Historic District Commission
Meeting Notes for September 3, 2014

In Attendance: Mark Reile, Jim Ebert, Suzanne Nemeth, Katie vanLonkhuyzen, Russ Randall,
Christine Broberg, Erica Eklov, Al Van Kampen
Unexcused Absence: Theresa Bunch & Dorie Ehrig

Meeting was called to order.
August Meeting minutes were approved with minor typo changes.

Old Business Updates:

1521 Centre: Erica & Mark sent a letter to the owners following the August meeting. Mark also
spoke to the owners. It was explained that the design and materials need to be described and
shown in more specific detail. Also all zoning variances needed to be met before approval will
be given for deconstruction of barn. Also, a realtor has contacted the City regarding the
property as the properties on either side are currently for sale.

3221 West Milham: No activity on approved work. City was following up per pending code
violation. No action required by HDC at this time.

2663 Mandigo: Inquiry was made by commission member as to if any work had been done to
property. To date no known work has been completed.

New Business Updates:

6849 Sprinkle Road: Certificate of Appropriateness from owner to paint the Greek Revival
house on the property. Paint colors will be similar to existing paint scheme. Katie moved that
certificate be approved as written. Christine seconded. Motion passed with no further
discussion.

5134 Oakland Drive: Application for removal from Historic District was presented yesterday by
the owners who are trying to sell property. They feel being a member of the district has no
advantages to the home owner and they believe it is hindering their ability to sell the home.
Mark had conversations in recent weeks with both the current owner and a potential buyer.
The potential buyer did not seem discouraged by the parameters of the Historic District
regarding some changes they would like to make to the property. Jim moved to deny
application as written as property is essential to the history of Portage. Christine seconded
motion and it passed with no further discussion.

The terms of three commissioners end in 2014. There will be vacancies to fill.



