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2010 Tax Rate Survey Ranks Portage Among 
Lowest of Similar-Sized Michigan Cities

The City of Portage Assessor has completed the 2010 Tax Rate Survey of Michigan cities.  The study is used to obtain general 

tax rate information and compare communities.  The City of Portage ranks 8th lowest in a comparison of cities 

with populations over 25,000, with one of these lower millage cities also levying a city income tax.  

This chart shows a comparison of the average city millage for those cities responding to 

the survey, which is published annually in the Michigan Assessor magazine.  This 

competitive advantage continues to attract business development, 

investors and residents to Portage.

*	 These cities also levy an 
income tax.

Source: Portage City Assessor0
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* *** ***

City Council 
Sets Goals for 
FY 2011-2012
The Portage City Council adopted goals and 

objectives for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 at the November 

16, 2010 City Council meeting.  Each year, the Council 

establishes goals and objectives at the beginning 

of the budget development process.  The goals and 

objectives are used by the City Administration to aid 

in establishing budget priorities and determining the 

allocation of resources.  The Mission Statement of the 

Portage City Council serves as the basis for the goals 

and objectives document.  The following are among 

the list of goals developed by the City Council:

tt Promote quality of life in Portage.  

tt Demonstrate a commitment to quality economic 

growth and development.

tt Continue to plan and implement improvements 

to move people and commerce safely and 

effectively through the community.   

tt Promote excellent customer relations.

tt Continue to improve the infrastructure to meet 

demonstrated needs.

tt Enhance environmental quality and protect 

natural resources.

tt Continue to provide high-quality effective and 

cost-efficient municipal services.

tt Maintain the financial health of the city.

In 2011, in addition to these goals and objectives, the 

Council will focus on other significant topics such as, 

but not limited to, long-term financial planning and 

objectives, housing and neighborhoods, regional 

cooperation initiatives, business in the City of Portage, 

the city sign ordinance and customer service.  

The Portage City Council welcomed new Councilmember Cory A. Bailes on December 21, 

2010.  Councilmember Bailes was appointed to fill the remainder of the term vacated by 

former Councilmember Margaret O’Brien, who was elected to the 61st District in the Michigan 

House of Representatives.  Representative O’Brien served as a City Councilmember since 2003.

Councilmember Bailes is no stranger to service in the City of Portage.  He was first 

appointed to the Human Services Board in 2004 and was then selected by the City Council 

to serve on the Planning Commission in 2008.  

Council Fills Seat Vacated by 
Councilmember O’Brien

The City of Portage Board of Review can approve a 

one-year exemption from property taxes due to a 

resident’s poverty income level.  This annual property 

tax exemption requires the applicant to be currently 

receiving the Principal Residence Exemption (formerly 

the Homestead Exemption) and meet the 2011 Federal 

Household Poverty Exemption guidelines shown below.

Household Size* Maximum Income

1 person $10,800

2 persons $14,600

3 persons $18,300

4 persons $22,100

5 persons $25,800

6 persons $29,500

7 persons $33,300

8 persons $37,000

*	 For households with more than 8 persons, add $3,700 for each 

additional person.

The guidelines determine the eligibility of the 

applicant and must be supported with proper income 

documentation (i.e., federal and state income tax 

returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, 

including any property tax credit returns).  Household 

assets (maximum of $25,000) are also considered and 

must be recorded with the application. 

The Property Tax Poverty Exemption Application form 

is available at the Office of the City Assessor or online at 

www.portagemi.gov/government/assessor_forms.asp.  The 

approval process requires an in-person appointment 

before the Board of Review, which meets in March, July 

and December.  To be considered, applications must be 

submitted to the Office of the City Assessor at least four 

weeks prior to the Board of Review sessions.  Generally, 

the Board of Review considers completed applications 

in relation to the federal household income standards, 

along with household assets, and determines by a simple 

majority vote whether or not to grant an exemption.  

Exemptions granted to residents due to poverty income 

levels are subject to audit by the Michigan Department 

of Treasury.  More information regarding the property tax 

poverty exemption can be obtained by contacting the 

Office of the City Assessor at 329-4433.

Do You Qualify for a Property 
Tax Poverty Exemption?

New Councilmember 
Cory A. Bailes
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The Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) has awarded 

the city a $135,000 grant that provides a beneficial incentive to potential 

Kalamazoo County home buyers seeking to purchase a single-family home 

in north Portage neighborhoods.  A maximum of $25,000 is available per 

housing unit and up to five projects can be completed with the funding.  

