
Environmental Board Minutes February 11th, 2015 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:04pm 
 
Members Present: Chair Ruth Caputo, Vice-Chair Martha Dahlinger, Catherine 
Niessink, Christin DeJong, David Mayfield, Tim Winslow, Judy Graham 
representing Director of Transportation & Utilities Christopher Barnes 
 
Excused Members Absent: William Beck, Jamie McCarthy, Spencer Welling, and 
Henry Zhou, representative from the student advisory committee.  
 
Catherine made a motion to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by 
David.  Motion passes. 
 
Old Business 
 
Recycling Update 
 
Republic has not yet given us general recycling data for the City of Portage.  
David will work on getting that data from Chris.  At our next meeting, Spencer, 
David, Bill, and Tim will give a presentation and then ask the environmental 
board for a resolution in support of a recommendation to the city council.  The 
plan will be to go to city council in late March. 
 
Martha brings up educating citizens if single-stream recycling is implemented and 
that bigger trash containers may be encouraging people to create more trash.  
This will be a topic to bring up with the vendors that bid.  Most vendors do have 
an education component to their recycling programs. 
 
Ruth and Christin both support making education a big part of anything we end 
up doing single-stream recycling.  David thinks putting something on the 
container itself would be best. 
 
Invasives Group Update 
 
Ruth would like the board to heavily educate/advertise the first plant pull we plan 
to do in May of this year.  Ruth has exchanged emails with the new Parks board 
chair.   
 
Judy says that the parks department will be split into public services and then 
parks and senior services.  Rod Russell is the new Director of Public Services that 
will also handle parks maintenance.  But most park programs will now be 



handled by the new Director of Parks and Senior Services.  That position was just 
posted.  Ruth plans to have by next meeting a plan regarding invasive species. 
 
Deer Predation 
 
Tim and Bill will continue to work on the article and survey regarding this issue 
for next month’s Portager. 
 
Purple Loosestrife 
 
Tim has contacted various companies Borgess, Treystar, and Hinman regarding 
purchasing beetles.  All three companies were interested in purchasing beetles.  
Tim has also contacted Austin Lake and West Lake associations regarding 
purchasing beetles.  Tim would also like to hunt some people down around 
Gourdneck Lake to see if some concerned citizens would purchase beetles there.  
Tim will also keep working to see if more area groups would be interested in 
purchasing beetles that have Purple Loosestrife on their property.  Tim would like 
anyone that sees Purple Loosestrife on private land to let him know so he can 
work with private landowners about purchasing beetles potentially. 
 
New Business 
 
Water Treatment Native Plant Maintenance 
 
Martha talked with Jerry Stewart and is working with Chris on getting bids for the 
maintenance for the native plantings that occurred around the water treatment 
plant.  Martha will meet with Ruth and Tim when they meet the new Directors of 
Public Services and Parks & Senior Services.  Chris has also ordered the signs for 
the water treatment plant. 
 
Announcements 
 
The Kalamazoo County Parks Department held two meetings to gather public 
input and their opinions concerning the facilities, programs, and future goals for 
the parks at 7pm on Thursday, February 12th and 1pm on Friday, February 13th. 
 
Catherine brings up that a climate change coalition group has formed in the 
Kalamazoo area and is starting to work on things.  She will forward the 
information to the board when she finds it. 
 
David made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Tim.  Motion passes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:51pm 
 



 
/s/ Tim Winslow 


