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CITY OF PORTAGE PLANNING COMMISSION

AGENDA

October 2, 2014
(7:00 p.m.)

Portage City Hall Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
* September 18, 2014

SITE/FINAL PLANS:

* 1. Revised Site Plan/Request to Exceed Maximum Parking Requirement for Latitude 42, 7842 and
7908 (portion thereof) Portage Road

* 2. Final Plan: 1¥' Source Bank, 2301 West Centre Avenue

* 3. Site Plan: Kenco Development, 6501 Portage Road

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

* 1. Final Report: Rezoning Application #15-1, 6291 South 12% Street

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

STATEMENT OF CITIZENS:

ADJOURNMENT:

MATERIALS TRANSMITTED

August 26, 2014 City Council regular meeting minutes
August 26, 2014 City Council special meeting minutes

Star (*) indicates printed material within the agenda packet.
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September 18, 2014

The City of Portage Planning Commission meeting of September 18, 2014 was called to order by
Chairman Welch at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue.
Four citizens were in attendance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chairman Welch led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Christopher Forth, Deputy Director of Planning, Development and Neighborhood Services; Michael West,
Senior City Planner; and Randy Brown, City Attorncy.

ROLL CALL:

Mr. Forth called the role and the following Commissioners were present: Patterson, Stoffer, Welch,
Schimmel, Somers and Richmond. Chairman Welch indicated he did receive requests from Commissioners
Felicijan, Bosch and Dargitz to be excused from the mecting. A motion was made by Commissioncr
Schimmel, seconded by Commissioner Somers, to approve the role excusing Commissioners Felicijan, Bosch
and Dargitz. The motion was unanimously approved 6-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman Welch referred the Commission to the August 21, 2014 meeting minutes contained in the
agenda packet. A motion was made by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner Somers, to
approve the minutes as submitted. The motion was unanimously approved 6-0.

SITE/FINAL PLANS:

None.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

I. Active Home QOccupation Permit (Denisa Darsow). 249 Equestrian Drive. Mr. West summarized the
staff report dated September 12, 2014 regarding the request for an Active Home Occupation Permit from Ms.
Denisa Darsow to establish a one chair hair salon within her residence located at 249 Equestrian Drive. Mr.
West indicated an approximate 8-foot by 12-foot portion of the attached garage would be renovated to living
space to accommodate the hair salon. Mr. West briefly discussed the application materials including the
hours of operation, anticipated number of clients and traffic generation associated with the proposed hair
salon and also summarized the review criteria for Active Home Occupations as outlined in Section 42-129 of
the Zoning Code. Mr. West then referred the Commission to a letter dated September 12, 2014 from Ms.
Laurie Bailey, 302 Equestrian Drive (included in final agenda packet), and briefly discussed parking available
at the site,

Ms. Denisa Darsow (applicant/owner) was present to support the Active Home Occupation Permit and to
discuss anticipated traffic generation and available parking at her residence. Ms. Darsow indicated there may
be times when there would be a client overlap for a short period of time, however, most of her appointments
would be staggered so that two clients would not be present at any one time. Ms. Darsow also indicated her
property has an attached two-car garage and associated driveway that can has room for two additional vehicle
parking spaces without blocking the sidewalk. The public hearing was opened by Chairman Welch. No
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citizens spoke rcgarding the proposed Active Home Occupation Permit. A motion was made by
Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner Stoffer, to close the public hearing. The motion was
unanimously approved 6-0. A motion was then made by Commissioner Somers, seconded by Commissioner
Stoffer, to approve the Active Home Occupation Permit for Ms. Denisa Darsow {one chair hair salon), 249
Equestrian Drive. The motion was unanimously approved 6-0.

2. Preliminary Report: Rezoning Application #15-1. 6291 South 12" Street. Mr. Forth summarized the
preliminary staff report dated September 12, 2014 regarding a request from Pinefield, LLC to rezone 6291
South 12" Street from R-1B, one family residential to R-1T, attached residential. Mr. Forth indicated the
rezoning would facilitate future expansion of the Pincfield Townhomes development project. Mr. Forth
discussed the surrounding land usc/zoning designation of adjacent properties, Comprehensive Plan and Future
Land Use Map designations for the subject property and differences between the R-1B and R-1T zoning
districts.

Bob Deppe (applicant/owner) was present to support the proposed rezoning application. Mr. Deppe
discussed plans to expand the existing Pinefield Townhome development onto the subject property with
seven four-plex dwellings and one duplex. The public hearing was opened by Chairman Welch. No citizens
spoke regarding the proposed rezoning application. A motion was made by Commissioner Somers, scconded
by Commissioner Patterson, to adjourn the public hearing for Rezoning Application #15-1, 6291 South 12%"

Street, to the October 2, 2014 meeting. The motion was unanimously approved 6-0.

OLD BUSINESS:

None.

STATEMENT OF CITIZENS:

Ms. Martha Dahlinger, 2612 Chopin Avenue, spoke and commended the Planning Commission and staff
on the preparation and adoption of the 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update.

7:20 p.m. - The Commission took a short reccss.
7:28 p.m. - The Commission reconvened the meeting in City Hall Conference Room No. |
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Planning_ Commission Training — Storm Water Management. Mr. Forth introduced the Director of
Transportation and Utilities, Chris Barnes, who presented a Powerpoint training presentation regarding Storm
Water Management and its role in site development planning. Mr. Barnes discussed the legal origins associated
with storm water management, along with the two primary components of storm water management: 1) storm
water quantity control and 2) storm water quality control. Mr. Barnes then reviewed storm water runofT rates
associated with pervious and impervious surfaces. Mr. Bames summarized the basics of the City of Portage
Storm Water Design Criteria Manual including preferred storm water management strategics (groundwater vs
surface water discharge), groundwater risks areas (Areas A, B and C) based on proximity to city wellfields, and
land use/zoning risk factors. Mr, Barnes then discussed best management practices (BMPs) for storm water
management including retention basins, detention basins, treatment cells and proprietary treatment devices.
The Planning Commission and staff next engaged in a question and answer period.

Mr. Forth indicated additional Planning Commission training sessions would cover Planning Commission
Roles and Responsibilities, Site Plan Review and Access Management.
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ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Forth, AICP
Deputy Director of Planning, Development and Neighborhood Services
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TO: Planning Commijssion DATE: September 26,2014

FROM: Vicki GeorgeaMrector of Community Development

SUBJECT: Revised Site Plan and Request to Exceed Maximum Parking Requirement for
Latitude 42, 7842 and 7908 (portion thereof) Portage Road.

L INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

On September 6, 2012, the Planning Commission approved a special land use permit allowing
establishment of the Latitude 42 micro-brewery/restaurant at 7842 and 7908 Portage Road. At the
September 20, 2012 meeting, the Planning Commission subsequently approved the site plan for
Latitude 42 that also included authorization to exceed the Maximum Parking requirement
provision of the Zoning Code (Section 42-520.0) and construct a total of 100 parking spaces.
Finally, the Planning Commission on May 16, 2013 approved an amendment to the approved site
plan that deferred installation of a 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk until the Portage Road
reconstruction project was initiated (previously scheduled for FY 2017-2018). Copies of the
Planning Commission meeting minutes which detail these previous approvals are attached.

Since construction of the Latitude 42 micro-brewery/restaurant in 2013, the applicant has
determined the previously approved 100 parking spaces is inadequate to support the Latitude 42
use. In response, the applicant has submitted a revised site plan that identifies an expanded
parking lot along the southwest portion of the site and installation of the required 5-foot concrete
sidewalk along the Portage Road frontage. In conjunction with the revised site plan and parking
lot expansion, the applicant has also submitted a written request to exceed the Maximum Parking
requirement provision of the Zoning Code to allow a total of 131 parking spaces to serve the
development project.

IL REQUEST TO EXCEED MAXIMUM PARKING REQUIREMENT:

Section 42-520.0 of the Zoning Code states in part that “...no parking lot shall have parking spaces
totaling more than an amount equal to ten percent greater than the minimum parking
requirement...”. Based on the useable floor area of the micro-brewery/restaurant plus the addition
of a 1,400 square foot outdoor patio, a maximum of 76 parking spaces is allowed for the proposed
use [69 spaces + 7 spaces (10%) = 76 spaces]. The applicant has also indicated plans for future
expansion of the outdoor seating area to accommodate a “beer garden” that would require
additional parking spaces. The revised site plan submitted by the applicant proposes a total of 131
parking spaces.

