
 

 

MEDICAL MARIHUANA  
Summary of Regulations for Primary Caregiver Home Occupations 

 
 

The State Law – Michigan Medical Marihuana Act. On November 4, 2008, voters in Michigan 
approved a statewide ballot initiative to create the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MMMA).  The 
Act did not authorize the broad legalization of the cultivation, distribution or use of marihuana.  
Rather, the MMMA allows qualifying patients with a serious debilitating medical condition to obtain, 
possess, cultivate/grow and use marihuana for medicinal purposes.  The MMMA also allows a 
primary caregiver to assist a qualifying patient with the medical use of marihuana, in accordance 
with state law.   
 
The Local Ordinance – Medical Marihuana Home Occupation.  State of Michigan registered 
primary caregivers who desire to possess, cultivate/grow and distribute medical marihuana in the city 
on behalf of a registered qualifying patient(s) consistent with the MMMA, must conduct the activity 
only as a home occupation, as provided in the City of Portage Zoning Code (attached).  A home 
occupation is an activity or service conducted by the resident(s) of the dwelling.  A home occupation 
use must be subordinate and accessory to the principal residential use of the property.  The local 
ordinance does not apply to qualifying patients who possess, cultivate/grow and use medical 
marihuana for personal use. 
 
The requirements to operate a Medical Marihuana Home Occupation.  A primary caregiver may 
operate a medical marihuana home occupation in the City of Portage subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
1. The home occupation must be operated only in a dwelling unit. 
2. Only one primary caregiver is allowed per dwelling unit.  
3. The primary caregiver shall:  
 Assist no more than five qualifying patients who are connected with the primary caregiver through the 

Michigan Department of Community Health registration process. 
 Cultivate no more than 12 marihuana plants for each qualifying patient. 
 Possess no more than 2.5 ounces of marihuana per qualifying patient. 

4. The home occupation must not be located within:  
 500 feet of a public or private elementary, vocational or secondary school, public or private college, 

junior college or university; playground, or housing facility owned by a public housing authority, or 
 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool, or video arcade facility.   
 If the primary caregiver’s qualifying patient(s) are permanent residents of the primary caregiver’s 

household, the distance provisions do not apply. 
 The attached map illustrates the distance locations within the City of Portage. 

5. All medical marihuana plants must be located in the residential dwelling unit in an enclosed, locked 
facility, accessible only by the primary caregiver or qualifying patient.  Use of an attached or detached 
accessory building is not permitted. 

6. The home occupation must comply with all applicable City Code requirements, including: 
 Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Mechanical and Fire codes; 
 Noise ordinance requirements; 
 Safety, Sanitation and Health code; and 
 Housing/Property Maintenance code. 

7. Lighting used in the grow operation that is visible to adjacent property owners and exceeds normal 
residential use must be shielded between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

8. Qualifying patients may only visit the site for purposes permitted under the MMMA and local ordinance 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.    



 

 

9. All vehicles must park on an improved surface normally required for the residential use.  
10. No signs of any kind may be displayed identifying the home occupation. 

 
The permits needed. 
 
 A zoning permit from the City of Portage to operate a medical marihuana home occupation is 

not required.  However, the primary caregiver must know and adhere to all conditions and 
requirements of the MMMA and local ordinance.   

 
 Building or related permits may be required for the home occupation as a result of the medical 

marihuana grow operation. The following checklist will help you.  If you answer yes, or do not 
know the answer to any of the questions below, a permit from the City of Portage may be 
required. 

 
 
Yes      No 
 

   1. Is the electrical system adequate for the use of all equipment used, such as grow lights, 
humidifiers, and other devices? Changes to the electrical system such as new circuits 
and/or service panel upgrades require a permit.  In addition, is all equipment installed 
and operated in accordance with manufacturer specifications, and approved for indoor 
residential use? 

 
   2. Is the heating, cooling and ventilation system adequate to ensure proper temperatures, 

humidity levels and air quality are maintained?  Modifications to the heating, cooling 
and ventilation systems require a permit.  In addition, is all equipment installed and 
operated in accordance with  manufacturer specifications, and approved for indoor 
residential use? 

 
   3. Is the plumbing system adequate for the use of all equipment such as hydroponics or 

other devices?  Modifications to the plumbing system require a permit. In addition, is all 
equipment installed and operated in accordance with manufacturer specifications, and 
approved for indoor residential use? 

 
   4. Are you planning to alter any to walls, ceilings or floors?  Such modifications require a 

permit. 
 