Assistance to home buyers is provided to offset required down payment 

and closing costs and to complete necessary home improvements before or 

directly after occupancy of existing single-family homes.  Home buyers must 

qualify for a first mortgage through a private lender, while the assistance 

provided through this program is in the form of a zero percent interest 

deferred loan, which is 100% forgivable over a 10-year time period.

For additional information regarding the new Portage Home Buyer 

Purchase Rehabilitation Program and more detailed program 

guidelines, household income requirements, qualifying neighborhood 

maps and an application, please contact the Department of 

Community Development at 329-4477. 

The City of Portage congratulates the Kalamazoo County 

Substance Abuse Task Force (KCSATF) for being awarded 

a 2010 Model Project Award from Prevention Network.   

Prevention Network is a statewide organization that 

supports substance abuse prevention and related efforts 

in Michigan, provides services which build the capacity 

of diverse grassroots groups to carry out effective local 

solutions and coordinates statewide awareness and 

advocacy initiatives.  The KCSATF is a dedicated group of 

community members that develop strategies, programs 

and practices to address alcohol and substance abuse 

issues in the community.  This effort involves reducing 

access to substances, preventing high-risk behaviors, 

promoting community awareness, connecting 

community resources and providing education.  

The KCSATF received the 2010 Model Project Award 

based in part on their Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness 

Campaign, which includes the following key initiatives:

Healthcare and Pharmacy Education Visits – 

Increasing the awareness of physicians and pharmacists 

of the growing epidemic of youth prescription drug 

abuse and providing them with practical tools and 

materials to educate their staff and patients.

Secure Your Meds Campaign – Increasing awareness of 

this issue during the month of October,  which is nationally 

designated as Prescription and Over the Counter Drug 

Abuse Awareness Month. Task Force volunteers developed 

an educational insert that was distributed in over 40,000 

prescription bags with the assistance of local pharmacists 

throughout the month of October.  

Unwanted Medication Collection – Providing 

opportunities for Kalamazoo County residents to safely 

dispose of unwanted medications, which reduces 

access to these medications among potential abusers 

and protects our local environment.  The Unwanted 

Medication Collection is a project of the Kalamazoo 

County Health and Community Services Department.  

Task Force members collaborate with the Household 

Hazardous Waste Center to provide marketing materials 

and volunteers during the events.

KCSATF Honored by 
Prevention Network

MSHDA Awards City of Portage Funding 
for Housing Improvement Programs

 Business / Address	 # of Jobs 

AAA Auto Club	 30 new
	 655 Romence Road
ABC Warehouse	 25 retained/8 new
	 6026 South Westnedge Avenue
Absolute Business Technology Solutions	 5 new
	 708 West Centre Avenue
Abstract Salon and Spa	 8 new
	 8842 Portage Road
Advanced Health Mart Pharmacy	 3 new
	 7916 Oakland Drive
All Automotive	 2 new
	 8405 Portage Road
A & M Outdoor Power	 5 new
	 10332 Portage Road
Amerifirst Home Mortgage	 N/A
	 616 West Centre Avenue
Art & Soul Tattoo & Body Piercing 	 5 new
	 120 East Milham Avenue 
A T & T 	 12 retained
	 6414 South Westnedge Avenue

Business / Address	 # of Jobs 

Barretts Smokehouse	 8 new
	 9942 Oakland Drive
Beltone	 3 new
	 1209 East Milham Avenue
Boer’s Auto Service	 2 retained
	 7441 South Westnedge Drive
Brain Balance Center	 N/A
	 6778 South Westnedge Drive
Bright Futures Child Care	 5 new
	 5416 Meredith Drive
Carelinc Medical	 20 new
	 7017 South Westnedge Avenue
Chiro Effect Chiropractic	 1 new
	 7117 South Westnedge Avenue
Coffee Rocks Cafe	 12 new
	 129 West Centre Avenue
Columbo’s Floors to Go	 3 new
	 8324 Shaver Road
CrossFit	 2 new
	 1176 Gernaat Court
Cross Creek Self Storage	 2 retained
	 800 Gladys Street
Designer Pool & Spa	 6 new
	 7612 South Westnedge Avenue
Dillon’s Scrapbook Center	 N/A
	 5977 Portage Road
DL Gallivan	 8 new
	 1424 West Centre Avenue
Docks Unlimited	 5 new
	 8726 Portage Road
Dr. Keith Cohrs, DDS	 5 retained/1 new
	 8110 Cooley Drive
Dr. Mark Stevenson, DDS	 7 retained
	 1618 West Milham Avenue
East Egg	 25 new
	 6907 Sears Lane
Eyemart Express	 8 new
	 6483 South Westnedge Avenue