Requests to exceed the maximum parking requirement are subject to Planning Commission review
and determination that the additional parking is necessary “based on documented evidence of
actual use and demand provided by the applicant”, and consideration of “impacts on the property
and surrounding properties including any natural features thereon”. Consistent with Section 42-
520(0), the applicant has submitted written documentation in support of these additional parking

7900 South Westnedge Avenue ¢ Portage, Michigan 49002 ¢ {269) 329-4477
www.portagemi.qov



Latitude 42 (maximum parking request)
7842 and 7908 (portion thereof) Portage Road
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spaces (see attached). According to the information provided by the applicant, Latitude 42 is a
high volume micro-brewery/restaurant with approximately 30 employees and an overall capacity
of approximately 295 pcople. Since Latitude 42 opened over a year ago, the applicant has
documented many times during the week where the entire parking lot is full and patrons have left
the site without being served. In an effort to temporarily address this parking deficiency, the
applicant constructed a temporary gravel employee parking arca in the Fall of 2014 along the
southwest portion of the site, in the area where the parking lot expansion is proposed. The
applicant indicates these existing factors, plus future expansion of the outdoor seating area/"beer
garden”, necessitates these additional parking spaces.

. PORTAGE ROAD SIDEWALK INSTALLATION

In May 2013 when the Commission approved a deferment of the Portage Road sidewalk,
reconstruction of this section of Portage Road was scheduled for FY 2017-2018. At that time, it
was believed that additional right-of-way along the west side of Portage Road might be needed
that would impact Latitude 42 site improvements so a deferment of the sidewalk, which is
typically located with the public street right-of-way, was warranted. Due to availability of
State/Federal funding, the Portage Road project was expedited and is currently under
construction. The final engineering plans for the roadway improvements did not identify a need
for additional right-of-way along the west side of Portage Road. The sidewalk is shown on the
site plan and the property owner is making arrangements to complete the sidewalk this
construction scason. For Commission information, as part of the Portage Road reconstruction
project, the city is working with PNC Bank officials to install a sidewalk from East Cenire
Avenue to the south line of the Latitude 42 development site. Once complete, a continuous
sidewalk from East Centre Avenue to the north property line of the Latitude 42 development site
will exist and will facilitate pedestrian movement.

Iv. RECOMMENDATION

The revised site plan and request to exceed the maximum parking requirement of the Zoning Code
has been reviewed by the City Administrative departments. Based on documented evidence of
actual use and demand provided by the applicant, staff recommends the revised site plan and the
request to construct a total of 131 parking spaces for Latitude 42, 7842 and 7908 (portion thereof)
Portage Road, be approved. The additional parking spaces are necessary to support the use and
will not adversely impact the subject property, surrounding properties or related natural features;

Attachment:  Site Plan Sheets
Communication from Pat Flanagan dated September 19, 2014 (parking request)
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes (May 16, 2013, September 20, 2012 and September 6, 2012)

5\2014-2015 Depariment Files Board Files PLANNING COMMISSION'EC Reponts:Site Plany Latiude 42, 7842 and 7908 Portage Road « Maximum Parking doc
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Ingersoll, Watson & McMachen, Inc.

CONSULTING CIVIL ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS

September 19, 2014

City of Portage Planning Commission and

City of Portage Dept. of Community Development
7900 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, MI 49002

RE: Latitude 42, 7842 Portage Road, Portage, Michigan

Dear City of Portage,

This letter is written on behalf of the owners of the Latitude 42 Restaurant and Brew
Pub with regards to their proposed parking lot expansion. A Site Plan has been
prepared and submitted by this office showing a proposed expansion of the southerly
parking lot along with other minor site alterations. The current site, which was
constructed during 2013, has 95 parking spaces situated south and east of the existing
building. The recently submitted Site Plan shows a total of 131 parking spaces south
and east of the existing building - a net increase of 36 parking spaces.

We feel that the proposed parking spaces are needed to provide adequate parking for
customers and employees based on the following;

1) During nights when the facility is at or near capacity, there will be about 295 persons
on site (about 30 employees/ owners, about 225 seated customers inside the building
and within the outdoor patio area, and about 40 customers waiting to be seated).
Assuming an average of 2.5 persons per vehicle for the customers, and assuming one
person per vehicle for all others, needed would be approximately 136 parking spaces to
adequately serve this facility. This estimate of 136 spaces is very close to the number of
spaces shown on the recent Site Plan.

2) This facility has been in operation for over one year. Many times per week the
existing parking spaces are completely utilized and potential customers have had to
leave the site without being served. During the winter months when certain parking
spots are not available due to snow, the situation can be even worse.

3) Attached are several recent photographs provided by the owner which show the
parking lot when in use. These photographs were taken during a recent Tuesday night.
Note that this facility is busier on most other nights of the week.

4) Per Section 42-523 of the City’s ‘Land Development Regulations’, one parking space
is required for every 75 square feet of Useable Floor Area. Section 42-520 of the same

1133 East Milham Road « Portage, Michigan 49002 + Phone 269 344-6163  Fax 269 344-0555



regulations dictates that a facility can not provide more than 110% of the minimum
number of parking spaces unless approved by the City’s Planning Commission. The
same section states that the Planning Commission shall make it’s determination based
on “docurmented evidence of actual use and demand provided by the applicant”. In my
opinion, both of those conditions have been met with regards to the Latitude 42 site.

5) The City’s minimum parking requirements are for “establishments for sale and
consumption, on premises, of beverages, food, and refreshments”. In my opinion, a site such
as Latitude 42 with the additional brew pub customers and workers, and the additional
outdoor patio seating, would need much more parking than the City regulations
dictate.

Based on the above items, we request that the Planning Commission approve the
proposed parking lot expansion. We feel that the expansion is both warranted and
needed to better serve the employees and customers of Latitude 42.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Please feel free to contact the owners
of Latitude 42 or this office if you have any questions or comments.

Sincerely,
Ingersoll, Watson & McMachen, Inc.

N >

\\)IQ)“,‘\Q,Q’MW

Patrick D. Flanagan, P.E.
Enc.

Cc: Mike Stoddard, Latitude 42
Joe Stoddard, Latitude 42
Todd Neumann, Latitude 42






PLANNING COMMISSION

May 16, 2013

The City of Portage Planning Commission meeting of May 16, 2013 was called to order by Chairman
Cheesebro at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue. One
citizens was in attendance.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Bill Patterson, Rick Bosch, Miko Dargitz, Allan Reiff, Wayne Stoffer, Dave Felicijan and James
Cheesebro.

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

MEMBERS EXCUSED:
Paul Welch and Dave Artley.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Christopher Forth, Deputy Director of Planning, Development and Neighborhood Services; Michael West.
Assistant City Planner and Randy Brown, City Attorney.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chairman Cheesebro led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman Cheesebro referred the Commission to the May 2, 2013 meeting minutes contained in the
agenda packet. A motion was offered by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner Bosch, to
approve the minutes as submitted. The motion was unanimously approved.

SITE/FINAL PLANS:

I. Portage Brewing Company. 7842 and 7908 Portage Road - sidewalk deferment. Mr. iorth
summarized the staff report dated May 9, 2013 and discussed the previous site plan conditions of approval
including the requirement for installation of a 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk along the full frontage of Portage
Road. Afier the September 2012 site plan approval and as part of the preparation of the FY 2013-2023
Capital Improvement Program, Mr. Forth indicated that a major street reconstruction project was identified for
Portage Road, from East Centre Avenue to East Milham Avenue. Mr. Forth stated the roadway project is
scheduled for FY 2017-2018 and will include widening of Portage Road to accommeodate a lefi-hand turn lane
from East Centre Avenue to the Zoectis driveway. Mr. Forth indicated the widening of the roadway will
impact public improvements located in the right-of-way, including the sidewalk. While detailed engineering
plans have not yet been prepared for this project, Mr. Forth stated it is likely an easement will be needed for
the sidewalk installation adjacent to the Portage Brewing Company site. Mr. Forth indicated the owners of the
Portage Brewing Company are aware of this future roadway construction project, support deferring
installation of the sidewalk and will work with the city during the roadway project engineering design phase.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner
Reiff, to amend the previously approved site plan for Portage Brewing Company, 7842 and 7908 Portage
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Road, 10 not require installation of the sidewalk at this time, but instead be coordinated with the Portage Road
reconstruction project scheduled to occur during FY 2017-2018. The motion was unanimously approved.,

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

None

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Reschedule — July 4, 2013 regular meeting. Chairman Cheesebro discussed the regular meeting

scheduled for July 4% and asked what the preference and availability of the Commission was regarding
canceling and/or rescheduling this meeting. After a bricf discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner
Stoffer, seconded by Commissioner Reiff, to move the July 4" meeting to July 11". The motion was
unanimously approved.

