
 

City Council 
 Meeting Summary 

 
 
 
 
 

April 10, 2012 
 

PROCLAMATION 
♦ Mayor Strazdas issued the Fair Housing Month 2012 Proclamation. 
 

CHECK REGISTER 
♦ Approved the Check Register of April 10, 2012, as presented. 
 

PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS OD CITIZENS 
♦ City Council received an update from State Representative Margaret O’Brien. 
 

REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
♦ Received the Presentation of the Fiscal Year 2012-13 proposed Budget from City Manager Maurice Evans. 
♦ Confirmed the appointment of Bill Deming as the Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation & Public Services. 
♦ At the request of the West Lake Improvement Association, awarded a contract for the 2012 West Lake Management 

Program to Aquatic Services, Incorporated, for lake weed treatment measures at a cost not to exceed $40,000 and 
authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action on behalf of the city. 

♦ Set a Special Meeting on Tuesday, May 8, 2012, beginning at 5:15 p.m., to interview board and commission applicants. 
♦ Received the communication from the City Manager regarding the Tree City USA Tree Planting and Proclamation as 

information only. 
 

COMMUNICATION 
♦ Received the communication from the Planning Commission regarding the City of Portage FY 2012-2022 Capital 

Improvement Program 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
♦ Established April 30, 2012 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. and May 1, 2012 from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. as the dates for review of the 

Fiscal Year 2012-2013 proposed Budget. 
♦ Received the communication from the City Manager and agreed to have a facilitator at a future workshop session to discuss 

City Council Best Practices on Formation of City Council Committees and Responsibilities. 
 

BID TABULATIONS 
♦ Awarded a contract to perform engineering services for the Centre Avenue/Portage Road Traffic Signal Interconnection 

project to Abonmarche Consultants, Incorporated, in the not to exceed amount of $72,000 and authorized the City Manager 
to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city. 

♦ Awarded a two-year contract, with the option to extend the contract for up to two additional one-year periods to the low 
bidder, Michigan Municipal Police & Fire Repair LLC, for maintenance of all Department of Public Safety - Police 
Division vehicles at a labor rate of $35.00 per hour and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to 
this action on behalf of the city. 

♦ Approve the expenditure for repairs to a portion of the concrete sidewalk and stairs along the northwest corner of the police 
facility to Truckey Concrete Construction of Mendon, Michigan, in the amount of $11,787 and authorized the City 
Manager to execute all documents related to this matter on behalf of the city. 

 
STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER 

♦ Councilmember Campbell indicated that Shirley Johnston was awarded Community Leader of the Year by the Portage 
Rotary for her fine work with youth. 

♦ Councilmember Sackley indicated that he would be absent for both the Special and Regular City Council Meetings on 
Tuesday, May 8, 2012. 

♦ Councilmember Pearson mentioned the Star Awards and encouraged volunteerism in the community and indicated that, 
“You get more back than you give,” and encouraged everyone to go to www.volunteerkalamazoo.org in order to find 
volunteer opportunities. 

♦ City Manager Evans informed everyone that the 2012 Spring Brush and Bagged Leaf Collection and Annual Spring 
Cleanup map and time table is on the City of Portage website at www.portagemi.gov. 

♦ Mayor Pro Tem Reid pointed out that the City of Portage celebrating its 50th Anniversary and also wished Councilmember 
Sackley a Happy Birthday. 

♦ Mayor Strazdas thanked retired Public Services Director and decorated Viet Nam Veteran Jack Hartman for his many years 
of dedicated service and he and Mayor Pro Tem Reid thanked Bill Deming for “picking up the slack.” 

 
********** 

 
COMPLETE MINUTES OF EACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CITY WEBSITE AT 

PORTAGEMI.GOV, IN CITY HALL AND IN THE DISTRICT LIBRARY.  MINUTES OF CITY BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS. 
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