
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
September 2, 2010 

 
  The City of Portage Planning Commission meeting of September 2, 2010 was called to order by Chairman 
Cheesebro at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue.  Seven citizens 
were in attendance. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
 Cory Bailes, Mark Siegfried, Paul Welch, Rick Bosch, Jim Pearson, Wayne Stoffer, Miko Dargitz, Bill 
Patterson, and Chairman James Cheesebro. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 
 None. 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
 
 None. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 Michael West, Assistant City Planner and Randall Brown, City Attorney. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
 The Planning Commission, staff and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 Chairman Cheesebro referred the Commission to the August 19, 2010 meeting minutes.  A motion was made 
by Commissioner Welch, seconded by Commissioner Bailes, to approve the minutes as submitted.  The minutes 
were unanimously approved. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

1. Special Land Use Permit: The Bark Park, 6604 Lovers Lane.  Mr. West summarized the staff report 
dated August 27, 2010 regarding the request by Ms. Meg Forrest to establish an outdoor dog park and dog day care 
facility (The Bark Park) at 6604 Lovers Lane.  Mr. West reviewed the development proposal and applicable 
Zoning Code sections and indicated staff was recommending approval of the application subject to the five 
conditions listed in the staff report.  Mr. West discussed the public notification that was completed for the 
application and referred the Commission to a letter of support received from Mr. John Carnago of Roe-Comm, Inc. 
at 1400 Ramona Avenue.  Commissioner Dargitz asked for an explanation of how the proposed dog park/dog day 
care facility is different from a commercial kennel as defined in the Zoning Code.  Mr. West provided a brief 
history of past actions by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), Planning Commission and City Council regarding 
commercial kennels and the functional/operational differences between a dog park, dog day care and commercial 
kennel.  Commissioner Pearson stated he was on the ZBA in 2001 when a use variance application was received to 
establish a commercial kennel in an industrial park (Portage Industrial Drive).  
 Ms. Meg Forrest (owner, The Bark Park) and Ms. Bruce Vander Weele (engineer) were present to support 
the application and explain the proposed development.  Ms. Forrest described the dog park/dog day care business 
and confirmed that no outdoor lighting within the outdoor fenced areas was proposed at this time.  Ms. Forrest 
indicated she had reviewed the staff recommended conditions of approval and all five were acceptable.  Chairman 
Cheesebro opened the public hearing.  No citizens spoke in regard to the proposed dog park/dog day care project.    
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A motion was then made by Commissioner Welch, seconded by Commissioner Bailes, to close the public hearing.  
The motion was unanimously approved.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Welch, 
seconded by Commissioner Patterson, to approve the Special Land Use Permit for The Bark Park, 6604 Lovers 
Lane, subject to the following conditions: 1) No boarding of dogs;  2) Hours of operation for the dog park be 
restricted to dawn-dusk, and hours of operation of the dog day care be restricted to 7:00am-6:30pm;  3) No outdoor 
lighting within the dog park or dog day care areas;  4) All necessary approvals/permits from the MDNRE be 
obtained prior to installation of any fencing within designated wetland areas; and 5) Compliance with all 
applicable City of Portage Code of Ordinance requirements including Community Quality (Chapter 24) related to 
operation of this use including noise, odors, sanitation and health.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
SITE/FINAL PLANS: 
 

1. Site Plan: The Bark Park, 6604 Lovers Lane.  Mr. West summarized the staff report dated August 27, 
2010 involving a site plan submitted by Ms. Meg Forrest to construct The Bark Park, dog park and dog daycare, at 
6604 Lovers Lane.  Mr. West indicated the development project includes conversion of the existing single family 
residence and attached garage to an office and indoor dog daycare facility with an attached outdoor fenced play 
area, additional fencing of the outdoor dog park and construction of a parking lot and associated storm water 
system.  In conjunction with the site plan, Mr. West stated the applicant was also requesting a sidewalk waiver 
along the Lovers Lane frontage citing the presence of an existing multi-use path along the east side of Lovers Lane 
and the absence of sidewalk along the west side of the Lovers Lane. 

