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1. Low Municipal Tax Rate
2. Award Winning Public Schools
3. Outstanding Public Library
4. Over 2,000 Acres of Park and Recreational Space
5. Extensive Bikeway System
6. Open and Responsive Municipal Government
7. Largest Retail Center in Southwest Michigan
8. Great Healthcare
9. Excellent Public Safety Services
10. Great Neighborhoods and Affordable Housing

2014 Awards & 
Recognitions

• Portage named “Best City to Live in Michigan” – 2014
• Government Finance Officers Association Certificate of 

Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
• Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget
• American Public Works Association Project of the Year, 

Southwest Michigan Region for the Portage Road/Centre 
Avenue Traffic Signal Interconnection Project 

• League of American Bicyclists Bicycle Friendly Community 
• National Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA 
• Apex Grand Award For Publication Excellence ‐ Portager

2014 Tax Rate Survey

Michigan Cities with Population of Greater Than 20,000

*These cities also levy an income tax.

2015 Balanced Tax Base

Total Taxable Value = $2.039 Billion

Industrial
(Real & Personal)

22%
$442 million

(such as manufacturing, distribution, 
research/development)

Commercial
(Real & Personal)

23%
$459 million

(such as offices, retail 
services, restaurants)

Residential
56%

$1.138 billion
(such as single-family homes, 

condominiums, multi-family 
residences)
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2015‐2016 Budget

All Funds Revenue by Source

2015‐2016 Budget

All Funds Expenditures by Fund Group

2015‐2016 Budget

General Fund Revenues by Source

2015‐2016 Budget

General Fund Expenditures by Department
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Population Trends

City population trends and projections:
By 2035, city will grow to 52,000

City of Portage Kalamazoo County
1960 - 1970 66.4% 18.8%
1970 - 1980 13.6% 5.4%
1980 - 1990 7.6% 5.2%
1990 - 2000 9.4% 6.8%
2000 - 2010 3.1% 4.9%

Period
Growth Rate

Source: US Census Bureau

Population Trends

more older adults than in 
2000 and 1990

fewer young adults than in 
2000 and 1990

Demographic Trends
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2013 Educational Attainment

Bachelors degree or higher High school diploma or higher

Demographic Trends
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2013 Median Household Income

Persons Below Poverty Level (%) 2013
Portage 11.70%
Kalamazoo County 19.10%
State of Michigan 16.80%



4

Housing Trends

Number Percent Number Percent
Portage City 13,268 69% 6,080 31%
Kalamazoo City 12,660 46% 14,908 54%
Kalamazoo County 64,213 65% 34,872 35%

Source: 2010-2012 American Community Survey Estimates

Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Community

Median 
Housing 
Value 
Trends
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2000

2010

$120,800 

$155,900 

$108,000 

$144,200 

Kalamzoo County City of Portage

Employment Trends

Industry Number Percent
Educational services, and health care 
and social assistance

5,169 23.9%

Manufacturing 3,917 18.1%
Retail trade 2,919 13.5%
Finance and insurance, and real 
estate and rental and leasing

2,088 9.6%

Professional, scientific, and 
management, and administrative 
and waste management services

2,067 9.6%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, 
and accommodation and food 
services

1,633 7.5%

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey Estimates

Major Employers:

• Stryker:  
2,300 employees 

• Pfizer: 
2,100 employees

• Portage Public Schools: 
950 employees

• State Farm Insurance: 
950 employees 

• Meijer, Inc.:  
600 employees

Employment by Sector:

Employment Trends
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2005‐2014 Unemployment Rate (%)

Portage Kalamazoo County Michigan United States

Future Land Use 

Residential
58%

Office 3%

Commercial 
5%

City Centre Area
1%

Shaver Road 
Business 
Corridor

2%

Research, 
Development, 
Technology

6%

Industrial
10%

Park/Recreation/State Game Area
13%

Public  2%
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Core Municipal Services of the City Portage:

• Public Utilities 
• Public Roads 
• Public Safety Facilities
• Recreation Facilities
• General Government

• Library Facilities (operated separately from city)
• Educational Facilities (operated separately from city)

Municipal Services

Sanitary Sewer System:
• 231 miles of sanitary sewer
• 55 sewage lift sanitary sewer
• Sanitary system capacity: 10.8 million gallons per day, with 

average flow in 5.0 million gallons per day

Water System:
• 20 production wells and 247 miles of water mains
• 2 elevated storage tanks hold 2.25 million gallons 
• Garden Lane Arsenic Removal Treatment Facility

Stormwater System: 
Wellhead Protection Plan and Storm Water Master Plan &  
Design Criteria Manual – guidelines for private development

Public Utilities

Major Streets:
• 72 miles 
• 66% in good condition
• 31 miles of I‐94 & US‐131 – Under MDOT jurisdiction

Local Streets:
• 148 miles
• 27% in good condition

Sidewalks: 136 Miles
Bikeways (shared roadway): 38 miles
Multi‐Use Trails: 17 miles
Transit Routes: 7 (48 miles)

Public Roads Public Safety & 
Public Facilities

Public Safety 2012 2013
Violent crimes per thousand 1.7 1.6
Property crimes per thousand 36 34
Traffic injuries or fatalities 241 250

• 56% of General Fund budget allocated to Police & Fire
• Community served by 3 fire stations and 1 police station
Public Facilities
•City Hall, Public Services Facility, Senior Center
•Cemeteries: Dry Prairie, Indian Fields & Central
•Leaf composting facility
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17 Public Park Facilities & over 17 miles of trails
• Neighborhood Parks: Harbors West; Haverhill; Lexington Green
• Community Parks: Central; Lakeview; Oakland Drive; Schrier; 

South Westnedge; Westfield
• Large Urban Parks: Portage Creek Bicentennial; Ramona
• Special Use Parks: Millennium; Liberty; Veteran’s
• Natural Resource Areas: West Lake, Bishop’s Bog, Eliason
Private Recreation Facilities:
• South Portage and West Portage little league facilities
• Portage Soccer Complex
• Soccer Zone, Kingdom Indoor Center, Courthouse, YMCA
• PPS playgrounds, fields, gyms, and indoor pools

Parks & Recreation

• South Central Greenway: 470 acres of open space / city park 
land (West Lake Nature Preserve, Bishop’s Bog, Eliason
Nature Reserve, Schrier and South Westnedge parks).

• Bicentennial Trail: 3‐mile greenway along Portage Creek
• Six inland lakes: Long, Austin, West, Gourdneck, Hampton, 

Sugar Loaf and Little Sugar Loaf
• Mandigo Marsh: at southwest corner of Austin Lake 
• Gourdneck State Game Area: over 1,500 acres of MDNR  

land for limited hunting & fishing

Environmental 
Resources
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