
 
City Council 

 Meeting Summary 
 

 
June 12, 2012 

 
CHECK REGISTER 

♦ Approved the Check Register of June 12, 2012, as presented. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
♦ Approved the Tentative Plan Amendment for Oakland Hills at Centre Planned Development at 2275, 2301 and 2401 West 

Centre Avenue and 8080 Oakland Drive, subject to the conditions outlined in the April 13, 2012 Department of 
Community Development report. 

PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS 
♦ Dr. Romeo Phillips, 1983 Brighton Lane, thanked Councilmember Sackley and Finance Director Daniel Foecking for 

assisting him in a housing and tax matter, respectively.   
♦ Received a presentation from Nancy Vandenberg, 4646 Wishing Well Court, representing the Angling Road neighborhood 

regarding the cutting of trees along Angling Road by Midwest Energy.  Mr. Terry Sherman, 4545 Wishing Well Court, Mr. 
Leonard Vandenberg, 145 West Main, Mendon, and Ms. Tamara Russell, 4585 Wishing Well Court spoke in opposition to 
the cutting of trees by Midwest Energy along Angling Road and shared the impact the action has had on both themselves 
and their neighborhood. 

 
REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

♦ Accepted Rezoning Application #11-04 for first reading and set a public hearing for July 10, 2012; and subsequent to the 
public hearing, will consider approving Rezoning Application #11-04 and rezone 7932 Lakewood Drive, 707, 743, 775 and 
903 East Centre Avenue, and the southern 264-feet of 801, 809, 815, 821 and 827 East Centre Avenue to OS-1, office 
service with the northern 198-feet of 801, 809, 815, 821 and 827 East Centre Avenue to remain zoned R-1A, one family 
residential. 

♦ Accepted Rezoning Application #11-05 for first reading and set a public hearing for July 10, 2012; and subsequent to the 
public hearing, will consider approving Rezoning Application #11-05 and rezone 7812, 7840 and 7842 Portage Road to    
B-3, general business and the portion of 7908 Portage Road (approximately 351 feet by 178-feet) located immediately 
south of 7842 Portage Road to P-1, vehicular parking. 

♦ Ordered notice to applicable property owners that all water and/or sewer charges remaining unpaid as of June 30, 2012, 
will be transferred to the 2012 city tax roll and assessed against the property for which the services were furnished.   

♦ Awarded a three-year contract renewal to B&B Yardscape to provide quarterly brush pickup services in the amount not to 
exceed $87,780 per year for Fiscal Years 2012-2013, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015; and authorized the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to this contract on behalf of the city.    

♦ Approved a three-year lease extension on the Xerox Work Centre 7665P multifunction system for copying, digital printing 
and scanning and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this matter on behalf of the city. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

♦ Reaffirmed the 1991 Special Assessment Policy and denied the Administration’s application of that policy to Greenspire 
Retail Development at 3201 W. Centre Avenue because 1) the development is not an adjacent parcel but part of the original 
development; 2) the original developer installed facilities were never part of a special assessment district; and 3) the 
application 37 years after construction is not fully supported by the 1991 policy. 

 
BID TABULATIONS 

♦ Approved a contract with Michigan Paving & Materials Company for the 2012 Local Street Reconstruction Program and 
asphalt surface repairs to isolated sections of major streets in the not to exceed amount of $750,784.77; a change order in 
the not to exceed amount of $113,490.29 for additional street repairs at unit pricing within this contract; a contract with 
Jones & Henry Engineer, Ltd., for construction administration and material testing for the 2012 Local Street Reconstruction 
Program in the not to exceed amount of $22,725.00; and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to 
this contract on behalf of the city. 

♦ Accepted the low bid from J. Allen & Company to provide repairs to selected major street bicycle lanes in the amount not 
to exceed $18,608.05 and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this contract on behalf of the 
city. 

♦ Approved the purchase of eight Motorola APX7000 SWAT Radios from the Van Buren County Region 5 Fiduciary in the 
amount of $12,196 and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this matter on behalf of the city. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

♦ Determined to discuss the topic of how City Councilmembers are assigned to committees and how the committees conduct 
their business at the next Regular Meeting instead of at a special workshop session. 

 
STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER 

♦ Councilmember Pearson stated his appreciation for living in a small town and to the responsiveness of City Council to the 
neighborhood disaster discussed earlier in the meeting.  

♦ Mayor Pro Tem Reid stated that she was able to attend the opening of the second phase for the Heartland on behalf of the 
Mayor.  She pointed out that, in 2010, City Council approved a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) for this affordable 
housing project for seniors and commented on what a beautiful and functional development it was for people with a variety 
of challenges.    

♦ Mayor Strazdas shared the importance to him of attending Eagle Scout Courts of Honor, but unfortunately he would be 
unable to make one this coming weekend and asked for a member of City Council to attend in his place.  He also relayed 
that Portage responded to a fire earlier in the evening and that eight people were safely removed from the burning structure.  
He then offered kudos to the Department of Public Safety. 

 



COMPLETE MINUTES OF EACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CITY WEBSITE AT 
PORTAGEMI.GOV, IN CITY HALL AND IN THE DISTRICT LIBRARY.  MINUTES OF CITY BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS.  


