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The following report includes data, analysis, and background information on the City of Portage.  It is a 
snapshot in time, intended to provide a baseline for updating the recommendations and actions in the 
Comprehensive Plan.  This report presents various background data separately in order to keep the Plan 
itself concise, forward-thinking, and focused on recommendations.  Some of the key facts and data may be 
replicated in the Plan itself to provide context for recommendations. 
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 Existing Conditions Report 

Portage enjoys a high 
quality of life because of its 
excellent school system, 
quality neighborhoods, 
numerous recreation 
opportunities & a stable 
employment base. 

Portage is in a prime 
location approximately 
halfway between Chicago 
& Detroit. 

 

This report aims to provide an illustration of past, current, and future trends which are used to better 
understand the City of Portage.  The Existing Conditions Report services as the foundation to the 
comprehensive plan.  To know where to go, it’s imperative to need to know where you have been and 
where you are.  This report looks at some of the characteristics that make the City of Portage a unique 
place which can also be used to identify issues and trends that affect future land use. 

Community Identity & History 
 

Portage is located in southwest Michigan in the County of Kalamazoo, 
approximately half way between Chicago and Detroit.  Though originally 
known for its fertile farmland and agricultural production, Portage is now 
known as a community of excellent residential neighborhoods, retail trade 
center for southwest Michigan and a community with a growing industrial base.  
The city has also taken a progressive approach to economic development by 
providing unique opportunities for industries to grow and is the location of the 
largest manufacturing facility for Pfizer, Inc., a global pharmaceutical 
company, as well as several Stryker facilities, a leading medical instruments 
company.  The community is known to have a growing population, desirable 
housing, excellent schools, numerous shopping and recreation areas, proximity 
to a variety of post-secondary education opportunities, and an educated 
workforce.  These characteristics, coupled with one of the largest employment 
bases in the region, make Portage a very attractive place in which to live, work and learn. 

The year 2013 marked the 50th anniversary when the Township of Portage officially incorporated as the 
City of Portage.  During the year-long celebration, the community reflected on the accomplishments of the 
past but also recommit to the future.  This commitment entailed, among others, the desire of the community 
to promote active, healthy lifestyles through the use of the city’s natural resources and development of 
sustainable, year-round, well maintained recreational amenities.  As a result of this refreshed commitment 
to a quality community environment, the mid-century mark was used as a pivot-point to re-brand the 
community from “A Place for Opportunities to Grow” to “A Natural Place to Move” in support of active, 
healthy lifestyles and strong neighborhoods. 

The City of Portage contains almost 36 square miles.  It is bordered by the City of Kalamazoo to the north, 
Pavilion Township to the east, Schoolcraft Township to the south, and Texas Township to the west.  Regional 
accessibility to the community is provided by several interchanges along the US-131 and I-94 
expressways.  

History of Portage 
History shows that the first inhabitants of Portage were the Potowatomi Indians.  It is believed that the 
Potowatomis traveled between the Kalamazoo and St. Joseph river basins, needing to “portage” their 
canoes for a short distance.  Settlers began to occupy the area in the early 1830’s.  The early settlers 
arrived and began crop production and related agricultural activities.  Early settlements were situated in 
the northeast portion of the area called Indian Fields (near the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International 
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For an excellent history of 
the City of Portage, see 
Portage and Its Past (1976) 
by Grace J. Potts and This 
Place Called Portage:  Its 
Past and Present (2006) by 
Larry B. Masssie.  These 
books contain many 
historical reference points 
and photographs of the City 
of Portage. 

 

Airport) and in the center of the area near Centre Avenue and South Westnedge (near the railroad 
tracks).  Original settlers included Caleb Sweetland, John Kilgore, Joseph Beckley, Thomas Cooley, 
Ebeneezer Stone, William Milham, David Ingersoll, Moses Austin, William Bishop, among others, whose 
names are recognizable in various ways throughout the community today.  The settlements and the vicinity 
were renamed Portage Township in the late 1830’s, after the Portage Creek, that runs through the area.  
Portage formally incorporated as a city on December 31, 1963. 

Initially Portage was known as a farming community, with corn, wheat and 
celery being the primary crops.  Nearby communities were also expanding 
in the late 1800’s including the Village of Kalamazoo and the Village of 
Vicksburg.  By the turn of the century, Portage began to utilize its lakes.  
Commercial fishing, ice cutting and resort operations were prominent.  The 
most significant thrust to the growth and development in Portage was the 
construction of the original 33-acre Upjohn Company facility in the early 
1950’s, now known as the Pfizer Corporation, the world’s largest  
pharmaceutical company that continues to provide a significant number of 
jobs in the community. 

From the 1960’s, and with the newly completed east-west Interstate-94 through southern Michigan, the 
former farming community experienced significant growth forces.  Due to the large population growth 
(population surged between 1960 and 1970) commercial facilities located in Portage to capture the 
disposable income from the families in these newly located residential “roof-tops.”  Southland Mall, one of 
the first enclosed suburban shopping complexes in Kalamazoo County, was developed and expanded in 
the 1950’s and early 1960’s.  During the early 1990’s, Southland Mall was converted to a “power 
center.”  Additional retail growth continued to occur and in the late 1970’s, the first regional mall was 
located on former celery growing fields along South Westnedge Avenue.  The Crossroads Mall took 
advantage of the growing residential base in the south and west portions of Kalamazoo County and the 
market access provided by I-94 and US-131, the major traffic routes serving southwest Michigan.  From 
the initial “Portage” settlements to the early suburban Portage Township, the modern City of Portage is 
now a community of excellent residential neighborhoods and is the regional retail trade center with more 
than 4.5 million square feet of commercial and office building space within the South Westnedge Avenue 
Commercial Corridor.  These two sectors are complemented by an expanding industrial base, anchored by 
the Pfizer Corporation and Stryker Corporation and many other manufacturers, to create a vibrant, 
progressive community.  
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Demographics 

Population 
During the past 50 years, the City of 
Portage has more than doubled in 
population from 20,181 in 1960 to 
46,292 in 2010 (Figure 1).  More 
than one-half (51%) of this 
population increase occurred during 
the 1960’s when the population 
expanded from 20,181 to 33,590 
(13,409 persons or 66.4%).  As the 
city approaches build-out (all vacant properties developed), its population is expected to slowly and 
steadily increase for the next 20 years, according to the recent 2035 Kalamazoo Area Transportation 
Study. Fewer vacant properties with development potential exist within the boundaries of the city which 
means future growth is expected to occur in 
neighboring townships. 

Between 1970 and 2010, the population continued to 
expand but at a much more modest rate.  The 
population increased another 38% (12,702 persons) 
from 33,590 in 1970 to 46,292 in 2010.  The rate of 
growth during this 40 year period continued to slow 
for each successive 10 year period with the exception 
of the 1990’s when the growth rate increased to 
9.4%.  The 2000’s evidenced the least amount of 
population growth (1,395 persons) and the slowest rate of growth (3.1%) for any 10 year period since 
1960.  Figure 2 compares Portage’s prolific growth rate during this time period with the county as a 
whole.  This trend shifted during the most recent decade between 2000 and 2010 as the county edged 
Portage by a small, 1.8 point greater rate of growth. 

Figure 3 compares the population of Portage to several other Kalamazoo County communities.  For 
comparison purposes, the communities included in the survey involve only the larger communities 
(population greater than 10,000 at the time of the 2010 Census).  As shown in Figure 3, all communities 
recorded a population increase during the 2000’s with the exception of the City of Kalamazoo that 
declined by 2,883 persons.  Portage showed the third highest population gain of 1,395 persons, slightly 
more than Cooper Township that gained 1,357 persons.  Oshtemo Township and Texas Township showed 
the largest population gain of 4,702 and 3,778 persons, respectively. 

With regard to rate of growth, Texas Township recorded the highest rate of growth at 34.6% followed by 
Oshtemo Township at 27.7%.  The growth rate of Portage (3.1%) ranked 5th of the seven surveyed 
communities. Although not shown in Figure 3, several other smaller townships and villages also experienced 
double digit population growth rates during the 2000’s including the villages of Vicksburg and Richland as 
well as Richland Township.  

City of Portage Kalamazoo County
1960 - 1970 66.4% 18.8%
1970 - 1980 13.6% 5.4%
1980 - 1990 7.6% 5.2%
1990 - 2000 9.4% 6.8%
2000 - 2010 3.1% 4.9%

Period
Growth Rate

Source: US Census Bureau

g      

Figure 1: City of Portage Past Population and Population Projections, 
1960 - 2035 

Figure 2: Rate of Growth 1960 - 2010 
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In terms of the entire Kalamazoo County area, Portage 
represents 18.5% of the total population, which is slightly less 
than the 18.8% of the total population recorded in 2000. The 
population of the two fastest growing communities in the 
county during the 2000’s, Oshtemo Township and Texas 
Township, increased from 7.1% to 8.7% and from 4.6% to 
5.9% of the total Kalamazoo County population, 
respectively.  As the population growth slows, the city will 
need to ensure it can still provide high-quality services and 
promote investment and redevelopment in existing 
neighborhoods. 

Age 
Figure 4 compares several different age groups (cohorts) between 1990 and 2010. During this 20 year 
period, the school age (19 years of age and under) through young adult age groups (20-24 years of 
age) have remained stable, averaging approximately 3,000 persons per cohort.  The next three cohorts 
(25-34, 35-44 and 45-54 years) have consistently contained the highest number of persons in the city 
during this 20 year period.  In 1990 and 2010 the 25-54 age cohorts represented 47% and 41% of the 
total population, respectively (ranging between 19,122 and 19,145 persons).  Amongst the three cohorts, 
between 1990 and 2010, the largest increase occurred in the 35-44 age group, which increased 1,992 
persons (42%) during this 20 year period. 

Figure 4: Population by Age 1990 - 2010 
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1990:  33.1
2000:  35.8
2010:  36.7

Source:  US Census  

As expected, the older cohorts (55 through 85+) have continued to increase, consistent with an aging 
population led by the Baby Boom generation.  This has resulted in a higher overall median age during this 
time period, which increased from 33.1 years in 1990 to 36.7 years in 2010. In conjunction with 
observable trends, in the coming years this will place greater demand on services for more elderly 
residents living in the city.  These trends will increase the demand for aging in place considerations such as 
accessible and affordable housing and transportation options. 

Community 2000 2010 % Change
Cooper Twp. 8,754 10,111 15.5%
Texas Twp. 10,919 14,697 34.6%
Comstock Twp. 13,849 14,854 7.3%
Oshtemo Twp. 17,003 21,705 27.7%
Kalamazoo Twp. 21,677 21,918 1.1%
Portage City 44,897 46,292 3.1%
Kalamazoo City 77,145 74,262 -3.7%
Kalamazoo Co. 238,603 250,331 4.9%

      y    

Source: US Census Bureau

Figure 3: Population of Select Kalamazoo 
County Communities 2000 - 2010 
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Education 
The City of Portage maintains a notably high 
educational attainment level. The high quality of local 
public school systems, and the close proximity of major 
colleges and universities help to explain this fact.  As 
shown in Figure 5, less than 5% of the population of 
Portage residents have not completed high school or 
acquired equivalency. Nearly 40% of residents within the city have received a degree of higher education 
(Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctorate). High quality education is a key quality of life factor that attracts new 
residents. 

Housing 
Housing Type 
As shown in Figure 6, the total number of households, family households and non-family households all 
increased between 2000 and 2010.  Total households and family households had modest increases of 
5.8% and 2.3%, respectively. Non-family households had the largest percent increase at 12.9%.  Figure 7 
also compares average household size and average family size for 2000 and 2010. Both average 
household size and average family size have remained relatively unchanged between 2000 and 2010.  

While the number of family households increased 

between 2000 and 2010, its percentage in 
comparison to non-family households decreased.  

The trend of declining family households held true for 
Kalamazoo County during the decade between 2000 and 2010 (Figure 7). Non-family households increased 
by a little over 2%, the identical rate experienced in Portage. Household types have influence over what 
types of housing units are constructed. This trend, experienced in communities nation-wide, is indicative of 
changing family and social structures. Because of this, demands for various types of housing (i.e., single-
family, duplex, apartments) may shift in the coming years. 

Figure 6: Household Type 

Population 25 years and over Percent
High School or higher 95.4%
Bachelor's Degree or higher 38.9%

g    

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

Figure 5: Education Attainment 

Figure 7: Average Family & Household Size 
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Housing Stock 
Coinciding with the city’s greatest rate of population change during the 
1960’s and 1970’s, nearly one-half (43%) of the housing units within the 
City of Portage were constructed during these two decades (Figure 8).  
Prior to this period of prosperity, Portage was largely a rural community 
with scattered farmsteads and smaller country homes; a number of these 
homes built prior to 1950 still exist today.  However, while that time 
period allowed Portage to enjoy a great deal of prosperity, homes built 
during that era are now 40 to 50+ years old.  It is important that these 
older homes are well-maintained and provide opportunities for future 
Portage residents in the coming decades. 

As population growth rates slowed starting in the 1980’s, the concurring housing boom did as well.  Only 
2% of housing units were constructed in the six year period between 2005 and 2011 as a result of the 
recent economic recessionary period.  

Occupancy 
Compared to neighboring 
communities, Portage is similar to 
Comstock and Cooper townships 
which exhibit high rates of 
occupancy.   As shown in Figure 9, 
just under 94% of all housing units in 
the city are occupied—a total of 
nearly 19,000 housing units. Portage 
maintains a smaller vacancy rate 
than many of its neighboring 
communities and the county as a 
whole. This may be attributed to the 
city’s high desirability. 

Figure 10 shows the number of owner-occupied and renter-occupied housing units within Portage, 
neighboring city of Kalamazoo and Kalamazoo County.  Of the city’s approximate 20,000 housing units, 
about 70% are owner-occupied, a figure nearly identical to the State of Michigan and similar to 
Kalamazoo County as a whole. Comparatively, 
the city of Kalamazoo, home to Western Michigan 
University and Kalamazoo College, has more 
rental units than owner-occupied.  

Year Number Percent
Built 1939 or earlier 625 3.1%
Built 1940 to 1949 686 3.4%
Built 1950 to 1959 2,684 13.3%
Built 1960 to 1969 3,867 19.1%
Built 1970 to 1979 4,858 24.0%
Built 1980 to 1989 2,870 14.2%
Built 1990 to 1999 2,774 13.7%
Built 2000 to 2005 1,407 7.0%
Built 2005 to 2011 450 2.2%
Total Housing Units 20,221 100.0%

g    g 

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

Number Percent Number Percent
Portage City 13,268 69% 6,080 31%
Kalamazoo City 12,660 46% 14,908 54%
Kalamazoo County 64,213 65% 34,872 35%

      

Source: 2010-2012 American Community Survey Estimates

Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Community

Figure 8: Year Housing Built 

Figure 9: Housing Vacancy Rate 

Figure 10: Owner- vs. Renter-Occupied Housing 
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Foreclosures 
Figure 11 shows trends with respect to 
mortgage and tax foreclosures which 
have been a challenge for most 
communities since the mid-2000’s. Over 
the past six years, the number of housing 
foreclosures in Portage has remained 
fairly steady, with some improvement 
shown through the fall of 2013.  In the 
past two years, the number of 
foreclosures in Kalamazoo County 
overall decreased significantly from a 
peak in 2010 to the fall of 2013.   For 
comparison purposes, approximately 
18.4% of all Kalamazoo County housing 
units are located in Portage, whereas 
Portage housing foreclosures, as a percent of the total foreclosures in Kalamazoo County, has averaged 
approximately 15% of the total.  Should recent foreclosure trends continue through the end of 2013, this 
year will be the fewest number of foreclosures since the Great Recession began, signaling a local upturn in 
the economy.   

Housing Value 
The median housing value for the city in 2000 was just over $120,000 (see Figure 12), well above state 
and county figures. Kalamazoo County’s median housing value in the same year was $108,000. By the 
2010 Census, the county, however, had increased at a greater rate than the city. Kalamazoo County 
experienced a 35% increase through the duration of the decade while Portage experienced a 30% 
increase. Despite the city’s slower increase juxtaposed to the County, Portage continues to exhibit strong 
housing values throughout the city. 

Figure 11: Total Foreclosures 

Figure 12: Median Housing Value 
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Economics & Employment 

Income 
Figure 13 compares median household income 

between several nearby communities and the 
county.  In 2009 and 2010, Portage had the 
third highest median household income, while 
Texas and Cooper townships median household 
income was higher.  Over the three-year period,  
Portage experienced modest growth increasing 
from $54,760 to $56,330, an approximate 3% 
increase.  

According to the US Census Bureau’s defined 
parameters for poverty, approximately 8.6% of Portage residents are below the poverty line, around 
4,000 residents. Notably, as shown in Figure 14, the percentage of families with children in poverty nearly 
doubled between 2000 and 2010. A similar trend occurred in Kalamazoo County during the same time 

frame. However, nearly one-fifth of 
Kalamazoo County residents are 
considered to be living in poverty, far 
greater than Portage poverty rates. 

 

Commuting 
According to the US Census Bureau, mean travel 
time to work was 20.3 minutes in 2010, which 
decreased to 19.1 minutes in 2011 (see Figure 
15). Travel times throughout communities in the 
Kalamazoo area are relatively low and have 
decreased since the 2010 Census.  

Number Percent Number Percent
All Families 375 6.5% 748 6.0%
Families with children under 18 323 5.0% 593 9.2%
All Individuals 2,149 4.8% 3,981 8.6%
All Families 3,812 6.5% 6,754 11.2%
Families with children under 18 3,227 10.7% 4,896 17.9%
All Individuals 27,483 12.0% 46,061 18.4%

   

Source: US Census Bureau

Community
20102000

Type

City of 
Portage

Kalamazoo 
County

Community 2009 2010 2011 % Change ('09-'11)
Cooper Twp. $57,221 $56,188 $55,502 -3%
Texas Twp. $86,440 $88,250 $87,565 1.3%
Comstock Twp. $49,139 $51,301 $51,111 4.0%
Oshtemo Twp. $35,267 $37,080 $36,766 4.3%
Kalamazoo Twp. $40,428 $40,904 $42,961 6.3%
Portage City $54,760 $55,936 $56,330 2.9%
Kalamazoo City $29,299 $29,919 $31,291 6.8%
Kalamazoo Co. $44,553 $44,794 $46,019 3.3%

Source: 2010 Census, 2005-2009 & 2007-2011 ACS Estimates 

    Figure 13: Median Household Income 

Figure 14: Poverty Rates 

Figure 15: Average Commute Times 
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Figure 16 breaks down the primary destinations for 
employment for Portage workers. The majority of workers 
living in the city commute to Kalamazoo (32%) while over 
one-quarter are able to live and work in Portage. Other 
notable employment locations include Grand Rapids and 
Battle Creek.  Over one-quarter of Portage residents are 
fortunate enough to live and work within the city. For 
suburban cities similar in size, this figure is notably higher, 
signaling a strong local workforce. 

Employment 
Figure 17 lists the top six employment sectors for employed 
Portage residents over 16 in 2011. Nearly one-quarter of 
Portage workers have found employment in educational services, health care, and social assistance. Major 
corporations such as Stryker, Pfizer, Portage Public Schools, State Farm Insurance Company, and Meijer 

are located within the city and provide strong 
employment opportunities for the higher-
educated population of Portage. 
Manufacturing within the city still remains an 
important sector as it employs almost 4,000 
Portage residents. Portage is home to major 
retail outlets along Westnedge Avenue, 
including Crossroads Mall which contribute to 
a significant portion of the employment base 
in the city. Nearly 3,000 residents are 
employed in the retail trade sector. Part of 
this planning process will be to ensure the 
city’s land uses continue to support these 
trending industries.  

 

Natural Resources 
 

The natural environment is a critical element in the physical development and quality of life in the city.  The 
various components of the natural environment function, change, and interact as part of an overall 
ecosystem.  These natural elements need to be considered as a community resource.  Development should 
be directed to areas that can best sustain the physical changes to the landscape while minimizing impacts 
to the most sensitive natural resources. 

Soils.  Construction costs and risks to the environment can be minimized by developing areas where the 
native soils are suitable for the intensity of development.  Certain types of native soils have characteristics 
that make them less suitable for building foundations, or a base for pavement.  Where native soils are less 

Industry Number Percent
Educational services, and health care 
and social assistance

5,169 23.9%

Manufacturing 3,917 18.1%
Retail trade 2,919 13.5%
Finance and insurance, and real 
estate and rental and leasing

2,088 9.6%

Professional, scientific, and 
management, and administrative 
and waste management services

2,067 9.6%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, 
and accommodation and food 
services

1,633 7.5%

g   j  y  

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey Estimates

Location of Employment
Number of 

Portage 
Residents*

Percent of 
Portage 

Residents
Kalamazoo City 5,482 32.4%
Portage City 4,695 27.7%
Battle Creek 500 3.0%
Grand Rapids 247 1.5%
Mattawan village 230 1.4%
Comstock Twp 157 0.9%
All Other Locations 5,490 33.2%

Source: US Census Bureau

    

*Number of works ages 18 and up

Figure 16: Places of Employment 

Figure 17: Top 6 Major Employment Sectors 

9 



 

 Existing Conditions Report 

suitable for development, additional engineering or replacement of soils is needed, which adds to 
development costs and maintenance. 

Since most of the city is served by sanitary sewer, soils generally are not a significant constraint to 
development.  However, there are poorly drained soils in low-lying areas, along creeks and around lakes 
that coincide with the wetland and floodplain areas of the city.  Limitations associated with development 
on these organic soils are due to problems of drainage, load-bearing capacity and frost action.  A 
majority of soils within Portage are well suited for development.  In general, loam, sandy loam and loamy 
sand soils are most common.  Loamy soils are found primarily in the northern one-half of the city, sandy 
loam most commonly in the southeast quadrant, and loamy sand soils in the southwest quadrant.  These soils 
are, for the most part, well-drained.  Physical limitations to development, where it occurs, may also exist 
because of excessive slopes mostly found in proximity to lakes. 

Surface Water.  Portage has seven lakes that account for 1,732 acres or 7.9% of the geographic area of 
the city.  These include Austin, West and Hampton, as well as portions of Long, Gourdneck, Sugarloaf and 
Little Sugarloaf Lakes.  The lakes continue to be a valuable natural resource in the city and protection of 
lake water quality is essential.  A combination of regulations and public education can help limit adverse 
impacts from storm water runoff.  Best management practices are used to protect streams and bodies of 
water from soil erosion resulting from storm water runoff (Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Act), and 
pre-treatment of storm water prior to infiltration or discharge, when applicable (Storm Water Design 
Criteria Manual). All dwellings and businesses within 500 feet of a water body, wetland or other sensitive 
land are required to connect to the municipal sanitary sewer, where available.  

Floodplains.  Flooding of streams and lakes can cause environmental damage and pose a threat to safety 
and properties. Any construction activity in the 100-year floodplain must comply with the State of 
Michigan Construction Code and Appendix G of the Michigan Building Code.  Flood-prone areas are 
shown on the Natural Features Map and have been identified by utilizing Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Hazard Boundary Maps. 
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Natural Features map 
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Wetlands.  All wetlands larger than five acres or connected with a lake, pond or steam are protected 
under Part 303 (Wetland Protection) of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act 
(NREPA), Act 451 of 1994, as amended.  This state law prohibits filling, dredging and draining of such 
wetlands without a permit.  Wetland areas are also shown on the Natural Features Map and identified by 
utilizing data from FEMA, the National Wetland Inventory and City of Portage elevation and aerial 
photography data.   

Land Resources.  Portage contains significant land areas that have remained relatively undisturbed.  
Collectively, these areas are not only significant in size but also demonstrate a wide variety of natural 
habitats.  Several kinds of grassland, forest, and wetland environments are found.  Such environmental 
diversification results in a wide array of wildlife including a number of rare plants and animals, and 
significant populations of game animals such as deer and turkey. These natural areas provide educational, 
recreational, aesthetic, and wildlife preservation benefits with minimal maintenance costs.   

Natural areas are primarily located in the southern half of the city. Lands in the vicinity of Hampton and 
Sugarloaf lakes are primarily under State ownership and are used as game areas.  Bishop’s Bog Preserve 
and the Eliason Nature Reserve are large wetland areas under public and city ownership.  In the southeast 
quadrant, Mandigo Marsh and the West Lake Nature Preserve also demonstrate significant and unique 
natural resources.  Both of these areas are under city ownership. 

