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City Completes Two Quality of Life Projects
Northwest Portage Bikeway Extensions
The City of Portage is pleased to announce the completion of the Northwest Portage Bikeway 

Extensions, which provide critical connection for the heavily populated northwest portion of the 

city.  The eastern extension runs from Constitution Boulevard to Ring Road at The Crossroads and 

continues along Sears Drive to Romence Road where it connects with the Millennium Trail.   A 

trail crossing signal, which is activated by the trail user, and “refuge island” are provided where 

the trail crosses Constitution Boulevard.  The western extension runs from Angling Road west to 

McGillicuddy Lane along Consumers Energy right-of-way.  This winding trail segment has a long, 

gentle slope that provides a scenic vista when traveling west.  The total length for the two new sections 

of off-road trail is over one mile, bringing the length of the entire Northwest Portage Bikeway to 4.7 miles.  

City trails provide many benefits including opportunities for exercise, recreation and safe off-road 

access by bicycle commuters.   The City of Portage is proud to provide 55.5 miles of bikeway – 17 

miles of off-road trails combined with 35.5 miles of road shoulder lanes – for community enjoyment 

and enhancement.  

Garden Lane Water Treatment Facility
Ground water from the Kalamazoo-Portage and Schoolcraft aquifers is the supply source for the 

Portage water utility system.  Portage has 22 ground water wells across the city, four of which are 

located in the Garden Lane Well Field.  Water from two of the Garden Lane wells exceeded new 

federal guidelines of allowable arsenic of 10 parts per billion and all four wells contained very 

high levels of iron.  The recent completion of the Garden Lane Water Treatment Facility ensures 

that the water from these four wells is significantly lower than the established water standards 

for arsenic, iron, manganese and other metals.  

The Garden Lane Water Treatment Facility was designed to incorporate as many Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) features as possible, such as porous pavement, the use of 

natural lighting, recycling of backwash water and storm water management.  The landscaping at the 

facility was accomplished with a sedge/meadow plant mixture with an emphasis on plant sustain-

ability.  The goal is to restore native plant species to the area and minimize mowing, irrigation and 

fertilizing maintenance costs.  The term “growing - not mowing” is most appropriate for this facility.  

The new filtration system is fully automated and requires minimal operator involvement and 

allows the use of chemicals which are considerably less expensive than chemicals required by 

other filtration systems.  The system design provides a quick backwash cycle – typically four 

minutes in duration – and reclamation of up to 99.9% of backwash water, limiting the impact on 

the public sewer system and operating costs.  The treatment capacity of the plant is 5.76 million 

gallons per day or 4,000 gallons per minute, bringing the capacity of the entire water system to 

27 million gallons per day to serve the 13,626 utility customers in Portage.  

Northwest Portage Bikeway

New Extensions
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Construction Start Date:  March 29, 2010
Construction Completion Date:  July 30, 2010

Construction Cost:  $329,952
City Share Cost:  $164, 976

Transportation Enhancement Fund Share Cost:  $164, 976

7451 Garden Lane,  Portage, Michigan
Construction Start Date:  February 4, 2009

Construction Completion Date:  July 1, 2010
Construction Cost:  $4,513,953

The Garden Lane Water Treatment Facility was officially dedicated on August 2, 2010 by Utilities 
Engineer Kendra Gwin, US Representative Fred Upton, Transportation & Utilities Director Dallas 
Williams, Mayor Peter J. Strazdas, Mayor Pro Tem Ed Sackley, City Manager Maurice Evans and City 
Engineer Chris Barnes. 

In partnership with the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD), the City of Portage continues 

to promote its long-standing Housing Programs, which 

provide assistance for Portage home owners to complete 

housing improvements and to Kalamazoo County 

home buyers seeking to purchase a home in Portage 

neighborhoods.  The City of Portage Department of 

Community Development administers the following 

programs for income-eligible persons who own and 

occupy homes located in the City of Portage: 

Housing Rehabilitation Program

No-interest and 3%-interest deferred loans for home 

improvements and repairs, including roofing, furnace, 

foundation, electrical work, plumbing work, water 

and sewer hook-ups, termite treatment, accessibility 

improvements and other interior and/or exterior repairs 

necessary to address housing code deficiencies. 

Emergency Repair Grant Program

Up to $1,000 to complete household repairs that pose an 

immediate threat to the health, safety and welfare of the 

residents. 

First Time Home Buyer Down Payment 
Assistance Program

Up to $3,000 toward down payment and closing costs in 

the form of a no-interest deferred loan to eligible home 

buyers who purchase and occupy a home located within 

a targeted area.  As an additional incentive, up to $5,000 

will be provided to home buyers who purchase and 

occupy a vacant foreclosed home within an eligible area.

Eligibility is based on maximum income limits 

established annually by the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development as provided in the table below. 