   5. Are carbon dioxide tanks and/or generators used in connection with the grow operation?  
The use of such equipment may require a permit.  In addition, is all equipment installed 
and operated in accordance with manufacturer specifications, and approved for indoor 
residential use? 

 
   6. Are chemicals such as fertilizers, pesticides and other substances used in connection 

with the grow operation?  While no specific permits are required, are all chemicals used 
in accordance with  manufacturer specifications (including safe storage and 
proper disposal) and approved for indoor residential use? 

 
If one or more boxes have been checked, please contact the  

Department of Community Development for further assistance. 
 
You are encouraged to contact the Department of Community Development at 269-329-4477 if 
you have any questions or require additional assistance to ensure compliance with City code.   

 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
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òñð

å

å

å

å Ý

òñð

òñð

å

òñð

Ý

å

å

å

òñð

å
òñð

òñð

òñð
© Æc

©

å
å

å

å

òñð

òñð

òñð

å

Ý

©

òñð

òñð

òñð

Ý

òñð

òñð

òñð

òñð

òñð

o

å

å

j

å

òñð

å

£¤131

S

EW

RIXF

ERE

N.

W.

ST

OL
D

BA
Y

CT
. CT.

FO
X

BAY

EL
K

FIR

CT
.

CR
.

LUM

LN.

BYE

OA
K

DR
.

CT.

KIM

JOY

LN
.

BEAR

BA
LI

DEE
P

MUIR

MI
LL

WELL

TALL

BL
UE

OAKS

DE
ER

FORD

FALL

GRAY

NASH

BYRDBYRDANDYLANE

BALA

WOOD

STAR

SWAN

AMOS

PA
LM

IO
W

A

UT
AH

OH
IO

MALL

DA
TE

RUTH

LANE

JOHN

AMES

BURT

LAKE

CIR.

