
Environmental Board Minutes for August 13th, 2014 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:14pm 
 
Members Present: Martha, Catherine, Bill, Ruth, Jamie, David, Tim, Judy Graham 
on behalf of Christopher Barnes 
 
Excused Members: Spencer, Christin. 
 
Motion to approve the June minutes made by Jamie, seconded by Catherine.  
Motion passes. 
 

What We’d Like to See From Portage? 
 
Bill questions what role the City Council wants to see from the environmental 
board.  We haven’t gotten much direction or instructions from them over the 
past few years.  Martha concurs with Bill. 
 
Catherine brings up that the only directive seems to be regarding the water 
quality. 
 
Ruth brought up our goals and objectives from the board two years ago was the 
last direction that we received. 
 
Comprehensive plan has now been approved.  One area we could look into is 
how the current zoning ordinance fits in with the comprehensive plan and the 
2025 plan. 
 
Bill would like to see more seriousness from the City Council regarding the 
environment.  It’s possible we could try to get more feedback from them when 
we give our annual report to the City Council in November. 
 
For next month’s meeting, everyone should look over the comprehensive plan 
and be ready to discuss how we can encourage the city to make some changes 
to be more consistent with it. 
 

Invasive Plant Pulls Review 
 
Good effort but overall participation is low.  Need to better coordinate with 
getting information on the pulls on the website.  Student participation was very 
low this year.  We won’t be having pulls on holiday weekends in the future.  We 
did get good help with master gardeners. 
 



We want to work better at getting groups of students to help with pulls next 
year.  Want to work possibly with the environmental-themed classes and also 
look at getting more middle school students. 
 
We’re going to try to avoid weekends with graduations, proms, class parties, etc. 
 
Jamie brings up taking before and after pictures when we do the pulls as well. 
 
We need to also better coordinate with the parks department who does get 
volunteer groups throughout the years.  Maybe an environmental board member 
can attend with these groups while they do pulls. 
 
Maybe we can get more companies to sponsor pulls as well.  Also, lake 
associations and neighborhood associations we can possibly meet with and get 
volunteers as well. 
 
We’d also like to do some mapping of at least one park or one invasive plant 
potentially.  We’d like to look into possibly implementing an invasive species 
ordinance. 
 
List of things we’d like to do and who will work on them 
 
Before/After Checklist—Jamie and Christin 
Schools—Jamie’s husband, Matt McCarthy 
Weed Ordinance—Tim 
Mapping—Ruth, Tim will check Phragmites and Purple Loosestrife this weekend 
 
Scheduling, printing more brochures we’ll look at next year. 
 
Disposal of wastes, hazardous wastes, etc. might be something we can look at in 
the future as well.  David will look into setting something up. 
 

Invasive Species Ordinance 
 
Tim gave a presentation. 
 
Tim presented some options to consider.  The end goal is to make a 
recommendation/suggestion to the city for them to possibly implement. 
 
Bill brings up the point that if the city isn’t going to enforce the ordinance or 
spend the resources to identify violations of the weed ordinance what is the 
point of amending the current one. 
 
We will discuss this at our meeting next month. 



Water Treatment Plant 
 
Invasive plants along the boundaries of the water treatment plant are starting to 
move into the area where the native planting has occurred.  Chris at the moment 
cannot find any groups or companies willing to maintain that area and keep it 
free from invasive plants. 
 
Martha thinks we should attack the thistle this fall before it keeps spreading. 
 
Ruth suggests a group going in and coming up with some solutions to 
upkeeping/maintaining this area. 
 
Martha, Ruth, and David will try to meet with Chris and discuss some potential 
options for maintenance of this area. 
 

Announcements 
 
The Michigan Botanical Club is having a field trip on Saturday, August 16th from 
10am to 1pm at the Foerster property in the Paw Paw River floodplain forest. 
 
The Kalamazoo Climate Change Coalition is meeting on August 19th at the 
Kalamazoo Nature Center at 9am. 
 
Dave mentions using our flyers more. 
 
Tim mentions everyone should read the comprehensive plan. 
 
Elections are in October.  Tim, Spencer, and Catherine’s terms are up as well. 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Jamie, seconded by Catherine.  Motion approved. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:41pm 
 
/s/ Tim Winslow 


