
FINAL AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF PORTAGE 

March 27, 2012 
 

7:30 p.m. Call to Order. 

  Invocation:  Mr. Ravi Akkoor of the Hindu Community of Kalamazoo. 

  Pledge of Allegiance. 

  Roll Call. 

  Proclamations:   
               

A. Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 13, 2012. 

 * B.  Approval of Consent Agenda Motions. 

 * C. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Accounts Payable Register 
of March 27, 2012, as presented. 

 
D. Public Hearings:   
 
 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council convene the public hearing on the 

vacation of a portion of 7130 South Westnedge Avenue and, subsequent to closing the public hearing, take 
action to vacate this property and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action on 
behalf of the city. 

  
E. Petitions and Statements of Citizens: 

 
F. Reports from the Administration: 

 
  * 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council: 
    a. accept Rezoning Application #11-02 for first reading and set a public hearing for April 24, 2012; and 
    b. subsequent to the public hearing, consider approving Rezoning Application #11-02 and rezone the southern

 539.5 feet of 1106 West Centre Avenue to OS-1, office service, while keeping the remainder of the property
 zoned RM-2, multiple family residential, and R-1B, one family residential. 

 
  * 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council establish a public hearing for April 24, 
    2012, to consider resolutions to: 

a. adopt the recommendation that the sewer commodity rate remain $4.81 per 1,000 gallons of metered water; 
b. adopt a water commodity rate increase from $3.10 to $3.19 per 1,000 gallons of metered water; 
c. adopt the recommendation that adjustments be made to both the sewer and water base quarterly charges; 
d. adopt the recommendation that the new rates become effective on October 1, 2012; and 
e. adopt the recommended water and sewer franchise area fees and other service fees and charges as outlined 

     in the 2012 Utility Rate Financial Study. 
 
  * 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt a resolution allowing the Portage 

Department of Public Safety Fire Division to participate in the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) and 
authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action on behalf of the city. 

 
  * 4. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council support the re-establishment of the 
    Romence Road East project (Portage Road to Sprinkle Road) in the 2011-12 Major Street Reconstruction 
    Program and the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 2011-14 Transportation Improvement Plan. 
 
  * 5. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council authorize the City Manager to provide 

an equity adjustment to Department Head and full time Non-union employees.  
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* 6. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council resolve to support a Recreation 
  Passport Grant application to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for Westfield Park Playground 
  renovations and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to the action on behalf of the city. 
 
* 7. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council resolve to submit an application to the 
  Michigan Liquor Control Commission for a Special License for the sale of beer and wine for consumption on the
  premises at Portage Central Park, 7800 Shaver Road, for The Taste of Portage on June 23, 2012, and authorize 
  the City Manager to execute all documents on behalf of the city. 

 
* 8. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Final Plan for Alkhamis 
  Financial, 7900 Kirkland Court. 
 
* 9. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council establish April 17 and May 1 from 
  4:30 to 8:30 p.m. for review of the proposed Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget. 
 
* 10. Communication from the City Clerk regarding the February 28, 2012 Presidential Primary Election Results 
  – Information Only. 
 
* 11. Communication from the City Manager regarding the February 2012 Summary Environmental Activity Report 
  − Information Only. 

 
* 12. Department Monthly Reports. 

 
G. Communications:  

 
   1. Report from the Water and Sewer Rate Committee. 

 
H. Unfinished Business: 

 
 * I. Minutes of Boards and Commissions Meetings:  
 

1. Portage Park Board of February 1, 2012. 
2. Portage Human Services Board of February 2, 2012. 
3. Portage Environmental Board of February 8, 2012. 
4. Portage Zoning Board of Appeals of February 13, 2012. 
5. Portage Youth Advisory Committee of February 20, 2012.   
6. Portage Planning Commission of March 1, 2012. 

 
J. Ad-Hoc Committee Reports: 

 
1. Communication from the members of the City Council City-School Committee recommending that the 
 Portage City Council, Portage Public School Board and the Portage District Library Board approve the next
 step with the publication of Top 10 Reasons listing. 

 
2. Presentation from Councilmember Ed Sackley regarding an update on the recent activity of the City Council
 Sign Ordinance Committee. 
 
3. Presentation from Councilmember Terry Urban regarding an update on the recent activity of the City Council
 Ethics/Rules/Procedures Committee. 

 
K. New Business:   
 
L. Bid Tabulations: 

 
  M. Other City Matters: 

1. Statements of Citizens. 
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2. From City Council and City Manager. 

  * 3. Reminder of Meetings:  
a. Thursday, March 28, 6:00 p.m., Human Services Board, City Hall Room #1. 
b. Wednesday, April 4, 8:15 a.m., Historic District Commission, City Hall Room #2. 
c. Wednesday, April 4, 6:30 p.m., Park Board, Schrier Park. 
d. Thursday, April 5, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commission, Council Chambers. 
e. Monday, April 9, 6:30 p.m., Youth Advisory Committee, City Hall Room #1. 
f. Monday, April 9, 7:00 p.m., Zoning Board of Appeals, Council Chambers. 
 

N.   Materials Transmitted of March 9, 2012. 

   Adjournment. 
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