
FINAL AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF PORTAGE 

January 26, 2010 
 
7:30 p.m. Call to Order. 

  Invocation:  Mrs. Heather Pownell of The Bridge in Portage. 

  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  Roll Call. 
 
  Proclamation:   
     

A. Approval of the January 12, 2010 Special and Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 * B.  Approval of Consent Agenda Motions. 

 * C. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Check Register of                 
January 26, 2010, as presented. 

 
D. Public Hearings: 

    
E. Petitions and Statements of Citizens. 

 
1. Letter in opposition from Craig L. Butler, 2012 Eckener Drive, to the Resolution of Intent for the City of 

Portage to join the Public Media Network for the provision of Cable Access Public, Education and 
Government programming services within the community adopted by City Council on December 15, 2009. 

 
F. Reports from the Administration: 

 
 * 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt the Resolution Permitting Protest 

of Assessed Valuation to the Board of Review by Letter. 
  
 * 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt Resolution No. 2 for the West 

Lake Management Program Special Assessment District No. 011-Q, setting a public hearing of necessity on 
February 9, 2010. 

 
 * 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt the Resolution for Charitable 

Gaming License recognizing Cole Community Solutions, Inc., as a nonprofit organization in the City of Portage. 
 
 * 4. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve a budget amendment 

authorizing the City Manager to transfer $17,000 from Fund 226 Fund Balance to Fund 226 Leaf Pickup 
Overtime. 

 
 * 5. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council direct the City Administration and the 

City Attorney to develop an ordinance that would ban the use of hand-held devices while driving and that would 
make any violation a primary offense. 

 
 * 6. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve a policy that burial plots may 

be reserved for six (6) months following a written request submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, with the 
reservation to be released at the expiration of the reservation period if payment is not made in full within six (6) 
months of receipt of reservation request. 

 
 * 7. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council: 

a. accept the order of the Construction Board of Appeals to demolish the house located at 4130 Branch 
Avenue; and 

b. authorize the City Administration to take the necessary action to demolish the house at 4130 Branch   
Avenue, place a lien and assess the property to recover the costs associated with demolition consistent with 
the ordinance. 
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 * 8. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council set a meeting to consider the 

disposition of legal matters on Tuesday, March 9, 2010, City Hall Conference Room #1, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
 
  9. Communication from the City Manager regarding the Kalamazoo County Local Housing Assistance Fund – 

Information Only. 
 
 * 10. Communication from the City Manager regarding the December 2009 Summary Environmental Activity Report 

– Information Only. 
 
 * 11. Department Monthly Reports. 
 

G. Communications:  

1.   Communication from Portage Park Board Chairperson Mark Anthony Martin regarding the Spraypark 
initiative. 

2. Letter of support from Environmental Board Chairperson William Schwartz for the Kalamazoo County 
Fairgrounds to serve as the host location for the 2010 Michigan Energy Fair. 

H. Unfinished Business: 

 * I. Minutes of Boards and Commissions Meetings: 

1. Portage Environmental Board of November 11, 2009. 
2. Portage Board of Education Special Meeting Minutes of December 2 and 9, 2009. 
3. Portage Human Services Board of December 3, 2009. 
4. Portage Zoning Board of Appeals of December 14, 2009. 
5. Portage Planning Commission of December 17, 2009. 
 

J. Ad Hoc Committee Reports: 

1. Communication from the City Council Assessing Issues Task Force recommending that City Council affirm 
that the City Council Assessing Issues Task Force continue its work in the areas of System Audit and Property 
Reassessments and the Board of Review and that the City Administration continue its work in the areas of 
Customer Service, Education and Best Assessing Practices. 

K. New Business:   

L. Bid Tabulations: 
  
 * 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council award a construction contract for the 

Ohio Avenue Sanitary Sewer Lift Station Renovations to Balkema Excavating, Incorporated, at a total bid price 
of $209,088.75 and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the 
city. 

 
  M. Other City Matters: 

1. Statements of Citizens. 

2. From City Council and City Manager. 

  * 3. Reminder of Meetings: 
    a. Wednesday, February 3, 8:15 a.m., Historic District Commission, City Hall Room #2. 
    b. Wednesday, February 3, 6:30 p.m., Park Board, Stuart Manor. 
    c. Thursday, February 4, 6:30 p.m., Human Services Board, City Hall Room #1. 
    d. Thursday, February 4, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commission, Council Chambers. 
    e. Monday, February 8, 6:30 p.m., Youth Advisory Committee, City Hall Room #1. 
    f. Monday, February 8, 7:00 p.m., Zoning Board of Appeals, Council Chambers– Cancelled. 
      
  N. Materials Transmitted of January 8, 2010. 

   Adjournment. 
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