2. Proclamation for Chairman Cheesebro. Secretary Stoffer indicated this was Chairman Cheesebro’s last
mecting and read a proclamation to Chairman Cheescbro recognizing his 9+ years of service to the Planning
Commission. Chairman Cheesebro thanked his fellow Commissioners, staff and Attorney Brown for all their
support, contributions and friendship over the years.

7:15pm - The Commission took a short recess.
7:20pm - The Commission reconvened the meeting in City Hall Conference Room No. |

OLD BUSINESS:

1. City of Portage 50" Anniversary Celebration — Recognition of Portage Businesses. Mr. Forth referred

the Commission to a drafi communication and information prepared by Commissioner Dargitz regarding the
Passbook promotion for area businesses. Mr, Forth indicated that Commissioner Dargitz has done a
tremendous amount of work on the Passbook; however, {ull Commission understanding of the level of
involvement was necessary in order to ensure success of the program. Commissioner Dargitz explained her
intent for the Passbook and how she envisioned it being implemented. Commissioner Dargitz stated she was
still hoping that the details of the Passbook could be worked out by the Commission so that a general article
could be included in the June edition of the Portager. Mr. Forth reviewed issues and concerns identified by
staff regarding how the Passbook concept would be implemented including the need for full Commission
participation, business inclusion, promotion and advertising, monthly prize drawings vs one prize drawing,
Passbook details, raffle drawing and prize distribution. Commissioner Dargitz elaborated on concerns and
questions identified by staff and the Commission discussed various issues and details. The Commission
concurred that the Passbook should be open to all businesses and no purchase was necessary for a ¢itizen to
participate. The Commission discussed other issues including where and how to make the Passbook available.
how individual businesses would confirm a visit (stamp, sticker, signature, etc), developing a FAQ sheet with
answers to commonly asked guestions, monthly update of the Passbook on the city website, size of the
Passbook and whether or not to identify businesses by geographic area of the city.

Attorney Brown provided advice in three specific areas of concern: 1) Equal protection, 2) Constitutional
provisions, and 3) Use of the city web site. Attorney Brown indicated that all interested businesses should be
allowed to participate in the Passbook promotion regardless of business type and/or affiliations. Attorney
Brown also indicated that public money could not be used to promote or advertise private businesses. Finally,
Attorney Brown stated that no links to specific businesses should be placed on the city web site and the
Passbook should only include a generic listing of participating businesses with no special highlighting or
emphasis. Attorney Brown and Mr. Forth both expressed the importance of kecping the Passbook concept
simple and to finalize operational details before making the Passbook public. For simplicity purposes, Mr.
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discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Stoffer, seconded by Commissioner Dargitz, to recommend to
City Council that the Height Modification for Mueller Plastics, 6700 South Sprinkle Road, be approved to allow
three existing 50-foot tall silos and construction of two new 60-foot tall silos. The location of the silos in
relation to the existing manufacturing building and distance from property lines mitigate potential adverse
impacts on surrounding propertics and land uses consistent with the Zoning Code provisions. The motion was
unanimously approved.

SITE/FINAL PLANS:

1. Site Plan: Portage Brewing Company, 7842 and 7908 (portion thercol) Portage Road. Chairman
Cheesebro stated he would be abstaining from discussion and voting on this agenda item due to a conflict of
interest.

Mr. West summarized the staff report dated September 14, 2012 regarding a request by Mike and Ruth
Stoddard to construct an approximate 9,700 square foot micro-brewery/restaurant and associated site
improvements. Mr. West stated the applicant has a purchase agreement pending with the current owner of 7842
Portage Road and has recently secured a license agreement with Consumers Energy Company to use a portion of
7908 Portage Road for “vehicle parking and lawn area.” Mr. West also indicated that the applicant was in the
process of acquiring a 5-foot strip of land from the adjacent property to the north (7840 Portage Road) to
accommodate the required setback for the proposed micro-brewery/restaurant building. In conjunction with the
site plan review, Mr, West indicated the applicant is also requesting approval to exceed the maximum parking
provision of the Zoning Code: A total of 100 parking spaces are proposed. Mr. West stated the applicant has
submitted written documentation in support of these additional parking spaces. Mr. West also summarized the
applicant’s request to defer sidewalk instaliation along the Portage Road frontage until sidewalks are installed on
adjacent property. Mr. West reviewed the sidewalks that exist along East Centre Avenue and Portage Road
south of East Centre and the number of people who either live or work in the area that may choose to walk to the
Portage Brewing Company. Given the surrounding area characteristics, Mr. West indicated that stafT believes
installation of sidewalk along the Portage Road frontage was appropriate with the development project.

The applicant, Mr. Mike Stoddard, was present to support the site plan and explain the request to exceed the
maximum parking provision of the ordinance and the requested sidewalk deferment. Mr. Stoddard stated the
sidewalk installation would cost approximately $5,000 and he believes most of the patronage of the micro-
brewery/restaurant will occur by people driving to the location. The Commission, Mr. Stoddard and stall’
discussed various aspects of the development project including parking, planned outdoor scating area. sidewalk
installation and the staff recommended conditions of approval.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Bosch, seconded by Commissioner Patterson,
to approve the Site Plan for Portage Brewing Company, 7842 and 7908 (portion thereof) Portage Road, subject
to the following conditions: 1) Administrative review and approval of a lot line adjustment application for 5-
foot strip of land proposed to be transferred from 7840 Portage Road to 7842 Portage Road; 2) Approval of the
request to exceed the maximum parking requirement for the use and allow construction of 100 total parking
spaces based upon documented evidence provided by the applicant that the additional parking is necessary and
will not adversely impact the subject property, surrounding properties or related natural features; 3) Installation
of a 6-foot tall screening fence and deciduous tree plantings (minimum 2% inch caliper, 30-feet on-center) or a
staggered row of 6-8 foot tall evergreen trees spaced ten feet on-center along the western portion of 7842
Portage Road; and 4) Installation of a 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk along the full frontage (7842 and 7908
Portage Road) of the zoning lot. The motion was subsequently approved 7-0-1 with Chairman Cheesebro

abstaining.
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applicants if the pond located along the north side of the residence would be fenced before the day care opened.
Ms. VanderMolen stated that % of the pond has been fenced and the remaining portion would be completed
before the day care opens. Ms. VanderMolen stated the ultimate goal was to have the pond drained and filled-in.
Chairman Cheesebro opened the public hearing. One citizen, Ms. Donna Debault (2527 Vanderbilt Avenue) was
present and spoke in support of the application. No additional citizens spoke regarding the proposed group child
care home. A motion was made by Commissioner Welch, scconded by Commissioner Bosch, to close the public
hearing. The motion was unanimously approved.

After a brief discussion. a motion was made by Commissioner Welch, seconded by Commissioner Patterson.
to approve the Special Land Use Permit for Ms. Cristin VanderMolen and Ms. Carolyn Roseboom (group child
care home), 2528 Vanderbilt Avenue, with the inclusion of Ms. VanderMolen's statements regarding her
intentions to fence the pond and outdoor play area. The motion was unanimously approved.

2. Special Land Use Permit: Portage Brewing Company, 7842 and 7908 (portion thercof) Portage Road.

Chairman Cheesebro stated he would be abstaining from discussion and voting on this agenda item due to a
conflict of interest. Mr. Forth summarized the staff report dated August 31, 2012 regarding a request from Mike
and Ruth Stoddard for a special land use permit to establish a micro-brewery/restaurant at 7842 and 7908
(portion thereof) Portage Road. Mr. Forth indicated the applicants have a purchase agreement pending with the
current owner of 7842 Portage Road and license agreement pending with Consumers Energy Company to
construct parking on a portion of 7908 Portage Road. Mr. Forth stated the proposal fulfills the requirements for
issuance of a special land use permit and details regarding the site plan were expected to be finalized and ready
for Planning Commission review during the September 20, 2012 meeting. Mr. Forth indicated stafl” was
recommending approval of the special land use permit subject to the two conditions cited in the stalf report.

Mr. Mike Stoddard and Mrs. Ruth Stoddard were present to support of the application. Mr. Stoddard thanked
the Commission and indicated he and his wife were looking forward to establishing the first micro-brewery in the
City of Portage. Mr. Stoddard also indicated the license agreement from Consumers Energy Company to
establish parking on a portion of the 7908 Portage Road parcel has been received. Vice-Chairman Welch opened
the public hearing. No citizens spoke regarding the proposcd development project. A motion was then madc by
Commissioner Bosch, seconded by Commissioner Stoffer, to close the public hearing. The motion was approved
6-0-1, Afier a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Bosch, seconded by Commissioncr ReiT,
to approve the Special Land Use Permit for Portage Brewing Company, 7842 and 7908 (portion thercof) Portage
Road, subject to a fully executed license agreement for parking being finalized with Consumers Energy Company
and Planning Commission review/approval of the site plan. The motion was approved 6-0-1.