Household Size Maximum Income 
1 Person $34,200

2 Person $39,050

3 Person $43,950

4 Person $48,800

5 Person $52,750

6 Person $56,650

7 Person $60,550

8 Person $64,450

For more information, or for an application package, 

please call the City of Portage Department of Community 

Development at 324-9201. 

Home Owner and Home Buyer Programs 
Improve and Maintain NeighborhoodsEQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY
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Portage Hydrant Flushing 
Schedule for Fall 2010
United Water, the City of Portage utility contractor, will conduct fire hydrant flushing 

from October 12 through October 22.  The map at right indicates the dates that hydrant 

flushing will take place in each area of the city.  Most hydrants will be flushed between 

the hours of 11 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. to avoid high-traffic periods.  Hydrant flushing 

accomplishes important objectives for the water system:

 ♦ Improves water quality by removing sediment that accumulates in the water system 

between flushings.

 ♦ Provides the opportunity to test proper operation of the fire hydrants and the water 

pumping system.

Some water discoloration will occur during the flushing process. It is recommended that you 

check for discoloration prior to using water for laundry or cleaning on the day hydrants in 

your area have been flushed.  Even though water may be somewhat discolored, it is safe to 

drink.  During the flushing process, large quantities of water are discharged from the hydrants. 

Motorists are urged to watch for vehicles and workers engaged in this work and reduce 

speeds accordingly.  Please call United Water with any questions or concerns at 324-9235.
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Beginning July 1, 2010, the City of Portage joined the 

Public Media Network (PMN), which is now the community 

media provider for Portage.  As a result, Portage residents 

now receive five cable public access channels:

 ♦ Channel 19 – Public 

 ♦ Channel 20 – Public

 ♦ Channel 21 – Government

 ♦ Channel 95 – PMN / Public

 ♦ Channel 99 – Education

Portage City Council meetings and Planning Commission 

meetings can be viewed on Channel 21, while Zoning 

Board of Appeals meetings can be seen on Channel 95.  

Portage Public Schools Board of Education meetings are 

broadcast on Channel 99.

In addition to the cable public access channels, PMN also 

manages a community radio station (WKDS 89.9 FM),  

provides radio and television production workshops 

and provides facilities and equipment loans (free of 

charge) to the community for the purpose of making 

community-based cable programming.

For more information on cable access facilities and 

equipment usage, government programming schedules, 

internships and other services, visit the PMN website at 

www.publicmedianet.org.

Public Media Network Providing Cable Access Services

Portage Senior 
Center Holiday 
Bazaar and 
Bake Sale
Saturday, November 13 – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Free Admission

Before you know it, the holiday season will be upon 

us.  Looking for a thoughtful gift for that person who 

already has everything?  Family and guests visiting 

for the holidays with little time to get all of the baking 

done?  Perhaps you just have a sweet tooth or enjoy 

perusing handmade crafts.

The Portage Senior Center Holiday Bazaar and Bake 

Sale features a large variety of baked goods for sale 

including breads, cookies, cakes, muffins, brownies and 

a wonderful variety of handmade crafts and other items 

from more than 20 vendors.  For the busy shopper on 

the go, this event even offers lunch concessions from 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Please call the Portage Senior 

Center at 329-4555 for more information.

22nd Annual Apple 
Festival at Schrier Park
Saturday, September 25 – 2 to 6 p.m.
Admission: Age 13 & over – $4
 Age 12 & under – $6

Featuring a Portage Senior Center Fundraising Lunch 

catered by Scott’s Pig Roast (extra fee) and more!

Schrier Park, located at 850 West Osterhout Avenue, 

will be the scene of the 2010 Apple Festival.  The 

entire family will enjoy a fun-filled day, including giant 

inflatables, soccer kick, pony rides, great food, music, 

magicians, clowns, face painting, kids crafts, equipment 

displays, community groups and many more attractions.  

The $6 admission price includes one admission to 

several inflatables, a pony ride and the soccer kick.  

Please note the admission fee includes parking at South 

Westnedge Park, 9010 S. Westnedge Avenue and round 

trip school bus transportation from 1:45 p.m. to 6:30 

p.m.   The Apple Festival is supported by a grant from 

the Hinman Corporation.

23rd Annual Haunted 
Forest at Schrier Park
October 22, 23, 28, 29 and 30
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Admission: Age 12 & under – $5
 Age 13 & over – $7

The Portage Parks and Recreation Department and 

the WMU Sorority Coalition will co-sponsor a “Haunted 

Forest” this Halloween season on October 22, 23, 28, 

29 and 30 at Schrier Park, 850 West Osterhout Avenue. 

