
Park Board Meeting Minutes 
July 10, 2013 

 
Board Present: Karista Gallick, Jim Novaria, Jan Whitcomb, Doug Barrett, Lauren 
Ammar, Charles Thomas (term begins September 1) 
Excused Absent: Susan Williams, Jim Bennink, Kathleen Hoyle, Roger Smith 
Staff Present: Bill Deming 
 
Meeting was called to order by Jim Novaria at 6:30 p.m. at Ramona Park, 7 p.m. at 
Lakeview Park 
 
Introduction of New Student Board Member: Lauren Ammar introduced herself to the 
Board.  She is excited with the opportunity to serve the community. 
 
Introduction of Guests: Ken Glerum – lives on Zylman, near Ramona Park; said he’s 
happy with the park and thinks the city is doing a good job of maintaining it. Mr. Glerum 
pointed out that some groups reserving fields will play music too loud. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Jan made motion to approve previous meeting’s minutes, Karista 
seconded, all others unanimous 
 
New Business 

A. Discussions of Ramona and Lakeview Parks (handout distributed on Ramona 
Park) 

- Ramona Park: 65 acres in size, Ramona was a well-known vacation spot long 
before Portage became a city.  It had a dance pavilion, baseball field, cottages for 
rent and active waterfront area that date back to the early 1900’s.  The city 
acquired the park in 1971.  Ramona is still very active with sports fields, 
playgrounds, sports courts, beach operation and picnic facilities.  It is popular for 
parties and picnics. 

- Lakeview Park: 24 acres in size, Lakeview is an older city park, acquired in 1965.  
Lakeview contains tennis, basketball, and volleyball courts, a softball field, picnic 
shelters and considerable open space. In 2002, two permanent fishing piers and 
asphalt walkways were installed.  A channel connecting Austin Lake and West 
Lake is the northern park boundary and in the spring is a popular fishing location 
for perch.  Recently, an Eagle Scout took on project of cleaning out brush in park 
and now patrons can see lake much better. 

 
B. Get Active Portage  
- Vendors have been contacted; only a couple so far have officially confirmed 

attendance and sent checks; others have shown interest, still waiting on official 
confirmation 

- Still need to contact other vendors regarding door prizes 
- Lee’s kayak demonstrations all set 
- Triathlon set; approximately 75 children will participate 
- When closer to event, will order rental tables for vendors to use 



 
C. Friends Group Report 
- Kathleen still maintaining 
 
Summary Activity (see handout) 
- More than halfway through softball season 
- More teas and lunch events scheduled 
- Working with Kalamazoo Nature Center on camps and informative walks 
- Concert on July 13th with food and drinks for sale 
- July 16th – dedication at Eliason Nature Reserve 
 
Comments 
- Taste of Portage event received praise and people had fun at event 
- People are looking forward to Get Active Portage event 
- Bill recognized John Milowe (Parks Superintendant) for the leadership he has 

provided for park maintenance 
 
Adjournment: Jan made motion to adjourn meeting at 7:15 p.m., Doug seconded, all 
others unanimous 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karista Gallick, Secretary 
 
Next Meeting: August 7, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Oakland Park, 7:15 Haverhill Park 
 