3. Height Modification: FEMA Corporation (addition). 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue. Mr. Forth summarized

the staff report dated August 31, 2012 regarding a height modification request submitted by FEMA Corporation
to construct an approximate 39,000 square foot building addition along the west side of the existing
manufacturing facility to a height of 26-feet. Mr. Forth summarized the previous height modification that was
approved by the Planning Commission in 2008 and indicated the proposed building addition would maintain the
same 26-foot building height. Mr. Forth discussed the Zoning Code criteria for height modification
considerations and reviewed surrounding site characteristics including proposed sctback differences from
adjacent property lines, nearest single family residential structures, natural topography and proposed grading
differences and previously approved conflicting land use screening that would be preserved with the building
expansion project.

Mr. John Pula of FEMA Corporation was present to support the application. The public hearing was
opened by Chairman Cheesebro. No citizens spoke in regard to the proposed height modification. A motion
was then made by Commissioner Welch, seconded by Commissioner Reiff, to close the public hearing. The
motion was unanimously approved. A motion was made by Commissioner Welch, seconded by Commissioner
Patterson, to approve the Height Modification for FEMA Corporation (addition), 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue, to
construct the proposed building addition to a height of 26-feet. The location, setback distances, topographic
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A Natural Place to Move Department of Community Development

TO: Planning Commission DATE: September 26, 2014
FROM: Vicki Georgea&ircetor of Community Development

SUBJECT: Final Plan for 1* Source Bank, 2301 West Centre Avenue

L INTRODUCTION:

A final plan has been submitted by Hebard & Hebard, on behalf of 1** Source Bank, to construct a
3,000 square foot bank building and associated site improvements along the northwest portion of
2301 West Centre Avenue, The approximate 1.3 acre site is zoned PD, planned development and
located along the south side of West Centre Avenue west of Oakland Drive. The proposed bank
represents the second development project within the Oakland Hills at Centre Planned
Development.

I1. OAKLAND HILLS AT CENTRE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT:

On July 25, 2006, City Council approved a zoning change from OTR, office technology and
rescarch to PD, planned development along with the tentative plan for the Oakland Hills at Centre
Planned Development project. The PD project provides a mixture of office and attached
residential development on an approximate 47.6 acre tract of land that will provide a transition
between West Centre Avenue and Oakland Dive and the Gourdneck State Game Area and natural
wetlands/lowlands to the west and south. A total of 116 residential units on approximately 39
acres and 30,000 to 56,000 square feet of office space on approximately 8.5 acres was approved.

On February 24, 2009 and since a final plan had not yet been submitted, City Council approved
an extension to the previously approved tentative plan for the Oakland Hills at Centre PD project
with minor changes including updated dates for each phase of the development and a slight
boundary line/acreage change between the office and residential portions of the development
project. To reflect these changes, a revised tentative plan and narrative was submitted by the
applicant. On February 24, 2009, City Council also approved the final plan for a 7,000 square
foot administrative office (Cole Gavlas, 2401 West Centre Avenue) which represented the first
development project within the planned development,

On June 12, 2012, City Council approved a tentative plan amendment for the Oakland Hills at
Centre PD project that included the addition of a 150-foot tall wireless telecommunications tower
(Verizon “mono-pine” tower) within the office portion of the PD along Qakland Drive, revisions
to the layout of the attached residential portion of the PD including a reduction in the total nrumber
of dwelling units from 116 to 107, revisions to the layout of the office portion of the PD and an
updated phasing timeline. Subsequently, the final plan for the Verizon “mono-pine” tower was
approved by City Council on August 14, 2012.

A copy of the amended tentative plan for the Oakland Hills at Centre PD is attached for
Commission reference.

7900 South Westnedge Avenue + Portage, Michigan 49002 + (269) 329-4477
www.portagemi.gov
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ITI. FINAL PLAN

The final plan for 1* Source Bank has been designed in substantial conformance with the
approved tentative plan/narrative. Access to the site will be provided through the existing West
Centre Avenue full service driveway owned by Kushner Associates office development to the
west, Staff recommended this driveway be widened to three lanes (one ingress and two egress
lanes); however, the owner of the driveway does not want the drive widened. Access to West
Centre Avenue is also available to the existing full service driveway locate to the east adjacent to
the Hospice facility. A shared/cross access agrecments with the adjacent property owners have
been executed and recorded with the Kalamazoo County Register of Deeds.

Storm water from the bank project will be collected and conveyed to grassed retention swales
located along the north, southeast and southwest sides of the site. A 5-foot wide concrete
sidewalk will be provided along the West Centre Avenue frontage and along the east side of the
shared driveway, to the bank building. Future sidewalk extensions along West Centre Avenue
and within the interior of the PD will occur with subsequent development proposals. Finally,
municipal water and sanitary sewer will serve the proposed development and all outdoor lighting
units will conform to applicable ordinance standards.

IV. RECOMMENDATION:

The final plan has been reviewed by the City Administrative departments. Staff advises that the
Planning Commission recommend to City Council that the final plan for 1* Source Bank, 2301
West Centre Avenue, be approved.

Attachments: Final Plan Sheets
Approved Tentative Plan for the Oakland Hills at Centre Planned Development

512014-2015 Dzpartment Files Board FilesPLANNING COMMISSIONPC Reporis'Site Plans' 14 Source Bank, 2301 West Centre Avenue (firal plan) doc
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IPORTAGE

-’ A Natural Place to Move Department of Community Development

TO: Planning Commission DATE: September 26, 2014
FROM: Vicki Georgeau\%rcctor of Community Development

SUBJECT: Site Plan for Kenco Development, 6501 Portage Road

L. INTRODUCTION:

A site plan has been submitted by Scannell Properties to construct a 300,330 square foot, 48-foot
tall warehouse/distribution facility and associated sitc improvements along the northern
approximate 39 acres of 6501 Portage Road. The subject site is zoned 1-2, heavy industry and is
situated along the east side of Portage Road, south of the Air Zoo facility.

IL. SITE PLAN:

Primary access to the site will be provided through a street extension from Portage Road that will
also scrve other future developments on the remaining vacant property located south of the
development site. The applicant has indicated that this street extension may be constructed to
public street standards and deeded to the city pending the outcome of a Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) grant application. A secondary full service driveway from Portage Road
will also be constructed along the northwest portion of the site. Improvements to Portage Road
including a southerly extension of the center left-turn lane located in front of the Air Zoo site, and
construction of a northbound deceleration lane to the private street extension, along the east side
of Portage Road, will be completed in conjunction with the proposed warehouse/distribution
facility. Consistent with the recently adopted 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update and past
approval of the Air Zoo project to the north, the applicant will provide the city a 20-foot wide
casement along the Portage Road frontage for construction of a future multi-use trail.

The site is located in close proximity to the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport. As a
result, the Federal Aviation Authority (FAA), Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport, and
Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Aeronautics were notified of the project. All
agencies have approved the development project.

Storm water [rom the development project (building, parking lots, loading areas, private street)
will be conveyed to storm water treatment cells and retention basins located along the east and
west sides of site.  Public infrastructure improvements involving municipal water, sanitary sewer
and improvements to Portage Road, including installation of a lefi-turn lane, intended to serve the
proposed development are also proposed. Details regarding these public infrastructure
improvements will be finalized upon completion of the detailed engineering plans. Interior
parking lot landscaping will be also be installed across the site consistent with ordinance
requirements. The landscape plan will be finalized before issuance of the building permit.
Finally, outdoor lighting units (building mounted, full cutoff units only) associated with the
development site will also be installed and maintained consistent with ordinance requirements.

7900 South Westnedge Avenue ¢ Portage, Michigan 49002 ¢ (269) 329-4477
www.portagemi.gov



Kenco Development (site plan)
6501 Portage Road
Page 2

As shown on the attached aerial photograph, there arc significant mature tree lines located on the
east, west and south sides of the development site. The applicant has agreed to preserve the tree
lines along the Portage Road frontage and the tree line extending east-west just south of the street
extension in an effort to screen the outside trailer storage/parking area and the loading/unloading
docks located along the west and east sides of the building. These tree lines also serve as wind
breaks for the development site.

