
Portage Senior Center 
Advisory Board Meeting 

June 16, 2010 
 
Present: Patricia Berninger, Dorothy Hazard, James Hoppe, Ruth Ann Meyer, Fatima Mirza, Nic 
Oprescu, Mary Lou Petrulio Art Roberts, and Larry Smith.  
 
Staff: Jason Horan 
 
Absent: (excused) Gordon Heikkila, Ann Perkins and Ruth Michelhaugh.  
 
Jim Hoppe, Chair, called the PSC Advisory Board meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.   
 
Jim introduced Fatima Mirza, Portage Central-will be Senior, as the new student representative to 
the Advisory Board. 
 
May minutes were provided. Moved by Mary Lou Petrulio and seconded by Patricia Berninger to 
approve minutes as distributed.  Motion passed. 
 
I) Trip Committee – Art Roberts 
 No report – Participation of the planned trips are going well. 
 
II) Friends Update – Jim Hoppe 

The Friends board had meeting on Tuesday.  Monies ($5200) from the golf outing will be 
transferred to the Portage Senior Center July 1.  Jim reminded board members to purchase 
tickets for the Texas Roadhouse (June 17) fundraising event for June.  Jason will explain 
details regarding the Kalamazoo Community Foundation Match Day event on June 23 to be 
held in Bronson Park.  Jim reminded us about the special promotion for the Derek Jeter 
photo to be held Friday, August 6 Kalamazoo Kings baseball game. A Derek Jeter photo 
will be raffled off.  

 
III) Manager’s Monthly Report – Jason Horan 
 A. Attendance and Activities. 

Participation for May totaled 7,669. Over 60 members attended the Mother/Father’s 
Day luncheon. 

 
   B. Membership  

Membership since July 1, 2009 stands at 1,766.  There were 32 new members in 
May and 87 renewing membership.  The retention activities have enhanced the 
membership renewal. 

 
 C. Fundraising 

Total funds raised for May was $13,685 (memberships, grants, donations, room 
rental, newsletter ads, etc.)  The Match Day needs some proxies to submit the checks 
Jason all ready has from individuals unable to go June 23.  Fatima thought perhaps 
some of her classmates belonging to high school organizations would be able to 
assist. Jason and she would meet after the meeting to find out if age limits, etc. could 
present a concern. The garage sale raised $1,000.   

 
 
 



 D. Wellness department 
Presentations on Food Glorious Food series continue to have good attendance.  (See 
details for other wellness activities from Ruth M. report.) 

 
 E. Intergenerational Programming 

The wrap up of the Partner’s celebration was well attended by approximately 60 
Amberly elementary students.  Meet your Pen Pal program had over 40 PSC 
members and elementary students participating. 

 
 F. Celery City Showcase event 

The ticket sales seem slow.  Would like to have 200 per show and the final night 
double that number.  Most volunteer spots are filled.  A variety of performers this 
year will make for an exciting talent competition.   Edward Jones is the principal 
sponsor. 

 
IV) Wellness – written report from Ruth Michelbaugh 

Starting PATH program at Ministry with Community.  Still waiting on the AARA grant.  
Over last year (2008-09) increased participation in evidence-based programs, namely 
personal action toward health- PATH and Matter of Balance –MOB was 248%.  Also there 
was an increase in the number of participants who completed workshops.  A volunteer 
luncheon will be held June 29. 

 
IV) Old Business 

Various PSC members volunteered time to the Parade of Homes.  PSC receives monies from 
this event. Mary Lou and Art attended the Older Michiganians Day in Lansing June 10.  
Contacts were made with elected representatives. 

 
V) New Business  

Jason explained that Portage Senior Center will reviewed for accreditation.  Jo Arnold is 
chairing the process. Presently individuals are being contacted to chair one of the nine sub-
committees that will be formed. 

  
VI) Comments from citizens   - None  
 
VII) Comments from board members   

Art questioned if the Advisory Board can be involved in legislation issues.  Discussion 
followed as to the role of the Advisory Board regarding legislative issues.  Agreed that as a 
citizen one should be involved, but as an Advisory Board only recommend concerns as to 
possible legislative issues that impact senior center. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.   
 
Next meeting Wednesday, August 18, 2010 2:30 p.m. to be held at the Portage Senior Center.  
 
Submitted by Ruth Ann Meyer, for Ann Perkins. 
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