CO
RA

AV
ON

AR
BO

WOOD

VIE
W

OA
KS

BACH

WO
OD

CREST

MI
LA

N

GR
AN

D

RIDGE

LETON

STONE

RI
DG

E

DO
VE

S

PO
IN

T

POINT

POINT

WO
OD

S

BLUFF

DE
FO

E

ROGER

WO
OD

S

CABOT

CA
BO

T

CA
PR

I

WAR
UF

HAYES

WELLS
EV

AN
S

FARMS

RU
GB

Y

BRICK

HELEN

APPLE
SA

LE
M

CAMEO

NA
OM

I

PECAN

IDAHO

ARROW

DELLA

PASMA

QU
AI

L

LA
MA

R
BROWN

LENOX

GRAND

GLENN

DIXIE

EMILY

RO
GE

R

SUDAN

BRENT

ALICE

BYRAM

RILEY

KIL
TZ

JU
LIE

EWING

JERRY

AL
TE

N

HE
AT

H

TROON

LIS
ZT

HOLLY

HAYES

JU
LIE

AU
TU

MN

W FO
RK

GENEVA

FO
REST

COBBLE

KA
RL

EE

SA
ILO

R

SC
HU

UR

REGINA

FALLOW

AS
HT

ON

AS
HT

ON

ANCHOR

BE
LA

RD

TIF
FIN

PEBBLE

AU
TU

MN

BRANCH

HA
RR

IS

BENDERBENDER
INDIAN

SCHOOL

VE
NI

CE

RAMONA

BOSTON

DA
KO

TA
NE

VA
DA

OR
EG

ON

GLADYS

WA
YL

EE

HO
W

AR
D

DORSET

FIR
ST

 
SE

COND

WE
AV

ER

CALICO

BA
YH

AM

AUBURN

QUAKER

SU
SS

EX
MA

RL
OW

FE
SC

UE

HENLEY

WHITBY

ABBOTT

VELVET

KA
YL

IN
LE

SL
EE

QUINCY
CURTIS

MA
RL

OW

BAHAMA

TO
W

HE
EHARLEY

SQUIRE

CI
RC

LE

CH
AP

EL

CHORAL

HA
ND

EL

MO
ZA

RT

CHOPIN

SH
UM

AN

FOREST

SA
LE

RN
O

TIFFANY

DOWNING

MI
SS

IO
N

TH
UN

DE
R

HE
AT

HE
R

DUNROSS

BE
NN

ET
T

DO
WN

ING

CU
LL

Y'S

DOGWOOD

WISHING

RE
DF

ER
N

CARIBOU

PIMLICO

AR
AB

IA
N

ECKENER

MA
RI

NE
R

NE
W

PO
RT

AB
IG

AI
L

TIFFANY

DRAYTON

BERWICK

BE
DF

OR
D

CH
AT

HA
M

FARNHAM

JA
MA

IC
A

BERMUDA

WILLAMS

PL
AT

EA
U

SUNVIEW

BR
ON

SO
N

HOLIDAY

ANGLING

WINTERS

LANSING

CO
NC

OR
D

VE
RM

ON
T

GE
OR

GI
A

CH
EL

SE
A

WINDSOR

DAWNLEE

RAINBOW

MAYNARD

SHUMWAY

CHATEAU

LUDGATE

GARDEN 

ADMIRAL

CO
RN

EL
L

STANLEY

ANDREWS

CHARLES

VICKERY

ORCHARD

EA
ST

ER
N

DA
ND

AL
E

WE
XF

OR
D

TUSCANY

OA
KS

ID
E

NE
W

EL
LS

BR
UN

IN
G

RO
AN

OK
E

COULTER

SUFFOLK

HA
MP

TO
N

HEMLOCK

DO
LP

HI
N

CROCKET

OAKV
IEW

ELMVIEW

GINGHAM

HEVERLY

CY
PR

ES
S

CY
PR

ES
S

AM
BE

RL
Y

BR
IG

HA
M

PFITZER

KELVERELE
AW

OO
D

WA
LC

OT
TBURNOCK

JESSICA

POTOMAC

WE
LB

UR
Y

BA
YWOOD

MANDIGO

NO
RF

OL
K

CAMELOT

DOGWOOD

GW
YNEDD

POMPANO

CHARTER

BA
LF

OU
R

AIRVIEW

PIE
RP

OR
T

BIL
TM

OR
E

TR
AV

ER
SE

SH
AG

BA
RK

MISTWOOD
IDLEWOOD

WOODVIEW

LO
RI

 C
T.

PALOMINO

ISABELLE

GL
EN

CO
VE

MIDFIELD

BA
YW

OO
D 

CR
OS

SIN
G

HI
LB

ER
RY

PORTSIDE

OL
EA

ND
ER

KIR
KL

AN
D

BAY SIDE

LAKE ST.

KROMDYKE

WINTHROP

CR
AN

ST
ON

ME
RE

DI
TH

AM
ER

IC
AN

FIRESIDE

WI
ND

W
OO

D

24
th 

ST
.

WO
OD

MO
NT

BRYNMAWR

CR
OS

SIN
G

LY
NN

HI
LL

TA
MW

OR
TH

SANDHILL

LIN
NE

MA
N

GE
RT

RU
DE

PLEASANT

HAMELINK

COLONIAL

FLAMINGO

MI
SS

OU
RI

BURRWOOD

MA
YF

IE
LD

BEAUVOIS

LA SALLE

KIN
GS

TO
N

PETERMAN
KE

YS
TO

NE

FRIENDLY

LA
KE

 DR
.

BALMORAL

HI
GH

LA
ND

WOODBINE

CLARENCE

WOODHAMS

WO
OD

HA
MS

WO
OD

LA
WN

WO
OD

LA
W

N

MARIGOLD

BARBERRY

WENDOVER

PINEWOOD

LL
OY

 ST
.