Key natural areas include: 

♦ West Lake Nature Preserve:  This 110-acre park preserve along West Lake boasts a variety of 
upland, wetland, marsh, woodland and sensitive woodland area with unique plant species and animal 
habitats.  There is over 1,400 feet of frontage on West Lake which is primarily a wetland bog.  The 
marsh habitat within the interior of the preserve is ideal for waterfowl.   

♦ Bishop’s Bog Preserve:  A 145-acre site north and northwest of Schrier Park.  Bishop’s Bog, the 
largest “relict” bog in southern Michigan, has been registered with the Nature Conservancy.  It is 
uncommon for this type of bog which harbors a number of rare plants to be found in southern 
Michigan.  A linear trail on the east side of Bishop’s Bog that connects Schrier Park, South Westnedge 
Park, and West Lake Nature Preserve allows for passive nature study without disturbing this unique 
environment.  Bishop’s Bog Preserve continues to be a site used by local and regional educators for 
study due to the unique environmental attributes. A second trail system on the west side of the bog to 
connect with Eliason Nature Reserve is planned. 

♦ Mandigo Marsh: A historically well-known wetland area on the southwest corner of Austin Lake.  A 
large portion of Mandigo Marsh was purchased by the City of Portage to ensure permanent 
protection.  Comprising about 40 acres, the marsh is home to a wide variety of marshland birds and 
other types of waterfowl, and harbors an unusual assembly of plants that are peculiar to this area.  
Mandigo Marsh has been classified by the Nature Conservancy as an example of a coastal plain 
marsh community, which is common to the Atlantic coast.  The community and many of its characteristic 
plant and animal species are far removed -- often thousands of miles -- from the main range along the 
Atlantic coast, likely nature’s happenstance associated with early plant migration and changes in 
geologic and weather conditions.  Many of these species are listed by the State of Michigan and are 
protected under the Michigan Endangered Species Act. 

♦ State Game Area:  The Gourdneck State Game area, which encompasses nearly 1,555 acres in 
Portage, is located in southwest Portage from Centre Avenue into Schoolcraft Township to the south.  
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources owns and maintains this land area for limited hunting 
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Over the next 10 years, 
Portage plans to spend 
approximately $26 million to 
continue improvements to its 
water & sanitary sewer 
systems. 
 

and fishing opportunities.  The large expanse of land will remain open and undeveloped for the 
foreseeable future.   

The State game area consists of three separate tracts in Portage.  The primary tract south of 
Vanderbilt Avenue is separated from two smaller tracts on Centre Avenue by private property on the 
north side of Vanderbilt Avenue and around Hampton Lake.  The two smaller tracts along Centre 
Avenue are likewise separated by private property between Centre Avenue and Hampton Lake. 

♦ Eliason Nature Reserve: The newest addition to the Portage Park system, the 123-acre Eliason Nature 
Reserve property was donated to the city in 2011 by Linda Eliason as a memorial to her late husband.  
The property is a combination of upland and wetland ecosystems and contains a large segment of 
Bishop’s Bog, bringing a majority of the bog under city ownership.  A park master plan for the Eliason 
Nature Reserve was prepared in the fall of 2012.  In 2013 an additional 18-acre parcel was 
acquired by the city for inclusion into the Eliason Nature Reserve that provides access to Osterhout 
Road.  Subject to grant funding, the city plans for first phase development in 2015. An asphalt trail to 
the property is currently available from Portage Industrial Drive and a 1.25 natural pathway has 
been created through the property. 

Public Services 
 

The availability of public services influences the development and redevelopment of land, protection of 
natural features, recreational opportunities, public safety and enhances the quality of life in the community.  
The City of Portage continues to invest in the public infrastructure to meet current and future demands.  
Public facilities and services offered within the city include: 

 
1. Public Utilities 
2. Public Safety Facilities 
3. Recreational Facilities 
4. General Government 
5. Library Facilities (operated separately from municipal services) 
6. Educational Facilities (operated separately from municipal services) 

 

Public Utilities 
From a land use planning perspective, the location and type of public sewer and water systems influence 
the location and type of development within a community.  For example, high density or more intense land 
uses require public water and sanitary sewer service.  Certain types of projects have special demands for 
high capacity utility lines or high pressure water systems or even specialized electrical service.  Decisions 
concerning the expansion of public utilities must be made in order to accommodate service demands, as 
well as development and redevelopment activities.  Importantly, for Portage, 
connection to the public sanitary sewer system helps protect valuable ground 
and surface water resources in the city.  

Programming for sanitary sewer, water and drainage improvements to meet 
needs is provided through the Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  The CIP 
is annually updated and includes ten years for planning/budgeting 
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purposes.   The CIP includes several water/sanitary sewer infrastructure projects to improve and expand 
these systems.  Most of the city is served by both public water and sanitary sewer systems).  The proposed 
level of investment to accommodate residential, commercial and industrial development and 
redevelopment in the next 10 years includes: 

♦ $6.4 million in sanitary sewer improvements and expansions. 
♦ $20 million in water system improvements and expansions. 
 

Sanitary Sewer System The sanitary sewer system consists of 231 miles of sewer main and 55 sewage lift 
stations.  The system has a capacity of 10.8 million gallons per day while the average flow is 5.0 million 
gallons per day. 

In the past, street reconstruction has been delayed in the absence of municipal sanitary sewer service. With 
the vast majority of the city now served by municipal sewer, remaining areas lacking sanitary sewer have 
been evaluated in relation to the availability of public water, proximity to established Wellhead 
Protection Areas, the age of existing septic systems, proximity to water bodies, existing land use/zoning, 
and average parcel size. These areas have been prioritized in relation to street reconstruction in the CIP. 

Public sanitary sewers and new or expansion projects, either city-initiated or by property owner petition, 
are reviewed annually by the Administration.  Funding for planned improvements and expansions is 
proposed through various financing methods including the Sewer Enterprise Fund. 

 

Water System The water system consists of 20 production wells, one 750,000 gallon elevated storage 
tank, one 1.5 million gallon elevated storage tank, and 247 miles of water main.  The water system has a 
capacity of 26 million gallons per day, and the average production is 5.5 million gallons per day. 

Public water system enhancements and expansion projects are also reviewed on an annual basis in the 
context of the recommendations in the Comprehensive Plan and also public health and public safety 
standards.  Similar to sewer system improvements, various funding mechanisms are employed including 
resources of the Water Enterprise Fund. 

The CIP proposes numerous operational improvements in anticipation of current and future demands 
placed on the water system. Planned projects are focused more directly on system-related improvements 
rather than localized water installation projects: 

♦ Water main replacements 
♦ Storm water improvements 
♦ Long-term consideration of arsenic, iron and manganese removal facilities at existing wellfield sites to 

meet new federal guidelines for public water supply systems. 
 

An important element of the public water supply system is the wellhead protection program.  The city 
updated wellhead protection in 2000 and received approval from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) in March 2001.  The Wellhead Protection Plan calls for proactive 
development standards in identified wellhead protection areas, as well as public education for 
groundwater protection.  
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Storm Water Drainage The general hydrology of Portage is such that surface and subsurface drainage 
flows between the Kalamazoo River Basin, which runs through the central and northern portion of the city, 
and the St. Joseph River Basin, in the southeast part of the city.  The drainage divide traverses the city in 
roughly an east-west line.  The areas located north of this drainage divide drain into Portage Creek, which 
in turn flows into the Kalamazoo River.  The areas located south of this drainage divide flow into 
Gourdneck Creek, which in turn flows into the St. Joseph River.  The average annual precipitation is 39.7 
inches, which generates in excess of 688 million gallons per square mile per year. 

Recognizing the importance to accommodate storm water runoff and to prevent pollution of water 
resources, the City of Portage has acted to protect residents and businesses through the adoption of 
numerous best management practices as outlined in the following documents/programs: 

♦ Storm Water Master Plan  
♦ Storm Water Design Criteria Manual 
♦ Storm Water Pollution Prevention Initiative 
♦ Illicit Discharge Elimination Program 
♦ Participation in Portage Creek and Kalamazoo River Watershed Management Plan 
♦ Wellhead Protection Plan 
♦ Public education plan 
 

The City of Portage addresses storm water issues with an environmental focus and has been implementing 
water quality measures in accordance with federally mandated NPDES rules.  Water quality improvement 
measures include treatment before infiltration, installation of sediment cells, elimination/reduction of direct 
storm water discharges to surface water bodies, use of deicing alternatives to traditional road salt, 
ongoing water quality monitoring and considering innovative storm drainage techniques, where applicable.  
Several million dollars have been invested over the last decade to improve and sustain the City’s storm 
water system. 

Public Safety Facilities 
In 2011, the City created a new Department of Public Safety with two divisions: Fire and Police. 

Fire Division There are presently three fire stations that provide fire protection service within Portage: 

Station #1 (Central), 7830 Shaver Road, is located in the City Centre Area at Shaver Road and 
South Westnedge Avenue across from City Hall. Station #1 houses administrative offices and training 
facilities as well as providing fire protection services for the 
central portion of the city. 

Station #2, 6101 Oakland Drive, is located in the northwest 
quadrant of the city on Oakland Drive south of West Milham 
Avenue.  Station #2 generally provides fire protection services to 
the northwest area of the city. 

Station #3, 8503 Sprinkle Road, is located on Sprinkle Road 
south of Zylman Avenue adjacent to Ramona Park.  Station #3 generally provides fire protection 
services to the east portion of the city. 
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A fire training facility is located on South Westnedge Avenue adjoining South Westnedge Park and a 
fourth fire station is proposed in the long-term future within the south Portage area. 

Police Division The Police Department, established in 1964, was 
originally housed in a small section of City Hall.  In 1965, the Police 
Department moved to a two-story house, while the existing building 
was constructed in 1970, with a major renovation completed in 2005.  
This building also used to house the State of Michigan 8th District Court 
– South.  In 2013, the 8th District Court – South was closed and 
operations were relocated and consolidated with the 8th District 
located in the city of Kalamazoo.  

Recreational Facilities 
Numerous and diverse recreational opportunities in high quality recreational facilities are provided 
throughout the community.  There are several different types of recreational areas/facilities including 
neighborhood, community and regional parks, nature preserves and cultural event facilities.  Such amenities 
are a valuable resource and contribute to the quality of life in Portage. 

Community parks and open space account for the majority of land dedicated to recreational uses in 
Portage.  Passive recreational areas not formally dedicated as parklands are classified as open space 
areas.     

The following information summarizes the community recreational facilities detailed in the City of Portage 
Recreation and Open Space Plan.  The complete Recreation and Open Space Plan is an element to the 
Comprehensive Plan and is updated, as needed, to 1) fulfill the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) requirements for grant funding and 2) to ensure project priority as part of the annual Capital 
Improvement Program process.  A copy of the Recreation and Open Space Plan can be obtained from the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Property Management or the Department of Community 
Development. 

Large Urban Parks Large Urban parks are a highlight of the Portage Park system, offering numerous 
recreational opportunities on large expanses of land.  These parks are rich in history, well-maintained and 
easily accessible.   Portage maintains two large urban parks: 

♦ Portage Creek Bicentennial Park (PCBP) (205 acres) – Located in central Portage along Portage 
Creek, linear park, over three miles in length, protects the sensitive environment of the Portage Creek 
basin and offers residents and visitors many opportunities to enjoy the creek – from overlook decks to 
canoeing.  PCBP was started in 1976 in honor of the 1776-1976 U.S. Bicentennial celebration.  
Featured attractions include over eight miles of hiking and biking trails, North PCBD Trailhead, the 
Milham Avenue activity area, and the Celery Flats Interpretive 
Center and Historical Area. 

The Celery Flats Interpretive Center is a facility that allows 
visitors to relive the time period (from the 1890’s through the 
1930’s) when Kalamazoo County was known as the Celery 
Capital of the World.  The Celery Flats Historical Area is a 
unique park facility dedicated to the preservation of community 
structures of historical significance.  Included in the area is an 

Ramona Park 
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1856 one-room schoolhouse, a 1931 grain elevator, Stuart Manor and the Hayloft Theatre. 

♦ Ramona Park (67 acres) – Located on the north side of Long Lake and provides a number of 
recreational opportunities.  Ramona is a heavily used park in the Portage Park System due to a 
swimming area with a sandy beach, and fishing facilities.  The park also provides numerous court 
sports (volleyball, basketball, and tennis), field sport areas (softball, football, and soccer) and picnic 
areas. 

Community Parks Community parks provide for the recreational needs of the larger community and 
include field sports (e.g., baseball, softball, football, soccer) facilities in addition to the facilities found at 
neighborhood parks.  Portage has six dedicated community parks including: 

♦ South Westnedge Park (27 acres) – Located in south-central Portage and provides six softball fields 
serving the greater Kalamazoo County area.  A skate park, in-line hockey, and soccer field are also 
available. 

♦ Central Park (12 acres) – The Park is nestled in a bend of Portage Creek and provides picnic shelters, 
play equipment and restroom facilities.  Central Park is also home to the Overlander Bandshell facility, 
at which various performing arts are held throughout the summer 
season. 

♦ Lakeview Park (24 acres) – Located along the shore of Austin Lake 
and provides areas for fishing and picnics, as well as playground 
equipment, ball field, tennis/basketball courts and walking trails. 

♦ Oakland Drive Park (19 acres) – Located north of Center Avenue, 
Oakland Drive Park provides softball and soccer fields, tennis, 
volleyball and basketball courts, play equipment and a 
restroom/picnic shelter.  Oakland Drive Park also has a sledding 
hill for winter activities. 

♦ Schrier Park (20 acres park and 36 acres open space) – Located in south-central Portage off 
Osterhout Road and includes an orchard, shelter, playground and trails as well as 36 acres of passive 
recreational open space. 

♦ Westfield Park (12 acres) – Located in northwest Portage, this park facility provides basketball and 
tennis courts, ball fields and a soccer field, as well as a picnic shelter, play equipment and restrooms. 

Special Use Parks These are public parks spaces created primarily for a single-purpose and include:  

♦ Millennium Park (18 acres) – Located along Romence Road near South Westnedge Avenue, 
Millennium Park includes Kalamazoo County’s only outdoor-refrigerated ice skating rink. In addition to 
the rink, an outdoor stage/amphitheater is utilized during the spring/summer and an asphalt trail 
connects Millennium Park to Bicentennial Park and Crossroads Mall. 

♦ Liberty Park (2 acres) – Located along South Westnedge Avenue just north of the Shaver Road-South 
Westnedge Avenue intersection, Liberty Park was created as a result of an environmental and 
economic development initiative called STEP (Stormwater Treatment Enhancement Project).  In addition 
to treating storm water runoff from the adjacent South Westnedge Avenue drainage area and 
preventing pollutants from entering Portage Creek, Liberty Park enhances the visual and landscape 
elements in the City Centre Area through a series of landscaped storm water retention ponds, 

Lakeview Park 
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limestone transfer channels, waterfalls, sidewalks, a boardwalk along Portage Creek and stunning 
floral displays. 

♦ Veterans Memorial Park (1 acre) – Located near the Portage District Library, adjacent to  Portage 
Central Cemetery, Veterans Memorial Park was dedicated in 2005 as a memorial to honor area 
residents who have served in the United States military.  The memorial is approximately 40 feet long 
and consists of five large engraved stones, four flagpoles, lighting, brick walkway and landscaping 
features for quiet and festive enjoyment.   

Neighborhood Parks Neighborhood parks provide playground facilities for young children and court 
sports (e.g. basketball, tennis, volleyball) facilities for all ages.  Although available to the entire 
community, neighborhood parks also serve surrounding neighborhood areas and are situated throughout 
the city.  The dedicated public neighborhood parks that are under city jurisdiction include: 

♦ Haverhill Park (4 acres) - Located in the Haverhill neighborhood near Oakland Drive between 
Romence Road and West Milham Avenue, Haverhill Park provides basketball and tennis courts, open 
play areas with picnic areas and playground facilities. 

♦ Lexington Green Park (23 acres) – Located in the Lexington 
Green neighborhood of northeast Portage, this park 
provides a ball field, basketball and tennis courts, and play 
equipment, as well as trails, picnic shelters, and restroom 
facilities. 

♦ Harbors West Park (6 acres) – Also located in northwest 
Portage, Harbors West Park provides an open play area, 
court games, walking trails, playground and picnic/restroom 
facilities. 

Greenways Greenways tie park systems together and form 
a continuous park environment. Portage has two greenways of 
significance. 

♦ Portage Creek Bicentennial Park – Portage Creek Bicentennial Park provides a green corridor from 
the City Centre to the city limits at Kilgore Road for a distance of over three miles.  The park highlights 
Portage Creek and protects a variety of wetland habitats while providing planned patron access for 
community use. 

♦ Portage South Central Greenway – A large segment of south central Portage has been set aside 
through the South Central Greenway.  With the recent addition of the Eliason Nature Reserve, in 
additions to the West Lake Nature Preserve, South Westnedge Parks, Bishop’s Bog Preserve and 
Schrier Park, over 450 acres of open space has been connected for this green corridor.  Over five 
miles of trails and a variety of park facilities are located in the Portage South Central Greenway. 

Connector Trails & Bikeway System Connector trails are multipurpose trails that emphasize safe 
travel for pedestrians and bicyclists for recreational and commuter use. Portage has a taken a proactive 
approach through a combination of paved shoulder bikeways and non-motorized multi-use trails.  Portage 
has over 17 miles of non- motorized trails.  In addition to the four-mile Portage Creek Bicentennial Park 
trail, the following major connector trails are managed by the City of Portage: 

♦ Northwest Bikeway Trail – 3.5 miles in length from McGillicuddy to Romence Road. 

Lexington Green Park 
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City Hall 

♦ Millennium Trail – 1 mile in length from Romence Road to South Westnedge Avenue. 

♦ Garden Lane Trail – 1 mile in length connecting to the Bicentennial Park trail from the east and west. 

♦ Romence Road Trail – 1.75 miles in length between South Westnedge Avenue and Sprinkle Road. 

♦ Shaver Road Bikeway Trail – 2 miles in length from Centre Avenue south to South Westnedge Park 
and Eliason Nature Reserve. 

♦ Lovers Lane Bikeway Trail – 2 miles in length from Milham Avenue south to Centre Avenue. 

♦ East Centre/Sprinkle Road Bikeway Trail – 1.5 miles in length from Portage Road east to Sprinkle 
Road and Sprinkle Road south to Zylman Road. 

♦ East Milham Bikeway Trail – 0.75 mile in length from Lovers Lane east to Portage Road. 

 

General Government 
Portage  City Hall The City of Portage is committed to providing efficient, quality municipal facilities within 
the city.  The primary government facility is in the geographic heart of the community where Centre 
Avenue and South Westnedge Avenue intersect:  Portage City Hall was completed in 1988 and is located 
in the “triangle” between Westnedge, Shaver and West Centre Avenue.  Development/redevelopment 
within this area has been ongoing although government facilities together with public educational activities 

form the nucleus for the “City Centre Area” of Portage.  City Hall presently 
houses the offices of City Manager, City Clerk, Community Development, 
Financial Services, Employee Development, Benefit Services, City Assessor, 
and Information/Technology Services.  City Council, Planning Commission 
and a variety of city advisory board and commission meetings are also 
held in the facility. 

Public Services Facility The Public Services facility is located immediately 
northeast of City Hall, across South Westnedge Avenue and is also within 
the City Centre Area.  This facility was constructed in 1964 and has 

undergone several building modifications in order to better serve Portage residents and businesses.  The 
most recent building modification/expansion was completed in 2001.  The facility houses the offices and 
operations activities of the Departments of Transportation and Utilities and Parks, Recreation, and Public 
Services and municipal utilities. 

Senior Center The Senior Center was established in 1979 and is located on Currier Drive, east of City 
Hall, within the City Centre Area.  The Senior Center was the first center in Michigan to be fully accredited 
by the National Council on the Aging/National Institute of Senior Centers.  The Senior Center offers a wide 
variety of programs and activities for people aged 55 and older which promote personal growth, health, 
friendship and independence.  Participation in Senior Center programs and activities is expected to 
increase during the coming years as a result of the aging “baby boomer” population. 
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District Library 

Library Facilities 
The Portage District Library is also located within the City Centre Area.  
The library has been a dependable community resource and center for 
intellectual freedom since its conception more than 50 years ago.  It 
began in 1962 as the Portage Township Library and since 1976, has 
been located at 300 Library Lane.  The District Library facility 
underwent a major renovation in 1995. 

Educational Facilities 
The Portage Public School District encompasses 45 square miles, the predominant portion of which is within 
the City of Portage. Portions of Texas Township, Pavilion Township and the City of Kalamazoo are also 
contained within the district.  Although the Portage, Vicksburg and Schoolcraft Public School systems 
provide primary and secondary educational services within the City of Portage, only a limited portion of 
the City is served by the Vicksburg and Schoolcraft Districts.  Accordingly, this section covers only the 
Portage Public School system. 

A quality public school system is an important component to the continued strength of the local community.  
Portage voters overwhelmingly approved $119 million bond proposal in November 2007 to construct two 
new elementary schools, a new Central High School and renovate Portage Northern High School. Also 
included in the bond project were new facilities for Transportation and Maintenance as well as Technology 
and Training.  Construction of the new or renovated facilities is complete: the Transportation and 
Maintenance facility and 12th Street Elementary School opened in 2009, Lake Center Elementary School in 
2010, and the new Portage Central and renovated Portage Northern high schools opened in the fall of 
2011. 

Elementary Schools There are eight elementary schools in the Portage Public School District: 

♦ Amberly Elementary (18.8 acres) 
♦ Angling Road Elementary (11.4 acres) 
♦ Portage Central Elementary (shares campus with Central Middle and 

High Schools) 
♦ Haverhill Elementary (10.9 acres) 
♦ Lake Center Elementary (8.7 acres) 
♦ Moorsbridge Elementary (shares site with West Middle School) 
♦ 12th Street Elementary (30 acres) 
♦ Woodland Elementary (9.4 acres) 

 

Since 1981, Lexington Green, Pershing and Ramona Avenue Elementary Schools have been closed and 
Milham Elementary School was converted to the Portage Community Education Center.  The newest 
elementary schools, 12th Street Elementary and Lake Center Elementary, opened in 2009 and 2010.   

Elementary schools have been located within residential areas with the intent to minimize walking distances 
and long-range transportation needs.  These elementary school sites also provide recreational 
opportunities after normal school hours.   
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Central High School 

Western Michigan University 

Middle and High Schools There are presently three middle schools 
and two senior high schools in the Portage Public School District: 

♦ Portage North Middle and High School (78.9 acres) 
♦ Central Middle and High School (93.4 acres) 
♦ West Middle (64.5 acres) 

 

The middle and high schools all contain gymnasiums, library media 
centers, auditoriums and extensive outdoor recreation areas.  The 
middle school facilities also contain indoor swimming pools.  Middle and high school facilities play a major 
role in providing a wide range of recreational opportunities for the Portage community. 

Other Educational Facilities and Higher Education   In addition to 
public schools, there are a number of other charter schools, and private 
and parochial schools at all levels servicing the area.  There are also a 
number of other educational and secondary educational 
programs/facilities within Portage and the surrounding region including 
Special Education, Post-Secondary Education and Vocational Education 

opportunities.  Some of the key facilities are listed below: 

♦ Portage Community Education Center 
♦ Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency 
♦ Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
♦ Davenport College 
♦ Kalamazoo College 
♦ Cornerstone University 
♦ University of Phoenix 
♦ Western Michigan University 
♦ Extensions of several colleges, universities, training and continuing education programs  
 
The Community Facilities Map illustrates the location of land resources, public park lands, school facilities 
and municipal facilities noted in the sections above. 
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Social/Cultural/Historic Resources 
 

AirZoo. AirZoo is a non-profit aviation museum and indoor amusement park, located near the Kalamazoo-
Battle Creek Airport. It recently expanded its main campus in 2011. 

Celery Flats Interpretive and Historical Center. A quaint, picturesque slice of the past is hidden in the heart 
of the city. The center features an 1856, one-room schoolhouse, a 1931 grain elevator, playground 
facilities, a picnic area, hiking trails and the Hayloft Barn Theatre. 

Historical Sites. The City of Portage is a distinctive city with a rich history. The Historical Sites map shows 
40 historic district homes/sites.  The homes and sites not only serve as monuments to the past, but enrich the 
aesthetic quality of the city today and offer unique contributions to the architectural quality and diversity 
of the community.  The non-renewable nature of these cultural resources, however, reflects the need to 
ensure their preservation.  The sites should be carefully taken into consideration when future planning 
decisions are made within these areas. 
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 Historic Sites Map 
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Existing Land Use 
 

The following table and descriptions accompany the Existing Land Use Map completed in December 2012. 

