Environmental Board Meeting
February 13, 2013
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.

Board Members Present: Ruth Caputo, Luis Henriquez, Bill Beck, Catherine Niessink, Martha Dahlinger,

Tim Winslow, Christin DeJong, Marty Sepanik
Staff Present: Chris Barnes

Excused Absences: Raoul Wadhwa, Spencer Welling

Minutes: January Minutes approved as amended.

Discussion of Future Goals for the Environmental Board

The Board will decide what goals the board will focus on for the year at the March Meeting.
Goal: Portage Environmental Board and Land Use (Tim)

Does EB have a role in Portage’s Land Use Plan? Is it a worthy goal? Current land use decisions
are consistent with zoning ordinance and 2008 Comprehensive Plan/future use map. Portage’s
vision: responsible economic development, sustainable planning based on environmentally
ethical standards and optimally accessible and environmentally friendly transportation system.
Latest developments such as Old Chicago restaurant and Courtyard by Marriott are consistent
with zoning ordinance and 2008 Comprehensive Plan. Sustainability, responsibility, and
environmental ethics are not individually considered in decision-making process. EB possible
goal is to encourage Planning Commission/City Council consider these environmental standards
during the decision making-process. What’s next? Meet with the Planning Commission/City
Council, submit amendments to the zoning ordinance or do nothing.

Goal: Goals for Invasive Plant Control (Christin)

The goal is to make a positive difference in our natural areas without wasting resources. Targets
for 2013 include monitoring high quality areas, limiting the spread of common herbaceous
species and addressing phragmites. The long term targets are creating a comprehensive control
plan, increasing volunteer numbers, improving our relationship with Parks Dept., increasing
public awareness and gaining access to appropriate control measures. The comprehensive
control plan contains mapping of existing populations, monitoring of existing populations and
non-invaded areas, decisions as to the level of control for each species, plan for achieving
desired level of control and a revegetation plan where necessary. Implementation of these
plans will provide deliverables in a “plants” and “people” categories. Plants such as the
elimination of phragmites patch, napweed and continued control of purple loosestrife. There
will be more volunteers involved and the Park employees will be better informed about invasive



plant control. However, realization of goals will require more time from Board members and
volunteers.

Old Business:
Report to City Council (Marty)

The Council was informed of how much the Environmental Board has change over the past 9 years. EB
has changed from controlling purple loosestrife to include other invasive spices such as garlic mustard.
The project base has broadened to include such projects as recycling and the annual Green-A-Thon.

Recycling plastic #6 (Bill) — response to feedback to EB article in Portager

Plastic #6 is not accepted in the recycling bin primarily for economic reasons, that is, limited volume. His
research also showed a high percentage of materials placed in the recycle bin end up in land fill. The
majority of material recycled is paper.

March agenda should include planning for Fishing Fair, Saturday, May 18.

EB along with Kalamazoo Nature Center, are considering walking tours this Spring at Eliason Reserve to
determine resident plant species. Feasibility will depend on costs and timing.

March’s EB meeting will include discussing planned activities. Board will determine what activities it will
support and members will have to decide which ones they will individually support.

Michigan Dept. of Energy Quality presentation planned for April.

Marty will provide a list of PLS activities in 2012, so that EB members will know what is involved in
continuing the program as project manager (March agenda item).

New Business

Chris asked for help developing signage for the water treatment plant (March agenda item).

Meeting Adjourned: 8:22 pm

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 13 at 7pm in City Hall

Minutes reported by Marty Sepanik



