Environmental Board Meeting
March 13", 2013
Call to order: 7:00 pm by Chair Ruth Caputo

Members Present: Tim Winslow, Martha Dahlinger, Catherine Niessink, Spencer Welling, , Marty

Sepanik, Luis Henriquez, Christin Delong, and Judy Graham for Chris Barnes

Excused Absences: Raoul Wadhwa, William Beck, and Chris Barnes

Guests Present: Dave Mayfield
Minutes: The board moved to approve the February minutes.
New Business:

The board discussed what goals of the environmental board that they will focus on this year and what
ones will be worked in the background. Each board member picked the top two priorities that they
would like to see the board focus on for the coming year. The board came to agreement that the priority
would be focused on the Eliason Nature Preserve. Additional focus will be education, Invasive species
control, and maintenance at the Water Treatment plant.

Eliason Nature Reserve:

e Ruth will lead the grant writing to request funds for identifying, locating, and controlling invasive
species in the Eliason Nature Reserve. Martha and Christine will help with the process.

e Patrolling the bishops bog area to identify invasive species will be by Ruth, Martha, and Christin.
e Ruth will arrange to check for garlic mustard in early spring.

Invasive Plant Control:

e Ruth will try to contact the parks department to establish an invasive pull.

e Christine volunteered to contact the city in order to find out the pros and cons of spraying near
surface waters.

e Judy will talk to Chris about having the city cut the phragmites near Sonic off Romence.
e Martha will monitor the planting by the water treatment plant.

o Tim will work with Marty to be more active in PLS control.

e Funding for invasive species control will be discussed but not prioritized.

Education:



e Ruth, Martha, and Marty will support the Green-a-thon this year.

e Martha and Marty will focus on the Family Fishing Fair.

e Display boards at parks is a priority and will worked on by Martha.

e Luis, Martha, and Ruth will help with the signage by the water treatment plant.

e Ruth will maintain contact with the lake associations.

e Establish a relationship with the friends of the Parks for the purpose of invasive species.
e Putting articles in the Portager is not a priority but something we will consider.

e Ruth will work through Chris to offer education of park crew about invasive species known in the
city.

All goals and objectives need to be turned into the city on April 15,

The Board is interested in hearing Nate Fuller and Tyler Basset’s presentation on the Bishop’s Bog area
they made to the Michigan Botanical Society. Ruth will ask them to make the presentation at one of our
meetings.

Old Business:

Marty has contacted the beetle supplier that the board used last year and will talk to them about getting
beetles again for this year.

Meeting Adjourn: 8:30 pm

Spencer Welling, Secretary

(changes made by Ruth Caputo)