2007 – 2012 LAND USE COMPARISON 

Land Use 2007 Acres 2007 
% of Total 2012 Acres1 2012 

% of Total 
Single-Family Residential 7,321 32.5% 7,057 31.3% 
Multi-Family Residential 865 3.8% 891 4.0% 
Commercial 936 4.2% 889 3.9% 
Office 586 2.6% 459 2.0% 
Industrial 1,622 7.2% 1,399 6.2% 
Public/Quasi-Public Recreation & Institutional 3,401 15.1% 3,629 16.1% 
Intensive Agriculture 154 0.7% 155 0.7% 
Vacant (including agriculture) 3,101 13.8% 3,505 15.6% 
Other (water/utility/ROW) 4,551 20.2% 4,553 20.2% 
Total 22,537 100.0% 22,537 100.0% 
1  The 2012 land use classification methodology was modified in order to improve the accuracy of the data.  Modifications and the affect on 
 the data are explained in the following land use descriptions. 

 

Single-Family Residential.  Single-family residential land use is by far the most predominant land use within 
Portage.  Single-family residential growth slowed considerably since the start of the Great Recession.  In 
2012, this type of low-density development occupied approximately 31% (7,057 acres) of the total land 
area.  The acreage devoted to single-family development decreased by between 2007 and 2012 due, in 
part, to a reclassification of two-family units as multi-family residential and undeveloped platted lots 
classified as vacant. 

Numerous single-family residential neighborhoods are located throughout the city, with the largest 
concentrations located in the northwest and southeast quadrants of the city. The vast majority of these 
subdivisions are served by public sewer and water.  These neighborhoods exhibit such features as 
curvilinear streets, cul-de-sacs, and various lot sizes. The older neighborhoods constructed shortly after 
World War II, were designed and constructed with smaller lots and setbacks with a more traditional grid-
type street pattern.  Several of these residential areas can be observed in the north portion of the city 
near I-94 and South Westnedge Avenue and in the central part of the community near Centre Avenue and 
South Westnedge Avenue, for example.   

Multi-Family Residential.  Multi-family residential land uses are found throughout Portage, generally on 
larger tracts of land.  In 2012, approximately 891 acres, or 4% of the city accounts for these types of 
uses.   

Two-family residential buildings, or duplexes, are buildings with two, separate units under single or 
sometimes dual ownership.  The demand for this type of housing stock has been growing in recent years.  

Multi-family medium density residential developments tend to generate higher volumes of traffic and, as a 
result, are often located along major thoroughfares such as Centre Avenue, Milham Avenue and 
Constitution Boulevard.  There are a number of multi-family developments in Portage including Marsh Point  
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Apartments located on West Centre, the Courtyards located on Constitution Boulevard and Pheasant Run 
located on South Westnedge.  Newer medium density multi-family developments which target the “empty 
nester” housing market (typically 55 years old and up) include the Village at Brighton Lane located on 
Oakland Drive, Woodlands at Austin Lake located on Sprinkle Road, Sterling Oaks located between 
Bacon Road and South Shore Drive and Oakland Hills located on Oakland Drive.  These projects typically 
include 2 and/or 4 unit attached condominium buildings. 

There are a number of larger, high-density multi-family developments in the city including Walnut Trails 
located near the intersection of East Milham and Newport, Prinwood Place and the Crossings located on 
Shaver Road near Oakland Drive and Greenspire Apartments located on West Centre Avenue.  The 
Foxwood Planned Development, located in the northwest portion of Portage, also has a number of high-
density multi-family units, as well as single-family units.   

There are currently two manufactured home parks in the City of Portage: Colonial Acres and Oakbrook 
Estates.  Colonial Acres is the largest park in the city and is located near Sprinkle Road and East Kilgore 
Road.  Oakbrook Estates is located near the southwest corner of Romence Road and Lovers Lane.  

Office.  Office development within Portage is an important asset.  With Portage located in an attractive 
regional market, approximately 459 acres (2% of the total land area) are developed with various office 
operations, including Trade Center I and II and Creekside Commons Office Park.  The city currently has two 
major office corridors: Centre Avenue between South 12th Street and Portage Road and Milham Avenue 
between Oakland Drive and Portage Road. Other significant office development areas include Lovers 
Lane near East Kilgore Road (Trestlebridge/Trestlewood Office Park), Moorsbridge Road north of West 
Centre Avenue and Romence Road Parkway between Lovers Lane and Portage Road. 

Office development generally offers stable employment and sound tax base (with a limited demand on 
public services). Office development is also often considered more visually appealing than other types of 
higher intensity land uses.  Consequently, office uses have successfully served as an important “transitional” 
use between higher intensity uses and major streets and interior residential neighborhoods.  With the 
exception of the Trade Center office buildings located along the north side of I-94, west of South 
Westnedge Avenue, the trend in office development over the past five years has been in smaller, owner-
occupied office buildings.   

Between 2007 and 2012, the amount of land used for office purposes decreased slightly as a result of 
land divisions that separated office buildings from surrounding vacant land, a reclassification of 
undeveloped Pfizer land holdings to vacant and/or building demolition.  

Commercial. Commercial land uses account for 889 acres (3.9% of the total land area) in Portage. 

The local business classification includes commercial uses that cater primarily to neighborhood residents.  
These uses include small grocery and convenience stores, dry-cleaners, pharmacy, banks, laundromats, and 
smaller dining establishments, among others.  These uses are typically located near single-family 
neighborhoods and can be often accessed by means other than a motorized vehicle. Local businesses are 
important to the economic health of a community by providing employment opportunities.  Local businesses 
also provide convenience needs to local residents.  

Regional business uses include both local and regional shopping centers that draw patrons from the 
Kalamazoo County area and beyond, with access to this larger market via US-131 and I-94.  Crossroads 
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Mall and Southland Mall, located along South Westnedge Avenue between Milham Avenue and Romence 
Road, are the largest regional business uses in the city.   

The core or heart of the central business area, which is characterized primarily by regional business land 
use, is identified as the Portage Commerce Square, bounded by Milham Avenue, Constitution Boulevard, 
Romence Road and Lovers Lane.  The vitality and importance of the Portage Commerce Square area is 
further reflected in the high building occupancy rate. According to the 2011 South Westnedge Avenue 
Commercial Corridor Study, more than 94% of the 4,246,248 square feet of commercial building space 
was occupied.  Over the past ten years, an occupancy rate of 95% has been consistently maintained within 
the Portage Commerce Square area.  This high occupancy rate confirms a healthy and vibrant commercial 
shopping center.  In spite of the recent recessionary period, construction and reconstruction projects have 
continued including redevelopment of the former K-Mart Shopping Plaza. 

Unlike local businesses, which cater primarily to nearby residents and can often be accessed by non-
motorized transportation, general business operations tend to cater more to automobile traffic from a 
broader market area, including surrounding communities.  General business uses include retail stores, hotels 
and motels, fast food restaurants, and highway service establishments.   

Because general business uses depend heavily on automobile traffic, these businesses are usually located 
along major thoroughfares.  Major thoroughfares of general business development include Westnedge 
Avenue from the Kilgore Road south to Centre Avenue,  Portage Road from I-94 to Milham and from East 
Centre Avenue to South Shore Drive and the west side of Shaver Road from West Centre Avenue to 
Vanderbilt Avenue.   

The South Westnedge Avenue Commercial Corridor (which includes the Portage Commerce Square area) 
and expanding Shaver Road Business Corridor have experienced the most general business and regional 
business growth (new and redevelopment activity) in the last five-year period.  For example, between 
2008 and 2013, approximately 266,000 square feet of business space was (re)constructed in the South 
Westnedge Avenue Commercial Corridor.  An additional approximate 198,000 square feet of business 
space has also been constructed within the Shaver Road Business Corridor during this five-year period. 

Industrial. Portage has two separate classifications for industrial uses: Light industrial and Heavy industrial, 
which total 1,399 acres or 6.2% of the total land area.  As shown in the Existing Land Use table, the 
decrease in land used for industrial purposes is primarily attributed to reclassification of unimproved Pfizer 
land holdings to vacant.  

Unlike residential classifications, which are distinguished by variations in densities, industrial operations are 
characterized by the intensity of operations. Light industrial operations typically involve the manufacture of 
a product from previously prepared materials.  Heavy industrial operations manufacture a product from 
raw materials that are brought to or excavated on-site.  

The largest concentrations of light industrial uses are found primarily along two corridors: Shaver Road and 
Sprinkle Road.  Light industrial development activity during the past five years included expansion projects 
to Stryker Medical Instruments, Bowers Manufacturing, Midwest Fasteners, Summit Polymers (both Portage 
locations), FEMA, among others. 

Pfizer, Inc. located along Portage Road, occupies or owns a significant amount of the city’s heavy industrial 
land.  Other heavy industrial operations are located along Shaver Road and along Sprinkle Road, the two 
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primary industrial corridors in the city. During the period between 2008 and 2013, growth in heavy 
industrial uses has been modest with focus primarily on upgrades and expansions involving existing 
facilities such as Pfizer, Charles River Laboratories, among others. 

Agriculture.  The amount of agricultural activity in Portage has steadily decreased over time as the city has 
continued to develop.  In 1974, there were 2,336 acres of active agricultural land in Portage. Today, that 
amount has decreased by roughly 69%, and only 716 acres (3.2% of the total land area) of agricultural 
land remains active. The remaining parcels of active farmland are primarily located along portions of 
Portage Road and Sprinkle Road.  Since agricultural land is generally undeveloped (no or minimal 
buildings, structures and associated site improvements), the acreage is included in the vacant category.   

In addition to 716 acres of agricultural activity, there are an additional 155 acres of intensive agricultural 
uses.   Intensive agricultural uses primarily include greenhouse operations as well as a cricket and worm 
farm.  

Public/Quasi-Public Recreation and Institutional. Portage currently has 3,629 acres of land used as 
public/institutional, which is approximately 16.1% of the total land area.  The increase in acreage from 
2007 to 2012 can be primarily attributed to the Eliason Nature Reserve donation to the city. 

Public and institutional uses account for a great variety of public and quasi-public operations throughout the 
city.  Public uses are generally identified as government owned and operated buildings or facilities such as 
City Hall, fire and police stations, and libraries.  Institutional uses are similar in function to public uses, but 
are not necessarily under local government control.  Examples of these uses include schools, churches, 
hospitals, nonprofit organizations, among others.   

Public recreational include public parks, nature preserves, state game areas and multi-use trails, are found 
throughout the city.  Such uses provide numerous outdoor recreational opportunities to residents, and add 
significantly to the quality of life within the community.  The Eliason Nature Reserve accounts for the 6.7% 
additional public recreational uses since 2007. 

Private recreation. These recreational uses are similar to public uses since they provide recreational 
opportunities; however they are usually privately owned and operated.  Private recreational uses should 
be considered separately from public recreational uses since they have the potential to be redeveloped 
for a different type of land use.  For example, the former Oakland Hills Golf Course was sold and 
redeveloped as a medium density condominium community in 2005.  Private recreational uses include the 
Moors Golf Course, South Portage Little League, West Portage Little League, Portage Soccer Club, 
Soccerzone, Courthouse and Kingdom Indoor Center, among others.  

Utility.  Land classified as utility include uses such as the Consumers Energy facilities, which meander 
through the city, as well as other public and private utility sites, such as sanitary sewer lift stations, water 
towers, electrical transformers, and telephone service facilities.  

Vacant. There are 3,505 acres of vacant/undeveloped property in Portage, which represents 
approximately 15.6% of the total land area.  These vacant land areas are primarily located in the 
following four areas: 

1. In the southeast quadrant in the area around Austin Lake, specifically along the lake’s east and south 
side. 
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2. Large areas owned by Pfizer along Portage Road and Zylman Avenue. 
3. Along West Milham Avenue near the I-94/US-131 interchange.  This area is identified for future 

residential development. 

Vacant and undeveloped property is an important element to consider in the comprehensive planning 
process because it is most likely to be developed in the future. 

The increase in vacant land area between 2007 and 2012 can be attributed to reclassification of vacant 
lots within platted residential areas, land divisions which separated building improved area from 
surrounding vacant land areas, and/or building demolition. 

Commercial/Industrial Land Use Character 
 

There are several important commercial and industrial areas throughout the city that are viewed as vital in 
an effort to maintain a strong economic base and hence the ability of the city to meet future growth and 
development challenges.  These commercial and industrial areas provide the community with significant tax 
base that helps fund municipal services and job opportunities for Portage residents.  These areas are 
summarized below.  

South Westnedge/Portage Commerce Square 
The prime regional shopping center of Portage resides along South Westnedge and is known as Portage 
Commerce Square, which includes Crossroads Mall, southwest Michigan’s only regional mall.  Many newer 
commercial developments exist in the area with substantial green buffers, attractive facades, and good 
access management. Some of the older commercial areas can be targeted for redevelopment to match the 
newer high quality development rather than continued expansion into adjacent residential neighborhoods. 
Pockets of residential neighborhoods remain where the commercial has grown around them. Some of these 
areas have been impacted by continued commercial growth. 

Character: 

♦ Regional Commercial Center which includes shopping malls, national and regional retailers, and 
locally-owned and operated stores. 

♦ Traffic management: needs continued attention to maintain flow, improve traffic signal technology, 
reduce potential for crashes through access management. 

City Centre (2008 Subarea Plan) 
The Portage City Centre Area is the geographic area that best serves as the “identifying” center and 
“heart” of the City of Portage. In the case of the City of Portage and as proposed in this City Centre Area 
Plan, the elements that can serve as “building blocks” to establish and strengthen the city centre as a 
“place” include the existing quality community facilities and distinctive public features, environmental 
elements including Portage Creek, municipal recreational amenities, the Portage Public 
School/Administrative complex and the diverse businesses, business centers and neighborhoods within and 
adjacent to the geographic center of the community.  The City Centre Area Plan also presents 
“placemaking” elements for the public sector and for the private sector that can be considered to 
strengthen, or to help create, an identifiable city centre. The City Centre Study Area is defined as the area 
bounded by Garden Lane to the north and east, Melody Avenue to the south and Perry 
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Street/Timbercreek Court to the west.  This geographically central area encompasses existing city facilities 
and Portage Public Schools education and administrative facilities as well as immediately adjacent 
residential neighborhoods and business areas.   

The City Centre Area is the location for many of the city’s businesses.  Several of these businesses have 
been located in the City Centre Area for many years while other businesses are new to the area.  During 
the late 1990’s, a revitalization/redevelopment effort began to emerge due to several factors including 
development of the Shaver Road Business Corridor, public street, storm sewer infrastructure improvements, 
municipal expansion projects, most recently including the Police Department facilities, and private sector 
reinvestment. 

Since that time, business development in the City Centre Area included the Portage Centre Plaza and the 
Portage Creek Landings – City Centre located at the intersection of Shaver Road and West Centre 
Avenue.  These two projects and include multiple commercial buildings totaling more than 150,000 square 
feet.  Recent development and redevelopment projects in the City Centre Area include Walgreens Drug 
Store, Gordon Food Service, Main Street Pub, Dunkin Donuts, Jimmy Johns, Wings Etc., Los Amigos and 
Huntington Bank. 

Most municipal facilities are located in the City Centre Area including City Hall, Police facilities, Senior 
Center, Fire Station No. 1, Central Cemetery and a large Public Services facility.  In addition to the 
municipal facilities, the Portage District Library is an anchor of the area.  Several important recreational 
facilities are also located in the City Centre Area including Liberty Park, Central Park, Veterans Memorial 
Park and Celery Flats Historical Area. 

A comprehensive pedestrian network of sidewalks and pedestrian trails interconnect activities within the 
overall Study Area.  The popular Portage Creek Bicentennial Park Trail, portions of Millennium Trail and 
the Shaver Road Bikeway Trail pass through the City Centre Area from northeast to southwest.  Pedestrian 
facilities also connect park facilities, civic activities including Portage District Library and business centers 
and the surrounding residential neighborhoods in the area.  

While the City Centre Area  is predominantly urban, there are several important natural resources:  These 
natural resources include Portage Creek, a State of Michigan certified cold water trout stream, floodplains, 
sensitive wetland areas and wooded areas. 

Character:  

♦ A strong mixture of uses; residential, commercial (retail), and institutional all provide contributing uses 
to this area. 

♦ Sidewalks are widely present. 
♦ Civic uses are widely present in the area as well namely local schools. 
♦ An abundance of off-street surface parking contributes to the area’s auto-oriented development style. 
♦ 5-lane roadways are typical for this area. 
 
In 2011, the city adopted a City Centre Area zoning district that provides incentives for mixed uses, 
reduced building setbacks, and pedestrian amenities through redevelopment and new development.  The 
goal of the City Centre Area zoning district is to further implement the goals and objectives of the Plan in 
an effort to create a sense of place or “heart” of Portage.   
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Shaver Road Business Corridor 
The Shaver Road Business Corridor is a developing corridor and, as a result, consists of a mixture of land 
uses.  Uses located on the east side of the corridor, east of the Grand Elk railroad line, are primarily 
growing or stable industrial uses with some vacant land available for further development.  The land uses 
located along the west side of the corridor consist of a mixture of light industrial uses, commercial uses and 
some nonconforming single-family dwellings.  The west side of the corridor has experienced significant 
(re)development activity during the past several years involving both light industrial and commercial uses.  
Vacant land also exists for further commercial development.  This (re)development activity is expected to 
continue which will further strengthen this important community corridor and provide additional job 
opportunities. 

Character: 

♦ Large retail cluster on west side, remainder primarily light industrial 
♦ Small commercial node at Oakland Drive and Shaver Road 
♦ Limited access boulevard from Centre Avenue to Vanderbilt Avenue: Opportunities exist to extend the 

median to the south to enhance traffic flow, safety and appearance. 

Portage Road Lake Center Area (2014 Subarea Plan) 
Portage Road will be undergoing repaving in the next year. As part of the subarea planning effort during 
this Comprehensive Plan update, some preliminary analysis has been done with respect to roadway 
configuration and non-motorized facilities. The Lake Center Area assessment below will continue to be 
refined as the draft plan is developed and contains some preliminary roadway and land use assessments. 

Character: 

♦ A number of long-time locally-owned businesses provide commercial services in the area. 
♦ Architecture is primarily of a 1950’s theme. Additionally, there is some lake-themed styling as well. 

Overall, there is a lack of consistent architecture. 
♦ Parking areas lack a consistent definition with side and front parking prominent in the area. 
♦ Sidewalks have inconsistent widths and are not continuous, primarily on the west side. 
♦ There is a significant opportunity for creating an core node utilizing the hardware and grocery stores 

as anchors and capitalizing on the adjacent lakes and park area. 
♦ Roadways are typically 4- and 5-lanes.  Some of these areas seem ideal for conversion to three lanes 

with the conversion to wider sidewalks or bike lanes. 
♦ There are a number of opportunities for non-motorized connections throughout the corridor. 

Office Corridor Development  
Centre Avenue (US-131 to Portage Road).  This corridor serves as a linking road between several of the city’s 
main commercial and industrial corridors and connection to US-131. As such, many of the remaining 
residences are subject to conversion into office uses. Since neighborhoods line the corridor, maintaining an 
office mix along the corridor is a good strategy to buffer the neighborhoods from traffic and nearby 
commercial businesses.  Existing retail nodes at Angling Road and West Centre Avenue, West Center 
Avenue and Oakland Drive, and Lovers Lane and East Centre Avenue should be maintained as 
neighborhood commercial. 
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Corridor Character: 

♦ Mix of offices, banks, churches, scattered residential and retail at major street intersections. 
♦ A continuous sidewalk exists on the north side of Centre Avenue but inconsistent on south side.  
♦ Off-street parking is located in front, side, or rear yard areas 
♦ West Centre Avenue between South 12th Street and Oakland Drive is a four lane, limited access 

boulevard.  Between Oakland Drive and Portage Road, West/East Centre Avenue is a 5-lane 
roadway. 

♦ Continued focus of access management techniques 
 
Milham Avenue (Oakland Drive to Lovers Lane).  The Milham Avenue Office Corridor extends between 
Oakland Drive to just east of Lovers Lane. Similar to the Centre Avenue Office Corridor, this corridor is 
periodically broken by small enclaves of residential, retail uses and industrial uses.  Maintaining an office 
mix along the corridor is an effective strategy to buffer adjacent neighborhoods from traffic and nearby 
commercial businesses.  
 
Corridor Character: 
 
♦ Close proximity to I-94 and US-131. 
♦ Located adjacent to the South Westnedge Avenue Commercial Corridor and Portage Commerce 

Square.  
♦ A continuous sidewalk exists on both sides of Milham Avenue.  
♦ Linkages to planned and/or available industrial sites and existing recreational facilities. 
♦ Ability to accommodate a range of office site demands.        

Portage Road and Sprinkle Road Industrial Corridors 
The industrial corridors near the airport and Pfizer holdings have a distinct industrial/R&D feel that can be 
strengthened. Small commercial nodes can be better defined at Milham/Portage, Centre/Portage, 
Sprinkle/Milham, and Centre/Sprinkle. Large industrial buildings are often set far back from the road with 
considerable green space buffering from the street. Parking is usually well landscaped in the side or rear 
yards. Much of the Pfizer land near Portage Road is vacant. 
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Transportation 

Functional Street Classification 
Streets can be defined based on a functional classification, using factors such as capacity, traffic volumes, 
length, spacing from other streets and the types of traffic served (shorter versus longer distance and the 
percentage of trucks, for example).  In theory, major streets designed to move traffic are classified as 
arterial or collector streets, while streets designed to provide access to adjacent land uses with little or no 
through traffic are classified as local streets. In reality, many roadways may serve both functions in 
varying degrees. 

The City of Portage functional street classification is consistent with the requirements of Michigan Public Act 
51 which is the state law that annually distributes transportation funding to units of government for 
maintenance and construction of roads and support of transit systems.  The functional classification 
illustrated on the Transportation Existing Conditions Map takes into account the annual state funding 
criteria as well as local land use patterns and land development regulations.  The functional street 
classification is also generally consistent with the National Functional Classification (NFC) developed by the 
Federal Highway Administration and is included on the Transportation Existing Conditions Map.  The NFC 
is used to determine local eligibility for federal funds regarding roadway construction projects.      

The local functional classification categories are summarized below. All city streets are considered “urban” 
within the Kalamazoo Metropolitan area by the state and federal road agencies for purposes of planning 
and funding. 

♦ Interstates/Expressways.  Interstates/expressways serve most of the longer distance travel to and 
through the Kalamazoo County urban area and thus are designed to carry the highest traffic volumes. 
The designated interstates/expressways in the city are I-94 and US-131 both of which are under the 
jurisdiction of the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

♦ Major Arterials. Major arterials serve trips of greater length and often have links to the expressways 
through interchanges and thus move large volumes of traffic through the city or to and from major 
destinations within the city.  

♦ Minor Arterials. This functional class serves trips of moderate length and moderate volumes, usually 
with a lower design speed than the major arterials.  Minor arterials are intended to provide links to 
and between the major arterials, but have more emphasis on access to adjacent land uses. Ideally, 
these streets should not penetrate identifiable neighborhoods. 

♦ Collector Streets. These streets serve as a link between local streets and arterial streets.  Collector 
streets provide both access and traffic circulation within residential, commercial, and industrial areas.  
Moderate to low traffic volumes are typical, but they may have slightly wider pavement or design 
speeds than the local streets. 

♦ Local Streets.  Local streets make up the highest percentage of streets in the city.  The primary purpose 
is to move traffic from adjacent land uses to the arterials, sometimes via a collector street.  Design 
speed is typically low, as are volumes. Through-traffic on these streets is discouraged. Because these 
streets are developed in association with specific development proposals, this functional class of street 
is not part of the Major Thoroughfare network. 
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Transportation Map
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Volumes 
Traffic operations and safety are influenced by a number of factors: the number of lanes, speed, roadway 
design, signalization, and most obviously, the number of vehicles on the road.  The Existing Thoroughfare 
Street Segment Characteristics table includes traffic volumes, vehicle-to-capacity (V/C) ratios, among other 
roadway characteristics for several major thoroughfare segments within the city.  Average daily traffic 
counts for major streets are also shown on the Transportation Existing Conditions Map.  A roadway’s 
capacity is primarily a function of the number of lanes.  In general, the more lanes provided, the more 
capacity the roadway has to accommodate traffic demands.   

