
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

October 18, 2012 
 

The City of Portage Planning Commission meeting of October 18, 2012 was called to order by Chairman 
Cheesebro at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue.  No 
citizens were in attendance. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Wayne Stoffer, Bill Patterson, Paul Welch, Dave Felicijan, Rick Bosch, Miko Dargitz, David Artley, Allan 
Reiff and James Cheesebro. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

None.  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
 

 None.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Christopher Forth, Deputy Director of Planning, Development and Neighborhood Services; Michael West, 
Assistant City Planner; Randall Brown, City Attorney; and Jill Hess, Deputy Director of Recreation & Senior 
Citizen Services.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Chairman Cheesebro led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

Chairman Cheesebro referred the Commission to the October 4, 2012 meeting minutes contained in the 
agenda packet.  A motion was offered by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner Stoffer, to 
approve the minutes as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

None. 
 
SITE/FINAL PLANS: 

 

None.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. 2013 Recreation and Open Space Plan Update.  Mr. Forth summarized the staff report dated October 
12, 2012 regarding the proposed update to the Recreation and Open Space Plan component of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Forth explained the statutory process for updates to the Comprehensive Plan 
pursuant to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act and stated this was the first step whereby the Planning 
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Commission reviews the draft document and then submits it to City Council for review, comment and 
distribution to adjacent communities and the county.  After distribution and a 42 day review comment period, 
Mr. Forth indicated the Planning Commission will then conduct a public hearing and forward a 
recommendation to City Council who will formally adopt the Plan Update.  Mr. Forth then summarized the 
major changes to the Plan Update and then introduced Ms. Jill Hess, Deputy Director of Recreation & Senior 
Citizen Services. 

Ms. Hess, Mr. Forth and the Commission next discussed various aspects of the 2013 Recreation and Open 
Space Plan Update including the annual parks/facilities assessment process, the use of the Plan Update for 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) grant applications, reduction in the surrey and canoe 
rental program, funding sources for recreational programs and services and the upcoming public hearing for 
the Eliason Nature Reserve Master Plan.  Commissioner Dargitz suggested including a map of sensitive areas 
in the 2013 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update document, similar to the map contained in the 2008 
Comprehensive Plan (Map 3 – Natural Features).  Commissioner Stoffer asked where “Allan Creek” was in the 
city?  Mr. Forth and Ms. Hess indicated they would research but believe the reference may be to Davis Creek.  
Commissioner Reiff stated there are many terms in the Plan document that are not commonly known and 
suggested inclusion of definitions to assist the intended user of the document.  Commissioner Artley stated the 
City of Portage does an excellent job managing the park/trails system which enhances the quality of life for all 
residents.  Commissioner Reiff indicated the data contained in Table 1 – Average Monthly Climatological Data 
does not correlate with the text at the top of Page II-2.  Ms. Hess stated she would review and make 
adjustments where necessary.  Commissioner Reiff also provided a list of typographical errors he identified 
while reviewing the plan document.  Commissioner Welch inquired as to why there was no reference to gun 
clubs/shooting ranges in Table 6 – Major Facilities (within 30 minutes travel time).  Ms. Hess indicated she 
would review and discuss with Parks Department staff and make changes, where appropriate.     

After additional discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Bosch, seconded by Commissioner 
Reiff, to forward the 2013 Recreation and Open Space Plan Update to City Council with consideration of the 
following: 1) Inclusion of a natural features/sensitive areas map similar to the map included in the 2008 
Comprehensive Plan; 2) Inclusion of definitions within the text portion of the Water Resources section, and 3) 
Inclusion of other clarifications/corrections identified by the Commission during the review and discussion of 
the draft document (see previous paragraph).  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: 
 

None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christopher T. Forth, AICP 
Deputy Director of Planning, Development & Neighborhood Services 
 
S:\Commdev\2012-2013 Department Files\Board Files\Planning Commission\PC Minutes\PCMin101812.doc 


