Environmental Board Meeting
January 9, 2013
Call to Order: 7:06 p.m.

Board Members Present: Ruth Caputo, Luis Henriquez, Chris Barnes, Bill Beck, Catherine Niessink,

Martha Dahlinger, Tim Winslow, Spencer Welling, Christin DeJong, Martin Sepanik
Absences: Raoul Wadhwa

Guests Present: None

Minutes: The board approves the December minutes as amended.

Future Goals for the Environmental Board

The Board will decide what goals the board will focus on for the year at the March Meeting.

Environmental Education

Goal: Improve Environmental Education efforts across the city.

Further educate the public on the environment such as invasive species, but mores specifically
at city planned events. The board would spend time preparing display boards and educate the
public at public events such as the Green-A-Thon, Fishing Fair, and Environmental Awareness
day. The board could also work with different High School groups and other city boards. Further
educate the public would be to develop display boards for use at the Celery Flats, Eliason
Reserve, Lakeview Park, and the Water Treatment Plant.

Energy Efficiency in Government Buildings

Goal: Improve Energy Efficiency in Government Buildings.

Try to Improve the energy efficiency of government buildings by installing energy efficient light
bulbs or heating/cooling systems. The city already implements numerous energy efficient methods at
the government buildings. A different spin on the proposal would be to research different energy
efficient methods to try and spread awareness to consumers. Grand Rapids is a leader in this and we can
use them as an example.

New Business:

Ruth has responded to the local high school students who wrote the board with ideas they had for
improving the environment in the city

The PLS report is finished and will be submitted as soon as possible.



Bill and David will develop a report on #6 plastic so they can properly respond to the feedback to our

article in the Portager.

In February’s board meeting, the board will discuss goals on controlling invasive plants, land use/zoning,

and web page.

Meeting Adjourn: 8:19 p.m




