
FINAL AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF PORTAGE 
September 25, 2012 

 

7:30 p.m. Call to Order. 

  Invocation:   

  Pledge of Allegiance. 

  Roll Call. 

  Proclamation: 

A. Approval of the Special and Regular Meeting Minutes of September 11, 2012. 

 * B.  Approval of Consent Agenda Motions. 

 * C. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Accounts Payable Register 
of September 25, 2012, as presented. 

D. Public Hearings:   
 
E. Petitions and Statements of Citizens: 

F. Reports from the Administration: 
 
  * 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the City of Kalamazoo – City 

of Portage Water Supply Agreement and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of the city. 
 
  * 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council amend the General Appropriations Act 

(budget) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013, for the total amount of $3,388,773.38. 
 
  * 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council: 
    a. accept the order of the Construction Board of Appeals to demolish the pole barn and accessory loading dock

 at 1518 East Centre Avenue; and 
    b. authorize the City Administration to take the necessary action to demolish the pole barn and accessory

 loading dock at 1518 East Centre Avenue, place a lien and assess the property to recover the costs
 associated with demolition consistent with the ordinance. 

 
  * 4. Communication from the Mayor recommending that City Council appoint a City Council 50th Anniversary 

Committee to consider additional suggested activities and events from Advisory Board and Commissions and 
Portage residents and present the additional suggested activities and events to the City Council no later than 
October 23, 2012. 

 
  * 5. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council establish Friday, November 16, 2012, 

as the date of the 2012 City Council Goal Setting Session. 
 
* 6. Communication from the City Manager regarding donation boxes – Information Only. 
 
* 7. Communication from the City Manager regarding the August 2012 Summary Environmental Activity Report - 
  Information Only. 
 
* 8. Department Monthly Reports. 
 
G. Communications: 
 

1.  Annual Presentation by Senior Citizen Advisory Board Vice-Chairperson Lawrence Smith.  
 

H. Unfinished Business: 
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 * I. Minutes of Boards and Commissions Meetings:  
 

1. Portage Human Services Board of August 2, 2012. 
2. Portage Zoning Board of Appeals of August 13, 2012. 
3. Portage Planning Commission of August 16 and September 6, 2012. 

 
J. Ad-Hoc Committee Reports: 
 

1. Sign Committee Report. 
2. Business and the City of Portage Report. 

   
K. New Business:   
 
L. Bid Tabulations: 
 
* 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the lease of 141 Lenovo 

replacement computers and peripheral equipment from Capital Advantage Leasing of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, at a total lease price of $106,286.40 for a three year period and authorize the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to this action on behalf of the city. 

 
* 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve an annual licensing and 

software maintenance services agreement with SunGard, Incorporated, at a total cost of $66,338 and authorize 
the City Manager to execute all documents related to this agreement on behalf of the city. 

 
* 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council accept the quote submitted by Bell 

Equipment of Lake Orion, Michigan, in the amount of $25,500 for rental of two Whirlwind vacuum sweepers 
for the Fall Leaf Pickup Program and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to this 
action on behalf of the city. 

 
  M. Other City Matters: 

1. Statements of Citizens. 

2. From City Council and City Manager. 

  * 3. Reminder of Meetings:  

a. Thursday, September 27, 4:30 p.m., Public Media Network Board of Directors, 359 South Kalamazoo 
Mall, 3rd Floor, Kalamazoo. 

b. Wednesday, October 3, 8:15 a.m., Historic District Commission, City Hall Room #2. 
c. Thursday, October 4, 6:30 p.m., Human Services Board, City Hall Room #1. 
d. Thursday, October 4, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commission, Council Chambers. 
e. Monday, October 8, 6:30 p.m., Youth Advisory Committee, City Hall Room #1. 
f. Monday, October 8, 7:00 p.m., Zoning Board of Appeals, Council Chambers. 
g. Tuesday, October 9, 5:15 p.m., City Council Special Meeting to Interview Board and Commission 

Applicants, City Hall Room #1. 

N.   Materials Transmitted of September 11, 2012. 

   Adjournment. 

































































I PO Number I Vendor Name 
56970 FLETCHER ENTERPR 
58226 MUNICIPAL CODE C 
57013 HOME DEPOT 
57785 EMPLOYMENT GROUP 
55144 FLETCHER ENTERPR 
58416 CITY OF PORTAGE 
57016 CAMPBELL AUTO SU 
58231 VERIZON WIRELESS 
57787 WEST SHORE SERVI 
58417 CITY OF PORTAGE 
57823 DELL MARKETING 
58418 CITY OF PORTAGE 
58368 AUTOMATIC MICROF 
58238 FELDER COMMUNICA 
57831 PROFESSIONAL TREE 
58433 CITY OF PORTAGE 
58281 CITY OF PORTAGE 
57846 CARLETON EQUIPME 
58256 J J KELLER & ASS 
58301 WASHCO, LLC 
58315 A-1 SIGNS 
58370 AUTOMATIC MICROF 
58434 CITY OF PORTAGE 
58317 MIDWEST CUSTOM 
58322 KENT COMPANIES, 
58347 SHULTS EQUIPMENT 
57853 SARCOM, INC 
58353 ALLEGRA PRINT 
55154 NEW FRESH CLEANI 
58365 NIEWOONDER & SON 
58265 NYE UNIFORMS 
57872 TECHNOLOGY SOLUT 
58374 J & J LAWN SERVI 
58379 AUTOMATIC MICROF 
58382 WEST SHORE SERVI 
58388 PEERLESS, INC. 
57874 WOOD PLUMBING LL 
58389 KUIPER BROTHERS 
58273 LANDS END 
58402 SHULTS EQUIPMENT 
58408 LIFEGUARD STORE 
57898 AMERICAN SAFETY 
58275 SARCOM, INC 
57902 MEJEUR ELECTRIC 
59051 STATE SYSTEMS 
59052 AT & T 
57903 TERRA liS, LLC 
57906 IYETEK LLC 
57925 ARBANAS ENTERPRI 
57946 O'BOYLE-COLWELL 

