
 CITY OF PORTAGE HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
Minutes of Meeting, March 6, 2014 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 6:32 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Durian (arrived 6:57), Shawn Havens, Effie Kokkinos, Elma (Pat) Maye, Nadeem Mirza 
(arrived 6:35), Edward Morgan, Sandra Sheppard, and Kitu Kumya (Youth Advisory Representative) 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Maye moved and Morgan supported excusing Raymond LaPoint. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Amanda Woodin 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Elizabeth Money, Neighborhood Program Specialist 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Kokkinos questioned if a reason for leaving early needed to be added to the February 
minutes. Staff indicated that the time people arrived and/or left was provided for voting records. Mirza moved and 
Kokkinos supported approval of the February 6, 2014 minutes as submitted. Motion passed 6-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Fair Housing Activity Update – Presentation by Bob Ells, Executive Director, Fair Housing Center of Southwest 
Michigan: Ells presented an overview of the Fair Housing Center of South West Michigan including educational, 
training, and enforcement activities, and provided an update on the annual conference (which will occur in June), 
activities targeted for Portage residents, and national trends in fair housing matters. In response to Board questions, 
Ells provided information on the process for addressing housing discrimination complaints and conducting testing, 
how complaints are resolved, and ways in which people discriminate. Nationally, there is an estimated 4,000,000 
fair housing violations a year but less than 10% of those are reported. Ells indicated that education and testing are 
invaluable in fighting for equal housing rights.  

 
The Board had additional questions about training and ways in which Fair Housing laws were violated. Maye 
offered to provide training to the Board. However, another option was for Board members to attend the conference 
being scheduled for June. Maye indicated that the conference may be free, would be held at the Radisson, and 
multiple sessions would be provided in addition to a keynote speaker. Maye will provide the Board with conference 
details once they are available.  

 
2. Kalamazoo Transit Authority LAC Update – Maye:  Maye indicated she had no new information to provide but 

there would be another LAC meeting prior to the next Board meeting.  
 

STATEMENT OF CITIZENS:  Kumya provided an update on Youth Advisory Committee activities including an 
upcoming environmental event in April. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Board, Maye moved and Havens supported adjournment. 
Motion passed 7-0. Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Elizabeth Money, Neighborhood Program Specialist 
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