
Did you know?
Non-family and single households are 
growing

Foreclosures are decreasing, 
signaling recovery from the 
recession

73% of the City is zoned 
for residential use; 
19% for industrial use; 
8% for commercial use
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Single-Family

Two-Family

MHP - Manufactured Home Park

MFMD - Multi Family Medium Density

MFHD - Multi Family High Density

LB - Local Business

GB - General Business

OF - Office

CP - Regional Business

LIND -Light Industrial

HI - Heavy Industrial

AG - Agriculture

AG-Agriculture Intensive (Greenhouse)

Utility

P/I - Public Institutional

Vacant/Undeveloped

PRVREC - Private Recreation

PUBREC - Public Recreation

ROW

Path: R:\GISADMIN\karl\projects\DEPTS\COM DEV\comp plan update 2012\elu2012.mxd

Date: 8/16/2013

2007 land use 2012 land use acres gained/lost % change

Single Family Residential 7321 7057 -264 -3.6%

Multi Family Residential 865 891 26 3.0%

Commercial 936 889 -47 -5.0%

Office 586 459 -127 -21.7%

Industrial 1622 1399 -223 -13.7%

Public/Quasi-Public Recreation & Institutional 3401 3629 228 6.7%

Intensive Ag 154 155 1 0.6%

Other (water/utility/ROW) 4551 4553 2 0.0%

Vacant 3101 3505 404 13.0%
22537 22537 0

Significant trends:
1) Single Family Res reduced due to duplexes going to "Res Multi Family" and vacant platted lots going to "Vacant"
2) Office reduced due to Pfizer props reclassified to "vacant"
3) Industrial reduced due to Pfizer property reclassified to "vacant"
4) Public Quasi/Pub Rec increased due to Eliason
5) Vacant increased from Pfizer reclassifications and additional single family platted vacant lots

43% of Portage’s housing stock 
was built during its period of rapid 
growth (1960’s/1970’s)



Commercial-Retail/Small Office

• Quality site design
• Attractive and effective signage
• Protect adjacent residential uses 

from impacts associated with 
commercial/industrial activities

• Orient buildings to street
• Balancing demand across city

Recent Development Projects
• The former K-Mart Center that has been 

vacant for several years, is currently 
being renovated to accommodate Dick’s 
Sporting Goods, Hobby Lobby and Aldi. 
(2013)  

• Construction of Marriott Hotel, a $5.6 
million investment along Trade Center 
Way (2013)

• Celebration Cinema invested 
approximately $2 million to renovate 
the existing facility to accommodate the 
regions only IMAX theater. (2011/2012)

• Shaver Road Business Corridor is home 
to several expanding or renovated 
commercial businesses including a 
second Meijer store which completed a 
$4 million renovation project in 2012, 
Wal-Mart (with plans for a 66,500 “super 
center” expansion), Barrett’s Smoke 
House, Extreme Clean Carwash and 
Mulligan’s Grill and Steakhouse

Best Practice: Site + Building Design
Best Practice: Site + Building Design

Best Practice: Site + Building Design



Industrial
Currently not enough demand for all 
the planned industrial - what should 
it be?

Hold for future use? Attract 
research & development? Plan for an 
alternative use?

Recent Development Projects
• Stryker Corporation invested an additional $5.6 million 

in their medical instruments facility located 4100 East 
Milham and Pfizer invested an additional $1.2 million in 
their Portage Road manufacturing facility. (2012)

• Other industries located within the Sprinkle Road 
Industrial Corridor also made significant investments.  
Mann+Hummel, Summit Polymers, and Bower 
Manufacturing.  These investment projects will result in 
the creation of 110 new jobs and the retention of over 800 
existing jobs. (2012)

• Pfizer Corporation invested approximately $8.4 million in 
their manufacturing operations and Stryker Corporation 
invested approximately $8.2 million to expand 
administrative operations into a vacant 400,000 square 
foot office building located on Romence Road Parkway. 
(2011)

• In order to better serve Kalamazoo-Battle Creek 
International Airport passengers, a new $39 million, 
100,000 square foot airport terminal was completed. 
(2011)



Housing + Neighborhoods
To support Portage’s different age groups and changing family types, it is important 
to provide a variety of  housing types to meet each group’s needs.

Townhouses (especially near City Centre)

Senior Housing

Multi-Family Housing

Single-Family Housing

• Safe and secure
• Walkable and friendly
• Traffic at a safe speed and volumes
• Quality city services/schools
• Strong neighborhood organizations

• Well-maintained public and private spaces
• Convenient access to services like groceries
• Access to neighborhood parks/open space/

schools

What makes a great neighborhood?


