
CITY OF PORTAGE HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
Minutes of Meeting, March 28, 2012 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Approximately 6:40 p.m. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cody Dekker, Diane Durian, Angela Manahan Ilori, Elma (Pat) Maye, Nadeem Mirza, Cory 
Puterbaugh, Sandra Sheppard 
 

MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Marc Meulman, Ray LaPoint, Kyle Huitt (Youth Advisory Committee Liaison) 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Vicki Georgeau, Director of Community Development, Elizabeth Money, Neighborhood 
Program Specialist 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Durian and supported by Mirza to approve the March 1, 2012 
minutes as submitted. Upon voice vote, motion passed 7-0. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Public Hearing - Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program: FY 2012-13 Annual Action Plan:  

Sheppard opened the public hearing.  Georgeau provided an overview of the plan and summarized proposed 
activities with the funds available next fiscal year.  In review of the comparative budget table, staff noted that 
despite reductions in federal appropriations for the CDBG Program, the city will experience an increase in 
funding due to increased poverty rates for the community.  Staff noted that in an effort to address reduced 
funding trends over the past several years, and further cuts anticipated in future years, a portion of the costs for 
grant administration and neighborhood improvement/code compliance activities has been shifted to the General 
Fund to ensure a significant level of CDBG Program funds are directed to assisting low income residents with 
housing maintenance and rehabilitation activities, which has been the cornerstone of the CDBG Program.  
Sheppard asked if the 2010 Census data impacted the entitlement grant.  Georgeau explained that while the 
decennial census is considered the official data count, HUD now uses five-year estimate data available through 
the American Community Survey to determine the amount of funding entitlement grantees receive.  Pat (Elma) 
Maye, an employee of the Fair Housing Center of Southwest Michigan (a CDBG sub-recipient) disclosed a 
conflict of interest and abstained from discussion.  Staff explained that each year funding is provided to the Fair 
Housing Center of Southwest Michigan to assist with fair housing education and enforcement efforts.  Dekker 
requested an overview of the activities provided by the Fair Housing Center.  Staff noted that the Executive 
Director of the Fair Housing Center would make a presentation to the Board at the May 3, 2012 meeting.  
Dekker expressed an interest in the Board reviewing adoption of a local fair housing ordinance, which should 
also address discrimination based upon sexual orientation.  Georgeau added that HUD recently adopted a federal 
rule that prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation with housing funded by HUD.  In conclusion, staff 
explained the next steps in the process were a City Council budget workshop on May 1, 2012 and City Council 
review and approval of the CDBG Program document on May 8th, and submission to HUD by May 15, 2012.  As 
no further comments were received, the public hearing was closed.     
 

2. 2011-12 Goal Update and Proposed 2012-13 Goals – Board Discussion:  The Board reviewed the draft memo to 
City Council and proposed 2012-13 Goals. The Board discussed a city-wide anti-discrimination ordinance, the 
need for research into discrimination in Portage, further understanding of discrimination laws, and the role the 
HSB would have in preparing and recommending such an ordinance. The Board concluded this activity would 
fall under the goal of fair housing activities and it could be discussed at future meetings. Maye moved and Ilori 
seconded approval of the Goal Update and 2012-13 Goals and Objectives as proposed. Upon voice vote, motion 
passed 7-0.   
 

3. Metro Transit ADA Advisory Committee – Update by Board member Meulman: As Meulman was not present, 
no report was provided.   

 

STATEMENT OF CITIZENS:  
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth Money, Neighborhood Program Specialist 
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