OAKHAVEN

BRITTANY

AR
CH

W
OO

D

TR
AN

QU
IL

KIRKWOOD

BR
AD

FO
RD

HARDWICK

JENNIFER

EDINGTON

BU
CK

HO
RN

BELLAIRE

ROSEWOOD

SH
ER

W
OO

D

NE
W

HO
US

E

BE
RT

LA
ND

MAGELLAN

CH
AM

BR
AY

ROSEVIEW MONTAGUE

LARKSPUR

TR
OT

W
OO

D

KALARAMA
RO

TH
BU

RY

SH
OR

BU
RYLAMPLITE

KALARAMA
GL

EN
W

OO
D

RO
TH

BY
RY

WOODLAND

MA
RF

IE
LD

RO
CK

FO
RD

REDSTOCK

TE
AK

W
OO

D

PR
IM

RO
SE

CH
IPP

EW
A

SH
OR

EH
AM

WESTCOVE

ISA
BE

LL
E

SU
NB

UR
ST

TALISKER

RA
MS

GA
TE

LO
NG

VI
EW

GULFPORT

DE
W

BE
RR

Y

FRONTIER

WR
EN

BU
RY

NA
VY

 P
IE

R

BLACKBURN

LUDINGTON

MERRYVIEW

PINE TREE

KIN
GS

PO
RT

BROOKMOOR

KIL
BIR

NIE

HAMPSTEAD

AP
PA

LO
OS

A

WI
ND

HA
VE

N

CHASEMOOR

SP
IN

NA
KE

R

MACKENZIE

WI
LD

BE
RR

Y

CO
RP

OR
AT

E

GLENKERRY

LEXINGTON

EXECUTIVE

LONG LAKE

FAIRFIELD
DUKESHIRE

CHALFONTE

WO
OD

HA
VE

N
GR

EE
NH

ILL

FLEETWOOD

BL
UE

GR
AS

S

TR
UM

PE
TE

R

WHISTLING

WOODHEATH

SUNBRIGHT

OU
TE

R 
DR

.

SOUTHLAND

PE
AC

HT
RE

E

LA
KE

 W
OO

D

VAUCELLES

KINGSBURY

EDWIN ST.

FR
ED

ER
IC

K

CORSTANGE

WETHERBEE

MC
 C

AM
LE

Y

KARENDALE

CLIFFWOOD

WHITE OAK

DE
ER

FIE
LD

HAVERHILL
RO

BI
NH

OO
D

TR
AD

EW
IN

D

CEDARVIEW

TRAFALGAR

WE
ST

SH
IR

E

EV
ER

GR
EE

N
EV

ER
GR

EE
N

WINKFIELD

LITES-END

ST
AR

BR
OO

K

BR
OO

KW
OO

D

WE
ND

Y 
LN

.

TU
RN

BE
RR

Y

SA
ND

PIP
ER

RADCLIFFE

BRIARHILL

GRASSMERE

TULLYMORE

WESTFIELD

BE
LL

EW
OO

D

SUGARLOAF

MAPLEVIEW

CONESTOGA

WO
OD

CR
ES

T
MANSFIELD

CH
AN

CE
LL

OR

CLEARWATERSUMMERWOOD

ME
AD

OW
LA

RK

GREENBRIAR

ME
AD

OW
LA

RK

BROOKHAVEN

SE
A B

RE
EZ

E

BR
OO

KC
RE

ST

HIG
HP

OI
NT

E

QUALITY CT

N. HICKORY

WINDYRIDGE

BRENNERTON

ED
GE

FIE
LD

 
SUMMERSONG

CASTLEFORT

BU
NC

HB
ER

RY

COMMERCIAL

DEEP POINT

EAST SHORE

EA
ST

 S
HO

RE

GA
RD

EN
 R

D.

AL
LA

RD
OW

NE

PHORNCROFT

OL
D 

CO
LO

NY

MA
PL

ER
ID

GE

TIMBERLANE
BR

IC
KL

ET
ON

WI
LL

OU
GH

BY

PROSPERITYPROSPERITY
APPLECROFT

AU
STIN

 CT.

THRUSHWOOD

LAURALWOOD

FOREST DR.

WOODY NOLL

SH
AD

Y L
AN

E

TE
RR

Y 
LA

NE

MO
NT

IC
EL

LO

MT
. V

ER
NO

N

SCHOOLVIEW

TATTERSALL

RO
BI

NS
W

OO
D

COACH LITE

SA
BL

E 
WO

OD

CASTLEWOOD

VA
LL

EY
W

OO
D

AN
DR

EA
 LN

.

ASHFORD TR

CO
OL

EY
 D

R.

BEECHMOUNT

PINE GLADE

CL
AR

EM
OU

NT

CLOVERLEAF

GREENBRIAR

RA
VE

NS
W

OO
D

SA
ND

YR
ID

GE

CARNOUSTIE

WESTMINSTER

BO
LIN

GB
RO

OK

PEPPERRIDGE

ST. ANTHONY

CR
ES

T P
OI

NT

CO
PP

ER
 O

AK
S

WEST HIGLEY

QU
AL

IT
Y W

AY

SP
RI

NG
RI

DG
E

HA
RV

ES
T L

N.

GRANDMARAIS
WALNUT TREE

CONNECTICUT

GA
RD

EN
 LA

NE

LIBRARY LN.

TIM
BE

RC
RE

EK

McCLISH CT.

