
City Council 
 Meeting Summary  

 
August 13, 2013 

 
 

PROCLAMATION  
 Mayor Strazdas issued a Recognition for B.J. Snow for his many efforts with area soccer programs. 
 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
 Approved the Accounts Payable Register of August 13, 2013, as presented. 
 

REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
 Approved a one-year contract renewal with Delta Dental Plan and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents on 

behalf of the city. 
 Amended the previously adopted resolution establishing a Tool and Die Renaissance Recovery Zone for Accu-Mold, LLC, 

located at 7622 Sprinkle Road. 
 Approved the proposed irrevocable right-of-use agreement for mutual fiber optic line and conduit use exchange with 

Climax Telephone Company for a period of ten years and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents on behalf 
of the city. 

 Authorized the purchase of two four-wheel drive three-quarter ton pickup trucks; five Police patrol vehicles; two four-wheel 
drive Fire command vehicles; two sedans and one high capacity commercial mower through the State of Michigan 
purchasing program (MiDEAL) at a total cost not to exceed $363,337.58 and authorized the City Manager to execute all 
documents related to these purchases on behalf of the city. 

 Adopted the Resolution Designating Polling Places and Rate of Compensation for the November 5, 2013 General Election. 
 Convened the City Council Community Survey Committee to identify the best format for the Community Survey moving 

forward and consider ways to apply attention / resources to other surveys. 
 Received the sworn affidavit from Mr. Raymond Patterson disclosing his interest in the property addressed as 1614 West 

Osterhout. 
 

COMMUNI CATION 
 Received a communication from the Michigan Municipal League regarding the 2013 Annual Meeting. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Received an extensive explanation and presentation from Attorney Deborah Ondersma, who represents the City of Portage 

in Tax Appeals cases, of her written responses to City Council questions pertaining to the Board of Review contained in her 
letter to Financial Services Director Robert Luders dated August 7, 2013, which was provided in the City Council Agenda 
packet for review before the meeting.  Also, received a summary from City Attorney Randy Brown outlining his July 29, 
2013 opinion in response to City Council questions received from Financial Services Director Robert Luders pertaining to 
the Board of Review.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Approved an expenditure up to $2,900 for the Portage 50th Anniversary celebration Portage Business Passbook program 
from the City Council Training, Education and Meetings Fund. 

 
BID TABULATIONS 

 Approved a contract with A-1 Asphalt Sealing and Repair, Incorporated, for the upgrade to the Westfield Park tennis courts 
in the amount of $41,070.12 and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this contract on behalf of 
the city. 

 Approved the proposal submitted by LSL Planning, Inc., to complete the 2013-14 Comprehensive Plan Update in the 
amount of $35,000 and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action on behalf of the city. 

 Approved the bid for three (3) thermal imaging cameras to West Shore Fire Inc., of Allendale, MI in the amount of $26,097 
and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this matter on behalf of the city. 

 
STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS 

 Richard Ford, 994 Rainbow Avenue, announced his candidacy for City Council in the November 5, 2013 General City 
Election and described some of his credentials and experiences. 

 
STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL  

 Mayor Strazdas recognized Councilmember Sackley, who indicated that there will be a meeting of the Austin Lake 
Governmental Lake Board, Wednesday, August 14, 2013, 2 p.m., at the home of Austin Lake Governmental Lake Board 
Member Brian Johnson, 2215 Woody Noll, to discuss the decision to make landscape improvements at the three 
compressor sites, the recommendations received from Larry Harris & Associates to reduce sound and visual pollution and a 
financial information update with a group tour of Austin Lake via boat to follow. 

 Mayor Strazdas read the letter of resignation effective immediately received from Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell 
received Tuesday, August 13, 2013.  At his request, City Attorney Brown explained that City Council can either accept 
Councilmember Campbell’s resignation, or it becomes effective 21 days after submission; and, City Council then has 60 
days to appoint a new Councilmember to fill that vacancy.  At the request of Mayor Strazdas, a motion to accept the 
resignation of Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell effective immediately was passed.    

 Mayor Strazdas received a consensus of City Council to ask Mr. Evans to research the different methods used by City 
Council in the past to fill vacancies as they occurred on City Council, and to provide that information in one week in order 



for City Council to discuss the different processes used in the past at the next Regular City Council Meeting on August 27, 
2013, in order to select a process for action in this case. 