As shown in the Existing Thoroughfare Street Segment Characteristics table located in the Appendix, no 
roadway segment is above a V/C ratio of 1.0.  The highest V/C ratios were identified on South 
Westnedge, I-94 to Idaho (.86) and South Westnedge, Kilgore to Andy (.84).  Four South Westnedge 
roadway segments are projected to be slightly above a V/C ratio of 1.0 by the year 2030 and include 
the segments between Idaho and Milham (1.15), Milham to Mall (1.14), Mall to Ruth (1.12), and Ruth to J.L. 
Hudson (1.12).  These roadway segments will continue to be monitored by the city. 

Crashes  
Traffic accidents, simply termed “crashes” by traffic engineering professionals, are one factor used to 
identify problems in the street system that may require correction.  The number of crashes is compared to 
the number of vehicles traveling along a segment or through an intersection to determine the crash rate. 
High crash rates compared to similar locations may indicate the need for improvements, especially where 
there is a trend for a particular type of correctable crash.  

The 2010-2012 Traffic Crashes by Intersection table located in the Appendix lists 34 major street 
intersections for which crash data is available for the three year period.  Based on national studies, 
guidelines indicate an intersection with a crash rate of more than 2.5 crashes per million entering vehicles 
(MEV) requires further study to determine potential corrective measures.  For the 2010-2012 reporting 
period, no intersections exceeded 2.5 crashes per MEV.  However, two intersections were approaching 2.5 
crashes per MEV and include South Westnedge/Romence (2.49 per MEV) and Portage/East Centre (2.37 
per MEV).  The top five crash intersections are shown on the Transportation Existing Conditions Map.  
These intersections will continue to be monitored by the city.  

Crash rate guidelines for roadway segments are also based on national studies.  Crash rates below 
10 million vehicle miles (MVM) are not a major concern; crash rates between 10 and 20 per MVM 
should be monitored; and crash rates above 20 per MVM require attention.  The 2010-2012 Traffic 
Crashes by Segments table lists 105 roadway segments for which crash data is available during this 
three year period.  A review of the data indicates no roadway segment exceeded 20 crashes per 
MVM A and only seven street segments had a rate between 10 and 20 crashes per MVM and will be 
monitored.  

The severity of crashes is also important. A location with a history of more severe crashes, such as personal 
injuries instead of just “fender benders” may need special attention even if the rate is below the thresholds. 
In addition, the city monitors crash data to identify locations where crash reduction may help justify 
expenditure of improvement funds.  Through the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS), Federal 
safety funds are distributed in the metropolitan area for high crash street segments.  
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Capital Improvement Program  
Investments in the street network including sidewalks and bikeways are recommended in the amount of 
$38.18 million (or approximately 31% of the total available resources) over the 10-year period. 
Highlights of these recommended 10-year program projects include: 

1. Ongoing Local Street/Major Street projects illustrate the commitment to maintain the network that 
connects community residential, business and industrial centers- $34 million; 

2. Continued bikeway and sidewalk improvement throughout the community-$845,000; 
3. Upgrades to the traffic signal systems along the Romence Road, and South Westnedge Avenue 

corridors-$590,000; 
 4.  Additional I-94 widening and related improvements-$695,000 

Non-motorized 
Portage has made a substantial investment toward a comprehensive non-motorized system of sidewalks, 
paths, bicycle lanes and multi-use trails to serve the entire city.  The program has made Portage a leader 
in the state in developing non-motorized facilities, well in advance of the 2010 legislation requiring 
planning for “complete streets.” Complete Streets is a concept to plan not only for automobiles, but for 
alternatives for travel between neighborhoods, schools, library, businesses, adjacent communities and other 
activity centers.  Types of non-motorized facilities include sidewalks, bicycle lanes and where appropriate, 
paths and multi-use trails, and parallel streets where the right-of-way is sufficient.  Other non-motorized 
facilities and multi-use trails pass through parks, along a stream or elsewhere outside of the street system 
to provide variety and encourage use.  The overall non-motorized system offers recreational benefits and 
the opportunity for social interaction that contributes to the overall quality of life in the city. 

As evidence of the commitment to non-motorized facilities, the city has completed and has planned several 
major trail additions which include: 

♦ Portage Creek Bicentennial Trail, Phase II (2000).  This approximate one mile extension of the Portage 
Creek Bicentennial from East Milham Avenue to Kilgore Road included construction of the Milham 
Avenue Pedestrian Overpass.  This overpass is a key connector for the Bicentennial Trail and is a 
national award-winning overpass that facilitates pedestrian and bicycle travel over a major 
thoroughfare. 

♦ Millennium Trail (2001).  This approximate one mile trail extends from the Portage Creek Bicentennial 
Trail west to Millennium Park through the consolidated drain storm water treatment facility. 

♦ Northwest Portage Bikeway, Phase I (2005).  The first phase of the Northwest Portage Bikeway 
(NWPB) consists of a two-mile, 12-foot wide asphalt trail along a Consumers Energy transmission line 
that bisects the city from east to west.  Located in the most populated area of the community, NWPB 
represents another critical leg in the multi-use trailway system serving the community. 

♦ Northwest Portage Bikeway, Phase II (2008).  The second phase of the NWPB extends the trail from 
Angling Road to McGillicuddy Lane on the west end and from Constitution Boulevard to Romence Road 
around the perimeter of Crossroads Mall. 

♦ Eliason Nature Reserve (2011). An asphalt trail to the property is currently available from Portage 
Industrial Drive and a 1.25 natural pathway has been created through the property.  A future trail 
extension south the West Osterhout Avenue is also planned for completion in 2015. 

♦ Pedestrian Safety Features.  Several pedestrian refuge islands have been installed throughout the city.  
Additional refuge islands, crosswalk improvements, and accessible pedestrian signal improvements are 
planned for installation in conjunction with major and local street improvements. 
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Metropolitan Public Transportation  
Portage is provided with fixed-route bus service by Kalamazoo Metro Transit.  Five bus routes provide 
service to the primary residential, commercial and industrial areas of the city which are funded by a 
county-wide millage.  Sidewalks and on-site pedestrian facilities can help make transit use more convenient 
and encourage its use.  In addition, Kalamazoo County Transit Authority provides a demand-response 
service.  This carrier provides curb-to-curb service for elderly and disabled persons residing in Portage to 
destinations within Portage or the Kalamazoo County area. The City of Kalamazoo and Kalamazoo 
County are in the process of merging both systems under the Kalamazoo Transit Authority which is 
scheduled to be completed in 2015. 

Regional Rail Transportation 
Two rail lines are operational in the city, one runs north-south through the city, and the other serves the 
industrial area between Portage Road and Sprinkle Road.  These rail lines provide freight service in the 
area.  Amtrak provides passenger service though a station in the city of Kalamazoo. The lines run east 
through Battle Creek, Ann Arbor and other cities of metropolitan Detroit. A separate line runs to Port 
Huron, generally along the I-69 corridor.  All the lines run to Chicago where connections can be made to 
Amtrak service across the nation.  The speed of rail service is limited by the speeds allowed along the 
current tracks and the frequent conflicts with freight trains which have priority. Recent upgrades to the 
Kalamazoo-Chicago tracks are allowing trains to increase their travel speeds. A more exclusive passenger 
line, with higher speed capability is currently under study. 

Regional Air Transportation  
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport provides the area with air-carrier and charter passenger 
services as well as air cargo services.  The airport has completed several runway/taxi-way improvements 
and the new airport terminal opened in April 2011.   

The land use implications for adjacent properties are discussed below in an excerpt from the 2013 Airport 
Master Plan: 

A mix of industrial, residential, and agricultural land use surrounding the Airport restricts land acquisition 
opportunities to control incompatible land use. Easements offer an alternative method for the Airport to control 
obstructions from penetrating runway approach surfaces without the need to purchase land from existing 
property owners. It is recommended that the Airport continue to enter into agreements with surrounding property 
owners to prevent obstructions from impacting aircraft operations. An additional easement may be necessary for 
the extension of Runway 17/35 to control land use inside the relocated Runway 35 Runway Protection Zone 
(RPZ) that would be located south of Romence Road. Early coordination with Pfizer indicates that no future 
development is planned that would impact land use inside the future RPZ. 

Review of the preferred alternatives indicates that surrounding land uses are anticipated to be compatible with 
the developments proposed in this Master Plan. The closure of Runway 9/27 reduces restrictions for land uses 
and obstructions to the east and west of the Airport. It is encouraged that these areas continue to be protected 
from development that may be incompatible with operation of the Airport. The acquisition of land for future 
general aviation (GA) development also helps the Airport limit surrounding incompatible land uses as it prevents 
opportunities for growth and development that may be incompatible to Airport operations. No additional land 
use concerns are anticipated for the remaining preferred alternatives. Land use compatibility should be 
continually reviewed in the future to confirm compatible land uses have been maintained in proximity to the 
Airport.
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 Existing Conditions Report 

Street From To Street Class Jurisdiction Lanes
Pavement 

Width
ROW 
Width

Posted 
Speed

Curb & 
Gutter

Daily 
Capacity

Daily 
Traffic Year

Present 
V/C Ratio

2030 ADT 
(a)

2030 V/C 
Ratio

Westnedge Kilgore Andy Major Art. Portage 5-6 60-72 66 to 93 35 Yes 38,700 32,327 2012 0.84 30,251 0.78
Westnedge Andy I-94 Major Art. Portage 6 72-110 66 to 119 35 Yes 51,600 37,020 2013 0.72 42,255 0.82
Westnedge I-94 Idaho Major Art. Portage 6 72-110 66 to 119 35 Yes 51,600 44,532 2013 0.86 42,255 0.82
Westnedge Idaho Milham Major Art. Portage 6-7 72-84 110 35 Yes 51,600 42,132 2013 0.82 59,586 1.15
Westnedge Milham Mall Major Art. Portage 6 72 83 to 125 35 Yes 51,600 34,006 2013 0.66 58,769 1.14
Westnedge Mall Ruth Major Art. Portage 6 72 93 to 110 35 Yes 51,600 33,976 2010 0.66 57,881 1.12
Westnedge Ruth Hudson Major Art. Portage 6 72 93 to 110 35 Yes 51,600 31,667 2013 0.61 57,881 1.12
Westnedge Hudson Romence Major Art. Portage 6 72 90 to 110 35 Yes 51,600 30,017 2013 0.58 35,054 0.68
Westnedge Romence Garden Major Art. Portage 5 57 66 to 93 35 Yes 37,100 26,051 2013 0.70 31,717 0.85
Westnedge Garden Schuring Major Art. Portage 5 57 66 to 93 35 Yes 37,100 24,976 2012 0.67 29,578 0.80
Westnedge Schuring Shaver Major Art. Portage 5 60 66 to 93 35 Yes 38,700 25,439 2011 0.66 25,141 0.65
Westnedge Shaver Centre Minor Art. Portage 4 44 99 30 Yes 33,000 8,727 2011 0.26 6,224 0.19
Westnedge Centre Melody Minor  Art. Portage 3 38 66 to 86 30 50% 21,500 10,405 2013 0.48 11,326 0.53
Westnedge Melody S. Shore Minor Art. Portage 2 24 66 40 No 17,200 8,426 2013 0.49 5,668 0.33
Westnedge S. Shore Bacon Minor Art. Portage 2 24 66 40 No 17,200 4,702 2013 0.27 5,668 0.33
Westnedge Bacon Osterhout Minor Art. Portage 2 24 66 40 No 17,200 2,708 2013 0.16 5,668 0.33
Milham 12th Angling Minor Art. Portage 3 44 66 35 Pvd Sldr 21,500 11,672 2012 0.54 10,624 0.49
Milham Angling Oakland Minor Art. Portage 3 44 66 35 Pvd Sldr 21,500 14,299 2013 0.67 13,536 0.63
Milham Oakland Constitution Major Art. Portage 5 60 83 35 Yes 38,700 21,724 2012 0.56 20,700 0.53
Milham Constitution Ohio Major Art. Portage 5 58 83 35 Yes 38,700 16,298 2013 0.42 19,936 0.52
Milham Ohio Westnedge Major Art. Portage 5 58 83 35 Yes 38,700 16,264 2013 0.42 19,936 0.52
Milham Westnedge Norfolk SouthernMajor Art. Portage 5 55 66 to 83 35 Yes 37,100 11,484 2012 0.31 14,131 0.38
Milham Norfolk Southern Lovers Lane Major Art. Portage 4-5 55 66 to 83 35 Yes 33,000 15,226 2011 0.46 14,351 0.43
Milham Lovers Lane Portage Major Art. Portage 4 48 131 to 148 40 Yes 34,400 7,506 2012 0.22 4,904 0.14
Milham Portage Airport Major Art. Portage 4 48 131 to 148 40 Yes 34,400 602 2013 0.02 4,904 0.14
Milham Sprinkle E. City Limits Collector Portage 2 24 66 25 Pvd Sldr 17,200 2,478 2011 0.14 2,105 0.12
Oakland Kilgore I-94 Major Art. Portage 4 40 66 to 135 35 Yes 34,400 22,145 2009 0.64 23,095 0.67
Oakland I-94 Milham Major Art. Portage 5 60 99 35 Yes 38,700 31,067 2011 0.80 35,440 0.92
Oakland Milham Romence Minor Art. Portage 3 44 66 35 Yes 21,500 17,298 2012 0.80 19,589 0.91
Oakland Romence Centre Minor Art. Portage 3 44 66 35 Yes 21,500 12,700 2013 0.59 14,745 0.69
Oakland Centre Vanderbilt Minor Art. Portage 2 22 66 40 Pvd Sldr 16,500 5,770 2013 0.35 4,079 0.25
Oakland Vanderbilt Shaver Minor Art. Portage 2 22 66 40 Pvd Sldr 16,500 4,571 2013 0.28 4,079 0.25
Oakland Shaver Osterhout Collector Portage 2 22 66 40 Pvd Sldr 16,500 5,887 2013 0.36 4,181 0.25
Oakland Osterhout S. City Limits Collector Portage 2 22 66 40 Pvd Sldr 16,500 2,721 2011 0.16 3,792 0.23
Portage I-94 Milham Major Art. Portage 4-5 44 66 to 100 45 Yes 34,400 22,909 2013 0.67 21,419 0.62
Portage Milham Centre Major Art. Portage 4-5 44 66 to 100 45 Yes 34,400 19,018 2012 0.55 21,419 0.62
Portage Kilgore Milham Major Art. Portage 5 59 100 45 Yes 38,700 24,069 2008 0.62 23,435 0.61
Portage Romence Centre Minor Art. Portage 4-5 44 66 to 100 40-45 Yes 34,400 17,271 2013 0.50 17,305 0.50
Portage Centre Lakeview Minor Art. Portage 4-5 44 66 to 100 40-45 Yes 34,400 19,553 2013 0.57 17,305 0.50
Portage Lakeview Osterhout Minor Art. Portage 4 44 66 45 No 34,400 15,942 2010 0.46 16,102 0.47
Portage Osterhout Mandigo Minor Art. Portage 2 22 33 45 No 21,500 12,461 2012 0.58 16,102 0.75

Existing Thoroughfare Street Segment Characteristics
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Street From To Street Class Jurisdiction Lanes
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Width
ROW 
Width
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Sprinkle Kilgore Meredith Major Art. KCRC 5 60 100 50 No 38,700 19,026 2013 0.49 19,794 0.51
Sprinkle Meredith Milham Major Art. KCRC 5 60 100 50 40% 38,700 19,026 2013 0.49 20,631 0.53
Sprinkle Milham Romence Major Art. KCRC 5 60 100 50 No 38,700 19,225 2004 0.50 20,487 0.53
Sprinkle Romence Centre Major Art. KCRC 5 60 100 50 No 38,700 16,194 2004 0.42 24,876 0.64
Sprinkle Centre Zylman Major Art. KCRC 5 60 66 to 100 50 Yes 38,700 12,111 2013 0.31 18,304 0.47
Sprinkle Zylman S. City Limits Major Art. KCRC 5 60 66 to 100 50 Yes 38,700 8,101 2013 0.21 9,594 0.25
Centre 12th Oakland Major Art. Portage 4-5 48-60 83 to 120 45 Yes 34,400 27,275 2012 0.79 26,084 0.76
Centre Oakland Westnedge Major Art. Portage 5 55 76 to 86 45 Yes 37,100 22,465 2012 0.61 21,292 0.57
Centre Westnedge Shaver Major Art. Portage 5 55 76 to 86 45 Yes 37,100 17,630 2013 0.48 21,292 0.57
Centre Shaver Waylee Major Art. Portage 5 55 66 to 86 35 Yes 37,100 22,031 2011 0.59 22,916 0.62
Centre Waylee Portage Major Art. Portage 5 55 66 to 86 35-45 Yes 37,100 20,233 2011 0.55 20,859 0.56
Centre Portage Sprinkle Major Art. Portage 4 48 100 to 122 45 Yes 38,700 11,063 2013 0.29 17,984 0.46
Centre Sprinkle E. City Limits Collector Portage 2 22 66 40 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,773 2011 0.10 1,930 0.11
Romence Angling Oakland Collector Portage 2 24 66 35 Pvd Sldr 17,200 9,289 2013 0.54 8,141 0.47
Romence Oakland Sears Minor Art. Portage 3 35 66 35 Yes 21,500 14,892 2010 0.69 13,118 0.61
Romence Sears Westnedge Minor Art. Portage 5 55 66 35 Yes 37,100 15,628 2012 0.48 12,546 0.39
Romence Westnedge Lovers Lane Minor Art. Portage 4 44 132 to 186 35 Yes 33,000 10,738 2012 0.33 13,604 0.42
Romence Lovers Lane Portage Minor Art. Portage 4 44 100 to 273 35 Yes 33,000 10,450 2012 0.32 10,068 0.31
Romence Portage Mastenbrook Minor Art. Portage 3-4 36-44 66 45 40% 21,500 10,942 2008 0.51 12,543 0.58
Romence Mastenbrook Sprinkle Minor Art. Portage 2 22 66 45 Pvd Sldr 16,500 10,469 2013 0.63 13,486 0.82
Bishop Sprinkle E. City Limits Minor Art. Portage 2 22 66 40 Pvd Sldr 17,200 2,571 2012 0.15 3,163 0.18
Lovers Lane Kilgore I-94 Minor Art. Portage 4 44 66 to 83 35 Yes 33,000 12,130 2009 0.37 13,203 0.40
Lovers Lane I-94 Milham Minor Art. Portage 4 44 66 to 83 35 Yes 33,000 12,744 2011 0.39 19,455 0.59
Lovers Lane Milham Romence Minor Art. Portage 4 44 66 to 99 40 Yes 33,000 9,564 2012 0.29 11,750 0.36
Lovers Lane Romence Garden Minor Art. Portage 4 44 66 to 99 40 Yes 33,000 7,745 2011 0.23 10,010 0.30
Lovers Lane Garden Centre Minor Art. Portage 4 44 66 to 99 40 Yes 33,000 7,325 2011 0.22 7,839 0.24
Lovers Lane Centre Forest Subcollector Portage 2 24 66 to 99 25 Pvd Sldr 17,200 2,987 2012 0.17 1,954 0.11
Kilgore Oakland Westnedge Minor Art. Kalamazoo 2-3 24-36 66 to 83 35 Yes 17,200 10,808 2007 0.63 10,015 0.58
Kilgore Westnedge Old Kilgore Minor Art. Portage 5 55 66 to 83 35 Yes 38,700 19,327 2011 0.50 25,614 0.66
Kilgore Old Kilgore Lovers Lane Minor Art. Portage 4 55 66 to 83 35 Yes 33,000 17,640 2011 0.53 25,688 0.78
Kilgore Lovers Lane Portage Minor Art. Portage 3 44 66 to 120 35 Yes 21,500 8,204 2012 0.38 8,930 0.42
Kilgore Norfolk Southern Sprinkle Minor Art. Kalamazoo 4 44 66 45 Yes 34,400 5,571 2007 0.16 6,064 0.18
Kilgore Portage Norfolk SouthernMinor Art. Kalamazoo 4 44 66 to 120 45 Yes 34,400 11,542 2007 0.34 15,767 0.46
Angling Brookhaven Oakland Collector Portage 2 24 66 to 83 25 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,293 2013 0.08 1,651 0.10
Angling Brookhaven Vincent Collector Portage 2 24 66 to 83 25 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,432 2013 0.08 1,651 0.10
Vincent Church Oakland Collector Portage 2 24 66 25-35 Pvd Sldr 17,200 2,517 2013 0.15 2,428 0.14
Vincent Angling Church Collector Portage 2 24 66 25-35 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,689 2013 0.10 2,428 0.14
Angling Milham Fir Tree Collector Portage 2 22 66 to 83 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 372 2013 0.02 2,171 0.13
Angling Milham Romence Collector Portage 2 22 66 to 83 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 3,025 2013 0.18 2,171 0.13
Angling Romence Centre Collector Portage 2 24 66 to 105 35 Pvd Sldr 17,200 5,479 2012 0.32 3,797 0.22
Angling Centre Vanderbilt Collector Portage 2 24 66 to 90 35 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,817 2012 0.11 1,034 0.06
Vanderbilt Angling Shaver Collector Portage 2 22 66 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 1,340 2013 0.08 1,985 0.12

Existing Thoroughfare Street Segment Characteristics
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Osterhout Shaver Westnedge Minor Art. Portage 2 21 66 40 Pvd Sldr 16,500 4,436 2012 0.27 4,470 0.27
Osterhout Westnedge Portage Minor Art. Portage 2 24 66 40 Pvd Sldr 17,200 4,321 2013 0.25 5,421 0.32
Shaver Westnedge Centre Major Art. Portage 5 55 66 to 73 35 Yes 37,100 14,388 2012 0.39 18,917 0.51
Shaver Centre Vanderbilt Major Art. Portage 4-5 44-55 78 to 100 45 Yes 33,000 19,108 2011 0.58 19,605 0.59
Shaver Vanderbilt Oakland Major Art. Portage 2-3 22-33 22 to 200 45-50 Pvd Sldr 17,200 9,613 2012 0.56 15,247 0.89
Shaver Oakland S. City Limits Major Art. Portage 2-3 22-33 22 to 200 45-50 Pvd Sldr 17,200 8,810 2013 0.51 15,247 0.89
Moorsbridge Centre N. Old Centre Collector Portage 2 24 66 to 100 30 Yes 17,200 2,628 2013 0.15 3,494 0.20
Moorsbridge N. Old Centre Muirfield Collector Portage 2 34 66 30 Yes 17,200 2,853 2013 0.17 5,210 0.30
Moorsbridge Muirfield Romence Collector Portage 2 28 66 30 Pvd Sldr 17,200 5,287 2012 0.31 5,210 0.30
Schuring Oakland Westnedge Collector Portage 2 22 66 30 20% 16,500 3,702 2009 0.22 5,511 0.33
Garden Westnedge Kingston Collector Portage 2 21 33 to 66 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 2,581 2013 0.16 3,044 0.18
Garden Kingston Garden Ln Collector Portage 2 21 33 to 66 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 2,062 2013 0.12 3,044 0.18
Garden Garden Ln Lovers Ln Collector Portage 2 21 33 to 66 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 2,015 2013 0.12 3,044 0.18
Mall Constitution JC Penney Minor Art. Portage 3 35 66 35 Yes 21,500 5,341 2013 0.25 5,814 0.27
Mall JC Penney Westnedge Minor Art. Portage 5 58 80 25 Yes 38,700 13,729 2012 0.35 14,944 0.39
Constitution Milham Mall Minor Art. Portage 4 48 100 35 Yes 34,400 12,696 2010 0.37 14,763 0.43
Constitution Mall Romence Minor Art. Portage 4 48 100 35 Yes 34,400 7,573 2011 0.22 8,243 0.24
Forest Lovers Lane Portage Subcollector Portage 2 24 66 25 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,095 2013 0.06 2,036 0.12
Zylman Portage Sprinkle Collector Portage 2 24 66 45 Pvd Sldr 17,200 4,812 2012 0.28 4,147 0.24
S. 12th St. N. City Limits Chasemoor Minor Art. KCRC 2 22 66 45 No 16,500 10,262 2008 0.62 8,961 0.54
S 12th St. Chasemoor Milham Minor Art. KCRC 3 44 66 45 Yes 21,500 9,727 2013 0.45 7,331 0.34
S 12th St. Milham Golden Ridge Minor Art. KCRC 2 24 66 45-55 No 17,200 5,571 2013 0.32 6,956 0.40
S 12th St. Norfolk Circle Centre Minor Art. KCRC 2 24 66 45-55 No 17,200 7,035 2006 0.41 9,646 0.56
S 12th St. Centre Whipporwill Minor Art. KCRC 2 21 66 55 No 16,500 4,712 2006 0.29 7,607 0.46
S 12th St. R Ave S Ave Minor Art. KCRC 2 21 66 55 No 16,500 1,506 2006 0.09 1,274 0.08
S 12th St. S Ave S. City Limits Minor Art. KCRC 2 21 66 55 No 16,500 910 2006 0.06 1,105 0.07
Nash E Shore Sprinkle Subcollector Portage 2 22 66 25 No 16,500 678 2012 0.04 227 0.01
East Shore Mandigo Woodhams Subcollector Portage 2 22 30 to 66 25-35 No 16,500 546 2013 0.03 695 0.04
East Shore Woodhams Nash Subcollector Portage 2 22 30 to 66 25-35 No 16,500 788 2013 0.05 695 0.04
East Shore Nash Branch Subcollector Portage 2 22 30 to 66 25-35 No 16,500 432 2013 0.03 695 0.04
East Shore Branch Cox's Drive Subcollector Portage 2 22 30 25 No 16,500 609 2013 0.04 1,521 0.09
East Shore Cox's Dr. Highland Subcollector Portage 2 22 30 25 No 16,500 223 2013 0.01 1,521 0.09
Mandigo Portage E. Shore Subcollector Portage 2 22 66 35 Pvd Sldr 16,500 3,066 2011 0.19 1,582 0.10
Newport Milham Alfa Collector Portage 2 28 66 to 99 25 Yes 17,200 4,819 2008 0.28 6,347 0.37
Newport Alfa Gladys Collector Portage 2 34 66 25 Yes 16,500 2,901 2012 0.18 6,309 0.38
Gladys Newport Gladys Ser Dr Collector Portage 2 22 66 25 No 16,500 4,819 2008 0.29 5,140 0.31
Gladys Gladys Ser Dr Westnedge Collector Portage 3 36 66 to 100+ 25 Yes 21,500 3,608 2013 0.17 8,739 0.41
Bacon Westnedge Portage Collector Portage 2 24 66 35 Pvd Sldr 17,200 2,332 2009 0.14 1,947 0.11
Meredith Kilgore Sprinkle Subcollector Portage 3 33 51 to 66 30 Pvd Sldr 21,500 3,607 2011 0.17 3,740 0.17
Meredith Sprinkle Milham Subcollector Portage 3 33 51 to 66 30 Pvd Sldr 21,500 3,132 2013 0.15 3,740 0.17

