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2011-2013 City Council Seated
The Portage City Council for 2011-2013, including new Councilmember Jim Pearson, was seated at the November 15, 2011 City 

Council meeting.  Mayor Peter J. Strazdas was re-elected to a fourth two-year term and Councilmembers Elizabeth Campbell 

and Patricia Randall were re-elected for new four-year terms.  Councilmember 

Pearson was elected to a four-year term, replacing outgoing Councilmember 

Cory Bailes, who was appointed in December 2010 to fill the term vacated by 

State Representative Margaret O’Brien.   Also on November 15, Councilmember 

Claudette Reid was elected Mayor Pro Tem by her fellow Councilmembers.

Portage City Council 
2012 Meeting Schedule

City Council meetings are held on Tuesday 

evenings at Portage City Hall (7900 South West-

nedge Avenue) in Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m. 

 � January 10

 � January 24

 � February 14

 � February 28

 � March 13

 � March 27

 � April 10

 � April 24

 � May 8

 � May 22

 � June 12

 � June 26

 � July 10 

 � July 24

 � August 14

 � August 28

 � September 11

 � September 25

 � October 9

 � October 23

 � November 6

 � November 20

 � December 4

 � December 18

Mayor 
Peter J. Strazdas
Telephone: 327-4478
peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem 
Claudette Reid
491-9725
claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Councilmember 
Elizabeth Campbell
321-9383
campbell4portage@yahoo.com

Councilmember
Ed Sackley
323-8119
edsackley@msn.com

Councilmember
Patricia M. Randall
324-7779
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Councilmember
Jim Pearson
327-9136
jim.pearson@portagemi.gov

Councilmember
Terry R. Urban
323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Portage Ranks 
Eighth Lowest

* These cities also levy an 
income tax.

Source:  Portage City Assessor0
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Annual Tax Rate Survey Shows Portage 
Remains Among Lowest in Michigan

The City of Portage Assessor has completed the 2011 Tax Rate Survey of Michigan cities.  The study is used to obtain general tax rate 

information and compare communities.  The City of Portage ranks eighth lowest in a comparison of cities with populations 

over 25,000, with one of the lower-ranking cities also levying a city income tax in addition to property taxes.  This chart 

shows a comparison of the average city millage for those cities responding to the survey, which 

is published annually in the Michigan Assessor magazine.  This competitive 

advantage continues to attract business development, investors 

and residents to Portage.

The 2011 Customer Service Awards were announced by City Manager 

Maurice Evans on November 16, 2011 at an annual customer service 

event attended by City of Portage employees.  Nominations for the 

Outstanding Customer Service Awards were made by fellow employees 

and Portage residents.  The award winners were selected by the City of 

Portage Customer Service Task Force and City Manager Evans. 

Honorable Mention
Ingrid McGuire, Finance Clerk in the Treasury Office, was recognized 

by three separate Portage residents and was presented with an 

Honorable Mention award.

Outstanding Customer Service Award
Police Officer Craig Begemen was presented with the 2011 

Outstanding Customer Service Award.  Officer Begeman was 

recently acknowledged by a Portage resident for encouraging her 

to seek professional help for drug addiction back in 2008.  In her 

letter commending Officer Begeman, the resident said, “People are 

surprised that a cop had such an influence ... in my recovery.”  This 

type of outstanding customer service exemplifies Officer Begeman 

and the service he provides to the Portage community.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Barbara Janicke, a city employee for more than 30 years, was 

awarded the City of Portage Customer Service Lifetime Achievement 

Award.  As a Registration and Records Assistant in the Office of the 

City Clerk, Barb has provided exceptional customer service not only 

to Portage residents, but also 

elected officials and other city 

employees.

The City of Portage congratulates 

the recipients of the 2011 

Customer Service Awards 

and pledges a continued 

commitment to providing 

superior customer service to all 

residents and customers.  

City Manager Evans presents Police Officer 
Craig Begeman with the Outstanding 
Customer Service Award and Registration 
and Records Assistant, Barbara Janicke 
with the Lifetime Achievement Award

2011 Customer Service Awards


