
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

December 6, 2012 
 

The City of Portage Planning Commission meeting of December 6, 2012 was called to order by Vice-
Chairman Welch at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue.  No 
citizens were in attendance. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Wayne Stoffer, Miko Dargitz, Allan Reiff, Dave Artley and Paul Welch. 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

Dave Felicijan.  
 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
 

 James Cheesebro, Bill Patterson and Rick Bosch.  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Christopher Forth, Deputy Director of Planning, Development and Neighborhood Services; and Michael 
West, Assistant City Planner.  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Vice-Chairman Welch led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

Vice-Chairman Welch referred the Commission to the November 15, 2012 meeting minutes contained in 
the agenda packet.  A motion was offered by Commissioner Dargitz, seconded by Commissioner Reiff, to 
approve the minutes as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

SITE/FINAL PLANS: 
 

None.  
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

None.  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

None.  
 
 

 7:05pm   -   The Commission convened the meeting to City Hall Conference Room No. 2 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. City of Portage 50th Anniversary Celebration – Recognition of Portage Businesses.  Mr. Forth referred the 
Commission to the information contained in the agenda packet and clarified the direction from City Council 
regarding this item of business.  Mr. Forth advised the Commission they should be ready to implement any 
idea suggested to City Council.  The Commission reviewed and discussed the suggestions that were identified 
during the November 1st and 15th meetings and summarized in the November 30, 2012 Department of 
Community Development staff report.  Vice-Chairman Welch indicated that ideas 4, 5, 6 and 7 previously 
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identified by the Commission were already being coordinated by City Council or were determined by City 
Council to be too costly to pursue.  Vice-Chairman Welch suggested focusing Commission discussion on ideas 
1, 2 and 3 listed in the November 30, 2012 staff report.  
 Commissioner Dargitz suggested combining ideas 1 (creation of a “pass book” of area businesses) and 2 
(establishment of a business-sponsored raffle) and suggesting idea 3 (establishment of a listing of Portage 
business with a short profile) as a secondary suggestion.  Commissioner Reiff and Vice-Chairman Welch 
expressed concerns about time limitations and whether other volunteers, such as the Portage Senior Center or 
Portage Rotary, could provide assistance.  Commissioner Stoffer asked whether staff would be available to 
assist the Commission and whether the Commission would have access to the Portage web site for 
implementation.  Mr. Forth stated that staff could provide some resource assistance and depending on the 
proposal, use of the city web site could be considered.  The Commission suggested recommending to City 
Council that the creation of a pass book to support and recognize Portage businesses be considered.  While the 
Commission agreed that the specific details would need to be identified later, if City Council accepts the idea, 
the pass book concept would include a list of participating businesses and citizens who patronize these 
businesses would have the pass book validated.  At the end of a specific time period, those citizens who 
participated in the activity would have their name entered in a drawing to win a prize.  The prize(s) would 
likely be donated from the participating businesses. 
 After additional discussion, a motion was made by Commission Artley, seconded by Commissioner 
Dargitz, to recommend to City Council that consideration be given to the creation of a “pass book” of Portage 
businesses that citizens could patronize as a way of recognizing area businesses as part of the City of Portage 
50th Anniversary Celebration.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: 
 

None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christopher T. Forth, AICP 
Deputy Director of Planning, Development & Neighborhood Services 
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