Existing Thoroughfare Street Segment Characteristics
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Melody Shaver Dolphin Collector Portage 2 22 66 25 No 16,500 3,976 2012 0.24 3,029 0.18
Melody Dolphin Westnedge Collector Portage 2 34 66 25 Yes 16,500 3,165 2012 0.19 3,540 0.21
Ramona Lovers Lane Portage Collector Portage 2 22 66 25 No 16,500 591 2011 0.04 3,470 0.21
Cox's Drive E Shore Zylman Collector Portage 2 22 66 25 No 16,500 966 2012 0.06 3,468 0.21
Cox's Drive Zylman Centre Collector Portage 2 22 66 25 No 16,500 544 2012 0.03 3,500 0.21
Winters Lovers Lane Portage Collector Portage 2 24 66 25 Pvd Sldr 17,200 1,064 2013 0.06 3,044 0.18
Old Centre Centre Cooley Collector Portage 2 34 66 30 No 16,500 2,189 2011 0.13 1,483 0.09
Old Centre Cooley Moorsbridge Collector Portage 2 34 66 30 Yes 16,500 2,079 2011 0.13 1,481 0.09

Existing Thoroughfare Street Segment Characteristics
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Estimated Vehicles
No. Intersection Per Day (EVPD)

Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Severity (Average 2010-12) Total Injury Fatal Severity

1 Westnedge and Kilgore 4 1 0 8 1 0 2 0 0 4.67 0.67 0 6.67 38,853 0.33 0.05 0.00 0.47
2 Westnedge and Andy 19 5 0 10 0 0 7 0 0 12.00 1.67 0 17.00 38,760 0.85 0.12 0.00 1.20
3 Westnedge and Dawnlee 7 1 0 6 2 0 9 1 0 7.33 1.33 0 11.33 36,163 0.56 0.10 0.00 0.86
4 Westnedge and Idaho 7 0 0 9 5 0 13 3 0 9.67 2.67 0 17.67 39,102 0.68 0.19 0.00 1.24
5 Westnedge and Milham 15 5 0 30 6 0 27 6 0 24.00 5.67 0 41.00 52,943 1.24 0.29 0.00 2.12
6 Westnedge and Mall/Gladys 17 2 0 25 3 0 28 10 0 23.33 5.00 0 38.33 38,408 1.66 0.36 0.00 2.73
7 Westnedge and Crossroads/Ruth 13 2 0 14 3 0 10 3 0 12.33 2.67 0 20.33 34,073 0.99 0.21 0.00 1.63
8 Westnedge and J.L. Hudson 7 3 0 10 2 0 8 2 0 8.33 2.33 0 15.33 30,900 0.74 0.21 0.00 1.36
9 Westnedge and Romence 37 4 0 34 3 0 34 8 0 35.00 5.00 0 50.00 38,526 2.49 0.36 0.00 3.56

10 Westnedge and Garden Lane 7 1 0 6 1 0 6 1 0 6.33 1.00 0 9.33 24,406 0.71 0.11 0.00 1.05
11 Westnedge and Schuring 4 1 0 6 2 0 6 1 0 5.33 1.33 0 9.33 24,616 0.59 0.15 0.00 1.04
12 Westnedge and Shaver 1 0 0 7 2 0 5 1 0 4.33 1.00 0 7.33 24,616 0.48 0.11 0.00 0.82
13 Westnedge and Centre 10 2 0 12 0 0 13 0 0 11.67 0.67 0 13.67 25,539 1.25 0.07 0.00 1.47
14 Shaver and Centre 31 8 0 29 7 0 9 3 0 23.00 6.00 0 41.00 34,605 1.82 0.48 0.00 3.25
15 Shaver and Melody 2 0 0 9 1 0 5 2 0 5.33 1.00 0 8.33 15,966 0.92 0.17 0.00 1.43
16 Shaver and Oakland 12 6 0 4 2 0 7 2 0 7.67 3.33 0 17.67 15,758 1.33 0.58 0.00 3.07
17 Oakland and Milham 23 2 0 19 3 0 19 3 0 20.33 2.67 0 28.33 30,818 1.81 0.24 0.00 2.52
18 Oakland and Romence 10 2 0 13 4 0 8 2 0 10.33 2.67 0 18.33 22,430 1.26 0.33 0.00 2.24
19 Oakland and Centre 17 7 0 13 1 0 17 3 0 15.67 3.67 0 26.67 31,999 1.34 0.31 0.00 2.28
20 Centre and Lovers Lane 6 0 0 11 2 0 6 0 0 7.67 0.67 0 9.67 27,300 0.77 0.07 0.00 0.97
21 Milham and Devon/Monticello   10 1 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 6.00 0.33 0 7.00 21,878 0.75 0.04 0.00 0.88
22 Milham and Constitution 14 0 0 11 4 0 19 3 0 14.67 2.33 0 21.67 27,100 1.48 0.24 0.00 2.19
23 Milham and Oregon 7 0 0 4 1 0 7 1 0 6.00 0.67 0 8.00 16,160 1.02 0.11 0.00 1.36
24 Lovers Lane and Kilgore 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 22,681 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
25 Lovers Lane and Milham 4 1 0 9 3 0 7 0 0 6.67 1.33 0 10.67 20,000 0.91 0.18 0.00 1.46
26 Lovers Lane and Romence Rd. Pkwy 11 3 0 7 0 0 5 2 0 7.67 1.67 0 12.67 21,250 0.99 0.21 0.00 1.63
27 Constitution and Mall 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 1.33 0.33 0 2.33 17,494 0.21 0.05 0.00 0.37
28 Romence Rd. Pkwy. and Sears Drive 8 1 0 0 0 0 6 2 0 4.67 1.00 0 7.67 21,799 0.59 0.13 0.00 0.96
29 Mall and J.C. Penney Dr. 3 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 2.00 0.33 0 3.00 17,515 0.31 0.05 0.00 0.47
30 Constitution and Romence 13 5 0 8 1 0 12 3 0 11.00 3.00 0 20.00 21,573 1.40 0.38 0.00 2.54
31 Portage and Winters 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 20,386 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
32 Portage and Milham 11 1 0 8 0 0 9 2 0 9.33 1.00 0 12.33 19,995 1.28 0.14 0.00 1.69
33 Portage and Romence Rd. Pkwy. 15 2 0 14 6 0 5 2 0 11.33 3.33 0 21.33 16,534 1.88 0.55 0.00 3.53
34 Portage and Centre 15 2 0 13 4 0 18 4 0 15.33 3.33 0 25.33 17,760 2.37 0.51 0.00 3.91

2010-2012 Traffic Crashes by Intersection
Average Crash Rate per Million

Estimated Vehicles (MEV)2011 2012 Average/Year
Crash Frequency by Year

2010

 

43 



 

 Existing Conditions Report 

Average Daily
No. Street From To Traffic (ADT) Length

Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Severity (2010-12) (mile) Total Injury Fatal Severity
1 Westnedge Kilgore Andy 24 6 0 25 1 0 12 0 0 20.33 2.33 0.00 27.33 22,202 0.317 7.92 0.91 0.00 10.64
2 Westnedge Andy Idaho 32 3 1 35 7 0 37 6 0 34.67 5.33 0.33 54.67 32,869 0.471 6.13 0.94 0.06 9.67
3 Westnedge Idaho Milham 13 0 0 20 4 0 20 4 0 17.67 2.67 0.00 25.67 35,798 0.25 5.41 0.82 0.00 7.86
4 Westnedge Milham Mall 42 9 0 55 10 0 68 16 0 55.00 11.67 0.00 90.00 31,783 0.373 12.71 2.70 0.00 20.80
5 Westnedge Mall Ruth 20 4 0 26 5 0 30 12 0 25.33 7.00 0.00 46.33 35,525 0.162 12.06 3.33 0.00 22.06
6 Westnedge Ruth Hudson 14 3 0 20 4 0 13 5 0 15.67 4.00 0.00 27.67 35,171 0.201 6.07 1.55 0.00 10.72
7 Westnedge Hudson Romence 54 10 0 34 6 0 35 8 0 41.00 8.00 0.00 65.00 31,342 0.271 13.22 2.58 0.00 20.97
8 Westnedge Romence Garden Lane 20 3 0 35 9 0 18 1 0 24.33 4.33 0.00 37.33 29,327 0.348 6.53 1.16 0.00 10.02
9 Westnedge Garden Ln. Schuring 9 0 0 9 3 0 9 2 0 9.00 1.67 0.00 14.00 25,078 0.155 6.34 1.17 0.00 9.87

10 Westnedge Schuring Shaver 6 1 0 1 0 0 10 2 0 5.67 1.00 0.00 8.67 25,121 0.342 1.81 0.32 0.00 2.76
11 Westnedge Shaver Centre 5 0 0 3 1 0 2 0 0 3.33 0.33 0.00 4.33 8,178 0.184 6.07 0.61 0.00 7.89
12 Westnedge Centre Melody 6 0 0 8 2 0 5 1 0 6.33 1.00 0.00 9.33 9,671 0.533 3.37 0.53 0.00 4.96
13 Westnedge Melody Osterhout 19 2 0 16 1 0 12 2 0 15.67 1.67 0.00 20.67 8,501 1.974 2.56 0.27 0.00 3.37
14 Milham 12th Angling 5 1 0 8 1 0 6 1 0 6.33 1.00 0.00 9.33 11,739 1.386 1.07 0.17 0.00 1.57
15 Milham Angling Oakland 5 1 0 7 2 0 8 2 0 6.67 1.67 0.00 11.67 12,743 0.377 3.80 0.95 0.00 6.65
16 Milham Oakland Constitution 27 5 0 26 3 0 17 2 0 23.33 3.33 0.00 33.33 23,036 0.629 4.41 0.63 0.00 6.30
17 Milham Constitution Westnedge 29 4 0 41 8 0 32 5 0 34.00 5.67 0.00 51.00 18,283 0.626 8.14 1.36 0.00 12.21
18 Milham Westnedge Conrail RR 12 1 0 12 2 0 7 1 0 10.33 1.33 0.00 14.33 12,918 0.506 4.33 0.56 0.00 6.01
19 Milham Conrail RR Lovers Lane 4 0 0 5 1 0 4 0 0 4.33 0.33 0.00 5.33 14,771 0.256 3.14 0.24 0.00 3.86
20 Milham Lovers Lane Portage 11 0 0 11 1 0 9 0 0 10.33 0.33 0.00 11.33 7,845 0.746 4.84 0.16 0.00 5.31
21 Milham Sprinkle E City Limits 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0.67 0.00 0.00 0.67 2,414 0.516 1.47 0.00 0.00 1.47
22 Oakland Kilgore I-94 10 2 0 17 0 0 19 5 1 15.33 2.33 0.33 26.33 24,359 0.498 3.46 0.53 0.08 5.95
23 Oakland I-94 Milham 37 5 0 60 8 0 33 4 0 43.33 5.67 0.00 60.33 30,837 0.543 7.09 0.93 0.00 9.87
24 Oakland Milham Romence 19 2 0 17 5 0 16 3 0 17.33 3.33 0.00 27.33 16,097 1.005 2.94 0.56 0.00 4.63
25 Oakland Romence Centre 8 1 0 10 4 0 11 1 0 9.67 2.00 0.00 15.67 12,322 1.001 2.15 0.44 0.00 3.48
26 Oakland Centre Shaver 17 3 0 18 2 0 6 1 0 13.67 2.00 0.00 19.67 5,995 1.981 3.15 0.46 0.00 4.54
27 Oakland Shaver Osterhout 2 1 0 4 1 0 4 1 0 3.33 1.00 0.00 6.33 9,274 0.473 2.08 0.62 0.00 3.96
28 Oakland Osterhout S. City Limits 2 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1.33 0.33 0.00 2.33 2,707 0.501 2.69 0.67 0.00 4.71
29 Portage Bender Milham 17 2 0 12 1 0 15 4 0 14.67 2.33 0.00 21.67 22,469 1.145 1.56 0.25 0.00 2.31
30 Portage Milham Centre 37 4 0 30 9 0 29 6 0 32.00 6.33 0.00 51.00 17,751 2.014 2.45 0.49 0.00 3.91
31 Portage Centre Lakeview 24 7 0 21 2 0 33 7 0 26.00 5.33 0.00 42.00 22,307 1.364 2.34 0.48 0.00 3.78
32 Portage Lakeview Mandigo 21 4 0 23 4 0 29 5 0 24.33 4.33 0.00 37.33 14,242 1.707 2.74 0.49 0.00 4.21
33 Sprinkle Kilgore Meredith 5 3 0 8 1 0 10 1 0 7.67 1.67 0.00 12.67 20,800 0.422 2.39 0.52 0.00 3.95
34 Sprinkle Meredith Milham 9 4 2 7 1 0 14 7 0 10.00 4.00 0.67 30.00 20,385 0.812 1.66 0.66 0.11 4.97
35 Sprinkle Milham Romence 15 3 0 10 1 0 15 2 0 13.33 2.00 0.00 19.33 22,902 1.006 1.59 0.24 0.00 2.30
36 Sprinkle Romence Centre 12 3 0 7 2 0 14 2 0 11.00 2.33 0.00 18.00 19,290 1.009 1.55 0.33 0.00 2.53
37 Sprinkle Centre Zylman 13 2 0 6 1 0 6 2 0 8.33 1.67 0.00 13.33 13,695 0.505 3.30 0.66 0.00 5.28
38 Centre 12th Oakland 42 12 1 35 5 0 29 4 0 35.33 7.00 0.33 60.33 26,133 1.887 1.96 0.39 0.02 3.35
39 Centre Oakland Westnedge 55 10 0 54 9 0 37 2 0 48.67 7.00 0.00 69.67 22,612 1.258 4.69 0.67 0.00 6.71
40 Centre Westnedge Waylee 9 1 0 9 1 0 12 0 0 10.00 0.67 0.00 12.00 22,312 0.222 5.53 0.37 0.00 6.64
41 Centre Waylee Portage 34 2 1 28 3 0 20 4 0 27.33 3.00 0.33 40.33 19,924 1.283 2.93 0.32 0.04 4.32

2010-2012 Traffic Crashes by Segments
Crash Frequency by Year Average Crash Rate per Million

2010 Vehicle Miles (MVM)2011 2012 Average/Year
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 Existing Conditions Report 

Average Daily
No. Street From To Traffic (ADT) Length

Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Severity (2010-12) (mile) Total Injury Fatal Severity
42 Centre Portage Sprinkle 4 1 0 4 0 0 6 1 0 4.67 0.67 0.00 6.67 10,700 1.001 1.19 0.17 0.00 1.71
43 Centre Sprinkle E City Limits 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 1.67 0.33 0.00 2.67 5,207 0.527 1.66 0.33 0.00 2.66
44 Romence Angling Oakland 8 2 0 7 3 0 13 0 0 9.33 1.67 0.00 14.33 9,655 1.145 2.31 0.41 0.00 3.55
45 Romence Oakland Sears 23 6 0 18 1 0 21 5 0 20.67 4.00 0.00 32.67 16,754 0.988 3.42 0.66 0.00 5.41
46 Romence Sears Westnedge 22 4 0 16 3 0 22 8 0 20.00 5.00 0.00 35.00 17,327 0.268 11.80 2.95 0.00 20.65
47 Romence Westnedge Lovers Lane 16 2 0 15 2 0 17 2 0 16.00 2.00 0.00 22.00 12,178 0.758 4.75 0.59 0.00 6.53
48 Romence Lovers Lane Portage 6 0 0 10 2 0 5 0 0 7.00 0.67 0.00 9.00 10,463 0.756 2.42 0.23 0.00 3.12
49 Romence Portage Mastenbrook 3 0 0 3 1 0 5 0 0 3.67 0.33 0.00 4.67 10,871 0.503 1.84 0.17 0.00 2.34
50 Romence Mastenbrook Sprinkle 3 0 0 4 2 0 3 0 0 3.33 0.67 0.00 5.33 10,335 0.493 1.79 0.36 0.00 2.87
51 Bishop Sprinkle E City Limits 5 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2.33 0.00 0.00 2.33 2,598 0.536 4.59 0.00 0.00 4.59
52 Lovers Lane Kilgore I-94 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.33 0.33 0.00 1.33 13,446 0.426 0.16 0.16 0.00 0.64
53 Lovers Lane I-94 Milham 5 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 4.33 0.00 0.00 4.33 12,444 0.608 1.57 0.00 0.00 1.57
54 Lovers Lane Milham Romence 5 0 0 6 0 0 8 2 0 6.33 0.67 0.00 8.33 9,516 0.645 2.83 0.30 0.00 3.72
55 Lovers Lane Romence Centre 16 4 0 15 3 1 10 2 0 13.67 3.00 0.33 26.67 8,010 1.398 3.34 0.73 0.08 6.52
56 Lovers Lane Centre Forest 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 2.67 0.00 0.00 2.67 2,321 0.581 5.42 0.00 0.00 5.42
57 Kilgore Westnedge Burdick 20 1 0 20 4 0 15 4 0 18.33 3.00 0.00 27.33 19,463 0.501 5.15 0.84 0.00 7.68
58 Kilgore Burdick Lovers Lane 21 3 0 10 3 0 9 3 0 13.33 3.00 0.00 22.33 16,481 0.259 8.56 1.93 0.00 14.33
59 Kilgore Lovers Lane City Limit 9 3 0 10 1 0 9 2 0 9.33 2.00 0.00 15.33 9,785 0.966 2.71 0.58 0.00 4.44
60 Angling Merryview Vincent 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 1,272 0.597 3.61 0.00 0.00 3.61
61 Vincent Angling Oakland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,557 0.747 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
62 Angling Milham Romence 3 1 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 2.33 0.67 0.00 4.33 3,829 1.104 1.51 0.43 0.00 2.81
63 Angling Romence Centre 4 1 0 3 2 0 2 0 0 3.00 1.00 0.00 6.00 5,733 1.286 1.11 0.37 0.00 2.23
64 Angling Centre Vanderbilt 3 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1.67 0.00 0.00 1.67 1,806 0.875 2.89 0.00 0.00 2.89
65 Vanderbilt Angling Shaver 1 0 0 3 1 0 3 0 0 2.33 0.33 0.00 3.33 1,673 2.265 1.69 0.24 0.00 2.41
66 Osterhout Shaver Westnedge 8 0 0 8 1 0 3 1 0 6.33 0.67 0.00 8.33 3,686 1.528 3.08 0.32 0.00 4.05
67 Osterhout Westnedge Portage 7 0 0 6 0 0 6 1 0 6.33 0.33 0.00 7.33 4,373 1.011 3.92 0.21 0.00 4.54
68 Shaver Westnedge Centre 11 1 0 14 2 0 9 2 0 11.33 1.67 0.00 16.33 15,387 0.181 11.15 1.64 0.00 16.07
69 Shaver Centre Vanderbilt 12 3 0 18 4 0 8 5 0 12.67 4.00 0.00 24.67 16,119 1.441 1.49 0.47 0.00 2.91
70 Shaver Vanderbilt S City Limits 24 9 0 12 1 0 15 2 0 17.00 4.00 0.00 29.00 9,346 2.004 2.49 0.59 0.00 4.24
71 Moorsbridge Centre Old Centre 1 1 0 2 1 0 3 1 0 2.00 1.00 0.00 5.00 3,581 0.347 4.41 2.20 0.00 11.02
72 Moorsbridge Old Centre Muirfield 6 2 0 5 1 0 5 0 0 5.33 1.00 0.00 8.33 3,024 0.757 6.38 1.20 0.00 9.97
73 Moorsbridge Muirfield Romence 5 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2.33 0.67 0.00 4.33 4,440 0.489 2.94 0.84 0.00 5.47
74 Schuring Oakland Westnedge 4 0 0 6 2 0 1 0 0 3.67 0.67 0.00 5.67 3,349 1.258 2.38 0.43 0.00 3.69
75 Garden Ln. Westnedge Lovers Lane 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 1.67 0.00 0.00 1.67 2,453 0.809 2.30 0.00 0.00 2.30
76 Mall Constitution JC Penney 5 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 2.67 0.33 0.00 3.67 5,360 0.401 3.40 0.42 0.00 4.67
77 Mall JC Penney Westnedge 8 1 0 10 0 0 8 0 0 8.67 0.33 0.00 9.67 12,617 0.202 9.32 0.36 0.00 10.39
78 Constitution Milham Mall 6 0 0 5 0 0 5 1 0 5.33 0.33 0.00 6.33 12,286 0.87 1.37 0.09 0.00 1.62
79 Constitution Mall Romence 1 1 0 3 1 0 6 2 0 3.33 1.33 0.00 7.33 7,634 1.193 1.00 0.40 0.00 2.21
80 Forest Lovers Lane Portage 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1.33 0.00 0.00 1.33 1,368 0.772 3.46 0.00 0.00 3.46
81 Zylman Portage Sprinkle 6 0 0 5 0 0 2 0 0 4.33 0.00 0.00 4.33 5,184 1.067 2.15 0.00 0.00 2.15

2010-2012 Traffic Crashes by Segments
Crash Frequency by Year Average Crash Rate per Million

2010 Vehicle Miles (MVM)2011 2012 Average/Year
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 Existing Conditions Report 

Average Daily
No. Street From To Traffic (ADT) Length

Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Total Injury Fatal Severity (2010-12) (mile) Total Injury Fatal Severity
82 S 12th St. N City Limits Briarhill 7 1 0 5 1 0 3 1 0 5.00 1.00 0.00 8.00 7,764 0.808 2.18 0.44 0.00 3.49
83 S 12th St. Briarhill Milham 1 0 0 6 1 0 1 0 0 2.67 0.33 0.00 3.67 7,886 0.276 3.36 0.42 0.00 4.62
84 S 12th St. Milham Golden Ridge 0 0 0 7 0 0 1 0 0 2.67 0.00 0.00 2.67 5,391 1.537 0.88 0.00 0.00 0.88
85 S 12th St. Golden Ridge Centre 7 1 0 13 3 0 4 1 0 8.00 1.67 0.00 13.00 7,394 1.915 1.55 0.32 0.00 2.52
86 S 12th St. Centre Whipporwill 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 1.33 0.67 0.00 3.33 4,688 0.967 0.81 0.40 0.00 2.01
87 S 12th St. Whipporwill S Ave. 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 1.33 0.33 0.00 2.33 2,068 1.005 1.76 0.44 0.00 3.08
88 S 12th St. S Ave. S city limits 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 1.00 0.33 0.00 2.00 856 1.002 3.19 1.06 0.00 6.39
89 Nash E Shore Sprinkle 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.33 473 0.319 6.05 0.00 0.00 6.05
90 East Shore Mandigo Nash 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.33 0.33 0.00 1.33 768 1.072 1.11 1.11 0.00 4.44
91 East Shore Nash Cox’s Dr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 693 1.602 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
92 Mandigo Portage E Shore 1 1 0 10 4 0 2 1 0 4.33 2.00 0.00 10.33 2,394 1.51 3.28 1.52 0.00 7.83
93 Newport Milham Charlie 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.33 4,787 0.538 0.35 0.00 0.00 0.35
94 Gladys Charlie Westnedge 2 1 0 0 0 0 8 1 0 3.33 0.67 0.00 5.33 3,153 0.37 7.83 1.57 0.00 12.53
95 Bacon Westnedge Portage 3 0 0 3 0 0 3 1 0 3.00 0.33 0.00 4.00 2,218 1.061 3.49 0.39 0.00 4.66
96 Meredith Kilgore Sprinkle 4 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 2.33 0.33 0.00 3.33 4,291 0.316 4.71 0.67 0.00 6.74
97 Melody Shaver Dolphin 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 2,523 0.077 14.10 0.00 0.00 14.10
98 Melody Dolphin Westnedge 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 2.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 2,423 0.346 6.54 0.00 0.00 6.54
99 Ramona Lovers Lane Portage 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.33 1,075 0.75 1.13 0.00 0.00 1.13
100 Cox’s Dr East Shore Zylman 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 931 0.165 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
101 Cox’s Dr Zylman E Centre 1 0 0 2 1 0 1 1 0 1.33 0.67 0.00 3.33 719 0.498 10.20 5.10 0.00 25.51
102 Winters Lovers Lane Portage 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0.67 0.00 0.00 0.67 1,560 0.758 1.54 0.00 0.00 1.54
103 Old Centre Centre Cooley 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 1.33 0.00 0.00 1.33 2,147 0.33 5.16 0.00 0.00 5.16
104 Old Centre Cooley Moorsbridge 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.33 0.33 0.00 1.33 2,025 0.258 1.75 1.75 0.00 6.99
105 Sprinkle Zylman Nash 8 4 0 10 0 0 5 1 0 7.67 1.67 0.00 12.67 12,330 1.767 0.96 0.21 0.00 1.59

2010-2012 Traffic Crashes by Segments
Crash Frequency by Year Average Crash Rate per Million

2010 Vehicle Miles (MVM)2011 2012 Average/Year
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Public Involvement Plan 

Public Involvement Plan – September 2013 

The goal of the comprehensive plan update is to address the community’s challenges, preserve its assets, plan for future changes 
in the economy and population, create a more sustainable city, and enhance the quality of life for current and future residents.    
It is essential that the comprehensive plan update process maximize citizens’ involvement in order to gain public consensus on the 
plan recommendations. 

