
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
July 1, 2010 

 
 
  The City of Portage Planning Commission meeting of July 1, 2010 was called to order by Chairman 
Cheesebro at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue.  Three citizens 
were in attendance. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
 Cory Bailes, Mark Siegfried, Paul Welch, Jim Pearson, Miko Dargitz, Bill Patterson, and Chairman James 
Cheesebro. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 
 None. 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
 
 Wayne Stoffer and Rick Bosch. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 Christopher Forth, Deputy Director of Planning and Development Services; Michael West, Assistant City 
Planner and Charlie Bear, Assistant City Attorney. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
 The Planning Commission, staff and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 Chairman Cheesebro referred the Commission to the June 17, 2010 meeting minutes.  A motion was made 
by Commissioner Welch, seconded by Commissioner Bailes, to approve the minutes as submitted.  The minutes 
were unanimously approved. 
 
SITE/FINAL PLANS: 
 

1. Final Plan for Greenspire Retail (Phase I), 3201 West Centre Avenue.  Mr. Forth summarized the staff 
report dated June 25, 2010 involving a final plan submitted by H & G II, Inc. to construct Phase I of the retail 
portion of the Greenspire Planned Development.  Mr. Forth indicated the project proposes construction of a one-
story, 13,400 square foot retail building and associated site improvements.  Mr. Forth discussed the proposed 
access arrangement from West Centre Avenue, opposite Cooley Drive, and interconnections that would be 
constructed with the adjacent Greenspire Apartment complex at Stonebridge Court and Greenspire Drive.  Mr. 
Forth reviewed the proposed grading changes associated with the development project and the commitment by the 
applicant to retain an approximate 80-foot wide vegetative buffer along West Centre Avenue until such time that 
further commercial/retail development was proposed.  Mr. Forth also summarized the applicant’s proposal to bank 
54 parking spaces in greenspace consistent with Section 42-520.N (Deferred Parking) of the Zoning Code.  Mr. 
Forth referred the Commission to the June 23, 2010 letter provided by the applicant and indicated staff was 
supportive of the deferred parking proposal.   
 The Commission and staff discussed various elements of the project and the previously approved tentative 
plan/narrative.  Commissioner Pearson asked if installation of the deferred parking at a future date could be 
administratively review/approved.  Mr. Forth said installation of the deferred parking could be administratively 
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approved.  Commissioner Dargitz asked for clarification involving the increase in the floor area from 12,000 sq. ft. 
as shown on the approved tentative plan to 13,400 sq. ft. as shown on the final plan.   Mr. Forth explained that the 
increase floor area did not exceed the criteria listed in Section 42-375(H) of the Zoning Code.  Mr. Greg Dobson 
of H & G II, Inc. was present to support and explain the retail project.  No citizens spoke in regard to the 
development project.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Welch, seconded by 
Commissioner Patterson, to recommend to City Council the Final Plan for Greenspire Retail (Phase I), 3201 West 
Centre Avenue, be approved.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
2.  Final Plan for Greenspire Apartments (Phase IV), 8380 Greenspire Drive.  Mr. Forth summarized the 

staff report dated June 25, 2010 involving a final plan submitted by H & G II, Inc. to construct Phase IV (36 
additional apartment units) within the Greenspire Planned Development.  Mr. Forth indicated Phase IV includes  
two, three-story apartment buildings (24 units in one building and 12 units in another), one 12 stall garage and 
associated site improvements.  Mr. Forth reviewed the proposed building and parking lot setbacks from the east 
property line.  Mr. Forth also discussed the proposed access arrangement and stated a second access drive from 
West Centre Avenue, opposite Cooley Drive with interconnections with the adjacent Greenspire Apartment 
complex, would be constructed in conjunction with Phase IV.     
 The applicant, Mr. Greg Dobson, H & G II, Inc., was present to support and explain the apartment project.  
Mr. Dobson mentioned that to his knowledge, these two buildings will be the first LEED certified multi-family 
buildings in the City of Portage.  No citizens spoke in regard to the development project.  After a brief discussion, 
a motion was made by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner Welch, to recommend to City Council 
the Final Plan for Greenspire Apartments (Phase IV), 8380 Greenspire Drive, be approved.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

3.  Final Plan for Lake Michigan Credit Union, 4100 West Centre Avenue.  Mr. Forth summarized the staff 
report dated June 25, 2010 involving a final plan submitted by American Village Builders to construct a new 3,000 
square foot credit union building and associated site improvements.  Mr. Forth stated the credit union project was 
proposed on a portion of the 3.8 acre tract of land and the applicant was preparing the site for two additional future 
development projects.  Mr. Forth briefly discussed the history of the Woodbridge Hills Planned Development (PD) 
and indicated the credit union project was proposed in a portion of the PD designated for commercial/retail land 
use.  Mr. Forth also discussed the proposed access arrangement and stated the site would be served through cross 
access connections with the existing Marsh Pointe Drive (private) to the west and the existing Woodbridge 
Shopping Drive (private) to the east:  No new access drives from West Centre Avenue are proposed.     
 Commissioner Dargitz asked if the Marsh Pointe residents were aware of the cross access arrangement.  
Mr. Forth indicated that when Woodbridge Development sold the Marsh Pointe property several years ago, an 
easement for access and utility connection was retained.  Mr. Forth mentioned he did speak with one Marsh Pointe 
resident who did not object to the cross access.  This resident also believed the planned cross access connection 
with the Woodbridge Shopping center is benefit to the Marsh Pointe residents.  Mr. Greg Dobson, American 
Village Builders, was present to support and explain the credit union project.  Chairman Cheesebro asked about 
sidewalk installation along Marsh Pointe Drive and the internal east/west maneuvering lane.  Mr. Dobson 
explained why sidewalk installation was problematic such as topographic differences and lack of connecting 
sidewalks.  Commissioner Siegfried mentioned he jogs in this area and asked if anything is planned to improve the 
visibility at the southeast corner of the property adjacent to Woodbridge Shopping Drive.  An existing wall and 
vegetation creates a vision obstruction for vehicles turning onto West Centre creating a conflict point between 
vehicles and pedestrians using the sidewalk.  Mr. Dobson said he also jogs in this area and has experienced similar 
problems.  Mr. Dobson said he would further evaluate the situation.  No citizens spoke in regard to the 
development project.  After a brief conversation, a motion was made by Commissioner Pearson, seconded by 
Commissioner Bailes, to recommend to City Council the Final Plan for Lake Michigan Credit Union, 4100 West 
Centre Avenue, be approved.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

None. 
 

PLATS/RESIDENTIAL CONDOS: 
 

None. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

None. 
 
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: 

 
None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christopher T. Forth, AICP  
Deputy Director of Planning and Development Services  
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