I1. RECOMMENDATION:

The site plan has been reviewed by the City Administrative departments. Staff recommends that
the site plan for Kenco Development, 6501 Portage Road, be approved subject to retention of the
mature trec lines. If the tree lines are damaged or removed during or afier construction,

replacement will be required.

Attachments: Aerial photograph
Site Plan Sheets
Building elevation rendering

§ 2004-201 % Departenent Fitey' Board Files'PLANNING COMMISSIONPC Reports Sine Mans Kenco Development, 6511 Portage Road (site plan} doc
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Il PORTAGE

B E A Natural Place to Move Department of Community Development
TO: Planning Commission DATE: September 26, 2014

FROM:

Vicki Georgeab,hrector of Community Development

SUBJECT: Final Report: Rezoning Application #15-1, 6291 South 12" Street

L INTRODUCTION:

An application has been received from Pinefield, LLC requesting that 6291 South 12 Street be rezoned
from R-1B, one family residential to R-1T, attached residential. According to the applicant, the rezoning
would facilitate future expansion of the Pinefield Townhomes development project.

Applicant

Property Address Parcel Number Zoning

Existing | Proposed

Pinefield, LLC

6291 South 12" Street 00007-170-G R-1B R-IT

One parcel - 5.3 acres

II. EXISTING CONDITIONS:

Land Use/Zoning

Rezoning Site: Outdoor recreation area (walking path, volleyball court, children play
equipment, picnic area, etc) for the adjacent Pinefield Townhomes development
zoned R-1B, one family residential.

East/South: Pinefield Townhomes development zoned RM-1, multiple family
residential and R-1T, attached residential.

West: Single family residences zoned R-1B and South 12% Street.

North: Vacant land zoned R-1B. Further north, single family residences zoned R-1B.

Zoning/Development
History

No rezoning of properties in the surrounding area have occurred in the past 10 years.

Historic District/
Structures

The subject site is not located within a historic district and does not contain any
historic structures.

Public Streets

South 12™ Street is designated a 2-lane minor arterial roadway with 5,571 vehicles
per day (2013); capacity of 17,200 vehicles per day (level of service “D™).

Public Utilities

Municipal water and sewer are available.

Environmental

The City of Portage Sensitive Land Use Inventory Map does not identify wetland
and/or floodplain areas on the subject site,

III. PUBLIC HEARING/COMMENTS:

The Planning Commission convened a public hearing during the September 18, 2014 meeting. Mr. Bob
Deppe (applicant/owner) was present to support the rezoning request and to explain plans to expand the
Pinefield Townhomes development project. No citizens spoke during this meeting.

7900 South Westnedge Avenue + Portage, Michigan 49002 + (269) 329-4477

www._portagemi.gov




Rezoning Application #13-1
6291 South 12 Street
Page 2

IV. FINAL ANALYSIS:

The following analysis has been prepared based on general land use considerations, the Comprehensive
Plan, traffic conditions and surrounding development patterns. Issues to be considered are consistency with
the Future Land Use Plan Map and Development Guidelines, suitability of the existing zoning classification
and the impacts of the proposed zoning classification.

Comprehensive Plan/Future Land Use Map Consistency. The Future Land Use Plan Map component of the

2014 Comprehensive Plan identifies the rezoning site, along with properties situated to the south and west,
as appropriate for medium density residential land use. The medium density residential land use
designation covers the transition from detached to attached dwelling units including duplexes, attached
condominiums and townhomes and certain apartment buildings (4 to 8 units per acre) and corresponds to
the R-1T, attached residential, RM-2, multiple family residential and PD, planned development zoning
districts. Properties situated east of the rezoning site are identified for high density residential land use,
while properties situated to the north of the rezoning site are designated for low density residential land use.
While these designations are intended to serve as a general guide for future development and rezoning
considerations, specific zoning district boundaries need to determined on a case-by-case basis considering
overall consistency with the Comprehensive Plan/Future Land Use Map, surrounding land use/zoning
pattern, development/redevelopment potential, impacts on adjacent properties and other factors. The
proposed R-1T zoning district is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map

designations.

Development Guidelines. The Development Guidelines are intended to be used by the Commission and
staff when reviewing private development proposals, infrastructure improvement programs (i.e. public
expenditures on streets, sewers and water mains that influence the location, intensity and timing of
development) and public programs that affect the physical environment. The guidelines also provide
direction and underpinning for regulations that affect land use (e.g. zoning, subdivision, parking,
landscaping and others) and may suggest incentives to influence community development and adjustments
to other policies that influence the use of land for consistency with community development objectives.
The proposed R-1T zoning district is consistent with applicable development guidelines contained in the
Comprehensive Plan (attached).

Suitability of Existing R-1B Zone/Impacts of Proposed R-1T Zones. The existing R-1B zoning designation
is still suitable for single-family residential development and could be developed by extending Andover
Woods Drive to the south. This development option would, however, require property assembly and
another point of access to South 12" Street. The subject property is currently owned by the same entity that
owns the existing Pinefield Townhomes development project and although zoned for single-family
residential use, it is planned for attached residential. As such, the proposed R-1T zone would allow for
future expansion of the Pinefield Townhomes development with existing access provided from South 12
Street (thru Pinefield Avenue, private street) and West Milham Avenue (thru adjacent Anna’s Vineyard
Apartment complex). While some increase in residential development density is likely with a zoning
change from R-1B to R-1T, the proposed R-1T district is consistent and compatible with the surrounding
land use pattern and zoning designations. As information for the Commission, the R-1T zoning district
allows for construction of duplexes and attached residential buildings (maximum four connected units)
subject to several conditions.

Traffic Considerations. Anticipated traffic generation associated with a zoning change from R-1B to R-1T
will not be significant and can be accommodated by the surrounding roadway network. Specific access
related issues including driveway locations, shared/cross access connections, etc, will be reviewed at the
site plan stage of redevelopment.

7900 South Westnedge Avenue ¢ Portage, Michigan 49002 ¢ (269) 329-4477
www.portagemi.gov



Rezoning Application #135-1
6291 South 12' Street
Page 3

Y. RECOMMENDATION:

Subject to any additional comments that may be received during the public hearing, staff advises the
Planning Commission to recommend to City Council that Rezoning Application #15-1 be approved and
6291 South 12" Street be rezoned from R-1B, one family residential to R-1T, attached residential. The
proposed zoning change is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, Future Land Use Map and surrounding

land use/zoning pattern.

Attachments: Zoning/Vicinity Map
Future Land Use Map
Aerial Photograph Map
Development Guideline Table (R-1T)
Rezoning Application and Supporting Materials

§ \Commdev2014-201 % Department Files\Board Files\Mancing Commission PC ReportsRezoningt\2014 09 26 Rezoning Application #15-1, 6291 South 12% Sireet { Fnal) duc

7900 South Westnedge Avenue ¢ Portage, Michigan 49002 ¢+ [269) 329-4477
www.portagemi.gov
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DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES
Rezoning Application #15-1 (R-1T, Attached Residential)

Guideline Description Consistent Comments
Rezoning Request — | Consistency with Yes Future Land Use Map designates the subject property, along
Z-1 Future Land Use with properties situated to the south and west as appropriate for
Plan medium density residential land use. This designation covers
the transition from detached to attached dwelling units including
duplexes, attached condominiums and townhomes and certain
apartment buildings and corresponds to the R-1T, RM-2 and PD
zoning districts.
Residential - 2 Residential Yes Future expansion of the Pinefield Townhomes development
Development along would access South 12 Street from existing private street
Arterial Roadways (Pinefield Avenue). South 12% Street is classified as a minor
arterial roadways,
Residential - 3 Locational Criteria Yes Subject property is not characterized by sensitive environmental
for Residential conditions. Rezoning site has access South 12" Street and
Uses municipal water and sanitary sewer are available.
Residential - 4 Compatibility with Yes Proposed R-1T zone and associated development would result in
Adjacent Uses residential structures that are consistent/compatible with existing
Pinefield Townhomes development project to the south and east,
and would provide appropriate transition between single family
detached dwellings to north and west,
Residential - 5 Open Space and Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.
Natural Resources
Protection
Residential — 6 Street and Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.
Pedestrian Systems
Natural & Historic | Environmental Yes Rezoning site is not characterized by environmentally sensitive
Resources - 1 Protection areas (wetlands, floodplain, etc).
Natural & Historic | Floodplain Yes Rezoning site is not situated within the 100-year floodplain.
Resources - 2
Natural & Historic | Water Quality Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.
Resources - 3
Natural & Historic | Noise Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.
Resources — 4
Natural & Historic | Historic Resource N/A Rezoning site is not situated within a designated hisloric
Resources — 5 Preservation preservation area and does not contain any historic structures.
Natural & Historic | Open Space Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development,
Resources — 6 Protection
Transportation - 1 | Transportation Yes South 12™ Street is a two-lane minor arterial street with 5,571
Systems vehicles per day (2013); and a capacity of 17,200 vehicles per
day (level of service “D”). Traffic generation associated with a
zoning change from R-1B to R-1T will not be significant and
can be accommodated by the surrounding roadway network.
Transportation—2 | Street Design Yes Access would be provided through existing private street
(Pineficld Avenue) to south, which connects to South 12% Sireet.
Secondary access to West Milham Avenue also provided
through internal private street network associated with Pinefield
Townhome development to east and Anna’s Vineyard
Apartment development to northeast.
Transporiation —3 | Access Yes See Transportation — | and Transportation — 2 above.

