
Environmental Board Minutes, Nov. 11, 2015 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:05pm 

 

Members Present:, Vice Chair Martha Dahlinger,  Catherine Niessink, 
Jamie McCarthy, David Mayfield, Mike Sergeant, and Jerry Kroehn, City 
Engineer -  Jamie Harmon 

 
Members Excused - Absent:  Ruth Caputo, Tim Winslow, William Beck, 
Student Advisory Board Member Daniel Saba. 
 

Introduction of the guest: Hannah Hudson - moved to Kalamazoo in 
April, forestry program, Tall grass and wed inspector for Kalamazoo up 
to now. Now consultant on Japanese knotweed. 
 

Approval of November minutes: change of name:  Kieser Assoc. 
Catherine made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by David.  
Motion passes. 
 

Guest Speaker: Hannah Hudson - email: 
 hannahhudsonlovestheforest@hotmail.com 

 

Japanese Knotweed: Fallopia japonica, Polygonium cuspiditum??? False 
bamboo. In MISIN - listed under herbs 

Japanese Knotweed (JK)- - has been reported by citizen of Kalamazoo. 
Very bad problem in England. Destroys sidewalks, building, takes 5-8 
years to get rid of;  
It is highly invasive. Also known as 'bamboo -has white plumes, grows 
up to 10-15 ft. tall, comes from volcanic areas and survives by growing 
as fast as it can. Roots are issue, grow up to 10' down, and 65 feet in 
every direction. Leavings/cuttings keep growing, can take years, looks 
for any weakness. Volcanic rock kept it in check, but in 1800s it was 
stolen from Japan and taken to UK as garden plant, and in the US it 
was planted for beauty and erosion control. Nothing lives on it, nothing 
eats its. Cutting, trimming stimulates it.  
From an Article: "The Plant That Ate Britain". It can grow 3 inches two 
feet in a week, after that it grows underground. It can grow under a 
road and come up on the other side. Can act as a wedge and can grow 
up to gutters, Can be transported by fill dirt. In the UK, property with JK 
loses almost all its value, and the property cannot be sold without proof 
that you have hired an eradication company to manage it for the next 
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decade. An expert had heard of a person who was denied insurance 
because he has JK on his property. In UK there is now not a single six-
mile square patch of the country that is Japanese Knotweed free.   
In UK it is treated as hazardous waste, and must be removed and 
disposed of by a licensed waste control operator.  
 

Statewide (Mich): It is illegal to move soil with it in it, illegal to mow it, 
cut, pot it, etc If cuttings are left it sprouts. All forms are illegal 
Illegal  since 2005 to possess plant material except to have it identified 
or in conjunction with control efforts.  
It only takes a fingernail size bit of root or plant material to sprout a 
new one. Sprouts very fast.  
Kalamazoo is checking on what is on property, where is it going, and so 
forth - when they take up fill dirt.(which contains cuttings and roots) 

Portage: Has been seen by Portage Creek, by Sonic on Romence Rd. , 
and a patch on Kilgore in front of Meijer, and on the Kalamazoo River. 
Portage: behind Village Green apts - may be a giant knotweed., small 
patch on corner of Sprinkle & Romence - Christmas tree farm; on 
Kilgore, just inside Portage on Oakland - two hundred feet from pre-
school (where did the soil go),  on Park & ride at Oakland Possible 

Present on 34th Ave in Gobles 

In Allegan County - Harrisburg. - entire city has it because it got in the 
city compost. They are trying to get rid of by wrapping it in root barrier, 
and burying it 15' deep (at least) And hope that it works 

Present in all but two of the provinces in Canada  
There are two kinds regular and Giant knotweed - They can hybridize 
and the hybrid has 1000s of seeds. So get rid of Giant knotweed first.  
Hybrids have heart shape, Japanese has a flat top of the leaf,   
JK is aleopathic - inhibits growth of other plant seeds 

 

It is very bad for river areas and has been found on Consumers river 
property. Cuttings float down the river and grow downstream, causing 
degradation of fish habitat and erosion of riverbank.  
It is present in 39 states, declared invasive in 12. In Michigan in at least 
28 counties (per Uof M's Herbarium) , and also in Calhoun County. And 
there are a lot of illegal dumping sites 

 

It needs a community response.   
  