I PO Carry Forward I 
150.00 
260.00 
196.51 
349.29 
140.00 

71,453.05 
78.38 

1,342.44 
9,430.00 

78,500.00 
513.97 

80,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,500.00 
1,075.00 

280,411.00 
66,320.00 

525.00 
602.00 
800.00 
167.80 

1,800.00 
210,000.00 

208.00 
525.00 

1,760.40 
62.43 

900.00 
804.00 

2,242.95 
1,377.80 
2,458.50 

400.00 
1,250.00 

11,556.00 
110.00 
123.50 
178.00 
406.87 

1,760.40 
200.00 

88.75 
684.00 
500.00 

2,976.60 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

698.00 
600.00 

2,120.00 

3,388,773.38 



CITY OF PORTAGE COMMUNICATION 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council DATE: September 17,2012 

FROM: Maurice S. Evans, City Manager ~ 
SUBJECT: Construction Board of Appeals Raze Order- 1518 East Centre A venue 

ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council: 
a. accept the order of the Construction Board of Appeals to 

demolish the pole bam and accessory loading dock at 1518 East 
Centre A venue; and 

b. authorize the City Administration to take the necessary action to 
demolish the pole bam and accessory loading dock at 1518 East 
Centre A venue, place a lien and assess the property to recover the 
costs associated with demolition consistent with the ordinance. 

The continued deterioration and property maintenance concerns associated with the vacant pole bam 
and loading dock at 1518 East Centre A venue are in need of corrective action. Complaints have been 
received from the neighborhood regarding the condition of the property. The parcel is currently bank
owned and city remediation efforts with the property owner have been unsuccessful to date. 

Information from Co'mmunity Development Director Georgeau is attached regarding the Construction 
Board of Appeals order that the vacant pole bam and loading dock be demolished. The property owner 
has been notified of the unsafe structure and show cause proceedings before the Construction Board of 
Appeals. If City Council approves the demolition order and authorizes the City Administration to take 
the necessary action to raze the pole bam and loading dock, the cost of the demolition and site 
restoration will be placed as a lien against the real property and reported to the City Assessor and 
Finance Director to assess the costs of the demolition against the property. If not paid, the cost will be 
added to the tax roll and collected consistent with the ordinance. 

The pole bam and loading dock remain in disrepair, continue to deteriorate and create a negative 
impact on the surrounding area. It is recommended that City Council approve the Construction Board 
of Appeals order and authorize the City Administration to take necessary actions to raze the structures. 

Attachments: September 17, 2012 Communication from the Community Development Department 































































Garden Lane Arsenic Removal 
Facility 

Environmental Incident/Spill 
Clean Up Notification 

Plan to implement and maintain an 
Illicit Discharge Elimination 
Program (IDEP). 

Storm Sewer Outfall Testing 

Construction of a water treatment 
facility at the Garden Lane 
Wellfield to remove arsenic, iron 
and manganese from the 
groundwater. 

Environmental Protection Program to 
assist Portage Police/Fire Departments 

pending. 

-On October 21, 2001, City Council awarded a contract to Fishbeck, Thompson, 
Carr and Huber for the Portage Creek element of the IDEP, which was 
completed in July 2002. On February 19, 2002, City Council approved a new 
ordinance as required by the NPDES permit titled "Storm Water Illicit 
Discharges and Connections". On April 28, 2004, City Council accepted a grant 
from the State of Michigan in the amount of $152,264 and awarded a contract to 
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber in the amount of $184,264 for the 
remainder of the IDEP for the entire city. Program implementation is ongoing as 
funding allows. Continued outfall sampling is required by permit and will be 
budgeted accordingly. IDEP program was updated for submittal to MDNRE on 
June 25,2010, and part of the SWIPPI. Implementation is ongoing. 

On March 23, 2011 City Council awarded a four year contract to Wightman 
Environmental to perform testing of (selected storm sewers). Surface water 
discharges. This work is required as part of the NPDES permit. 2011 annual 
report received with minor surface water impacts from the Woodland Avenue 
discharge. Testing will continue in November 2012 and June 2013. Testing 
results are reported to MDEQ. 

