Environmental Board Meeting

October 9, 2013

Call to Order: 6:59 pm

Members Present: Chris Barnes, Ruth Caputo, Christin Delong, Catherine Niessink, Martha Dahlinger,
Bill Beck, Dave Mayfield, Jamie McCarthy, Genevieve Sertic

Absences: Tim Winslow (excused)
Minutes: The September Meeting Minutes have been approved as Amended.
Old Business:

e Portager Article

0 Tim was not present at the Meeting so we were unable to discuss his progress on the
article in the Portager. We will discuss this again at the next meeting.

Goals and Obijectives

e Generating Energy from Trash

0 Bill is speaking with a private company about the possibility of constructing a plant that
would be able to produce energy by using trash. The plant is a large capital investment

e Eliason Reserve

0 Christin and Ruth will be meeting with Bill Deming on October 14" The meeting will
discuss the new public entrance off Osterhout and hopefully get things going with Garlic
Mustard.

e |nvasive Plants

0 Deadline to get an article in the December Portager is the first week of November. The
article hopes to address Invasive Species awareness and how to control invasive species.

0 Discussion on controlling the phragmities near West lake and the consolidated drain
using spraying methods.

O The Annual Report on PLS is due in November to City Council. Chris and Tim will work
together to get the report to them by the deadline.

e Water Treatment Plant




0 The Canadian Thistle plant, an invasive species, was treated a few weeks ago and today
it was mowed to a height of 10 inches. The total cost for maintaining the Thistle was
$200.00.

0 Progress is being made on the Water treatment plant display signs and Chris is getting
ready to send around a draft for the boards review.

e Phragmities

0 Ruth and Chris met with the biologist from Professional lake management and they will
start spraying the Phragmities owned by the city but not adjacent to surface water
October 14™ and 15™. This will only be done on City Property.

0 Signage will be present indicating that this area has been sprayed.

0 A meeting will be set up with the fire marshall to discuss how to pursue obtaining a
burning permit. Dave, Bill and Ruth will look into this and Chris will set up the meeting
with the fire marshall.

New Business
e Michigan Department of Environmental Quality — SAW Grants
0 SAW Grants — Storm water Asset Management and Wastewater

= The grants are to access a city’s infrastructure on storm and waste water
treatment facilities such as retention basins.

= Chris will prepare the grant application to look at the city’s 73 storm water
basins.

e Deer Population Control

0 Catherine wants the board to look into seeing what the board can do in controlling the
Deer Population in Portage.

0 Jamie will talk to Mark Mills with the DNR about seeing if he could come in and talk to
the board about Deer control methods.

Meeting Adjourn: 8:16

Recorded by: Spencer Welling






