
CITY OF PORTAGE HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
Minutes of Meeting, September 2, 2010 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 6:33 p.m. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Durian, Angela Manahan Ilori, Bill Lenehan, Elma (Pat) Maye, Marc Meulman, 
Sandra Sheppard, Mike Thompson, Kyle Huitt (Youth Advisory Committee Liaison) 
 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Amy Tuley 
  

STAFF PRESENT: Vicki Georgeau, Deputy Director of Neighborhood Services 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August 5, 2010 minutes were approved as submitted, 6-0. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Human/Public Services Available to Portage Citizens – Public Education – Ad Hoc Committee report: Thompson and 
Durian provided a verbal report to the Board that they had met and developed a proposal to surveying residents 
regarding the way in which they know about, and access human services in the community.  The Ad Hoc Committee 
proposed to conduct the surveys in person at the Portage District Library, Portage Senior Center and Portage 
Community Center, and also use the city web site to link to a survey using Survey Monkey software to analyze both in 
person and on-line survey responses.  The purpose is to determine what else can be done to outreach to those in need of 
services.  Other board members suggested surveys are conducted at apartment complexes, grocery stores and churches.  
Meulman asked for clarification on the mission of the Ad Hoc Committee and Board work in this area.  In response to 
Thompson, staff indicated the idea of public education and outreach came out of a presentation last fall from the United 
Way and Portage Community Center regarding services available in the community and information and referral 
systems between service provides and education and outreach to citizens.  After further discussion, there was Board 
consensus that the Ad Hoc Committee would provide a written recommendation and draft survey to the Board for 
review at the October 7th meeting.    
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
FY 2009-10 CDBG Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report – Public Hearing:  Lenehan opened the 
public hearing.  Staff provided a summary of the contents of the CAPER document, and provided an overview of 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program performance in comparison to five-year goals, and specific 
activity performance in comparison to the FY 2009-10 Annual Action Plan. In response to Sheppard, staff indicated 
the fund balance at the end of the year was $139,359, $25,000 of which was budgeted for FY 2010-11, $5,000 of 
which will be utilized for the rehabilitation of a foreclosed in partnership with Habitat for Humanity, and 
approximately $24,000 of which will be used for housing rehabilitation and home buyer assistance activities during FY 
2010-11.  If expenditure of funds over 10% of the FY 2010-11 budget is proposed, an amendment to the FY 2010-11 
Annual Action Plan will be required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Meulman inquired 
regarding outreach efforts, and staff indicated the city utilizes the Portager, the city web site, Portage Cable Access, 
postings at City Hall, Portage Senior Center, Portage Library, and the Portage Community Center; ads in the Greater 
Kalamazoo Association of Realtor and Portage Senior Center newsletters, and one-on-one meetings and presentations 
to realtors regarding home buyer assistance programs.  In response to Meulman, staff explained that rehabilitation 
activities are limited to $10,000 per housing unit and work addresses code compliance issues such as roofing, 
heating/mechanical, electrical, plumbing, pest treatment, accessibility improvements and other similar repairs.  In 
addition, to the extent possible, the city coordinates with the Kalamazoo County weatherization program so that city 
resources are not used on housing improvements that can be completed with weatherization resources received by the 
County through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  Huitt inquired regarding resources available for a 
household that due to poor financial management, have caused a foreclosure of their home.  Staff indicated that all 
households must meet income eligibility requirements, and if resources are not available through the city, efforts to 
refer residents to other services, such as foreclosure prevention are made.  As no further comments were received, the 
public hearing was closed.  Staff explained the CAPER document would be revised to reflect public comment and 
submitted to HUD by September 15, 2010 as required. 

 
Metro Transit ADA Advisory Committee – Update by Board member Lenehan:  No ADA Advisory Committee 
meeting was held since the last Board meeting.  Lenehan indicated that while he will no longer be a Human Services 



Board member as of October 1, 2010, he will continue to serve as Vice-Chair of the Metro Transit ADA Advisory 
Committee, and offered to attend Board meetings and report on relevant issues.  Staff thanks Lenehan and indicated 
that City Council may still want a Human Services Board member to attend the ADA Advisory Committee meetings 
on behalf of the City of Portage.  Staff will follow up with Lenehan and the Board chair prior to the next meeting in 
this regard.   

 
Red Ribbon Week (October 23-31, 2010) activities – Board discussion:  Lenehan explained that during Red Ribbon 
Week, the city displays banners at City Hall, the Police/Court building, and the Portage District Library promoting a 
tobacco and drug-free life style.  In addition, several schools have smoking and drug prevention activities during the 
annual event.  For the past several years, the Board has also worked with various local schools to have students attend 
a City Council meeting in October, and read and accept a proclamation in recognition of Red Ribbon Week.  Meulman 
volunteered to work on getting a group of Portage students to attend the October 19th City Council meeting and present 
the annual proclamation.  Meulman indicated he would report back to the Board on his progress at the October 7th 
meeting.  
 
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Vicki Georgeau, Deputy Director of Neighborhood Services 
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