 Councilmember Randall welcomed four new businesses to Portage:  Latitude 42, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Hobby Lobby and 
Red Mango.  She stated that she was surprised and saddened by the resignation of Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell and 
thanked her for all of years of service to all of the citizens of Portage. 

 Councilmember Pearson announced that Claudio Kaempf is moving his Foreign Car Services from Portage Street in 
Kalamazoo to 8370 Shaver Road.  He indicated that Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell is a good friend who has devoted 
a lot of time to the City of Portage and to charitable groups and will be missed on this Council.  

 Councilmember Sackley expressed his sorrow that Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell found it necessary to resign in that 
she has provided service in many ways to the community; for example, as a Planning Commissioner, a City 
Councilmember and as a volunteer in many different organizations.  He said her participation in this process will be missed.  
He asked for information from the Administration, again, about the appropriateness of continuing a fundraising activity on 
Shaver Road in the traffic area known as the “Fill the Boot Campaign.”  He encouraged the Administration to find ways to 
be responsive and supportive of the request from the newly reconstituted Lake Center Business Association working with 
the enhancement of the corridor of businesses on Portage Road for utilization of one or more of the City canoes that the 
City is no longer using.  He recognized his friend, Barry Arkush, expressed his surprise to see him at the meeting and 
thanked him for his comments with which he agreed. 

 Councilmember Urban said he was also surprised and saddened by the resignation of Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell; 
that it was rare to find a Councilmember who felt he or she had the need to resign; and that his thoughts and prayers go with 
her as she goes forward.  He described her as a bundle of energy and a bundle of joy on City Council and said that she will 
be missed.  Councilmember Urban then announced his candidacy for City Council in the November 5, 2013 General City 
Election, again, and described some of his beliefs, credentials and experiences.  He commented on the many changes he has 
experienced in his years of service to the City of Portage.  He then wished a Happy Birthday to his daughter, McKenzie. 

 City Manager Evans received an unfortunate call from Jack Treas, Vice President and General Manager of Mueller Plastics 
Operations, who indicated that Mueller Plastics is closing down or at least has sold some of its personal property; 
nevertheless, sixteen of their employees will remain for the packaging, bar coding and warehousing activities.  Since City 
Council granted a tax abatement in October of 2012 and the company benefited close to $23,000 thus far in tax savings, he 
wanted City Council to be aware that the Administration is looking at the law and the process since that benefit was 
because of a program that was supposed to be in place for at least five years. 

 Mayor Pro Tem Reid concurred with her colleagues on City Council and thanked Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell for 
her service and indicated that her exemplary service and energy will definitely be missed.  She said she was approached by 
Loaves and Fishes to see if she would be willing to live on what people who are on the Food Stamp Program have to live 
on for one week, about $4.00 per day.  She indicated that it was an interesting challenge to shop with $28.00 for the week 
since the not so healthy choices were always cheaper than the healthy choices, and the foods that were inexpensive and 
healthy required that a person know how to prepare the food and to take the time to prepare them which ultimately raises 
the cost of the food, also.  She pointed out that this exercise gave her opportunities to talk about the Food Stamp Program 
and to dispel any misconceptions about the Program.  She announced her candidacy for City Council in the November 5, 
2013 General City Election and described some of her beliefs, accomplishments and her action plan for Portage. 

 Mayor Strazdas said that he also was surprised and saddened by the resignation of Councilmember Elizabeth Campbell; 
expressed his respect for having done so for personal reasons; that she will be missed as she was a very active participant 
on City Council; and, he wished her well.  He then commented on cities and school districts across the state going bankrupt 
or being assigned an emergency manager as a result of poor management or lack of proper guidance from the leadership.  
He pointed out that the Portage City Council discussed helping the Portage Board of Review be the best in the State, having 
a training manual that is the best in the State and having the City of Portage be the best in class in the State.  He emphasized 
the contrast between those entities with financial struggles and the City of Portage.  He thanked the Board of Review and 
other Board and Commission Members for their service and their focus on making Portage an even better place to live. 

 
 

********** 
 

COMPLETE MINUTES OF EACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CITY WEBSITE AT 
PORTAGEMI.GOV, IN CITY HALL AND IN THE DISTRICT LIBRARY.  MINUTES OF CITY BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS. 
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