Ms. Meg Forrest (owner, The Bark Park) and Mr. Bruce Vander Weele (engineer) were again present to 
support the site plan.  The Commission decided to address the site plan and sidewalk waiver as two separate 
motions.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Pearson, seconded by Commissioner 
Bosch, to approve the Site Plan for The Bark Park, 6604 Lovers Lane.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

The Commission next discussed the requested sidewalk waiver.  Ms. Forrest stated she was requesting the 
waiver since no sidewalks were present along the west side of Lovers Lane and a multi-use path was present along 
the east side of  Lovers Lane.  Commissioner Pearson discussed the presence of sidewalk at the self-storage facility 
located at 6800 Lovers Lane and stated it appeared out of place.  Mr. West and the Commission next discussed the 
previous sidewalk waivers that were granted for Tulgetske Dental Labs at 6242 Lovers Lane and Portage 
Pharmacy at 7966 Lovers Lane.  After additional discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Pearson, 
seconded by Commissioner Welch, to grant a Temporary Sidewalk Waiver for The Bark Park, 6604 Lovers Lane, 
until such time that any parcel located between 6020 Lovers Lane and 6742 Lovers Lane installs sidewalk.  The 
motion was unanimously approved.   

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
1. Special Land Use Permit: CrossFit Health & Fitness Center, 1176 Gernaat Court.  Mr. West summarized 

the staff report dated August 27, 2010 regarding the request by AZO Fitness LLC to establish a health and fitness 
center (CrossFit) within a portion of the existing building located at 1176 Gernaat Court.  Mr. West indicated the 
use was proposed within a 2,400 square foot suite (Unit B) of the larger 16,000 square foot building  
 Attorney Chris Lalone and Ms. Erin Carlson (CrossFit) were present to support the application and discuss 
the proposed project.  Ms. Carlson discussed the nature of the health and fitness center with no open gym and 
small group and personal training classes.  Chairman Cheesebro opened the public hearing.  No citizens spoke in 
regard to the health and fitness center.  A motion was then made by Commissioner Bailes, seconded by 
Commissioner Welch, to close the public hearing.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 After additional discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Bailes, seconded by Commissioner Bosch, 
to approve the Special Land Use Permit for CrossFit Health & Fitness, 1176 Gernaat Court.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.   

 
PLATS/RESIDENTIAL CONDOS: 



Planning Commission Minutes 
September 2, 2010 
Page 3 

 

 
None. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 1. Election of Officers.  Chairman Cheesebro summarized recent efforts to elect a Vice-Chairperson and 
Secretary and asked first for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairperson.  Commissioner Pearson and 
Commissioner Welch both expressed interest in the Vice-Chairperson position.  Upon a secret ballot vote, 
Commissioner Pearson received the majority of the votes.  Chairman Cheesebro next asked for nominations for the 
position of Secretary.  Commissioner Welch expressed interest in the Secretary position.  Since no other 
nominations were received, the Commission voted unanimously to elect Commissioner Welch as Secretary.   

 
2. Planning Commission Rules of Procedure.  Mr. West summarized the August 27, 2010 staff report and 

referred the Commission to the revised Planning Commission Rules of Procedure, as prepared by staff and the City 
Attorney.  Mr. West also referred the Commission to the September 2, 2010 email communication from 
Commissioner Pearson with suggested changes to Article II, Section 7 (c) involving conflict of interest.  Attorney 
Brown and the Commission next discussed the proposed changes.  Attorney Brown suggested alternative language 
for consideration.  After additional discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Bosch, seconded by 
Commissioner Stoffer, to adopt the 2010 Planning Commission Rules of Procedure with the following rewording 
of Article II, Section 7 (c) as suggested by Attorney Brown, “Other Commissioners may vote on whether there is a 
reasonable conflict that disqualifies a Commissioner from voting and may also vote to disqualify a member from 
participating, reviewing or voting on a matter if the interested member neglects or fails to disqualify him or 
herself.”  The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

None. 
 
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: 

 
None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Michael K. West, AICP  
Assistant City Planner  
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