Other issues: It is a fire hazard when it dries. But cutting stimulates the 
root growth. Most people say - can't kill without herbicide. Small 
infestations - takes years of cutting -  
first year - 10 cutting, next year 9 cuttings, etc. and can live up to 20 
years in dormant condition. 
 

Discussion: 

Question: Steam treating soil - Michigan Tech is exploring options. Also 
MSU and U of M.  
Environet site(Not sure where that is or who it is):  - They are testing 
soil sifting. - problem if material size of a thumb can get through - 
doesn't work.  
Question - is it in the stormwater retention basins? Need to check any 
place that brush is going. 
Michigan Dept. of Natural Rec. site has Best Control Practices. The list 
steps to take - problem Round up makes it grow faster. It has to be 
mixed with other herbicides to work.  
Best control practices - identify and map. Spotting and eradicate it 
quickly is the first crucial step 

  
Identification: 

JK is most fragile when first established. Learning how to identify it, so 
that you can spot and eradicate it quickly is the first crucial step to 
control  
 -has white plumes, grows up to 10-15 ft. tall,Tiny white flowers in 
plumes 

Bright orange cross section in rizome, purple speckled stems. Starts 
growing in March with bright red stems. 
 

Kalamazoo plans for working on problem: In February they are starting 
with warnings - put up signs that say 'this is a contaminated area.'  
Poliicies: Add to contracts with mowing/construction companies, early 
surveying of future construction sites, adding it to survey checklist, 
implementing decontamination measure and a 

classification chart  to work on it - red, yellow green, etc Map the areas, 
target the smallest areas first, treatment is site specific 

Also check spreading pattern - is is city equipment moving it?  
 

Insect control - Psyillid Itidori is a bug being tested - Another name is 
Aphalara itadori - not yet approved. 
 



Note:  Feb. 21 -27 is National Invasive Week. - Kalamazoo is putting out 
information on JK. Talking to newspapers, newsletters, etc, City 
newsletter, and so forth.  
Kalamazoo is also putting a page on their website - so people can 
report it, ask questions, etc 

 

Single-Stream Recycling - Bill - Tim & Bill are absent 
 

Meeting with Parks - Martha - nothing to report yet 
 

 Report to the Board 

Martha would have liked us to send Ruth's letter to all depts: and have 
someone meet with those depts. before Bd. send out the report to 
counsel.  
The report is due in November and since there are time constraints that 
will not be possible.  
 

Volunteer group activation - Bill - - not here 

 

Other Old Business 

Martha spoke to MDot about spraying on highways (US 131 & I-94)- 
and they are indeed spraying herbicides  - They are required to 
announce this once a year. Announced in Gazette April 7, 2015 - tells 
landowners herbicides used. 7 regions in state, GR in one region, we 
are in Southwest region. In Southwest - MDOT does spraying. 
Specifications are: On highway first 15 feet - has to be grass, 15-25 feet 
no trees, after that natural areas. Martha will continue to talk to them. 
 

New Business 

1. The Board at Austin Lake needs to be updated. Martha will resend 
her requirements for the board, we will discuss this at next meeting. 
2. Consider Martha's & Ti's possibilities for goals for next year. Please 
read the emails sent and discuss next meeting.  
3. For Ruth's report to the City Council: where it addresses invasive 
species issues - add to report as main goal for next year.  Martha 
moves: Mike seconded.  
 

Board Member Comments: 

Deer article was of interest to Jerry (article from Ann Arbor)  
Portage has nothing in ordinance about Deer 

 

 - Adjourn 8:30 p.m. 



 

Next Meeting Dec. 9, 7 p.m. at City Hall 
 

s/s Catherine Niessink 

 