The Haunted Forest will be open each evening from 

7:30 to 9:30 p.m. to delight and frighten you.  Featuring 

a quarter-mile of heavily wooded park pathways, the 

Haunted Forest is inhabited by ghosts, goblins and 

things that go bump in the night.  The Haunted Forest 

will provide a safe, fun-filled evening for the entire 

family (may be too scary for children under 8).  The 

admission fee of $7 for adults and teens and $5 for 

children (age 12 and under) provides a guided tour of 

the Haunted Forest supervised by adult chaperones. 

The Haunted Forest is wheelchair accessible and all 

proceeds benefit area charities.

15th Annual Portage 
Bikeway Color Tour
Sunday, October 10 – 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Admission:  $7 per person

The City of Portage, Breakaway Bicycles and Barrett’s 

Smokehouse will co-sponsor a scenic color tour of the 

Portage Bikeway on Sunday, October 10 from 2 to 3:30 

p.m.  The bicycle tour will start and finish at the Celery 

Flats Historical Area on Garden Lane and feature safe, 

6- and 11-mile bike rides for kids and families along 

the Bicentennial Park and Shaver Road Bikeways.  

Breakaway Bicycles will provide a sag wagon and 

repair assistance during the ride and the routes will be 

clearly marked and monitored to promote safe cycling. 

Breakaway Bicycles will also donate a $100 gift card for 

a lucky drawing winner at 3:30 p.m.

The fee is $7 per person and includes a Barrett’s 

Smokehouse pulled pork sandwich, chips and beverage 

at the conclusion of the ride.  Proceeds will benefit the 

Portage Bikeway.

Fall Recreation Events
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2010 Neighborhood Fall Leaf Pickup Schedule

Burning is banned in the City of Portage!  There is NO burn period.

Questions?  Please call the Department of Streets & Equipment at 329-4444 or go online at www.portagemi.gov.

October 25 – December 2, 2010 
 ♦ Three collections in each neighborhood.
 ♦ ONLY loose leaves or leaves bagged in biodegradable paper 

yard waste bags will be collected.
 ♦ Place leaves at the curb by 7 a.m. on your pickup day.
 ♦ For public safety, do not put leaves in the street more than 

three days prior to your scheduled pickup.

Zone 1st Collection 2nd Collection 3rd Collection

1 Monday, October 25 Monday, November 8 Monday, November 22

2 Tuesday, October 26 Tuesday, November 9 Tuesday, November 23

3 Wednesday, October 27 Wednesday, November 10 Wednesday, November 24

4 Thursday, October 28 Thursday, November 11 Monday, November 29

5 Friday, October 29 Friday, November 12 Tuesday, November 30

6 Monday, November 1 Monday, November 15 Wednesday, December 1

7 Tuesday, November 2 Tuesday, November 16 Thursday, December 2
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Important Information:
 t Leaves in plastic bags (including biodegradable plastic bags) will not be collected. 
 t Leaves should be raked off the grass and into the street or bagged in biodegrad-

able paper yard waste bags and placed next to the curb as close to the street edge 

as possible so as not to obstruct traffic.  Equipment may damage lawns if leaves are 

left in grass areas or ditches.

 t Leaf collection will occur three times in each neighborhood zone until prohibited by 

weather.  It is important to locate your neighborhood on the map below and place 

leaves at the curb by 7 a.m. on each of your three collection days.  For public safety, do 

not put leaves in the street more than three days prior to your scheduled collection. 

 t The Leaf Pickup Program is separate from the Quarterly Brush Pickup Program.  

Please refer to the brush schedule (www.portagemi.gov/government/curbside.asp) 

for pickup dates.  Ensure that brush and leaf piles are placed in separate locations.

 t Streets will be swept following each neighborhood collection, weather permitting.

 t The city does not provide leaf collection on private streets or for commercial 

establishments, churches or schools.

 t Portage citizens are reminded to save this brochure for future reference. 

Information is also available on the city website at www.portagemi.gov.

Spring Leaf Collection:  The City of Portage will offer a spring bagged leaf collection 

in April 2011 for collection of leaves in biodegradable paper yard waste bags only.
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Mayor Peter J. Strazdas
327-4478

peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Ed Sackley
323-8119

edsackley@msn.com

Televised City Meeting Schedule
City of Portage City Council and Planning Commission meetings can be 
viewed live on channel 21.  Zoning Board of Appeals meetings can be seen 
live on channel 95.   All meetings are held in the City Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue and are open to the public.  