The comprehensive plan update blends professional technical evaluation and input from city officials, stakeholders, and the public. 
This document describes the process and techniques that will be used. It is anticipated this may be revised through the process in 
response to input. This document may also be updated to reflect progress at key points in the process, such as following public 
meetings. 

The work plan engages the public at key stages in the process.  The public 
involvement program includes a public awareness campaign so that “if they 
choose to” they are welcome to participate in the process.  A publicized timeline 
and clearly established milestones help ensure transparency (refer to Table 1 
below).  Events will be hosted in easily accessible locations and providing a 
welcoming atmosphere for all of the community’s diverse populations to 
encourage participation and broaden the array of voices that are heard. 

The following pages and Table 1 below detail the various elements of our public 
involvement process which includes three meetings: a Public Open House, Lake 
Center Focus Group meeting, and informal presentation before the Public Hearing.   

 

Table 1 

 

 

Community Engagement Activities: 

• Public Open House 
• Website/Twitter 
• Lake Center Focus Group 
• Briefings by city staff to elected/ 

appointed officials and other staff 
• Public Hearing 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Public Meeting Notices 

Public Involvement Plan 

All meetings will be posted in accordance with the Michigan Planning Act, the Open Meetings Act, and City protocol. The following 
are examples of outreach methods to be used: 

 Post reminders on City’s website and project website and Twitter, along with questions to spark discussion  
 Press releases 
 Emails to neighborhood organizations, advisory boards, commissions, other email lists on file 
 Public access TV 
 Portager newsletter 

    

Project Website 

The project website will be used to explain key milestones, communicate the schedule, post drafts of the plan excerpts, and to 
provide opportunity for additional input.  The website will have a brief survey tool to ask questions such as: 

 What makes Portage a great place to live? 
 If you could change one thing in Portage what would it be? 
 What will encourage children in Portage today to want to return or remain in their hometown as adults? 
 Where is your favorite place to ride your bike in Portage? 
 What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood in Portage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Public Involvement Summary 

 

Public Open House 
Purpose: For the public to review goals from the previous plan, learn about current trends and best practices, and 
provide feedback on existing conditions and what they would like to see in the future. 

Format: Stations will be set up in the lobby and Council Chambers for participants to peruse at their own pace. Each 
station will be staffed by a project team member who will answer questions, guide interactive feedback exercises, 
and listen to ideas. A brief introductory presentation will be given twice during the evening summarizing the planning 
process and evening’s activities. 

Presentation 

10-15 Minute Intro Presentation 

In Council Chambers, same presentation given twice at 4pm and 6pm 

 
Welcome Station  
 What is a Comprehensive Plan? 
 Previous plans 
 Project timeline  
 Did you know? (population data) 
 List goals from previous plan 
 Recent accomplishments 
 Information from other city departments 
 Map to identify where participants live or work 

 
Community Identity Station  
 City services/facilities 
 Sustainability 
 Culture/history 
 City Center Area 
 

Land Use and Development Station 
 Ingredients to great neighborhoods 
 Mixture of housing types/aging in place 
 Existing land use map 

Transportation Station 
 Complete Streets: Automobiles/Pedestrians/Bicyclists 
 Transit  
 Infrastructure 

Following the open house, exhibits will be posted on the project website. The questions asked on the comment cards 
will be formatted into SurveyMonkey for those who could not attend the workshop to provide their feedback. 

As deliverables are completed, such documents will be uploaded to the project website with an announcement on 
Twitter as well. The City will set-up, monitor, and update the website and Twitter through the course of the project. 

Each Topic Station will have  

• interactive map (stickies and dots to 
identify strengths/weaknesses) 

• overview board 
o challenges 
o did you know? 
o Best Practices 

• comment card with 2 questions 
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Throughout the process, if any hot topic issues arise, these issues can be discussed/considered during regularly 
scheduled monthly planning commission meetings. 

 
Lake Center Area Focus Group 

LSL will summarize findings from the April meeting and October Open House in an informal presentation. Sharon 
Woods, from LandUse|USA, will present her market findings and opportunities and help lead a discussion of 
redevelopment opportunities. LSL will present corridor design guidelines, intended to serve as a pattern book for 
building, site, and streetscape design. Upon completion of the meeting, Sharon will provide a succinct report that LSL 
will incorporate into the Lake Center Area chapter in the comprehensive plan. We will refine our design 
recommendations based on the discussion. 

 
Public Hearing 

Prior to the Public Hearing at a planning commission meeting, an informal presentation of the plan will be held. The 
public can hear a short presentation on key plan recommendations, peruse copies of the plan, and ask City Staff and 
LSL questions prior to the formal public hearing. This approach helps the Public Hearing meeting run more smoothly 
by giving the public a more informal way to ask questions.  
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OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY 

October 2, 2013 4-7pm 
City Hall 
Total number of participants: ~40 (3 online survey responses after the Open House, collected 
until 11-6-13) 

 

Analysis: Fairly well-represented across neighborhoods, lacking representation in northeast Portage 

Decent representation from businesses, include Lake Center businesses.  

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Vision Statements and Goals 

− Promote the use of riparian buffers next to lakes and streams 

− Do a better job of promoting mixed-use planning and mass transit options such as light rail 

− Preserve/restore Eliason Reserve as a unique natural treasure, yes 

 

 

Community Identity + Character 

Comment Cards: 

Q.  When you tell someone you are from Portage, Michigan and they ask “What’s it like?  What do you say? 

− I like the intersection greenspace like at Romance and Oakland.  Can we do that more at major 
intersections? 

− Great people, lakes, parks, bike paths, sr. centers. 

− Nice place to live, good schools, lot of retail, nice bike paths, good parks. 

− It is a city with great parks, transport activities and flexibly responds to the citizenry. 

− Stifling 

− I love living here 

− The Parks, trail system and the aesthetics of the city. 

− A great city to live in. 

 

Q.  What will it take to keep/attract the “future” residents?  (new families, young professionals, seniors? 

− Arts and culture 

− Maintain a dedicated professional staff.  Respond to young families and professional.  Adopt technological 
and other changes.  Don’t become the Bill Knapps of Governors. 

− Mixed use planning/zoning that allows retail/commercial transit/light rail that allows people to not drive 
and work, live, and play in same area. 

− Neighborhood identification signs (Plat names would be an example) 

− keeping those special areas up and walk paths having safe asphalt or cement areas 

− My job is to work with communities to help them define an identity that makes them different from others--
basically to define their competitive advantage in the State.  The differentiator for Portage is the Parks, 
quality of life for families and individuals.  I think to create Portage into a Smart City with technology 
availability and a high quality of life by promoting the parks, healthy living and the environment is what the 
new knowledge workers are looking for and there is not another municipality that has defined this as their 
image in our region. 

− affordable housing/ many opportunities 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Map 1: Community Identity 

Map Comments:  

− Trailways 

− Fire station 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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− Intergovernment cooperation: schools, library, city government 

Online Survey Question “What are 2 or 3 parts of the city that are essential to the character and 
value of Portage?”  

− Walk paths and parks 

− The landscaping, the parks, and the Romence Blvd area. 

− great place for dining and shopping 

 

Summary: Natural features are most important: waterbodies, preserves, parks 

 

 

Transportation 

Comment Cards: 

Q.  What is one thing that could be done that would result in more people walking and biking? 

− Having places where people live, work and play be close together. 

− More City bikelanes 

− some neighborhoods need some connecting sidewalks that make sense to get some where easier, such as 
schools and stores 

− Continuing to extend the walkways to connect more neighborhoods and beautifying some of the existing 
areas.  Some area could use wildflowers and other landscaping to make them all a bit different, possibly a 
fountain too.   I love the wooded look but some of the paths like the route to 131 (northwest bikeway) past 
12th St. could use some landscaping features.  It’s nice to follow the trails and come to different 
environments or settings that were different from the last one.  Some have playgrounds, some wetlands, 
others forest and streams, so possibly gardens or other landscape features in the others. 

− more lighting on walking trails 

 

Q.  My least favorite place to drive is? 

− Westnedge.  It is always very busy and crowded. 

− Traffic lights at Centre & Greenspire are needed. 

− Westnedge, big street, too fast 

− Portage Road south of Centre needs to be more attractive. It needs a look all its own and with more 
landscaping.  It looks like the worn down section of Portage.  A lot has been done but it needs an identity as 
a shopping district.  It has the lakes and maybe vintage lamp posts and a central park area with walkways 
so it looks like a waterfront area. 

− None 

 

Map Comments – Transportation: 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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− Bike facility along Osterhout to connect parks to Lake Center district 

− City council subcommittee has Lake Center committee – discussed pedestrian crossings pros and cons 

− Connect bike path to Schrier Park 

− Road diet on Portage south of Woodbine 

− Austin Ct: look at extending bike path along utility easement or to E Shore (to east) to Highland St 

− Add separate bike trail or improve existing on Westnedge south of Melody 

− Walking paths around state game area and connection to sidewalks and neighborhoods 

− 3-way light or roundabout or close off boulevard so no left turns either way with addition of SW MI 
Dermatology traffic will increase significantly (Centre and Old Centre) 

− Possible signal at Cooley and Centre or crosswalk 

− Dedicated recreation trail connecting Woodbridge Hills to existing recreation trail (near Moorsbridge) 

− Unsafe road for kids to cross, no speed control by police department (Moorsbridge) 

− Put a sidewalk on Muirfield past St Anthony on east side of street between Moorsbridge and St Anthony 
crossing alleviating crossing at Moorsbridge and Muirfield 

− Need safe routes to school near West Middle School, Moorsbridge Elementary 

− A pedestrian bridge would be great here, there is a fair amount of traffic throughout the day and can be 
hard to cross (refuge island on Oakland south of Milham) 

− Traffic signal at Rosewood/Oakland 

− Improved traffic signal timing on Westnedge (between Milham and Romence) 

− Walkway on west side of Portage from Centre to Milham 

− Anyway to connect northeast neighborhood to the bike trails? 

− Sidewalks along both sides of Westnedge – Kilgore to Centre 

− Road connection Fir Tree to Beacon Harbor 

− Oakland Dr add bike lane in gap Kilgore to I-94 

− Walking and bike trail around Wellfield connection neighborhood to Westnedge 

 

Online Survey Question  “What are 2 or 3 areas in Portage that need transportation or infrastructure improvements?”  

− Don’t have a bus come from the Downtown area to the mall, it is bringing young kids that are very disruptive 
to the Crossroads Mall 

− I would like to see the new Eliason Park developed more. 

− Public transportation is good, no improvement is needed 

 

 

Map Comments – Lake Center: 

− Lake Center: not much development in 30 years: consider overlay zoning for district to spur investments 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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− Lake Center needs reinvestment: zoning problems, owners rent and don’t make improvements 

− Character of Lake Center: water? Retro motif? Other? Doing a flag banner 

− Lake Center had a district wide garage sale to raise money for the Autism Center 

− Lake Center refuge islands, streetscape, power lines underground, farmer’s market 

 

 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Land Use and Development 

Comment Cards: 

Q.  One thing I really like about my neighborhood is… 

− Close to where I work.  It also looks fairly nice 

− I can access all the things I need within ¼ mile of my house, bank, grocery store, hardware, drug store, gas 
station, park, church, etc. – Lake Center. 

− It is convenient to everything (Woodbridge Hills) 

− The sidewalks, the mature trees, and the easy connection to the trail system. 

− It is quiet, safe and well maintained 

 

Q.  Something that is missing from my neighborhood is… 

− Streetscaping – investment to make the roadway more attractive; connectivity across Portage Road for 
pedestrians and bicycles 

− Rezone Kilgore Road property North of Lowe’s and West of Westnedge to retail. 

− Traffic light at Centre Street and Greenspire. 

− A few key sidewalks and a street light that covers the area of Heather ridge, its black and that is the South 
entrance to the neighborhood. And a red, green and yellow lite at Old Centre/Centre or no left turns or 
BLOCK OFF BLVD (close it) 

− I am pretty happy with my neighborhood 

− neighborhood watch program 

 

Map notes: 

Preserve: 

− Lakes 

− Fire station #3 

− West Lake Nature Preserve 

− State Game Area 

− Good buffer from industrial uses on east side south of Bishop 

− Trail at Oakland just south of Milham 

− Beautiful boulevard at West Centre 

− The parks and current walkpaths 

− The landscaped boulevards, the Tree City concept, the trail system and parks. 

− Parks, walking trails, shopping areas 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Enhance: 

− In general, need to maintain older housing, address vacant and/or foreclosed housing, 
plan for vacant lots where homes were razed 

− Some blighted properties in the “states” district (north of Milham between Oakland and 
Lovers Lane) 

− Potential for a farmers market or grocer for a better  and healthier neighborhood 
(northeast) 

− Zone for mixed-use development (Romence/Lovers Lane area) 

− Eco-house development opportunity? Demonstration project at Romence and Lovers Lane 

− Enhance greenspace just west of City Centre district 

− Lexington green park 

− Residences leaving along Centre between Lovers Lane and Portage 

− Needs lighting at Corstange/Zylman/Portage 

− More commercial, improve commercial and access management South Shaver east of 
Oakland 

− Improve access to preserve/state game area 

− Farmers market on newly acquired 16 acres off Osterhout 

− The PCOC front on Center st across from the High School its a mess to say the least, we 
invest millions in a new school and have that across the street 

− Portage Road south of Center, landscaping on some of the new trails near 131 (Northwest 
Bikeway?), Oakland Drive does not have a good bike lane south of Center. 

− nothing comes to mind. 

 

Transform: 

− Vacant land at Milham/Lovers Lane/Portage convert outside frontage to commercial 
office and industrial 

− Turn Pfizer building and adjacent land into an art center like a Frederick Meijer Garden 
(Portage/Romence) 

− Airport Inn (only place sexual molesters can live) 

− Trailer park in northeast 

− Greenhouses 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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− Flooding issues on Forest/Newells 

− No lighting, very dark need street lights at Heather Ridge 

− Restore native environmental conditions at Eliason Reserve 

− Encourage commercial development south on Shaver, Portage, and Sprinkle 

− Only one elementary school on east side 

− The Portage Northern housing area, Shaver Road corridor 

− Portage Road (south of Center), Oakland Drive (south of Center) primarily a trail or 
paved road area since the road is pretty broken up, more large community events. 

− nothing 

 

Non-motorized/transportation: 

− Continue trail to Kalamazoo on Lovers Lane 

− Why do bike routes dead end on Romence between Oakland and Lovers Lane? 

− Improve trail continue asphalt south Westnedge south of Central Elementary School 

− Continue paved shoulder on Shaver near big boxes 

− Extend Vanderbilt to Westnedge 

− More trail mileage markers 

 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Lake Center Area 

 

Preserve 

-Specialty shops are unique. They’ve been here for ages... but need new shops to keep coming. 

-Restore areas; don’t demolish the character. For example... non-conforming signage (i.e. signage 
at West Lake Drive In) is part of the eclectic charm of the area. 

-Keep wooded areas around neighborhoods. They are excellent places to play and provide a 
nice place to walk and even have planned trails. 

− Portage Rd is fine, just slow it down especially at Bacon and Osterhout 

− The roads are nice with the sidewalks 

− all are good as they are 

 

Enhance 

- Schools as the center of the community 

- Neighborhood ‘hubs’ are the schools 

- Small buildings along the corridor are nice, but how do we “dress them up” and make them 
destinations? 

- The street needs to be more attractive so that people will want to SLOW down and visit 
businesses. Right now it is just a commuting corridor and no one really stops. 

- Need better branding for the area. But the eclectic look is what we love! We don’t want it to 
look like Westnedge or make it generically the same. Retro... Beachy... Is it possible? 

- Use vacant areas for events 

- Lakeview Park is an Anchor. Make better connections from neighborhoods with bikeways, safer 
sidewalks and routes. Trees... make it beautiful. 

- Branding Ideas: colored or stamped concrete sidewalks, banners, more boats painted by artists, 
hold art contest with boats, quirky, patchwork ideas that are unique. 

- DON’T want grandfathered uses, need to help business owners beautify their properties without 
having to bring them up to complete code. 

- Daanes area Boating Company (make is more like a marina) 

- Add a plaza to stop at, add walkways at waterfront such as the old drive-in (or develop this as 
a waterfront area, vintage lamp posts along the road with banners, better landscaping for 
beautification. 

- nothing 

 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Transform 

- Bury the power lines so that trees can be planted 

- workmanship on Forest street reconstruction is terrible. It was supposed to make drainage 
better; it is now worse. The rolled curb creates huge puddles and is going to get damaged by 
snow plows. It was a waste of money since it doesn’t work, looks ugly and will be destroyed this 
winter. The drain is also not located in the right place and they destroyed the person’s yard that 
it is near. 

- Vacant buildings - can SWMI First help? 

- Reuse of some buildings are impossible because they need to be brought up to code or have a 
limited number of uses they could actually be used for.  

- Promote mixed-use and buildings on empty lots that are easily adapted to changing uses. One 
reason that some buildings are vacant is because they were for a specific use. Keep them 
small(ish) so that small business owners/ start ups can afford them. 

- Traffic calming! sidewalks, make the area safer for bicycles. 

- Use overlay zoning to create a district that is unique. Non-conforming uses that can be legal. 

- Change the speed limit from 45 to 35 (then people will actually go 45...) 

- Events: Run/ Walk; More garage sales; Farmer’s market; art market 

- Work on parking issues (are there any??) 

- The grocery store 

- Develop a waterfront area with possibly food vendors, landscaping to help connect all the 
businesses into one unified look, give the area its own identity as a shopping district. 

- nothing 

 

General Conversation 

- People relocate to the area for work or the school access. 

- There is a disconnect between residents and the City officials. Residents feel that the city is 
difficult to work with. However, business owners feel that the City has been working with them to 
achieve many goals.  

 

Map Notes: 

Map 1: Lake Center North 

General: 

• Housing neighborhood 

• Walkability, uses in proximity to businesses 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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• Garage sale was noticeable and good for the corridor 

• Embrace the differences 

Location-specific: 

• Develop Pfizer along road (Zylman) 

• Gateway feature (at Centre) 

• Slow down traffic and friendly to businesses (north of Zylman) 

• Bury power lines (at Zylman) 

• Bury lines so we can have TREES! (at Zylman) 

• Need lights on Corstange off Portage Rd to Oakside 

• Slow traffic at Center and the Park, currently 45 mph 

• Question re: telephone poles with pink ribbons (near Zylman) 

• Widen sidewalks and include bikelane (near Forest) 

• Traffic light at Forest and Portage Rd, crossing is difficult for bikes and peds (bank, store) 

• Ames – north safety for cars turning 

 

Map 2: Lake Center South 

Location-specific: 

• Preserve wooded areas for recreation (across from Lakeview Park) 

• Fill in residential (between Woodbine and Stanley) 

• Create streets for connections (through Stanley/Woodbine property) 

• Speed indicator lights (Bacon/Auburn Woods/Wetherbee area) 

• More multi-family (vacant property north of Osterhout) 

 

Map 3: Lake Center Existing Land Use 

General: 

• Slow traffic  

• Farmer’s Market in district  

Location-specific notes: 

• Allow exception to zoning requirement (between Corstange and Forest) 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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• Widen this narrow corridor with cantilevered boardwalk, encourage redevelopment of 
Mavcon and drive-in to include a boat-up food take-out, fueling point etc. through all 
experience developer and overlay area on district (isthmus between Dixie and McClish) 

• Mini-band shell in Lakeview Park 

• Access to water, canoe livery? (next to Lakeview Park) 

• Pedestrian bridge like across Milham at the park and go across Portage Road to 
Lakeview Park 

 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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Map 1: Lake Center North 
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Map 2: Lake Center South 

Public Open House 10-2-13 



 

 Public Involvement Summary 

 
Map 3: Lake Center ELU  

 

Public Open House 10-2-13 
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YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Input on Portage, October 14, 2013 

 

What the Youth Advisory Committee likes about Portage: 

 

1. Quality education and facilities 

2. Multi-use trails 

• Connectivity (can get to a various destinations such as Celebration Cinema or Crossroads Mall using the 
trail network). 

• Alternative way to get around without the need for a car. 

• The off-road multi-use trails are a safe alternative to public streets (don’t have to worry about cars). 

3. Efforts by the city to preserve the natural areas of the community. 

4. Efforts to balance the natural and manmade environments. 

5. Like living in a smaller city but close to major urban centers such as Grand Rapids, Chicago or Detroit. 

6. Safety and security of living in a smaller city. 

7. Concentration of the commercial areas.  They are easy to get to and from. 

8. People in the community are very friendly. 

9. Zoning.  Residential areas are protected from the impacts associated with businesses. 

 

What the Youth Advisory Committee does not like about Portage: 

 

1. Poor mass transit (None of the committee members had ever ridden a bus in Portage). 

2. No convenient and direct mass transit option from Portage to downtown Kalamazoo (e.g. non-stop or few 
stops from Crossroads Mall). 

