
Environmental Board Minutes on September 10th, 2014 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:07pm 
 
Members Present: Chair Ruth Caputo, Martha Dahlinger, Spencer Welling, 
Catherine Niessink, William Beck, Jamie McCarthy, Christin DeJong, David 
Mayfield, Tim Winslow, and Christopher Barnes, Director of Transportation and 
Utilities. 
 
Ruth is very busy for the next month and will need help from the board to get 
everything accomplished. 
 
Bill moves to approve the minutes, seconded by Martha.  Motion passes. 
 
Old Business 
 
Comprehensive Plan Update Discussion 
 
There were many compliments that the plan looks good.   
 
Martha believes that the City Council consulted the plan in July when discussing 
the use of office space on Centre Avenue in terms of zoning that area as mixed 
use office/residential as it is a transition area. 
 
Bill mentions that the plan didn’t really state many issues that the environmental 
board could grasp onto or areas that fall under the board’s purview.  Bill further 
discussed how the plan did encompass many things regarding how properties 
and neighborhoods are kept up but didn’t really go into specifics regarding how 
to do this. 
 
Ruth breaks down the plan into people, transportation, and urban planning.  
There was some lip service to the environment but nothing too specific about it. 
 
Christin mentions that what stuck out to her was the phrase that the natural 
areas were great but that was because they required minimal maintenance, 
which isn’t really true at all.  Our natural areas do need maintenance. 
 
Martha brings up maybe trying to work better with the parks board and planning 
commission.  
 
Christin mentions using the plan to help get the council or planning commission 
more motivated to help with some of the board’s overall goals. 
 



Bill mentions that the plan lacked incentives or suggestions to really get the plan 
to meet its goals. 
 
Jamie was overall happy with the plan and thought the board could help with the 
educational aspects of the plan.  Jamie also liked seeing some green 
infrastructure components in the plan as well.  The City of Portage could possibly 
look into updating its stormwater guidelines for example. 
 
Ruth agreed with Jamie’s assessment in helping the city with the green 
infrastructure components of the plan. 
 
Chris mentions that the City of Portage is working on a Complete Streets 
ordinance as of right now through its transportation subgroup.  Basically, 
Complete Streets means that if you are using federal money to build a road, you 
have to take into consideration all users of using that road: bicyclists, 
pedestrians, etc.  The rural communities are generally opposed to these ideas.  
The urban communities are more in favor of it.  Installing sidewalks though is 
very controversial with landowners and businesses.  Chris is interesting in finding 
some research or even sponsoring research to determine at what point building 
certain facilities makes sense.  For example, when do you build sidewalks to get 
to certain points or areas?  What is the threshold for people to use these 
facilities? 
 
David felt that there were a lot of places in the plan where the environmental 
board can put in green ideas to help the city meet its goals with the plan.  
Spencer agrees. 
 
Bill brings up that the challenge is for us to link the environmental issues with 
the economics to actual things to do.  There right now seems to be a disconnect 
between the environmental language and what the city actually does. 
 
Spencer echoes David’s sentiments that there are a lot of green input ideas that 
we could put into the comprehensive plan such as encouraging recycling more 
and getting single-stream recycling into the community. 
 
Tim thought the city has several different ideas that relate to environmental 
issues but he feels that there is no concrete evidence showing that these things 
are getting done or they are even considered. They are great ideas, but they 
aren’t being put into action.  The comprehensive plan and the city ordinances 
need to align with each other.  He suggests that each board member come up 1 
or 2 strategies to build a better relationship between the plan and the 
environmental board. That way the board knows how to incorporate their ideas 
into the plan. Tim brings up his goals from last year that the planning 



commission should have some insight from the environmental board so that the 
citizens’ environmental issues are being addressed.  
 
Zoning changes usually go through the administration.  There might be an 
opportunity to have a closer relationship with the planning commission regarding 
it. 
 
This month’s homework is for each member to bring back a concept/idea from 
the comprehensive plan that the city could use to meet its goals in the plan. 
 
Phragmites Burn 
 
Phragmites burn is supposed to occur sometime this fall.  We haven’t been able 
to contact the group that is supposed to do the burn.  The money is there to do 
the burn, it just hasn’t been done yet.  Dave will pester the group about doing it 
sometime soon. 
 
Invasive Species Bins at West Lake Nature Preserve 
 
The Eagle Scout did make boxes to hold bags that could be used to pick up the 
garlic mustard along with brochures.  There is also a display board regarding 
garlic mustard in the shelter.  He created three of these stations at the West 
Lake Nature Preserve.  The Parks Department is asking if the environmental 
board to maintain these along with the display board.  We will consider doing 
this and talk about this issue in the future. 
 
Portage and Bacon Retention Basin/Pond 
 
The neighborhood is wondering how to maintain it in order to keep it from 
transforming over to wetland since there is no outflow from the pond.  That is an 
issue the board will look into as well.  Catherine mentions maybe adding a 
fountain and stones around it. 
 
Announcements 
 
Michigan Botanical Club is doing an event at some point in the future. 
 
The Kalamazoo Area Runners is having part of their Fall Trail Runs Series in 
Eliason Reserve and Bishop’s Bog.  They are having the Jack-O’-Lantern 5k and 
10k Trail Run through Eliason Reserve/Bishop’s Bog. 
 
The book The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas was 
chosen by the Kalamazoo Public Library as the 2015 Reading Together book 
selection. 



 
Next Thursday, September 18th at 7pm at the Planning Commission Meeting, 
Chris is giving a presentation on stormwater management. 
 
The City of Portage was successful on the second round of SAW grants regarding 
assessing the basins around the City of Portage. 
 
Spencer makes a motion to adjourn, seconded by Tim.  Motion passes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