September 2010
2 7 p.m. Planning Commission
7 7:30 p.m. City Council
13 7 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals
16 7 p.m. Planning Commission
21 7:30 p.m. City Council

October 2010
5 7:30 p.m. City Council
7 7 p.m. Planning Commission
11 7 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals
19 7:30 p.m. City Council
21 7 p.m. Planning Commission

November 2010
2 7:30 p.m. City Council
4 7 p.m. Planning Commission
8 7 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals
16 7:30 p.m. City Council
18 7 p.m. Planning Commission

Maurice S. Evans, City Manager 329-4400
Mary Beth Block, Editor 329-4405
 blockm@portagemi.gov

Portage  
City Council

Claudette Reid
491-9725

claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Elizabeth Campbell
321-9383

campbell4portage@yahoo.com

Margaret E. O’Brien
324-9626

margaret.obrien@portagemi.gov

Terry R. Urban
323-8160

terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Patricia M. Randall
324-7779

patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Visit the Public Media 
Network website at 
publicmedianet.org to 
view the rebroadcast 
schedules for City of 
Portage government 
meetings. 

Summer Tax Bills Due 
September 14
The 2010 summer property tax bills for the City of Portage have 

been issued and payments are due by 5 p.m. on September 14, 2010.

Payment Methods
Payment for property taxes can be made at the Treasury Office in 

Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue, in the form of 

cash, check or money order.  The Portage Treasury Office is open 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with the exception of 

Labor Day on September 6, 2010.  Please be aware that payment 

by check authorizes the city to convert the check to an electronic 

funds transfer which may cause the taxpayer’s bank account to be 

debited as soon as the same day the check payment is made.

To pay by credit card, simply call 1-800-272-9829 and follow the 

instructions printed on the front of the tax bill.  A convenience fee 

for paying by credit card is charged by the vendor. 

Late Payments
All tax payments received or postmarked after September 14, 

2010 will be charged a 3% late fee on the outstanding amount.  

To avoid the late fee, mailed payments must be postmarked by 

the U.S. Post Office on or before September 14, 2010 and received 

by the Portage Treasury Office before September 21, 2010.  The 

Portage Treasury Office strongly recommends that taxpayers 

choosing to mail tax payments on or after September 10, 2010 

hand-deliver payments to the U.S. Post Office and witness a 

clerk postmark the payment.  In all late-payment disputes, the 

Portage Treasury Office will rely on the postmark applied by the 

Postmaster.

Questions regarding the tax bills may be directed to the Portage 

City Treasurer’s Office at 329-4455.  Taxes that remain unpaid 

on March 1, 2011 will be turned over to the Kalamazoo County 

Treasurer for collection where additional fees will be added.

City Hall Closings
All non-emergency city offices will be closed in 

observance of the following holidays:

Labor Day

Monday, September 6

Thanksgiving

Thursday, November 25 

Friday, November 26

The Office of the City Clerk is preparing for the 

General Election to be held on Tuesday, November 

2, 2010.  Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Absent voter ballots can be obtained beginning in 

October by contacting the Office of the City Clerk 

at 329-4511, by visiting the Office of the City Clerk 

during normal business hours or between the 

hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday, October 30. 

Charter Amendment Questions

This year, Portage voters will be asked to weigh in on 

changes to the City Charter relating to the makeup 

of the City of Portage Board of Review.   The Board of 

Review has responsibility for annual consideration 

of property assessment appeals.  As part of the 

recent review of assessing practices in Portage, a 

City Council Committee studied the Board of Review 

process and determined that the time commitment 

of a three-member board is often very significant.  

As such, the City Council approved four questions 

for the November 2 ballot that if approved will:

1. Permit the City Council to change the number 

of members of the Board of Review from three 

members to three, six or nine members – 

based on the anticipated volume of property 

assessment appeals each year.

2. Allow for training members of the Board of 

Review so as to ensure the most educated 

Board of Review as possible.

3. Change the terms of Board of Review members 

from three years to one year to allow the Council 

to determine the number of Board of Review 

members needed on a year-to-year basis.

4. Allow the appointment of up to two alternate 

members to the Board of Review.

The Council believes these changes to the Charter 

will provide the flexibility to establish a Board of 

Review that adequately meets the needs of Portage 

citizens.  Voters must approve all four questions on 

the ballot to implement any of these changes.  

Permanent Absentee Voters

Voters over the age of 60 are eligible to be on the 

“Permanent Absentee Voter List.”  Voters on the 

list are automatically mailed an absentee ballot 

application approximately one month in advance 

of every election.  The application must then be 

completed and returned to the Office of the 

City Clerk.  Upon receipt of the signed application, 

a ballot is mailed.  Please contact the Office of the 

City Clerk if you are interested in being added to 

the Permanent Absentee Voter List.

Workers Needed!

Interested in serving your community?  The City 

of Portage is currently taking applications from 

individuals interested in serving as election workers.  

All election workers receive training in advance 

of the election and are compensated $15 for each 

training session and $120 for working Election 

Day.  Assistant Precinct Chairs and Precinct Chairs 

are compensated $130 and $145, respectively, 

for working Election Day.  If you are interested in 

becoming an election worker, please contact the 

Department of Employee Development at 329-4533.

November General Election