3. No separate PNHS football stadium. 

4. Need more entertainment options similar to Craig’s Cruisers or Full Blast. 

5. More efforts are needed to better publicize events/activities sponsored by the city (i.e. Facebook or 
Twitter). 

6. Need more locally-owned and operated businesses. 

7. Need a health food store such as Sawalls. 

8. Bring back the Summer Entertainment Series. 

9. Plow the multi-use trails in the winter. 

10. Need more public awareness of the excellent parks and recreational opportunities. 

11. Don’t have an e-edition of the Portager (i.e. magazine app.). 

12. Don’t plow residential streets soon enough after a snowfall. 

 

Youth Advisory Committee 10-14-13 
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What the Youth Advisory Committee wishes Portage had: 

 

1. Bike trails on 12th Street 

2. More sidewalks in residential neighborhoods 

3. More restaurants around the lake areas 

4. Canoe/kayak rentals at Ramona/Lakeview parks 

5. Coffee house and wi-fi at parks (e.g. Ramona Park) 

 

 

Reasons why some of the Youth Advisory Committee members won’t stay/return to Portage after high school/college: 

1. Larger cities offer more independence to children. 

2. Will consider living abroad. 

3. Want to experience other locations. 

4. More opportunities in larger cities (e.g. jobs). 

5. Portage is not a location for college age people, but may move back later in life. 

 

One member said he will stay in Portage because he likes the safety, security and quality schools/education. 

 

Youth Advisory Committee 10-14-13 
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November 25, 2013 

Community-wide issues and opportunities to consider during the Plan Update 

The following list of community wide issues were identified through the public input process, including a 
public open house and Youth Advisory Committee meeting, as well as through city staff and consultant 
analysis. The attached analysis maps summarize many of the issues and opportunities identified. 

1. Continue the investment to expand and/or enhance city parks, bikeways and multi-use trails with 

emphasis on connecting areas not served to the central/existing system. 

2. Encourage more mixed use developments, especially in the City Centre Area. 

3. Focus on maintaining and/or improving residential neighborhoods, especially older areas, by 

addressing vacant/foreclosed housing, property maintenance and building code concerns. 

4. Lake Center Area: Enhance Portage Road to be a vibrant, commercial corridor that is walkable 

and safe. 

5. Create a complete streets policy that addresses multi-modal transportation elements including 

sidewalks, shared shoulder bike lanes, multi-use trails and connections to public transit 

6. Continue to improve non-motorized connections throughout the city that appeal to varied skill 

levels of existing and potential bicyclists through additional bike ways and trail connections 

7. Retain South Westnedge as a regional business anchor but continue efforts to improve traffic flow 

and safety 

8. Define boundaries of the core South Westnedge commercial area and develop strategies to 

buffer from adjacent residences 

9. Create aging in place opportunities to ensure Portage residents can maintain an active lifestyle 

throughout their lifecycle and by providing a variety of housing types to accommodate a variety 

of age groups, with a special focus on seniors. 

10. Form a strategy for conversion of greenhouses if transition to other uses occur. 

11. Identify opportunities for commercial and industrial development at vacant parcels along Portage 

Road and Shaver Road  

12. Provide transportation guidance for locations identified as problematic such as 

intersections/crossings at Centre, Old Centre, Vincent, Oakland, among others 

13. Utilize Eliason Nature Reserve to its fullest potential and create connecting non-motorized links 

14. Enhance gateways to the city, fully utilizing the new brand “A Natural Place to Move” to 

contribute to a strong sense of community 

Top Issues and Opportunities 11-26-13 
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Lake Center Focus Group Meeting Notes—December 12, 2013  

Attendance: 

--  15 citizens/business owners 

--   4 Planning Commissioners (Patterson, Welch, Stoffer, Dargitz) 

--   3 City Council (Ansari, Reid, Strazdas) 

--   3 consultants  (Duffy, Woods, Kik) 

--   2 staff (Georgeau, West) 

 
Meeting Takeaways 

• Capitalize on opportunities before they become missed opportunities (5 lanes near school 
could’ve been a better implementation of complete streets, new house near The Edge’s 
lake access, gas station brownfield remediation) 

• Evaluate traffic impacts on Ames from potential Forest light/crossing, probably better to 
shift crossing south to Ames/McClish area 

• Promote buy-in from resident lake associations—selling points: 
o Improve their access to amenities at Lake Center core: boat docks, jet ski food 

from Drive In 
o Increased property values from revitalized corridor 
o Not talking about adding boat traffic (no new launches) and wouldn’t ever be as 

busy as bass tournament anyway 
• Build a district-wide brand, not just the businesses: the park, residences, churches, school 
• Generally supportive of 4-3 and 5-3 lane reductions, just concerned about traffic impacts: 

will people slow down? Won’t it cause more accidents? People trying to get from southern 
townships to Kalamazoo aren’t going to stop anyway, just want quick way through town, 
aren’t really better alternatives. Need better education and traffic analysis to support. 

• Utilize the channel connecting the lakes for docking at park, and dredge it so bigger 
boats can get through— ped/bike Bridge over channel? Could have a complete path 
around the lake that way 

• Increase park amenities and use as an anchor: canoe rentals, pavilion, docking, swim 
beach 

• Improve neighborly site maintenance and upkeep 
• Curiosity about funding mechanisms, grants, TIF-related programs—Rebekah sending 

some of her insight 

  

Comments/Concerns/Ideas: 

--  Concerns about narrowing of Portage Road from 4-lanes to 3-lanes, increased accidents, bottleneck (citizen). 

--  Believes narrowing of Portage Road from 4-lanes to 3-lanes is a good idea and will slow traffic, make roadway 
more safe and improve business activity (citizen).  

--  Traffic light at Forest Drive (citizen). 

West Lake Association Follow-up Meeting and Public Review Period – Pending  
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--  Location of pedestrian refuge island, move to Ames Drive and Portage Road (citizen). 

--  Reduce speed limit on Portage Road, from 45 mph to 35 mph (citizen) 

--  Concerns about increased non-riparian access to Austin Lake-West Lake with any waterfront development (citizen). 

--  Planning efforts should involve the Austin Lake and West Lake Associations, especially with any proposed 
waterfront development (Reid). 

--  Portage Road corridor should "make a statement" and "look different"  "look special"  (Strazdas). 

--  Turn the Lake Centre Area into an "entertainment area" (citizen).   

--  Dredge/widen channel between Austin Lake-West Lake and install boat docks that will allow boaters to access 
area businesses through Lakeview Park (citizen). 

--  Provide better pedestrian access/linkage from Lakeview Park to area businesses to north, restricted where lakes 
converge (citizen, Dargitz). 

--  Make Lakeview Park a "centerpiece" with increased amenities like swimming area, small bandshell, better 
pedestrian linkage to north (Dargitz). 

--  Retain/enhance local business ownership with any revitalization efforts, no big box or national chain 
businesses (citizen, Dargitz). 

--  More coordinated/compatible planning efforts for area businesses to reduce adverse impacts such as dumpsters 
facing adjacent business (citizen). 

--  Resurrection of Lake Center Business Association with new logo, banners, canoes/boats and other placemaking 
and branding efforts (Dargitz). 

 

March 27, 2014 West Lake Association Follow-up Meeting  

Community Development Director Georgeau met with the West Lake Association following completion of 
the draft subarea plan to present the concepts and field questions related to the Lake Center plan. The 
subarea plan was generally well received.  Several attendees noted a desire for traffic calming along 
Portage Road and redevelopment of several commercial properties.  It was suggested that both the West 
Lake Association and Austin Lake Riparians meet with the Lake Center Business Association to discuss 
common goals.  Finally, the attendees expressed concern with implementation strategies that may increase 
boat access to West Lake and/or increase the capacity of boats on the lake.  Staff noted the plan seeks 
to increase amenities on the lake front but not boat access. 

 

Public Review Period PENDING 

The State of Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires a 42-day public review period for 
comprehensive plan updates. The Portage Planning commissioned endorsed the draft on April 
17th, 2014, City Council approved the draft for distribution on April 29th, 2014 and a public 
hearing was held at the Planning Commission meeting on June 19th, 2014. 

West Lake Association Follow-up Meeting and Public Review Period – Pending  
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Ms. Kathleen P. Duffy, AICP
LSL Planning, Inc.
306 S Washington, Ste. 400
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067
(248) 586-0505

RE: Preliminary Market Strategy – Lake Center District

The City of Portage, Michigan

Dear Brad and Kathleen,

Introduction, Purpose

At your request, LandUse|USA has completed this Preliminary Market Strategy for the

Lake Center District in the City of Portage, and in support of your comprehensive

community planning process for that community. This report is intended to provide you

with a succinct narrative report of our recommendations, plus a guide to a draft

presentation that we are prepared to deliver to the City on December 12, 2013. The

following materials are included with this report, and will also be available to you and the

City in an original electronic format.

Attachments Reference Numbers Format

Section A – Presentation (draft) Slides 1 – 62 PowerPoint

Section B – Strategy with Inventory Exhibits B.1 – B.10 Excel

Section C – Maps and Demographics Exhibits C.1 – C.15 Adobe pdf
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Strategy Recommendations

Regional Retail Competition – To begin, the retail recommendations reflect considerable

retail competition in the City that pivots around the Crossroads Mall and big-box clusters

along Westnedge Avenue and Shaver Road (Slide 2 and Exhibit C.4). Retailers and

businesses in the Lake Center District should focus on differentiating from national

chain stores with: 1) unique merchandise; 2) convenience; 3) high service levels; and

4) an enjoyable shopping environment enhanced by placemaking amenities.

Effective Trade Area – An effective trade area (ETA) has been delineated for this study

that reflects the geographic area from which about 60% of all retail sales will be derived

for retailers and businesses in the Lake Center District (Slide 3 and Exhibit C.5.) The

balance or 40% of revenues will be derived by visitors to the district who live outside of

the trade area.

Economic Observations – The strategy reflects the district’s economic benefits from

proximity to the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport, and the campuses of

major employers like Stryker Medical and Pfizer (Slide 4). During the recent Great

Recession, layoffs at Pfizer impacted Kalamazoo’s facilities as well as other locations.

However, unemployment rates Kalamazoo County have significantly improved since

then (Exhibit C.2.)

Population Assessment – The Lake Center ETA has an estimated 2013 population of

just over 18,000 residents, which is less than half the total population for the City of

Portage. Both the ETA and City are experiencing moderate population growth (Slide 5

and Exhibits C.6 – C.9.)

Per Capita Income – The Lake Center ETA has an estimated 2013 per capita income of

$31,727, or slightly higher than the City’s average of $30,755. This is favorable

compared to averages for Kalamazoo County ($27,010.) The attached Exhibit C.9 also

documents our estimates of the resident expenditure potential on GAF retail categories,

which includes General Merchandise, Apparel, and Furniture.

Lifestyle Clusters – All residents in the United States can be classified among 70 distinct

lifestyle clusters. Among these, only 7 clusters are represented in the Lake Center ETA.

The largest category is No Place Like Home with 29.6% of the ETA’s total population.

This is followed by Aging of Aquarius (19.9%), and Unspoiled Splendor (19.1%).



Lake Center District – Portage, Michigan December 5, 2013

3 | P ag e

These top 3 clusters collectively represent nearly 70% of the ETA’s total population. In

comparison, less than 25% of the population throughout the City of Portage falls within

these same groups (Slide 6 and Exhibits C.10 – C.12.) Short descriptions of all 70

clusters are available in the attached Exhibits C.13 – C.15.

Recreational Resources – The strategy also gives positive consideration for the city’s

diverse recreational choices and ways that they match with the lifestyle clusters.

Amenities include sports facilities; open space and trails; and public lake access (Slides

7 – 9). These resources all enhance quality-of-life for Portage’s residents.

Restaurants – We also observed complementary attractions along the Portage and

Sprinkle Road Corridors, including restaurants and eating establishments (Slides 18

and 19) and family fun centers (Slides 20 and 21.) The U.S. Economic Census

continues to classify restaurants as a subcategory among Traveler Accommodations,

but they are far more than that.

Dining out has grown into favorite pastime and primary source of entertainment for

many households. Patronage at restaurants continues to increase as households

attempt to balance busy schedules with the quest for venues that add value to every

dollar spent. Locally-owned restaurants offering themes, entertainment, and unique

settings – like waterfront views on a boardwalk – will be most able to compete against

the redundancy of national chains.

Family Adventure Sports – The AirZoo is a significant regional attraction that helps

attract visiting families seeking entertainment, recreation, and adventure. The regional

draw of this facility is being leveraged by other establishments like Airway Lanes and

Jungle Joes, and they collectively help generate a critical mass and variety of venues

needed to generate repeat visitors.

Retail establishments like Hobby Sports, Racewear, Kalamazoo Choppers, and L & J

Hobbies are leveraging and help reinforce the theme of attractions focused on

adventure and sports (Slide 22.) In the marine category (Slide 23), Boat City Marine,

Four Winns Powersports, and Docks Unlimited are important anchors that bridge the

theme of adventure sports over to watersports.

Retail Inventory and Clusters – Exhibits B.2 through B.10 are important attachments

and support the market strategy recommendations. The lists are intended to show

clusters of businesses by category, and also identify market opportunities within some

of those clusters (highlighted in green font.)
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Hardline Categories – The market strategy focuses on big-ticket, hardline categories

that would generate the highest revenues and productivity levels (sales per square foot)

for the district. Hardline categories are also more likely to be profitable when bolstered

by internet sales. Top recommended categories include hobby, sporting goods, home

improvement, electronics, water-related recreational venues, fitness centers, and lawn

& garden supplies.

Softline Categories – Secondary strategy recommendations are also provided for soft-

line businesses that also tend to sell smaller-ticket items. Examples include personal

care services, alteration services, craft supplies, and specialty food items. Apparel

stores are not a recommended category, and these will tend to cluster around the

department stores anchoring Crossroads Mall.

Incubated Small Businesses. We have identified a number of small businesses in

Portage that are currently occupying space residential neighborhoods, as summarized

on Slide 59. These businesses have already been incubated in the local market by

proprietors that seem interested in operating a business, but have not chosen

conventional commercial space. The strategy recommendations include contacting

these businesses and helping them find better locations with exposure to commercial

traffic, and helping them grow and prosper while filling commercial vacancies.

For example, we noted L & J Hobbies and Hobby-Sports.com both serve a niche

category, and that their locations include front along Portage Road. Other types of niche

shops could help reinforce this category, such as Early American Enterprises, Mad

Hatter’s Leather Shop, etc.

As another example, Something for All Seasons should have been a viable business

and could still be a candidate for a new operator with some reformatting, perhaps

focusing on boat motors, jet skis, motorcycles, and other small recreational vehicles.

In a related category of automotive supply and repair, Bills Sound Center (car stereos)

is a business that appears to operating out of residential space and could benefit from

retail space along Portage Road. These are just a few examples, and Exhibits B.2

through B.10 are intended to provide a more complete list.

As complementary exhibits, Slide 60 shows a few local small businesses that have

websites or other internet presence, and Slide 61 shows an example in the Youz Guys

Sausage Company that was preparing to open along Portage Road at the time of the

inventory.
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Community Identity – In conducting the market tour and field analysis, we searched for

signs and images that effectively convey a unique identity and sense of place for the

City of Portage and the Lake Center District, particularly along the Portage Avenue

Corridor (Slide 10.) The main theme that emerged was the use of boats and canoes to

identify the Lake Center District (Slide 11).

Overall, the Lake Center District brand is weak at best, and there is a need for

significant improvement. The City and Lake Center District are aware of the challenge,

and we understand that it will be more fully addressed in the Comprehensive Plan

update.

Two Alternative Themes – Based on prior sessions with stakeholders, two themes have

emerged as most likely for the Portage Road corridor and Lake Center District, including

1) a retro, vintage, and/or mid-century theme that leverages the architectural attributes

of existing buildings (Slides 12 - 15); and 2) a theme that focuses on West and Austin

Lakes (Slides 16 - 17.)

Retro Revival Theme – Retro revival has been gaining strides in popularity across the

United States, and it is likely to be prevalent in architectural buildings throughout

traditional downtown districts. Over time, retro revival themes in downtown districts will

become increasingly more common. Along Portage Avenue, buildings with retro

architectural features and/or signs are scattered in fragmented locations, and there isn’t

a clear clusters that could be leveraged to create a cohesive theme of retro revival.

Lakefront Access – Lakes and other water bodies are valuable resources that are

absent from the vast majority of business districts across the United States. In the Lake

Center District, West and Austin Lakes create a bottleneck in the road network at

Clarence Drive (Exhibit C.4.) This node has also attracted two stores that serve as

important anchors for the district, including Nelson Hardware (Do-It Center) and H & B

Market grocery store.

Location Strategy – The West Lake shoreline along the west side of Portage Avenue

includes two significant lakefront properties that appear to be available for sale.

Reinforced by the hardware and grocery store anchors (slide 25), this represents the

district’s center of gravity, and is the focus of our top strategy recommendations (Slide

24.)
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Along Portage Road, existing uses on the West Lake waterfront include the Mavcon

facility, which could be reprogrammed as a restaurant with a visitor’s center, gift shop,

and/or public restrooms with changing rooms and showers (Slides 26 – 28.) Existing

uses also include the vintage West Lake Drive In (Slide 29), which is a seasonable

business.

The optimal market strategy calls for programming the West Lake waterfront into public

space with direct water access. Depending on the project budget, stakeholder visioning,

and related planning considerations, future uses could be passive (Slides 31 and 32) or

have some higher level of intensity (Slides 33 through 38.) Adjacent uses suggest that it

would be feasible to add public docks extending into the water (Slides 30 and 32.)

Secondary Opportunities – There are several additional opportunities to leverage

lakeshore programming and expand the project area to include nearby properties. For

example, the parking area between Nelson Hardware (Slide No. 39) and the H & B

Grocery store could be programmed or even developed to create a more compact

district.

Additional planning strategies could involve creating linkages with the Lakeview Park on

Austin Lake; restoring the nearby garage (Slides 42 – 44); and integrating other

adjacent properties into a larger renovation project (Slides 49 – 52.) These properties

are delineated together on Slide 24 and Exhibit B.1, and warrant further discussion

during stakeholder engagement and as part of the planning process.

Secondary Project – Several other nodes have also been identified as secondary

projects, but should not take priority over programming the West Lake waterfront.

Instead, they will become feasible and viable only after the West Lake waterfront is

successfully reprogrammed. These secondary projects include:

Secondary Projects

 Renovating a second gas station (Slides 45 – 46), which could work in tandem

with the first garage renovation (Slides 42 – 43.)

 Renovating the Great Skate and Chicago Style Pizza buildings to reinforce the

retro revival theme (Slides 47 and 48.)

 Renovating the Nickles Bakery (Slides 55 and 56) and CNT’s Racing and

Production Screen Printing (Slides 57 and 58) to reinforce the cluster with West

Michigan TV Repair (Slide 54.)
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Closing

This concludes the preliminary and draft Market Strategy for the Lake Center District in

Portage, Michigan. Recommendations regarding programming at the West Lake

shoreline may be expanded and updated to reflect comments received during the

meeting scheduled for December 12, 2013. Until then, we hope that this report will

provide enough information and direction to help facilitate meaningful discussion during

that meeting. Please let me know if you have any questions in the interim.

Sincerely,

Sharon M. Woods, CRE

Principal

LandUse|USA, LLC



December 12, 2013 

The City of Portage, Michigan

Lake Center District
Preliminary Market Strategy

section a
presentation

Prepared by:

LandUse|USA



No. 1

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

<THOLP LQDT[ 8 DTN HV >VTDVHJ [

No. 2

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=HJ LRQDO>KRSSLQJ /KRLFHU



No. 3

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV

+( " 1IIHFVLXH ?TDGH - THD #1?- $

No. 4

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

8 DMRT1P SOR[HTU

Stryker Medical



No. 5

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV

<RSW ODVLRQDQG 5QFRP H

No. 6

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

?DTJ HV 8 DTN HVU DP RQJ 7LIHUV[OH /OW UVHTU



No. 7

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

>SRTVU 2DFLOLVLHU

Kingdom Indoor Sports Ctr.

No. 8

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=HFTHDVLRQDO=HURW TFHU

Westlake Nature Preserve



No. 9

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

B DVHT- FFHUU

No. 10

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H



No. 11

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H
^ 7- 6 1 /19?1= 05>?=5/?_

No. 12

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

8 LG&/HQVW T[ 5P DJ HU



No. 13

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

8 LG&/HQVW T[ >LJ QDJ H

Westlake Drug Soda Fountain

No. 14

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

8 LG&/HQVW T[ >LJ QDJ H



No. 15

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=HVTR ; TDQJ H /RORT>FKHP HU

No. 16

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

8 RGHTQ2RQV



No. 17

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

8 LG&/HQVW T[ 2RQV

No. 18

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=HUVDW TDQVU DQG 0LQLQJ AHQW HU

Tap Room at Airway Lanes



No. 19

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

7DVLVW GH *) .THY LQJ /RP SDQ[

Others:
Buckey’s Café & Catering
Erbelli’s Gourmet Pizzeria

etc.

No. 20

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

7D\HT7DQG #XDFDQV$



No. 21

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=HJ LRQDO- P HQLVLHU

(on Sprinkle Road)

No. 22

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

8 RVRTUSRTVU DQG =HODVHG 9LFKHU

Tap Room at Airway Lanes



No. 23

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

?KH 1GJ H,8 DTLQH 8 RVRUSRTVU

Tap Room at Airway Lanes

The Edge (Boat City Marine)

No. 24

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` B DVHTITRQV <TRJ TDP P LQJ



No. 25

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU

No. 26

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU



No. 27

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU

No. 28

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU



No. 29

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU

No. 30

7DN H /HQVHT0LUVTLFV ` <RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

1ZLUVLQJ B DVHTITRQV ` 9RTVK 1QG



No. 31

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

<TRJ TDP P LQJ VKH B DVHTITRQV

No. 32

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

<TRJ TDP LQJ VKH B DVHTITRQV



No. 33

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

ALQVDJ H 8 DTLQH

No. 34

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

<TRJ TDP LQJ VKH B DVHTITRQV



No. 35

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

ALQVDJ H 8 DTLQH

No. 36

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

<TRJ TDP LQJ VKH B DVHTITRQV



No. 37

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

<TRJ TDP LQJ VKH B DVHTITRQV

No. 38

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

- QFKRTU RQ1DUV >LGH RI<RTVDJ H =G'



No. 39

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

- QFKRTU RQ1DUV >LGH RI<RTVDJ H =G'

No. 40

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=HLQIRTFH 7LQN DJ HU .HVY HHQVKH 7DN HU



No. 41

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H

=DLULQJ VKH .DTY LVK 9HY >VDQGDTGU

No. 42

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

ALQVDJ H% /ODUULF 3 DU >VDVLRQ



No. 43

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

ALQVDJ H 3 DU >VDVLRQ% /ODUULF /DT8 W UHW P

No. 44

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

ALQVDJ H 8 DTLQH & ; W VERDTGU



No. 45

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ <TRMHFVU

=HFHQVO[ =D\HG

No. 46

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ <TRMHFVU

ALQVDJ H 3 DU >VDVLRQ% /ODUULF /DT8 W UHW P



No. 47

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ 9RGHU

3 THDV >N DVH DQG /KLFDJ R >V[OH <L\\D

No. 48

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ 9RGHU

/KLFDJ R >V[OH <L\\D



No. 49

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

ALQVDJ H% /ODUULF 3 DU >VDVLRQ

No. 50

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLV[

.DSVLUV /KW TFK DQG DGMDFHQV STRSHTVLHU



No. 51

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

1DUV >LGH RI<RTVDJ H% >RW VK RI/ODTHQFH

No. 52

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` ?RS <TLRTLVLHU

1DUV >LGH RI<RTVDJ H% >RW VK RI/ODTHQFH



No. 53

7HXHTDJ LQJ VKH /DVDO[UV

B HUVODN H 0TW J ` >RGD 2RW QVDLQ

No. 54

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ /OW UVHTU

B HUV 8 LFKLJ DQ?A =HSDLT



No. 55

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ 9RGHU

9LFN OHU .DN HT[ ` ) .TLFN 2DbDGH >VRTHITRQVU

No. 56

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ 9RGHU

9LFN OHU .DN HT[ ` ) .TLFN 2DbDGH >VRTHITRQVU



No. 57

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ 9RGHU

/9?]U =DFLQJ % <TRGW FVLRQ>FTHHQ<TLQVLQJ

No. 58

1FRQRP LF /DVDO[UVU ` >HFRQGDT[ 9RGHU

9RQ&=HVDLO>HTXLFHU% /RQXHQLHQFHU



No. 59

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

>HHGHG >P DOO.W ULQHUUHU% 1QVTHSTHQHW TU

Early America Enterprises craft store
Garden Partners garden center
Bills Sound Center stereo equipment
Johnny Mac’s team apparel
David Cook Photography photography
The Science of Six String music lessons
Canary Gift and Pasty specialty foods
Cordies Alterations alterations
Mad Hatter’s Leather Shop alterations
Nickles Bakery – closed specialty foods
Something for All Seasons – closed small engine repair
Academy of Arts & Dance – closed fitness

No. 60

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

>HHGHG >P DOO.W ULQHUUHU% 1QVTHSTHQHW TU

Laurie’s Hodgepodgery
of Gifts

Decals, Banners, Signs

Box Stamps Etc., LLC
(products to promote literacy)



No. 61

/LV[ RI<RTVDJ H% 8 LFKLJ DQ

7DW QFKLQJ >P DOO.W ULQHUUHU% 1QVTHSTHQHW TU

No. 62

?4- 96 C; @ !
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L akeCenterDistrictET A -R etailInventory -2013

P repared fortheCity ofP ortage,M ichigan

Business/R etailerN am e Category M ainCorridor

Kalam azooChoppers AutoDealer-M otorcycle P ortageR d.