BIT
TE

RS
WE

ET

EAST MELODY

LO
VE

RS
 LA

NE

TRADE CENTRE

MC
GI

LL
IC

UD
DY

DRURY   LANE

GOLDEN RIDGE

BL
AC

K 
FO

RE
ST

HE
VE

RL
Y 

W
ES

T

UPPER  DARBY GARDEN DRIVE

LAKEVIEW DR.

SOUTH  SHORE

W.
 E

ND
 D

RI
VE

MATTESON CT.

STURGEON BAY

GR
EE

N 
FO

RE
ST

ROLLING HILL

OAKLAND FARMS

TE
CH

 PA
RK

 W
AY

HILL'AN'BROOK

NEW HAMPSHIRE

CORSTANGE CT.

PARKLAND TER.

SLEEPY HOLLOW

PRESTWICK DR.

CHESTNUT RIDGE

JO
SH

UA
 TR

EE
 C

T

S. CIRCLE WOOD

SH
AL

LO
W

FO
RD

 W
AY

SOUTH SHORE DR.

CH
ER

RY
 W

OO
D 

LN
.

OLD CENTRE ROAD

KILGORE SERVICE

AVALON WOODS CT.

ANDOVER WOODS CT.

PO
RT

AG
E 

IN
DU

ST
RI

AL
 D

R.

NO
RF

OL
K 

SO
UT

HE
RN

 R
AI

LR
OA

D

NO
RF

OL
K 

SO
UT

HE
RN

 R
AI

LR
OA

D

CO
X'S

ZYLMAN

BISHOP

SH
AV

ER

SH
AV

ER

AN
GL

ING

12
TH

 ST

PO
RT

AG
E

OA
KL

AN
D

VINCENT

12
TH

 ST OA
KL

AN
D

PO
RT

AG
E

OA
KL

AN
D

SP
RI

NK
LE

E MILHAM E MILHAM

SP
RI

NK
LE

W  MELODY

WE
ST

NE
DG

E
WE

ST
NE

DG
E

VANDERBILT

E   CENTREW   CENTRE

LO
VE

RS
 LA

NE

CO
NS

TIT
UT

IO
N

ROMENCE ROAD EROMENCE ROAD PKY

W   KILGORE
E   KILGORE

W   KILGORE E   KILGORE

KALAMAZOO / BATTLE CREEK
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Austin
Lake

West
Lake

Long
Lake

Upjohn
Pond

Gourdneck
Lake

Sugar Loaf
Lake

Hampton
Lake

Little Sugar
Loaf Lake

Howard
Lake

BACON

ANGLING

ROMENCE

SCHURING

WE
ST

NE
DG

E

W   MILHAM

MOORSBRIDGE

W   OSTERHOUT E    OSTERHOUT

Proposed Medical Marihuana
Primary Caregiver

Distance Provisions

Excluded Areas for Primary Caregiver
Schools, Playgrounds etc.

!

! !

!! City Boundary
State Game Area

I

Path: R:\GISADMIN\karl\pro jects\DEPTS\COM DEV\Medical Marihuana\blue_b.mxd

1 in = 0.67 miles
Date: 2/15/2016

NAME ADDRESS TYPE DISTANCE
ALL PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS SCHOOL 1000
PORTAGE PARKS PARK 1000
EMPIRE BEAUTY SCHOOL 609 CONSTITUTION SCHOOL 1000
HACKETT CATHOLIC CENTRAL H.S. 1000 W KILGORE RD SCHOOL 1000
KALAMAZOO ACADEMY, INC 4221 E MILHAM AV SCHOOL 1000
LAZAR LAND 8302 PORTAGE RD ARCADE 100
LLOY NORRIX H.S. E KILGORE SCHOOL 1000
OAKLAND ACADEMY OAKLAND DR SCHOOL 1000
PUTTERS FAMILY FUN CENTER 7206 S WESTNEDGE AV ARCADE 100
ROSS MEDICAL 6235 S WESTNEDGE AV SCHOOL 1000
ST MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH SCHOOL 7211 OAKLAND DR SCHOOL 1000
ST MONICA SCHOOL 530 W KILGORE RD SCHOOL 1000
UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX 950 TRADE CENTRE WA HIGHER ED 1000
WOODSEDGE LEARNING CENTER (KRESA) 1501 E MILHAM AV SCHOOL 1000
WRIGHT BEAUTY ACADEMY 6666 LOVERS LN SCHOOL 1000

§̈¦94

Drug Free School Zone Spacing Requirements
(1000 feet from schools, playgrounds, 100 feet from arcades)1

134% of total dwelling units excluded.
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