
PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
July 7, 2010 

Board Present: Mark Anthony Martin, Janet Luchies, Vicki Locke, Jason Koscinski, Bery Pannkuk, 
Matt Tanis, Elizabeth Jarzambek, Tucker Webb and Susan Williams. 

Excused: Mike Zajak 

Staff Present: Parks Director Bill Deming, Park Superintendent John Milowe 

Meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. at Ramona Park. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The June minutes were approved without amendments. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Review and Discussion of Ramona Park – Ramona Park was purchased in 1969 and had a long 
prior history as a resort park.  There were rental cottages and in the 1920’s there was a railroad spur 
that brought in troops on furlough.  When the city purchased the park, many cottage tenants had year-
round leases.  They were given a “life lease” to reside due to hardship concerns.  In 1980 there were 
approximately 25 cottages but now only two remain. Ramona Park is 65 acres in size and has 1600 
feet of frontage on Long Lake.  Due to the beach operation alcohol is prohibited in Ramona Park.  
Two years ago the city received a large grant to develop an accessible playground which has 
significantly improved that aspect of the park.  The Ramona Park Beach has 30,000 annual visitors 
during the summer months and the park is heavily used by softball, football, soccer and lacrosse 
leagues.  This is the only park in Kalamazoo County with lifeguards on duty.  Beach passes are 
available for the day or season.  Ramona Park also has a fishing pier and volleyball, basketball and 
tennis courts.   

      Review and Discussion of Lakeview Park – Lakeview Park is a popular destination site with several 
amenities.  The two picnic shelters are popular for group rental.  There are basketball, tennis and 
volleyball courts; a softball field and an extensive hard surface walkway system.  The two fishing 
piers, one covered, were added in 2002 and are very popular for families and youth.  In conjunction 
with the Environmental Board, the city is getting rid of the Purple Loose Strife and which has taken 
hold along the banks of the lake. 

 2. Sub Committee Assignments/Reports – Get Active Portage has been combined with the Portage 
Paddle Fest to create a joint community event scheduled for July 19, 2010.  Thirteen vendors have 
been identified for Get Active Portage.  Bill is checking on the registrations for Paddle Fest. 

SUMMARY ACTIVITY  

Report was discussed including all the events and activities and the new trails to Crossroads Mall and 
west of Angling. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00PM 

Next meeting August 4, 2010 6:30PM at Oakland Dr. Park/7:15PM Haverhill Park. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Vickie Locke, Park Board Secretary 



 

 

 