Management




Guideline Description Consistent Comments

Transportation -4 | Non Motorized Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.
Travel

Transportation— 5 | Right-of-Way Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.
Preservation

Transportation — 6 Parking Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.

Municipal Facilities | Sanitary Service Yes Sanitary sewer is available.

& Services — 2

Municipal Facilities | Underground Yes Reviewed at site plan stage of development.

& Services -3 Utilities

5 ‘commdev\2014-2015 depantment files'board files'planning commissian\pe reportsidevelopment guideline 1ables guideling table 15,1 (v It) doc
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APPLICATION FOR ZONING AMENDMENT

=]

Application number_/ 3 — /

Date AU-S:;.S‘ (q cil()f“(

APPLICATION INFORMATION:

Mectings of the Portage Planning Commission are held on the first and third Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge
Avenue, Portage, Michigan, All zoning amendment applications must be properly filled out and
submitted to the Department of Community Development and the zoning amendment fee paid at
least 15 working days prior to the meeting at which the public hearing is held. The applicant will
be notified in writing of all such public hearing/meetings.

For more detailed information about the zoning amendment process, please refer to Portage Land
Development Regulations, Article 4, Division 2, Subdivision 2.

TQ THE PLANNING COMMISSION:

[ (WE), the undersigned, do hereby respectfully make application and petition the Portage
Planning Commission to amend the Zoning Ordinance and/or change the Zoning Map as
hereinafier requested. In support of this application, the following is submitted:

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT

1. a, Platted Land: :
-

The property is part of the recorded plat: The property sought to be re ned-islocated at

625 Saalb. (Aths) ;Mn‘*\-.__ ,’Sneﬁig

Street on the _[Fas b side of the ;me\tﬁmﬂi;kw as Lot Number(s) { 1/2'} of
/wlbdivmozl). It has a trontage of _(ak—.. feetand a

depth of _[, 35505 feet. e

—

b. Unplatied Land:

The property is in acreage, and is not therefore a part of a recorded plat. The property
sought to be rezoned is located and described as follows: (Indicate total acreage and
parcel number).
6291 SeuX\, (AW gk
5.3 coren _
(0002 -120 -6

Do you own the property to be rezoned? Yes X No

o
jak]

b. Name of the owner of the property to be rezoned: p f\c_g"\c.\g— LLC
Address _0 3G S]\u o Eio (1.)0\'\‘0_3?_ AN

7900 South Westnedge Avenue ¢ Portage, Michigan 49002 + {269] 329-4477
www.partagemi.gov




3. My (our) interest in the property and purpose for Submltll{ g the proposed Zoning
Amendment: \u 4 b o ecaabing  Cond OGNy Lf

4. CURRENT ZONING: _ BeE=0 R=18  prOPOSED ZONING: R-4T

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT

1. The proposed language to be considered is (attach additional sheets as necessary):

2. The Zoning Code Chapter and Section wherein the proposed text would be modified/inserted.

3. My (our) interest in and purpose for submitting the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment.

We attach a statement hereto indicating why, in our opinion, the change requested is necessary
for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial property rights, and why such amendment will
advance the public health, safety and welfare. An assessment of the impact of the proposal on
the community and property of other persons in the vicinity of the amendment or affected by the

amendmentig’also attached.
/ QU\QL\\ (\tf‘f\& N\\J\-\Lf' (\ \:_Q ('.& L(.L

%/nalurc ol Applicant) (Signature of Applicant)
9105 SAue B st Pk il

(Address) {Address)
G16 §90-0¢ A

{Phone) (Phone)

A copy of all actions taken regarding this application shall be attached and shall be considered a
part of this application.

520022000 Depanetenr Filead 2002 Foams 2000 Fuemy 200 ) Applicasan for Zoming Amendment dog

7900 South Westnedge Avenue * Portage, Michigan 49002 « (269) 329-4477 "
www.Dortagemi.aov
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MATERIALS TRANSMITTED



CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FROM AUGUST 26, 2014
The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Strazdas at 7:30 p.m.

At the request of Mayor Strazdas, Pastor Chad Wells of the First Baptist Church of Portage provided
an invocation. The City Council and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Deputy City Clerk called the roll with the following members present: Councilmembers Nasim
Ansari, Richard Ford, Patricia M. Randall, Claudette Reid and Terry Urban, Mayor Pro Tem Jim
Pearson and Mayor Peter Strazdas. Also in attendance were Acting City Manager Laurence ShafTer,
City Attorney Randy Brown and Deputy City Clerk Adam Herringa.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Ansari, seconded by Urban, to approve the August 12
Regular Meeting Minutes and two Special Meeting Minutes of August 18, 2014. Upon a voice vote,
motion carried 7 to 0.

* CONSENT AGENDA: Mayor Strazdas asked Councilmember Reid to read the Consent Agenda,
Councilmember Ansari asked that Item F.4, West Lake Weed Management Program, be removed from
the Consent Agenda. Motion by Urban, seconded by Reid, to approve the Consent Agenda Motions as
amended. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

Motion by Reid, seconded by Urban, to add “Recommended Appointments to the Central
County Transportation Authority” to the agenda under “New Business.” Mayor Strazdas explained that,
immediately prior to this meeting, City Council conducted interviews of candidates interested in serving
on the new Central County Transportation Authority and that appointments nceded to be made as a part
of this Regular Meeting. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

* APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER OF AUGUST 26, 2014: Motion by
Urban, seconded by Reid, to approve the Accounts Payable Register of August 26, 2014 as presented.
Upon a roll cail vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:

. ICE CONTROL SALT PURCHASE: Motion by Urban, seconded by Reid, to award a
contract to Detroit Salt Company in the low bid amount of $63.81 per ton for 3,500 tons of ice control
salt at a total cost of $223,335 for early delivery, and North American Salt Company in the low bid
amount of $70.29 per ton of ice control salt for 1,000 tons at a total cost of $70,290 for seasonal back up
on an as-needed basis, and authorize the Acting City Manager to execute all documents related to these
purchases on behalf of the city. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

* DELTA DENTAL PLAN OF MICHIGAN INSURANCE: Motion by Urban, seconded by
Reid, to approve a one-year contract renewal with Delta Dental Plan of Michigan and authorize the
Acting City Manager to execute all documents on behaif of the city. Upon a roli call vote, motion
carried 7 to 0.

* EASEMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING FREESTANDING SIGN ON CITY
PROPERTY (7331 SOUTH WESTNEDGE AVENUE): Motion by Urban, seconded by Reid, to
approve the Easement Agreement to Locate Sign on Property at 7331 South Westnedge Avenue with
Garden 7310, LLC, and authorize the Acting City Manager to execute the easement agreement on behalf
of the city. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.



WEST LAKE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM: Mayor Strazdas asked Acting City
Manager Larry Shaffer to summarize the recommendation of City Administration on this matter and
actions taken since the last City Council Meeting. Acting City Manager Shaffer explained that he had
met with representatives of the West Lake Improvement Association (WLIA) and shared that the
Director of Transportation and Utilities, Chris Barnes, looked at administrative costs to the City
associated with administering this program. The total costs over five years, according to the estimate,
was $8,850. Acting City Manager Shaffer stated that the WLIA agreed to pay the City $1,500 annually
for a total of $7,500 over the next five years for administering the program. Mr. Shaffer then discussed
the potential establishment of a governmental lake board for West Lake and shared his opinion that,
while City Administration would study the merits of a governmental lake board at this lake, the current
system at West Lake works and he secs no reason to change it at this time.

Councilmember Ansari thanked the City Administration and the WLIA for working together
on creating a “win-win situation.” Councilmember Ford inquired if residents had been notified of
potential increases in their special assessments. Director of Transportation and Utilities, Chris Barnes.
responded and explained the special assessment process and that it includes two formal notices to
property owners along with two public hearings.