Business / Address	 # of Jobs 

Great Lakes Plastic & Hand Surgery	 10 retained
	 7971 Moorsbridge Road 
Halls, Closets & More	 2 new 
	 8675 Portage Road 
Horizon Bank	 5 new 
	 1300 West Centre Avenue
Hydrate Salon and Spa	 6 new 
	 1311 East Centre Avenue
Jersey Giant Subs	 6 new 
	 5228 South Westnedge Avenue
Jonathan Stevens Mattress Co.	 2 retained
	 6800 South Westnedge Avenue
Judes Barbershop	 6 new
	 6814 South Westnedge Avenue
Kelly’s Café and Catering	 3 new
	 7630 South Westnedge Avenue
Lake Center Computers	 3 new
	 8842 Portage Road
Lou Nisker’s State Burger	 15 new
	 6384 South Westnedge Avenue
Mastec Woman’s Boutique 	 4 retained
	 524 East Milham Avenue
Maurice’s	 N/A
	 6040 South Westnedge Avenue
Medtec Medical Billing	 N/A 
	 524 East Milham Avenue
Michigan Blood Center	 N/A
	 524 East Milham Avenue
MSC Industrial Supply Co.	 8 retained/1 new
	 5148 South Sprinkle Road
Mullin’s Auto Service	 3 retained/1 new
	 9444 South Sprinkle Road
Old Navy	 60 retained
	 6024 South Westnedge Avenue
Paragon Leather 	 2 retained
	 7215 South Westnedge Avenue
Partners	 N/A
	 7628 South Westnedge Avenue

Business / Address	 # of Jobs 

Penn Station	 16 new
	 6778 South Westnedge Avenue 
Pitt Ohio Express	 70 new
	 5113 Meredith Drive 
Planet First	 3 new
	 6118 South Westnedge Avenue 
Portage Animal Hospital	 10 retained

	 8037 Portage Road
Portrait Innovations	 7 new
	 6814 South Westnedge Avenue
President Tuxedo	 4 new
	 6800 South Westnedge Avenue
Robby’s Café	 10 new
	 639 Romence Road
Sackett’s Fireplace	 4 new
	 7696 South Sprinkle Road
Second Chance Games & DVDs	 4 new
	 6211 South Westnedge Avenue
Something for All Seasons 
  Small Engine Repair	 3 new
	 8139 Portage Road
Sumits Yoga	 8 new
	 6800 South Westnedge Avenue
The Bark Park	 3 new
	 6604 Lovers Lane
The Craft Peddler	 5 new
	 8639 Portage Road
The Posh Puppy	 5 new
	 7520 South Westnedge Avenue
The Real Deal Classic Burgers & Shakes	 15 new
	 3774 West Centre Avenue
The Vitamin Shoppe	 6 new
	 6278 South Westnedge Avenue
Tulgetske Dental Laboratory	 1 new
	 6242 Lovers Lane
University of Phoenix	 25 retained
	 950 Trade Centre Way
Wiggles, Waggles & Tails 	 2 new
	 8585 Portage Road

New and Expanding Portage Businesses 
(January to December 2010)

Portage is a thriving city that has at-
tracted a diverse and stable business 
base.  It has resources to help busi-
nesses prosper and an employment 
environment rich in opportunities for 
its citizens.  Available land, significant 
tax advantages and business parks 
with an infrastructure in place are just 
a few of the reasons that businesses 
love Portage.  The City of Portage 
congratulates these new or expanded 
businesses in the community.  

The estimated number of employees was obtained 
from business representatives or publications.   
“N/A” indicates that information was not available 
or not provided by the business representative.

New City Website 
Goes Live
The City of Portage website – www.portagemi.gov – has 

been completely renovated in order to better serve 

the citizens of Portage.  The new site offers several 

new features and information designed to make 

doing business with the city efficient, support 

excellent customer service, maintain transparency and 

promote the city as a great place to live and work.   