DealsU nlim ited,Inc. AutoDealer-U sed P ortageR d.

T rainBarn& Hobby S hop;M useum hobby -trains S prinkleR d.

L &JHobbies Hobby -trains P ortageR d.

Hobby-S ports.com Hobby -radiocontrolled P ortageR d.

Bicycles,scooters,club cars,skateboards S portingGoods-Variety L akeCenterDistrict

R W R Bait& T ackle S portingGoods-Bait P ortageR d.

DoubleL Bait& T ackle S portingGoods-Bait Vicksburg

S om ethingforAllS easons(reopen) S m allEngineR epairs P ortageR d.-S outh

BillsS ound Center(retailspace) stereoequipm ent

R & N Buggy & T ruck Autom otiveS upply S prinkleR d.

AutoValue Autom otiveS upply P ortageR d.-N orth

N apaAutoP arts Autom otiveS upply E.CentreAve.

VintageBoatS how room M arine L akeCenterDistrict

O utboard M otorM useum M arine L akeCenterDistrict

T heEdge/BoatCity M arine,Inc. M arine P ortageR d.

DocksU nlim ited M arine P ortageR d.

L ifts,L adders,and Docks M arine S prinkleR d.

T heEdge,Inc.HondaM arine M arine P ortageR d.

L istsarenotintendedtobeall-inclusive,andm ay beonly 80% to90% com pleteand

accurate.O m issionsareunintentional.S trategy recom m endationsareshow ningreenfont.

"(retailspace)"indicatesexistingbusinessesw ithaddressesthatappeartoberesidential

neighborhoods.Inventoriesandstrategy preparedby L andU se|U S A;N ovem ber2013.
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Lake Center District ETA - Retail Inventory - 2013

Prepared for the City of Portage, Michigan

Business/Retailer Name Category Main Corridor

Liberty Square Furniture Furniture Portage Rd.

Seat n Sleep Furniture Sprinkle Rd.

Halls Closets & More Home Furnishings Portage Rd.

Consigned Design Antiques, Home Décor Home Furnishings Portage Rd.

Right Way Rental Hardware Portage Rd.

Nelson Hardware Hardware Portage Rd.

Kitchen Cabinet Showroom Home Improvement Portage Rd.

Powers Total Bath Remodeling Home Improvement Portage Rd.

Precision Windows Home Improvement Portage Rd.

Portage Flooring Home Improvement Portage Rd.

Aqua Plumbing Services Home Improvement Portage Rd.

BAM Heating & Cooling Home Improvement Cox Dr.

Sackett's Fireplace Home Improvement Sprinkle Rd.

Fox Brothers Co. Doors Home Improvement Sprinkle Rd.

Michigan Swim Pool Home Improvement Portage Rd. - North

Roodbergen Pools & Spa Home Improvement Portage Rd. - North

B & D Flooring Home Improvement Lakeview Dr.

Lists are not intended to be all-inclusive, and may be only 80% to 90% complete and

accurate. Omissions are unintentional. Strategy recommendations are shown in green font.

"(retail space)" indicates existing businesses with addresses that appear to be residential

neighborhoods. Inventories and strategy prepared by LandUse|USA; November 2013.
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L akeCenterDistrictET A -R etailInventory -2013

P repared fortheCity ofP ortage,M ichigan

Business/R etailerN am e Category M ainCorridor

W irelessT elecom m unications Electronics P ortageR d.

U niqueP hone-S creenR epair Electronics P ortageR d.

L akeCenterCom puters Electronics P ortageR d.

W estM ichiganT V S ervice Electronics P ortageR d.

H & B M arket Grocery P ortageR d.

L akeshoreFreshM arket Grocery S prinkleR d.

W estlakeDrug P harm acy P ortageR d.

GreenEarthHydroponic P harm acy P ortageR d.

CentreS treetM arket(closed) Convenience E.CentreAve.

Country Food & Beverage Convenience Vicksburg

S prinkleBeerM art Convenience S prinkleR d.

O ntheW ings Convenience P ortageR d.-N orth

L over'sL aneM art Convenience E.CentreAve.

S w eetConvenienceFood S tore Convenience,L iquor E.CentreAve.

GourdneckL akeM arket Convenience,L iquor P ortageR d.-S outh

Daane'sBeer,W ine,S pirits Convenience,L iquor P ortageR d.

L istsarenotintendedtobeall-inclusive,andm ay beonly 80% to90% com pleteand

accurate.O m issionsareunintentional.S trategy recom m endationsareshow ningreenfont.

"(retailspace)"indicatesexistingbusinessesw ithaddressesthatappeartoberesidential

neighborhoods.Inventoriesandstrategy preparedby L andU se|U S A;N ovem ber2013.
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Lake Center District ETA - Retail Inventory - 2013

Prepared for the City of Portage, Michigan

Business/Retailer Name Category Main Corridor

Johnny Mac’s (retail space) Apparel - sports Equestrian Dr.

Back of the Net Sports Apparel - sports Sprinkle Rd.

CNT's Racewear Apparel - sports Portage Rd.

Salvation Army Thrift Store Apparel - Resale Portage Rd. - North

Nail Salon Personal Care - nails Portage Rd.

Vallar Nail Salon Personal Care - nails Centre Ave.

A-Kay's Creative Hair Designs Personal Care - hair Portage Rd.

Shear Reflection Salon Personal Care - hair Portage Rd.

Abstract Salon & Spa Personal Care - hair Portage Rd.

Professional Hair Design Personal Care - hair Portage Rd.

First Image Ink Personal Care - ink Sprinkle Rd.

Coronet Hair, Body, Tanning Personal Care - tanning Portage Rd.

Note: personal care excludes massage therapy and chirporactic services.

Pet Boarding and Retreat Pets - care Portage Rd.

Lakeview Animal Hospital Pets - care Portage Rd.

Wiggles, Waggles & Tails Pets - care Portage Rd.

Portage Animal Hospital Pets - care Portage Rd.

Dogs by Design Pets - grooming Portage Rd.

Angie's Groom Room Pets - grooming Portage Rd.

Lists are not intended to be all-inclusive, and may be only 80% to 90% complete and

accurate. Omissions are unintentional. Strategy recommendations are shown in green font.

"(retail space)" indicates existing businesses with addresses that appear to be residential

neighborhoods. Inventories and strategy prepared by LandUse|USA; November 2013.
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L akeCenterDistrictET A -R etailInventory -2013

P repared fortheCity ofP ortage,M ichigan

Business/R etailerN am e Category M ainCorridor

CordiesAlterations(retailspace) alterations,laundrom at O aksideS t.

P ortageCleaners& L aundry L aundry & Alterations P ortageR d.

Early Am ericaEnterprises(retailspace) Crafts M andigoAve.

M ad Hatter’sL eatherS hop(retailspace) alterations,livery P ortageR d.

W ools,Yarns,O rganicCraftS upplies Crafts,internetbusiness P ortageR d.

Q uilting,scrapbooking,craftroom S upplies,classes P ortageR d.

T heBeadingBar Crafts P ortageR d.

Field'sFabrics Crafts P ortageR d.-N orth

T heS cienceofS ix S tring(retailspace) m usiclessons,store CentreAve.

David CookP hotography (retailspace) photography W estnedgeAve.-S outh

Captured inT im eP hotography (retailspace)photography O sterhoutAve.

M ainS treetP ortraits photography CentreAve.

AvalonBookshop Books P ortageR d.

Canoe/Kayak,JetS ki,P ontoonR ental Entertainm ent L akeCenterDistrict

L azerCenter(reopen) Entertainm ent L akeCenterDistrict

Airw ay FunCenter Entertainm ent P ortageR d.-N orth

AirZoo Entertainm ent P ortageR d.-N orth

GreatS kateR ollerR ink Entertainm ent P ortageR d.-S outh

JungleJoe'sFam ily FunCtr. Entertainm ent-bounce S prinkleR d.

L istsarenotintendedtobeall-inclusive,andm ay beonly 80% to90% com pleteand

accurate.O m issionsareunintentional.S trategy recom m endationsareshow ningreenfont.

"(retailspace)"indicatesexistingbusinessesw ithaddressesthatappeartoberesidential

neighborhoods.Inventoriesandstrategy preparedby L andU se|U S A;N ovem ber2013.
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Lake Center District ETA - Retail Inventory - 2013

Prepared for the City of Portage, Michigan

Business/Retailer Name Category Main Corridor

DJ ILLMixx DJ Music Services Centre Ave.

Powermix Productions Mobile DJ Music Services Sprinkle Ave. - South

Kalamazoo Music DJ Music Services Osterhout Ave.

Bart's Banners & Signs Marketing Portage Rd.

Printing Services Marketing Sprinkle Rd.

Total Media Group Marketing Cox Dr.

Howard Printing Marketing Sprinkle Rd.

A 1 Signs Marketing Portage Rd. - North

Production Screen Printing Marketing Portage Rd.

Fitness Center with Weights Fitness - weights Portage Rd.

Academy of Arts & Dance (reopen) Fitness - dance, yoga Portage Rd.

Repetitions Gym Fitness - weights Centre Ave.

Walker's Tae Kwon Do Academy Fitness - martial arts Portage Rd.

Southside DoJo Martial Arts Club Fitness - martial arts Portage Rd.

Polderman's Florist Florist Portage Rd.

Key Blooms, Inc. Florist Vicksburg

Days Inn & Suites Hotel Portage Rd. - North

Country Inn & Suites Carslon Hotel Portage Rd. - North

Lists are not intended to be all-inclusive, and may be only 80% to 90% complete and

accurate. Omissions are unintentional. Strategy recommendations are shown in green font.

"(retail space)" indicates existing businesses with addresses that appear to be residential

neighborhoods. Inventories and strategy prepared by LandUse|USA; November 2013.
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L akeCenterDistrictET A -R etailInventory -2013

P repared fortheCity ofP ortage,M ichigan

Business/R etailerN am e Category M ainCorridor

L aw n& GardenEquipm entDealer L aw n& Garden P ortageAve.

GardenP artners(retailspace) GardenCenter CentreAve.-East

N ashP roducts,P estControl L aw n& Garden Vicksburg

O rkinP est& T erm iteControl L aw n& Garden S prinkleR d.

ArcherP estControl L aw n& Garden P ortageR d.-N orth

Earth-W orksL aw n& L andscape L aw n& Garden P ortageR d.

T acosand AuthenticHispanic R estaurant-Hispanic P ortageR d.

ChicagoS tyleP izza(seasonal) R estaurant-Italian P ortageR d.-S outh

CallahansFam ily R estaurant R estaurant-Am erican P ortageR d.-N orth

Bucky'sCafé& Catering R estaurant-Am erican P ortageR d.

Daily Grind Café R estaurant-Am erican P ortageR d.

Kap'sKitchen R estaurant-Am erican P ortageR d.

R JS portsBar& Grill R estaurant-Am erican P ortageR d.

T heo& S tacy's R estaurant-Am erican P ortageR d.-N orth

Joy FongR estaurant R estaurant-Asian P ortageR d.

Erbelli'sGourm etP izzeria R estaurant-Italian P ortageR d.

BeaconClub M em bersClub R estaurant-U pscale P ortageR d.-N orth

L istsarenotintendedtobeall-inclusive,andm ay beonly 80% to90% com pleteand

accurate.O m issionsareunintentional.S trategy recom m endationsareshow ningreenfont.

"(retailspace)"indicatesexistingbusinessesw ithaddressesthatappeartoberesidential

neighborhoods.Inventoriesandstrategy preparedby L andU se|U S A;N ovem ber2013.
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L akeCenterDistrictET A -R etailInventory -2013

P repared fortheCity ofP ortage,M ichigan

Business/R etailerN am e Category M ainCorridor

CallahansFam ily R estaurant R estaurant-Am erican othercom petition

BD'sM ongolianBarbeque R estaurant-Asian othercom petition

BravoR estaurant& Café R estaurant-Italian othercom petition

Angelo'sItalianEatery R estaurant-Italian othercom petition

Carrabba'sItalianGrill R estaurant-Italian othercom petition

N oodles& Co. R estaurant-Italian othercom petition

O lga'sKitchen R estaurant-Italian othercom petition

O liveGarden R estaurant-Italian othercom petition

L ongJohnS ilver's R estaurant-S eafood othercom petition

R ed L obster R estaurant-S eafood othercom petition

Chili'sGrill& Bar R estaurant-S outhern othercom petition

Brann'sS teakhouse& Grille R estaurant-S teaks othercom petition

L ogan'sR oadhouse R estaurant-S teaks othercom petition

T acoBob's R estaurant-FastFood S prinkleR d.

S ubw ay R estaurants R estaurant-FastFood E.CentreAve.

Arby's R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

BurgerKing R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

Kentucky Fried Chicken R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

M cDonald's(4) R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

T acoBell(2) R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

W endy's R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

W estlakeDrive-in(closed) R estaurant-FastFood othercom petition

L istsarenotintendedtobeall-inclusive,andm ay beonly 80% to90% com pleteand

accurate.O m issionsareunintentional.S trategy recom m endationsareshow ningreenfont.

"(retailspace)"indicatesexistingbusinessesw ithaddressesthatappeartoberesidential

neighborhoods.Inventoriesandstrategy preparedby L andU se|U S A;N ovem ber2013.
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L akeCenterDistrictET A -R etailInventory -2013

P repared fortheCity ofP ortage,M ichigan

Business/R etailerN am e Category M ainCorridor

N icklesCupcakes,specialoccasioncakes S pecialty -Bakery L akeCenterDistrict

VintageGasS tation-candy store S pecialty -S w eets L akeCenterDistrict

YouzGuysS ausageCo. S pecialty -M eats P ortageR d.

Canary GiftS hop& P asties(retailspace) S pecialty -P asties P ortageR d.

ElDoradoCafé(closed) S pecialty -Café P ortageR d.

Country M aid Bakery (closed) S pecialty -Bakery P ortageR d.

Cateringby Daane's S pecialty -Catering other

P ureT obaccoS upplies S pecialty -T obacco P ortageR d.

Brew T im eBeverage(closed) S pecialty -Beverage P ortageR d.-S outh

W estlakeDrugS odaFountain S pecialty -IceCream P ortageR d.

Y'O paFrozenYogurt S pecialty -IceCream E.CentreAve.

Dairy Q ueen S pecialty -IceCream E.CentreAve.

CruiseConnections T ravelAgent P ortageR d.

L istsarenotintendedtobeall-inclusive,andm ay beonly 80% to90% com pleteand

accurate.O m issionsareunintentional.S trategy recom m endationsareshow ningreenfont.

"(retailspace)"indicatesexistingbusinessesw ithaddressesthatappeartoberesidential

neighborhoods.Inventoriesandstrategy preparedby L andU se|U S A;N ovem ber2013.
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L akeCenterEffectiveT radeArea(ET A)

Com paredtotheCity ofP ortageandKalam azooCounty,M ichigan

Dem ographicVariables

Kalam azoo

County

City of

P ortage

L ake

Center

ET A

P opulation(#)

2000 238,603 44,982 16,055

2010 250,331 46,292 17,908

2013 254,237 47,050 18,227

2018 262,512 48,348 19,195

c.a.r.2000 -2010 0.5% 0.3% 1.1%

c.a.r.2010 -2013 0.5% 0.5% 0.6%

c.a.r.2013 -2018 0.6% 0.5% 1.0%

P erCapitaIncom e

2000 $21,739 $25,382 $26,190

2010 $25,198 $28,914 $29,833

2013 $27,010 $30,755 $31,727

2018 $31,040 $35,016 $35,849

c.a.r.2000 -2010 1.5% 1.3% 1.3%

c.a.r.2010 -2013 2.3% 2.1% 2.1%

c.a.r.2013 -2018 2.8% 2.6% 2.5%

c.a.r.indicatescom poundannualrate.

S ource:DecennialCensusandP opS tatsprovidedby Alteryx and

Dem ographicsN ow ;analysisandexhibitpreparedby L andU se|U S A;

N ovem ber2013.
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P opS tats)w ithrefinem entby L andU se|U S A;S eptem ber2013.
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Sharon
Text Box
Exhibit C.8



$2,028.1

$1,509.5

$910.6 $858.4

$394.2 $368.7

$180.9

$0.0

$500.0

$1,000.0

$1,500.0

$2,000.0

$2,500.0

$3,000.0

K
en

t
C

o
.

W
ash

ten
aw

C
o

.

In
gh

am
C

o
.

K
alam

azo
o

C
o

.

C
alh

o
u

n
C

o
.

Eato
n

C
o

.

C
ity

o
f

P
o

rtage

G
A

F
Exp

en
d

itu
re

Po
ten

tial($
M

il.)

Estim atedGAFExpenditureP otential($M il.)
S elected P rim ary CountiesinM ichigan

W ithKalamazooCounty -2013
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P opS tats)w ithrefinem entby L andU se|U S A;S eptem ber2013.GAFindicatestheresidentexpenditure
potentialonretailcategoriesthatincludeGeneralM erchandise(G),Apparel(A),andFurniture(F).
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L akeCenterEffectiveT radeArea(ET A)

Com paredtotheCity ofP ortageandKalam azooCounty,M ichigan

Dem ographicVariables

Kalam azoo

County

City of

P ortage

L ake

Center

ET A

M edianAgeofP opulation 34.1 38.2 42.3

L ifestyleClusters(P opulation#)

E20 N oP laceL ikeHom e 14,818 6,774 5,392

C11 AgingofAquarius 20,192 4,598 3,622

E21 U nspoiledS plendor 20,391 0 3,474

J34 AginginP lace 8,938 6,377 1,720

J36 S ettledandS ensible 12,407 1,508 1,508

B08BabiesandBliss 3,697 1,327 1,327

I30 S tockcarsandS tateP arks 19,607 0 1,184

C14 Boom ersandBoom erangs 17,664 6,057 0

B09 Fam ily Fun-tastic 12,847 4,638 0

I31 BlueCollarCom fort 9,001 3,962 0

F23 Fam iliesM atterM ost 5,525 3,690 0

B07GenerationalS oup 2,003 2,003 0

O 54 S trivingS ingleS cene 8,398 1,667 0

Q 62 R eapingR ew ards 1,527 1,527 0

M 45 DiapersandDebitCards 8,283 1,150 0

R 67HopeforT om orrow 6,109 900 0

K40 Bohem ianGroove 12,134 872 0

c.a.r.indicatescom poundannualrate.

S ource:DecennialCensusandP opS tatsprovidedby Alteryx and

Dem ographicsN ow ;analysisandexhibitpreparedby L andU se|U S A;

N ovem ber2013.
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L akeCenterEffectiveT radeArea(ET A)

Com paredtotheCity ofP ortageandKalam azooCounty,M ichigan

Dem ographicVariables

Kalam azoo

County

City of

P ortage

L ake

Center

ET A

L ifestyleClusters(P opulation% )

E20 N oP laceL ikeHom e 5.8% 14.4% 29.6%

C11 AgingofAquarius 7.9% 9.8% 19.9%

E21 U nspoiledS plendor 8.0% 0.0% 19.1%

J34 AginginP lace 3.5% 13.6% 9.4%

J36 S ettledandS ensible 4.9% 3.2% 8.3%

B08BabiesandBliss 1.5% 2.8% 7.3%

I30 S tockcarsandS tateP arks 7.7% 0.0% 6.5%

C14 Boom ersandBoom erangs 6.9% 12.9% 0.0%

B09 Fam ily Fun-tastic 5.1% 9.9% 0.0%

I31 BlueCollarCom fort 3.5% 8.4% 0.0%

F23 Fam iliesM atterM ost 2.2% 7.8% 0.0%

B07GenerationalS oup 0.8% 4.3% 0.0%

O 54 S trivingS ingleS cene 3.3% 3.5% 0.0%

Q 62 R eapingR ew ards 0.6% 3.2% 0.0%

M 45 DiapersandDebitCards 3.3% 2.4% 0.0%

R 67HopeforT om orrow 2.4% 1.9% 0.0%

K40 Bohem ianGroove 4.8% 1.9% 0.0%

c.a.r.indicatescom poundannualrate.

S ource:DecennialCensusandP opS tatsprovidedby Alteryx and

Dem ographicsN ow ;analysisandexhibitpreparedby L andU se|U S A;

N ovem ber2013.
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L akeCenterEffectiveT radeArea(ET A)

Com paredtotheCity ofP ortageandKalam azooCounty,M ichigan

Dem ographicVariables

Kalam azoo

County

City of

P ortage

L ake

Center

ET A

L ifestyleClusters(P opulation#)

O 53 CollegesandCafes 22,743 0 0

L 42 R ootedFlow erP ow er 7,648 0 0

D15 S portsU tility Fam ilies 7,245 0 0

O 52 U rbanAm bition 6,060 0 0

S 69 S oulS urvivors 5,913 0 0

Q 65 S eniorDiscounts 4,271 0 0

O 50 FullS team Ahead 3,018 0 0

R 66 DaretoDream 2,351 0 0

N 48GospelandGrits 1,989 0 0

A02 P latinum P rosperity 1,368 0 0

S 71 HardT im es 1,311 0 0

P 56 R ollingtheDice 1,241 0 0

S 68S m allT ow nS hallow P ockets 1,210 0 0

Q 64 T ow nElders 1,153 0 0

N 47CountrifiedP ragm atics 908 0 0

L 43 Hom em adeHappiness 863 0 0

O 51 DigitalDependents 656 0 0

M 44 R ed,W hiteandBluegrass 588 0 0

U 99 U nclassified 160 0 0

c.a.r.indicatescom poundannualrate.

S ource:DecennialCensusandP opS tatsprovidedby Alteryx and

Dem ographicsN ow ;analysisandexhibitpreparedby L andU se|U S A;

N ovem ber2013.
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8 (+ AKZZRKJ!GTJ!AKTY OHRK >RJKX"!S OJJRK#IRGY Y !GTJ!KS VZ_#TKY ZOTM !IU[ VRKY !GTJ!Y OTM RKY !OT!IOZ_!TKOM NHUXNUUJY

9 BNL SNKNHFSX!BNSL QJW
< NIIQJ#FL JI!W NSL QJW !FSI!W TR J!HTY UQJW !JFVSNSL !R NI#W HFQJ!NSHTR JW !

W Y UUTVXNSL !FHXNZJ!HNX]!W X]QJW !TK!QNZNSL

9 (, D OXKJ!LUX!A[ IIKY Y FU[ TM "!S OJ# Y IGRK!Y OTM RKY !GTJ!IU[ VRKY !RO\OTM !Y UIOGRR_#GIZO\K!IOZ_!RO\KY

9 (- 5 UZNGS !0RKTJ
< Ô !UL!S OJJRK#GM KJ!GTJ!S OJJRK#IRGY Y !Y OTM RKY !GTJ!IU[ VRKY !RO\OTM ![ XHGT!!
=K] !FUXQ !1OZ_#GXKG!ROLKY Z_RKY

9 (. < KZXU!4[ Y OUT 3ZNTOIGRR_#JO\KXY K"!S OJJRK#GM KJ!Y OTM RKY !RO\OTM ![ XHGT!GIZO\K!ROLKY Z_RKY
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; )' @UUZKJ!4RU] KX!?U] KX
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GTJ!GVVXUGINOTM !XKZOXKS KTZ
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@+' @KGVOTM !@K] GXJY @KRĜ KJ"!XKZOXKJ!IU[ VRKY !GTJ!] OJU] KJ!OTJO\OJ[ GRY !OT!Y [ H[ XHGT!NUS KY !RO\OTM !W[ OKZ!RO\KY

@+( 4UUZRUUY K!GTJ!4GS OR_!4XKK 3RJKXR_!IU[ VRKY !GTJ!] OJU] KJ!OTJO\OJ[ GRY !RO\OTM !GIZO\K!GTJ!IUS LUXZGHRK!ROLKY Z_RKY
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