Doug Brewer, 829 Lakeview Drive, President of the WLIA, spoke and thanked City Council
for the opportunity to be heard and expressed support on behalf of the WLIA for keeping the current
special assessment system in place and that a governmental lake board for West Lake is not desired at
this time. He shared his belief that each lake is different and that the WLIA is able to increase resident
participation and be more responsive than a governmental lake board would be. He continued by stating
that WLIA charges members annual dues in the amount of $25, has open clections and ensures that
special assessment dollars are spent exclusively for weed treatment. Councilmember Randall inquired if
the annual $25 dues would need to be increased to cover the cost of helping to offset the administrative
costs of the City as is being proposed. Mr. Brewer replied that the dues would not need to be increased.

Motion by Ansari, seconded by Randall, to renew the motion to adopt Resolution No. 1, accept
the Acting City Manager Report, and request preparation of Resolution No. 2 for the West Lake
Management Program Special District No. 015-Q. Councilmember Ford stated that nobody has come
forward to advocate for a governmental lake board at West Lake and that he would be supporting the
motion. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0 with Mayor Strazdas abstaining. Resolution
recorded on page 290 of City of Portage Resolution Book No. 45.

* LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY APPOINTMENTS: Motion by
Urban, seconded by Reid, to confirm the Acting City Manager appointments to the Local Development
Finance Authority by adopting the Resolution to Appoint Members to the Local Development Finance
Authority of the City of Portage. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. Resolution recorded on
page 293 of City of Portage Resolution Book No. 435.

* DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY APPOINTMENTS: Motion by Urban.
seconded by Reid, to confirm the Acting City Manager appointments to the Downtown Development
Authority Board of Directors. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

* JULY 2014 ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITY REPORT: Motion by Urban, seconded by
Reid, to receive the communication from the Acting City Manager regarding the July 2014 Summary
Environmental Activity Report as Information Only. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

* DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS: Motion by Urban, seconded by Reid, to receive
the departmental monthly reports. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.
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COMMUNICATIONS:

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE: Acting City
Manager Shaffer briefly reviewed the notice of the Annual Meeting of the Michigan Municipal League
(MML) and details of the annual MML Conference. Motion by Reid, seconded by Ford, to receive
communication from the Michigan Municipal League regarding the League’s Annual Meeting Notice.
Upon a voice call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

PRESENTATION BY D. NEIL BREMER, CHAIRPERSON, KALAMAZOO COUNTY
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION: Neil Bremer, Chair of the Kalamazoo County Public Art Commission
reported to City Council on the role and activities of the Commission and shared a brief history of the
organization. He continued by stating that the Commission was formed to work on behaif of the City of
Portage, among others, on matters concerning public art in the community and encouraged the City of
Portage to make use of this resource. Mr. Bremer then reviewed the role of art in engaging the
community and the idea that art can bring people together and make them proud of their community. He
asked for City Council to reaffirm their commitment to the work of the Kalamazoo County Public Art
Commission and implored City Council to make use of what they have to offer. Motion by Reid,
seconded by Ansari, to accept the report from Neil Bremer and the Public Art Commission and that the
City of Portage reaffirm that the work of the Kalamazoo County Public Art Commission, on behalf of
Kalamazoo County and the cities of Kalamazoo and Portage, will be supported by referring all inquirics,
proposals, and planning for public art, based on the charter established in 1981, to the Kalamazoo
County Public Art Commission for review and recommendation. Upon a roll call vote, motion carricd 7

to 0.

* MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: City Council reccived the minutes of the
following Boards and Commissions:

Portage Human Services Board Meeting of May 1, 2014.

Portage Historic District Commission of June 4 and July 9, 2014.

Portage Zoning Board of Appeals of Junc 9, 2014,

Portage Planning Commission of July 24, 2014.

Portage Public Schools Board of Education Policy Governance Retreat and Regular Business
Meeting of July 14, 2014.

Portage Public Schools Board of Education Special Meeting and Policy Governance Retreat
of July 30, 2014,

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Pro Tem Pearson provided City Council with a
report regarding an August 15, 2014 Transition Leadership Team Meeting for Countywide Public
Transportation System. Councilmember Urban stated that it was his understanding that the Transition
Leadership Team would not be involved in the interview process of the three at-large members of the
Central County Transportation Authority (CCTA) which is different from what is reflected in the report
provided by Mayor Pro Tem Pearson. Discussion followed and Mayor Pro Tem Pearson asked that the
paragraph in question be struck from the report. Councilmember Urban continued by stating that. to his
understanding, the Transition Leadership Team believed that the applications of those individuals who
were not recommended by a jurisdiction for appointment be forward to the Kalamazoo County Board of
Commissioners for consideration for appointment to the at-large seats of the CCTA. Councilmember
Urban agreed with striking the paragraph from the report and stated that other matters could be
addressed at a later date. Motion by Ansari, seconded by Reid, to receive the report on the August 15,
2014 Transition Leadership Team Meeting for Countywide Public Transportation System. Upon a voice
vote, motion carried 7 to 0.
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NEW BUSINESS:

RECOMMENDED APPOINTMENTS TO THE CENTRAL COUNTY
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY: Mayor Strazdas summarized the interview process that was
held immediately preceding this meeting and the need to recommend two individuals to the Kalamazoo
County Board of Commissioners for appointment to the Central County Transportation Authority
(CCTA). He thanked the five citizens and two City Councilmembers who applied to serve and stated his
desire to have citizen representation on this body instead of elected officials. Mayor Strazdas
recommended to City Council that Arthur Roberts and Paul Ecklund be forwarded to the Kalamazoo
County Board of Commissioners for appointment to the CCTA. Councilmember Reid expressed her
support for the recommendation. Councilmember Ford disagreed and stated that, due to the complexity
involved in transitioning to the CCTA, he would like to see closer contact with City Council and that
Councilmember Urban and Mayor Pro Tem Pearson were his preferred choices. Councilmember Ansari
concurred with Councilmember Ford and offered that one of the applicants, Paul Ecklund, was already
serving on the Kalamazoo County Transit Authority (KCTA). Councilmember Randall stated her
support for appointing Councilmember Urban and Mayor Pro Tem Pearson and her preference that the
terms of their appointments be kept short and suggested one year of service on the CCTA. Discussion
followed on the term of service.

Councilmember Reid inquired if Mr. Ecklund could serve on both the KCTA and CCTA.,
Councilmember Urban replied in the affirmative and stated that it is the intent for each board to
eventually have the same membership. Councilmember Urban then pointed out that Mr. Ecklund would
be a good candidate for an at-large appointment to the CCTA and that any unsuccessful applicant could
be forwarded to the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners for consideration for an at-large
appointment.

Mayor Strazdas stated that we have four or five citizens who expressed interest in serving and
that consideration could be given to forming a City Council Advisory Board to advise City Council on
this topic. The advisory commiittee could then provide input to the representatives on the CCTA.

Mayor Pro Tem Pearson indicated his desire for a one year term while the transition to the
CCTA is made. He then offered his support for appointment of a citizen to the CCTA instead of a
Councilmember once the transition is complete and his term is up. Councilmember Urban stated that, if
appointed, it would be his expectation to resign within a year, assuming the transition to the CCTA goes
smoothly, and to have a citizen appointed to the position he vacates.

Motion by Ansari, seconded by Randall, to recommend to the Kalamazoo County Board of
Commissioners that Jim Pearson and Terry Urban be appointed to the Central County Transportation
Authority. Upon a voice vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

OTHER CITY MATTERS:

STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS: Ms. Fareen Effendi, 6548 Amberly Street, spoke in regard
to excessive speed in front of her home which is on the same street as Amberly Elementary. She
requested that a speed bump be installed and that an assessment on the speed of traffic at this location be
conducted.

Mayor Strazdas thanked her for coming forward and requested that the Acting City Manager
work with the Public Safety Director and Director of Transportation and Utilities to review the situation.
He also asked that City Administration work with Ms. Effendi and the neighborhood on the matter.

Mr. Ed Sackley, 10314 Archwood Drive, thanked the City of Portage for reaffirming its
commitment to the Kalamazoo County Public Arts Commission. He recognized members and a former
member of the Public Art Commission that were present in the audience and thanked the Portage
District Library for their leadership in efforts to make art available to citizens. Mr. Sackley continued
by emphasizing the importance of public art in the community in enhancing quality, promoting tourism
and “placemaking.”