The new site includes hundreds of pages of information, 

documents and tools such as interactive maps, an 

events calendar, payments opportunities and Report 

It modules, surveys, useful forms, live Council meeting 

streams, RSS feeds and more. 

Connect With Us 

Stay instantly informed of trusted, 

neighborhood-level public safety 

and community information  

via text message, email and web 

through your City of Portage Nixle/

Twitter account.  Go to www.nixle.com and sign up for 

free to receive City of Portage information.
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The month of January is normally the coldest and snowiest 

month of the year and provides great opportunities for 

outdoor fun in the way of winter recreation programs 

sponsored by the City of Portage Parks and Recreation 

Department.  Approximately 9,000 patrons take advantage 

of City of Portage winter outdoor recreation programs 

every year, like ice skating at the Ice Rink at Millennium 

Park, Timber Ridge downhill skiing, cross country skiing, 

snowshoeing and special events at Schrier Park.  Contact 

the Portage Parks and Recreation Department at 329-4522 

for more information about the following activities.

Schrier Park Winter Sports Fest 

January 15, 2011 – 12 Noon to 3:30 p.m. 

The Winter Sports Fest is a great opportunity to try out 

Nordic fitness walking, snowshoeing and cross country 

skiing with assistance from Lee’s Sports and Breakaway 

Bicycles instructors.  Equipment demos and instruction will 

be scheduled between 12 noon and 3:30 p.m.  Kalamazoo 

Nature Center staff will be on hand to conduct outdoor 

adventure walks at 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.  The Schrier 

Park pavilion and fireplace will provide a welcome respite.  

Free refreshments will be provided.  The Winter Sports Fest 

is free of charge and no advance registration is required.  

A minimum snow cover of four inches is required for this 

event.  

Skating Lessons at Millennium Park

Saturdays, January 15 & 22, 2011 – 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.   

This learn-to-skate program for ages 5 - adult (family 

lesson) is presented in cooperation with the Greater 

Kalamazoo Skating Association.  The lessons will cover 

the early fundamentals of ice skating and allow beginners 

to discover the joy of outdoor skating.  The two-session 

program will be held at the Ice Rink at Millennium Park 

(280 Romence Road, just west of South Westnedge 

Avenue).  A fee of $20 per student collected at 

the first class includes skate rentals.  Pre-

registration is required by calling 329-4522.  

Minimum class size:  6 students, maximum 

class size:  12 students.

Cross Country Ski Classes

Participants must provide their own equipment 

for these cross country ski classes at Schrier Park.  A 

minimum snow cover of four inches is required to ski.  Pre-

registration and fees are required in person at:

♦♦ Breakaway Bicycles, 185 Romence Road (324-5555) or 

♦♦ Lee’s Adventure Sports, 311 Kilgore Road (381-7700)

Youth Cross Country Ski Class

Saturday, January 22, 2011 – 9 to 11 a.m.

This is an excellent opportunity for youth 8 to 12 years 

old to learn the correct way to cross country ski.  The 

introductory class will emphasize safety, proper use of 

equipment and how to traverse a variety of winter terrain. 

Minimum class size:  8 students, maximum class 

size:  15 students.  Fee: $15 per person.

Adult Cross Country Ski Class

Saturday, January 22, 2011 – 1 to 3 p.m.

This class will teach the diagonal stride 

with opposite and double poling, moving 

and stationary turns, uphill/downhill techniques 

and how to choose and use various cross-country 

equipment and clothing.  In addition, personal safety 

and recommendations on local, regional and state 

ski destinations are covered in this comprehensive 

introduction to cross-country skiing.  Minimum class 

size:  8 students, maximum class size: 20 students.  Fee: 

$20 per person. 

Learn to Ski in 3 Easy Steps at Timber Ridge! 

Sundays, January 23, 30 and February 6, 2011

A separate pre-registration fee is required for this 

learn to ski program.  To pre-register, please send $5 

per person or $10 per family to the Portage Parks and 

Recreation Department (checks payable to the City of 

Portage), 7900 South Westnedge, Portage, MI 49002 prior 

to January 21, 2011.  

Group downhill beginning ski lessons will be offered at 

Timber Ridge Ski Resort, 7500 23-1/2 Street near Gobles.  

The lessons will be held on three consecutive Sundays 

beginning January 23, 2011 for adults and children 8 years 

and older.  The fee of $55 includes equipment rental, lift 

ticket and instruction for three weeks and is payable on 

January 23 at Timber Ridge.  Classes start promptly at  

2 p.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. – but you can ski until 8 p.m. on 

January 23, 30 and February 6! 

