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2013-2015 City Council Seated
The 2013-2015 Portage City Council was seated November 19, 2013.  Mayor Peter J. Strazdas was re-elected to a fifth two-year 
term.  Councilmembers Claudette Reid and Terry Urban were re-elected for new four-year terms and Councilmember Nasim 
Ansari was elected for a new four-year term.  One vacancy remains unfilled; a two-year unexpired term resulting from a recent 
Council resignation.  The City Council plans to interview applicants for the vacant seat on Monday, December 16, 2013, with final 
action and appointment of a new Councilmember on Tuesday, December 17, 2013. 

The Council acts as the legislative and policy-making body of the city, while the City Manager is responsible for the day-to-day 
operations of the city.  Citizens are encouraged to contact the City Administration with concerns or complaints about city services 
by calling Complaint Resolution at 329-4404 or by visiting www.portagemi.gov > Report It! 

Portage City Council 
2014 Meeting Schedule

 � January 7

 � January 21

 � February 11

 � February 25

 � March 11

 � March 25

 � April 15

 � April 29

 � May 13

 � May 27

 � June 10

 � June 24

 � July 8

 � July 22

 � August 12

 � August 26

 � September 9

 � September 23

 � October 7

 � October 21

 � November 4

 � November 18

 � December 2

 � December 16

Mayor 
Pete Strazdas
327-4478
peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Councilmember 
Claudette Reid
491-9725
claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Councilmember 
Nasim H. Ansari
327-0016
nasim.ansari@portagemi.gov

Councilmember
Patricia Randall
324-7779
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Councilmember
Jim Pearson
327-9136
jimpearson4@gmail.com

Councilmember
Terry Urban
323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Portage City Council 
2014 Meeting Schedule

Portage City Council meetings are held on 
Tuesday evenings at City Hall (7900 South 
Westnedge Avenue) in Council Chambers at 
7:30 p.m. and are open to the public. 
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Portage Ranks
7th Lowest

Portage Ranks
7th Lowest

Annual Tax Rate Survey Shows Portage Remains
       Among Lowest in Michigan

The City of Portage Assessor has completed the 2013 Tax Rate Survey of select Michigan cities.  The study is used to obtain general 

tax rate information and compare communities.  The City of Portage ranks seventh lowest in a comparison of cities with

             populations over 20,000, with one of the lower-ranking cities also levying a city income tax in addition to property taxes.  This

    chart shows a comparison of the average city millage for those cities responding to the survey, which is

    published annually in the Michigan Assessor magazine.  This competitive advantage continues to

    attract business development, investors and residents to Portage.

* These cities levy an income tax in addition to property taxes.

The 2013 Customer Service Awards were announced on 
November 13, 2013 at an annual customer service event attended 
by City of Portage employees.  Nominations for the Outstanding 
Customer Service Awards were made by city employees and 
Portage residents.  The award winners were selected by the city’s  
Customer Service Task Force and City Manager Maurice Evans. 

Honorable Mention
Police Officer Kyle Doster was nominated by a Portage resident 
who said, “He made me feel like we’re a team working toward the same goal.”  The 
resident commended Officer Doster for his patience, professionalism and dedication.

Michael West, Assistant City Planner, was nominated by a co-worker in the Department 
of Community Development.  Mike was recognized for treating everyone equally and 
with respect and was also acknowledged by several customers for his helpfulness and 
professionalism.

Outstanding Customer Service Award
Adam Herringa, in his role as Deputy City Clerk, has the opportunity 

to connect with many customers every day.  Adam plays a key 

role in preparing for and conducting city elections, including the 

training of election officials.  The comments received from election 

officials about Adam’s good efforts in this area are too numerous 

to mention.  Also very notable is Adam’s success working with and 

providing leadership to the Youth Advisory Committee which is 

made up of 32 youth.  He offers encouragement and ignites enthusiasm in these young 

people to develop and sponsor several events every year.  Adam delivers superior customer 

service with each encounter, always in a calm, straight-forward and articulate manner and 

for these reasons was awarded the 2013 Outstanding Customer Service Award.

The City of Portage congratulates the 2013 Customer Service Award winners and pledges a 

continued commitment to providing superior customer service to all residents and customers.

2013 Customer Service Awards Presented

City Manager Evans (second from right) congratulates 
(l to r) Kyle Doster, Adam Herringa and Mike West.
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