Page 4 August 26, 2014



STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND ACTING CITY MANAGER:

Councilmember Reid shared that she had returned from Fort Collins, Colorado, earlier in the evening
and commented on the role of art in the Fort Collins community and that art can be a solution to blight
in a community. She also shared details and expressed support for the upcoming Kalamazoo Foot Chase
which benefits MiCOPS (Michigan Concerns of Police Survivors), an organization that provides support
to surviving law enforcement families and co-workers who lose an officer in the line of duty.

Councilmember Ford shared information about the August 27th Portage Community Center
Barn Party and stated his support for the Kalamazoo Foot Chase.

Councilmember Randall encouraged everyone to have a safe and happy Labor Day weekend
and shared that she received a text from a parent who echoed the concern of Ms. Effendi with speed near
Amberly Elementary. Councilmember Randall asked that residents be mindful of children going to and
from school as the school year is beginning September 2™,

Councilmember Urban shared a prior experience at the Kalamazoo Foot Chase in which he
volunteered to get tasered by law enforcement in a controlled environment. He also encouraged
residents to watch out for children going to school and reminded everyone to be mindful of this.

In response to concerns expressed by City Council, Mayor Strazdas asked the Acting City
Manager to work with the Portage Public Schools on getting a press release out regarding the start of
school and offering school safety tips.

Mayor Strazdas stated that he recently participated in the Parkinson’s Walk on the trails in
Portage and expressed his appreciation for the event. He then shared that he was going to Australia and
New Zealand and that he would be going to rotary meetings in Cairns, Australia and Auckland, New
Zealand and that he would also be visiting the mayor’s office of these respective cities.

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Strazdas adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

Adam Herringa, Deputy City Clerk

*Indicates items included on the Consent Agenda.
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PORTAGE CITY COUNCIL
OF AUGUST 26, 2014 - CENTRAL COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY APPLICANTS

Mayor Peter Strazdas called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The following
Councilmembers were present: Councilmembers Nasim Ansari, Richard Ford, Patricia
Randall, and Terry Urban, Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson and Mayor Peter Strazdas.
Councilmember Reid arrived at 7:15 p.m. Also present were Acting City Manager Larry
Shaffer and Deputy City Clerk Adam Herringa.

Mayor Strazdas asked the Executive Director of the Kalamazoo County
Transportation Authority, Sean McBride, to provide some background and history related
to the development of the Central County Transportation Authority. He reviewed the
functionality of the Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority (KCTA) and the
pending Central County Transportation Authority (CCTA) along with the planned Board
of Directors for each. Next, he reviewed the appointment process to the CCTA and the
need for jurisdictions to finalize the boundaries of the Authority within an upcoming 30-
day window in which a city or township can “opt out” all or portions of their
Jurisdictions. Finally, he discussed the issue of “incompatible office” and elected
officials serving on the CCTA Board of Directors. Mr. McBride stated that elected
officials such as a Councilmember could not serve on both the City Council and the
CCTA during the 30-day window. However, he continucd by stating that he did not view
this as a problem since he envisioned minimal action being taken by the CCTA during
the 30-day window in which the incompatible office stipulation would apply. Discussion
followed.

Mayor Strazdas opened the interview session and the following individuais were
interviewed: Paul Ecklund, Shawn Havens, Arthur Roberts and Betty Schimmel.
Another applicant, Sandra Sheppard, was unable to attend the interview session.

Mayor Strazdas then asked Mr. McBride to provide a potential scenario which the
CCTA may have to address in the future and asked each applicant to share how they
would handle the situation.

Following the interview of the citizen applicants, the Mayor invited Mayor Pro
Tem Pearson and Councilmember Urban to share why they wished to serve on the
CCTA.

Mayor Strazdas asked City Council to share their thoughts on the process and
Councilmember Randall inquired how the two Portage representatives on the CCTA
represent and are responsive to City Council. Mayor Strazdas responded that the CCTA
is a separate governing board and appointed by the Kalamazoo County Board of
Commissioners. He continued by stating that the role of City Council at this point is
simply to make a recommendation to the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners on
who to appoint. Councilmember Ansari inquired why the Portage City Council is going
through this process if the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners is making the
appointment. Mayor Strazdas responded that it is being offered as a courtesy but that one
option that can be considered is for City Council not to make any recommendation and to
have the Board of Commissioners conduct the interviews. Mr. Ecklund shared that there



are opportunities for Portage residents to influence the CCTA and that is through a local
advisory committee. He continued by stating that a member of the Portage Human
Services Board is currently on such a committee.

Councilmember Urban provided the citizen applicants with a description of the
process of creating the CCTA thus far and explained the convoluted nature of having
both the KCTA and CCTA.

Councilmember Ford inquired if the Transition Leadership Tcam would be on-
going or if it would be phased out. Mr. McBride stated that the goal is for this team to
eventually disappear and give way to the CCTA.

Mayor Strazdas stated that he would be making a recommendation on
appointments in the Regular Meeting, summarized the meeting to this point and thanked
all of those who applied and offered to give of their time to such an important community

issue.

ADJOURN: Mayor Strazdas adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m.

Adam Herringa, Deputy City Clerk



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PORTAGE CITY COUNCIL
OF AUGUST 26, 2014 - CITY MANAGER APPLICANT REVIEW AND
SHORT LIST

Mayor Peter Strazdas called the meeting to order at 8:50 p.m. The following
Councilmembers were present: Councilmembers Nasim Ansari, Richard Ford, Patricia
Randall, Claudette Reid and Terry Urban, Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson and Mayor Peter
Strazdas. Also present were Acting Deputy City Manager Rob Boulis, City Attorney
Randy Brown and Deputy City Clerk Adam Herringa.

Mayor Strazdas summarized the search for a City Manager to this point and
thanked City Council for taking the time to review the applicant resumes and
supplementary materials and reminded everyone present that each applicant had
requested confidentiality. Next, he reviewed the plan for this meeting and the
methodology that was to be used to rank the ten candidates in an attempt to create a short
list of applicants. A score of 1 was to be assigned by each Councilmember to his or her
most highly ranked candidate and a score of 10 to the lowest ranked candidate. Mayor
Strazdas then invited cach Councilmember to share their rankings and the numbers were
entered into a spreadshect and tallied.

City Council then reviewed and discussed the rankings and there was consensus
that the scoring indicated a strong grouping of five candidates. There was consensus on
inviting the five highest ranked candidates and discussion on whether to invite a sixth
candidate because two members of City Council had the applicant in question ranked in
their top five. Discussion on the merits and rationale for the ranking of the sixth
candidate followed.

Councilmember Ford stated his inclination to invite six candidates for an interview
and Councilmember Ansari stated his preference for five but indicated his openness to
six. Discussion followed on whether to invite five or six applicants for an interview and
rationale on both sides of inviting the sixth ranked candidate for an interview was shared.

Mayor Strazdas stated his preference for inviting six applicants to interview,
provided his rationale and asked for feedback from City Council on the length of time for
the interview sessions as well as availability of City Council on the planned interview
dates of September 17 and 18, 2014. The consensus of City Council was to have the
interview sessions last one and one-half hours each and to make the window of 11:00
a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on September 17" available for interviews along with the window of
9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. on September 18", City Council indicated their preference that
the interviews be scheduled consecutively each of these days to avoid lengthy gaps
between interviews. Mayor Strazdas also indicated his desire for City Council to hold a
one hour Special Meeting prior to the first interview to review the interview process and
indicated that the process would be similar to that which was used in selecting an Acting
City Manager. He then asked Mr. Boulis to contact Bob Slavin, the search consultant,
with the names of the six candidates to be interviewed and to work on getting them
scheduled.



Acting Deputy City Manager Boulis inquired if City Council planned 1o use a
formalized approach to asking questions and inquired about the opportunity for the public
to ask questions. Discussion followed and it was determined that the questions would be
in a format similar to that used during the Acting City Manager search, It was then
suggested to Mr. Boulis that a website be established to which citizens could submit
questions to be asked of the candidates and that residents also be provided with a method
to submit questions via traditional mail.

Acting Deputy City Manager Boulis inquired as to whether City Council would
compensate candidates for their travel expenses and, if so, what would be acceptable.
Discussion followed and the consensus of City Council was that a hotel stay for
candidates wishing to stay overnight be accommodated. Transportation costs for all
candidates would not be covered. However, it was the consensus of City Council that,
should a candidate(s) be invited back for a lengthier interview process, travel expenses
would then be covered. Greg Ayers, President of Discover Kalamazoo, was present in
the audience and offered the assistance of his organization where appropriate.

ADJOURN: Mayor Strazdas adjourned the meeting at 9:52 p.m,

Adam Herringa, Deputy City Clerk