The City of Portage believes that performing arts and 

cultural events are important and vital to enhancing the 

quality of life of residents in our region.  Do you share 

this vision?

The Summer Entertainment Series (SES) has been 

going strong for 23 years with events and activities for 

everyone to enjoy!  Planned highlights for the 2011 

summer season include the popular children’s Lunch & 

Learn series, Shakespeare in the Park, children’s theatre, 

movies in the park and Taste of Portage.  

The SES is a self-supporting program, which means 

that none of your tax dollars are used for funding the 

program.  The SES is made possible entirely through 

financial support from area businesses, corporations, 

foundations, attendance revenues and from individuals 

like you.  This year the fund raising goal is $110,000. 

As the New Year begins, help make the City of Portage 

a great place in which to live, work and visit by making 

a donation to the SES.  Donations are tax deductible 

to the extent allowed by law.  All donations received 

before March 8, 2011 will be recognized in the annual 

SES brochure, distributed to over 45,000 households in 

Portage and surrounding communities.    

Individuals or companies interested in program 

sponsorship should contact the Department of Parks, 

Recreation & Property Management at 329-4522. 

To submit your donation, please complete the form 

below and mail it to us along with your check.  Your 

contribution is critical in providing another sensational 

cultural arts season in 2011.

2011 Summer Entertainment 
Series – Experience It!

Please accept this donation to the 2011 Summer Entertainment Series.

Please print your name(s) as you would like it to appear on the SES promotional material.

Address	 City	 Zip Code

Amount of Donation Enclosed

Winter Programs Promise Outdoor Fun

Rediscover Winter at Schrier Park!
 850 Osterhout Road

Free Demo & Instruction  Winter Camping & 
Snow Shelter Demonstrations  Nordic Fitness 

Walking & Snowshoe Instruction  Cross 
Country Ski Instruction (bring your own skis) 
 Biggby Coffee and Hot Cocoa   Interpretive 

Walks by KNC Naturalists  Dog Sledding 
Demonstrations  Bittersweet Acres Belgian 

Horse & Wagon Rides

Youth Advisory 
Committee to 
Host Winter 
Snow Party!

The Portage Youth Advisory 

Committee will host a Winter 

Snow Party on February 5, 

2011, from 12 noon to 3 p.m. 

at Oakland Drive Park (7598 

Oakland Drive).   The Youth 

Advisory Committee is made 

up of youth representatives 

and provides input to the City Council and the City 

Administration regarding programs, services, projects 

and issues that affect youth in Portage.  

Take a break from the winter doldrums and enjoy a 

friendly snowball fight, a cozy bonfire and a cup of hot 

chocolate.  Bring your favorite sleds and toboggans to 

sled down Oakland Drive Park’s immaculate sledding 

hill.  You can also win prizes for building the fastest 

and most original cardboard sled.  In addition, there 

will be a Snowman Building Contest, with prizes given 

to the most creative and crafty snowman builders.

This family event is free and all ages are welcome.  

Contact the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4512 with 

any questions regarding this event or for information 

about the Youth Advisory Committee.
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Mayor Peter J. Strazdas
327-4478

peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem Ed Sackley
323-8119

edsackley@msn.com

Portage City Council
Portage City Council meetings are held on Tuesday evenings at 
Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council 
Chambers at 7:30 p.m. and are open to the public. 

Claudette Reid
491-9725

claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Cory A. Bailes
271-2045

cory.bailes@portagemi.gov

Elizabeth Campbell
321-9383

campbell4portage@yahoo.com

Terry R. Urban
323-8160

terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Patricia M. Randall
324-7779

patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Televised City Meetings
All City of Portage City Council, Planning 

Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals 

meetings can be viewed live on channel 21.  AT&T 

U-Verse customers can access the City of Portage 

government meetings on channel 99 and then 

follow the prompts to access the various meetings. 

January

6	 7:00 p.m.	 Planning Commission Meeting

10	 7:00 p.m.	 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

11	 7:30 p.m.	 City Council Meeting

20	 7:00 p.m.	 Planning Commission Meeting

25	 7:30 p.m.	 City Council Meeting

February

3	 7:00 p.m.	 Planning Commission Meeting

8	 7:30 p.m.	 City Council Meeting

14	 7:00 p.m.	 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

17	 7:00 p.m.	 Planning Commission Meeting

22	 7:30 p.m.	 City Council Meeting

Please Keep Sidewalks Free of 
Snow And Ice
The city reminds residents and businesses of the 

importance of keeping sidewalks clear of snow and ice.  