-City Council approved an agreement with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, 
Inc. on January 10, 2006 to prepare a feasibility study to meet new US EPA 
arsenic standards for drinking water. Feasibility study completed in August 
2006. Engineering proposals for the project were received August 14, 2007. 
Project engineering awarded to Earth Tech by City Council on September 11, 
2007. Contract awarded by City Council on December16, 2008 to Adams 
Building Contractors, Inc., Jackson, Michigan. Preconstruction meeting was 
held January 29, 2009. Facility is in operation with ribbon cutting held August 
2, 2010. City staff gave a presentation on August 9, 2010 to the Michigan 
Chapter of the American Water Works Association about the arsenic removal of 
the facility. The facility is producing approximately one million gallons of water 
per day. Staff conducted a tour of the facility on April 27, 2011 to the local 
Chapter of the National Society of Professional Engineers. Facility is in regular 
operation. Plant tour for Stryker Engineering group was held on June 19, 2012. 
City Staff in conjunction with the Environmental Board is working on a 
sustainable native planting landscape design with Native Connections Inc. for 
the facility. Installation to begin in October 2012. 

-The number of environmental incident/spill investigations performed in August 
2012- 0. Number of environmental cleanups in August - 0. Emergency spill 
4 





Sign Committee of the Portage City Council 
September 17, 2012 – 3 p.m. 
Portage City Hall – Council Conference Room 
 
In attendance:  Sackley, Urban, Strazdas, Evans, Georgeau 
Meeting called to order at 3:06 by Chairman Sackley 
 
City Manger Evans reviewed the original Committee charge from the last Council retreat. 

• Clarify banner rules 
• Clarify protocols for temporary and window signs 
• User / Business friendly  

The Committee discussed the banner rules. Last year’s committee suggested banner ordinance 
changes to the City Council. The Council approved the changes. Director Georgeau indicated 
there were no appeals or concerns expressed from the business community regarding the new 
ordinances. This issue is closed; however, if there are issues expressed to the Council or this 
committee, they will be reviewed. 
 
Protocols for temporary and window signs were discuss in great detail. The committee would 
like to explore temporary sign definitions and administration enforcement actions in more detail. 
Interior window signs will involve a legal opinion by our attorney. There was a lot of discussion 
on the balance between rules, business community needs, community aesthetics and citizen 
views on this matter. This issue would be best addressed in the third committee charge. 
 
The third charge by the City Council was the user and business friendliness of the City Sign 
Ordinances. Again, there was a lot of discussion on the balance between rules, business 
community needs, community aesthetics and citizen views on this matter. The committee 
thought the best way to approach this area was to suggest the following input opportunities: 

a. Administration indicated that 5% of all sign applications involve an appeal or issue of 
concern with the sign ordinance. Administration can review all of these issues and 
cluster them by topic and prioritize them for committee review. 

b. Seek input from two advisory groups to the City Council. The Planning Commission and 
Zoning Board of Appeals have addressed sign issues for many years. They have an 
opinion on the ordinances. They can provide the Committee and Council items they 
would recommend be changed and the suggested changes. The two groups could meet 
separately, but there may be greater value if they met together to provide their prioritized 
comments and recommendations. 

c. The committee discussed how the business community and citizens have opinions on 
the balance between rules, business community needs and community aesthetics. Their 
input is critical to the Committee's recommendations to the full Council. A survey and 
input forum was discussed. The previous committee received a proposal and cost 
estimate from Dr, VanValley at WMU’s Kercher Center. The 2012 committee was 



concerned with the expense and focused more on the open forum process. However, 
using a survey will be determined by the full Council, if recommended. 

d. Recognizing the fact that our region has a national sign company and businesses that 
are involved with national franchises, the committee thought it would be appropriate to 
ask them to provide the City with future trends and best practices for community 
signage. The committee understands there are ongoing changes with sign technology 
and applications. If there are suggested changes to any sign ordinance, future trends 
should be incorporated in the discussions. 

The Committee will seek clarity on these issues from the full Council at the next City Council 
meeting. 
 
The meeting ended at 4:35 pm 
 



 
 
Committee:  Business And the City of Portage 
Patricia Randall (Chair), Elizabeth Campbell, Jim Pearson 
Date of Meeting:  September 19, 2012 
 
 
Agenda: 
 
1.  Outreach with the business community 
 
2.  Business Survey 
 
3.  Follow up  
 
Committee being proactive going forward 
 
Reaching out to small businesses in Portage thru direct contact, seeking 
feedback.  
  What are we doing well? 
  What are we doing wrong? 
  What are we not addressing at all? 
 
We are open to meeting with and listening to any business owner. Also 
networking with both Southwest Michigan First and The Chamber to help 
connect those who would like to meet with this committee.  
 
After conducting these sessions, we will compile a list of questions to survey 
Portage businesses.  With the results of this survey, we will make 
quantifiable recommendations on how we can improve both our business 
outreach and the processes that businesses go thru in the City of Portage.  
 
 
 
******Due to the scope of our goals, this sub committee would like to 
remain the same for 2013. The City Manager agreed with the importance of 
continuity with the members.    
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