Your cooperation in keeping 

sidewalks on major roadways 

and neighborhood streets 

clear for use by pedestrians 

is requested.  City ordinance 

(Chapter 66, Article 1, Section 

66-4) requires property 

owners and occupants 

with sidewalks adjacent to their properties to clear the 

sidewalks within 24 hours of a snowfall and within 12 

hours when ice has formed on the sidewalks.  Please 

contact the Department of Community Development at 

329-4477 for more information. 

Help Keep Fire Hydrants Clear
The Portage Fire Department asks residents to also clear 

snow away from any fire hydrants on or adjacent to their 

property.   Should there be a fire nearby, it is imperative 

that firefighters have clear 

access to fire hydrants 

so that fire hoses can be 

immediately attached and 

used to fight the fire.  Your 

assistance by clearing slow 

away from fire hydrants 

will make a big difference 

in how quickly a fire can be 

extinguished.

Mailbox Replacement Policy 
The City of Portage snow removal program is designed 

to keep city streets clear and safe in the most efficient 

manner possible.  During snowplowing operations, 

the weight of snow coming off the plow can easily 

damage mailboxes and/or knock posts and mailboxes 

completely over.  

So what is a resident to do when this happens?  Call the 

City of Portage Streets and Equipment Department at 

329-4444 or use the “Report It” tool on the city website 

(www.portagemi.gov/government/report_it.asp) to report 

the damage.  City staff will schedule either repair of the 

damage or replacement of the box and post, as necessary.  

Replacements will be in the form of a standard U. S.  

Postal mailbox and/or post.  The 

standard mailbox is either 

white or black and measures 

6.5 inches in width, 19 inches in 

length and 8.5 inches in height.  

The mailbox has a hinged door 

and flag.   Damaged posts will be replaced with a 

standard 4” x 4” wooden cross-arm U.S. Postal post.

Residents will have the option of receiving the standard 

replacement mailbox installed by the city or receiving 

a payment of $44 (the cost of a standard box and post 

and labor).  If payment is desired, the resident will be 

asked to sign and return a release form from the city 

and will be responsible for purchase and installation of 

the mailbox of their choosing.  Questions concerning 

the Mailbox Replacement Program, please contact the 

Streets & Equipment Department at 329-4444.

Volunteer on a 
City Board or 
Commission
The Portage City Council relies on community volunteers 

who serve on a variety of  Boards and Commissions.  

Advice received from Boards and Commissions helps the 

City Council and the City Administration make Portage a 

better place in which to live.  The Council may ask advisory 

board members to review programs developed by the 

City Administration or research various subjects or issues 

confronting the community.  

The Portage City Council will interview applicants for the 

following Boards and Commissions on Tuesday, January 11, 

2011, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

♦♦ Board of Review

♦♦ Historic District Commission

♦♦ Planning Commission

♦♦ Youth Advisory Committee 

♦♦ Zoning Board of Appeals

A description of each board, its responsibilities and 

meeting times can be viewed at www.portagemi.gov/

government/volunteering.asp.  Interested Portage residents 

can also apply online or by contacting the Office of the 

City Clerk by mail or in person at City Hall (7900 South 

Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI  49002) or by calling      

329-4412.

Take this opportunity to learn about your city, serve your 

fellow residents and make a positive contribution to the 

Portage community.

PROGRESS

PEACE

PROSPERITY

C
IT

Y OF PORTAG
E

M IC HIGAN

January Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection
The Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection Program will take place in January, 

including the collection of Christmas trees, which can be placed at the curb 

whole – no trimming necessary.  Trees should be free of all decorations, 

including disposable tinsel, and placed at the curb by 7 a.m.  

on the Monday of the week of your scheduled Curbside Brush Collection.  

Visit www.portagemi.gov/government/curbside.asp for a map of pickup 

zones and collection dates.

Residents are asked to have the brush and Christmas trees placed at 

curb no later than Monday morning at 7 a.m.  of their scheduled week but no sooner 

than three days prior to that day.  Questions regarding the Quarterly Curbside Brush 

Collection can be directed to the Streets & Equipment Department at 329-4444. 

Friendly Reminders


