
2012 Late Summer Softball  

 
IMPORTANT!.........Parks office has moved to 7719 S. Westnedge Ave 

(past Library driveway and Central Cemetery) 
 

Registration Deadline    Friday, August 3 

All new and returning teams must submit an official roster and $385 team (a maximum of two checks preferred, no 
credit cards) at the Portage Parks & Recreation Department office.  Non-resident fees are waived for the Late Summer 
Leagues only.  League fees include all ASA approved game balls for the season, umpires, field preparation and 
Michigan Amateur Softball Association team registration fee. 

Registration Instructions   

To register and fill in your team electronic roster, go to the Portage City website beginning July 6: 
http://www.portagemi.gov/Departments/ParksRecreation/AdultSoftball.aspx .  The official team roster must be 
typed and also include original ink signatures.  Original rosters only, as photocopies will not be accepted. 

1. Type all team, manager and player information into the appropriate fields. 

2. Print the roster and ask each player to read the waiver on the left side of the roster. 

3. Collect signatures from each player and submit roster with payment by specified timeline. 

All teams will be placed in leagues or divisions at the discretion of Parks Department staff to encourage 
competitiveness and fair play.  Please attach a note to your roster if you are requesting a change in league, night of 
play or competitive level. 

Returning 2012 Summer League teams may re-submit their current roster.  Roster changes for new and returning 
teams will be frozen on September 3rd. 

Start of the Season     Tuesday, August 21  

All leagues will feature a round-robin 5 game schedule with an additional 2 games played against the top and 
bottom of a division respectively.  6 games are guaranteed beginning August 21 and ending on October 3rd.  Game 
times are 5:45 p.m., 6:45 p.m. with some late games possible.  Games will be played on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Games will be played at South Westnedge Park fields 1-4 and Ramona Park fields 1-2. 

League Schedules   

http://www.portagemi.gov/Departments/ParksRecreation/AdultSoftball/Leagues.aspx  

League schedules will be posted on-line by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday August 15.  Schedules will only be posted online 
in the new “Schedules, Scores and Standings” section. 

Game Cancellations, Postponements and Make-Up Dates 

Games will not be cancelled prior to 4:00 p.m..  Managers and Players may call the softball hotline at 329-4523 for a 
recorded message with current rain– out information.  The Parks and Recreation Department will make every effort 
to reschedule rain-out games in a timely manor.  Make-ups may require multiple games on league nights or games 
on nights other that a teams regular league night. 

Contact Information 

For general questions, please contact Patrick Linihan, Adult Softball League Coordinator at linihanp@portagemi.gov 

Manager/Team Responsibilities 

At the time of registration, each team manager will be required to sign the Conduct Policy concerning accountability 
for roster eligibility, individual conduct, alcohol limitations, litter clean up and profanity guidelines. 

Portage Parks & Recreation Department 
7719 S. Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002 

269-329-4522 



2012 Late Summer Softball  

 

General “Game” Reminders 

• ASA bat restrictions are in effect for all leagues and tournaments. 
• Each team should confirm the score with the umpire after each inning and at the end of the game. 
• Please remind all team members and fans that parking for softball games is not allowed on Parkland Terrace, 

the first street north of the fields at South Westnedge Park – violators are subject to tickets and fines.  Please 
use West Lake Nature Preserve and the skate park area for over flow parking. 

• Alcohol is prohibited at Ramona Park.  At South Westnedge Park, alcohol may be consumed only after a game 
and in grass areas, not in parking lots, bleachers or bench areas. 

• Each team is expected to keep benches, bleachers and park grounds free of litter and all beverage containers. 
• Profanity will not be tolerated while on park property. 
• Umpires have the right to ask all jewelry be removed as a safety precaution. 
• All leagues start with a 1-1 count on the batter with a free foul.  Pitching arc is 6 to 10 feet. 
• Game balls are provided for all league games. 
• Restrooms should be used at all times – any other means will result in ejections. 
• Children are not allowed in dugout. 
• Game injury medical coverage and ambulance transport is the responsibility of each participant. 

 

General Portage Park Rules and Regulations 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES:  Prohibited in Ramona Park, Westfield Park and in ALL parking areas 
 

PETS:  Pets allowed except where posted. Posted areas include: picnic areas, playground and Ramona Park Beach. 

Pets must be restrained on a six-foot or retractable leash. Persons in charge of or in control of pets on park property 

shall be responsible for clean up and removal of excrement deposited by such pet. 
 

IT IS UNLAWFUL TO: 

• Destroy park property •  Hunt or trap in park lands 

• Have fires except in fireplaces or designated areas •  Litter or pollute any park land or waterway 

• Peddle or solicit in park lands without an official permit •  Cut or remove wood or flora 

• Drive or park motorized vehicles except in designated areas •  Play any musical device loudly 

• Use or discard tobacco products on Ramona Park beach •  Loiter in parking areas 

• Operate bicycles in park lands except on entry roads, parking lots, or designated bikeways 
• Engage in any activity which, as part of that activity, includes the hitting of golf balls 
• Leave vehicles unattended either overnight or in non-designated parking area.  Violators may be towed. 

 

POLICE OFFICERS OR PARKS DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES MAY REQUEST ANY PERSON TO LEAVE FOR CAUSE. 
VIOLATION OF PARK RULES IS A VIOLATION OF LAW PUNISHABLE BY FINES AND COSTS (ORD. 1062.11). 
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CITY OF PORTAGE 
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

2012 ADULT SLOWPITCH SOFTBALL PROGRAM 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES  

1. All teams must have a designated Team Manager who is responsible for the following: 
• Collect all fees and submit a valid roster by the registration deadline.  Verify all information on the roster prior to submission. 
• Inform team members of all rules, regulations and communications provided by the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
• Collect and submit team lineup and scorecards as necessary. 
• Ensure players deposit all trash and recyclables in provided receptacle and team vacates the dugout area in a timely manor to keep 

games on schedule. 
 
2. All teams must submit a roster with at least ten (10) players.  Each player must read and sign the roster including home address, 

telephone number, date of birth, resident/non-resident status, and date of sign up.  
 
3. Falsified Information:  Any roster containing falsified information regarding residency of players is illegal and may result in that team 

losing its position in the Portage leagues.  An illegal roster detected prior to the start of the season may immediately eliminate that team 
from the league, and its position may be awarded to the next eligible new team.  Any roster or line-up discovered to be illegal after the 
season begins may result in that team forfeiting all games up to the disclosure and losing its position for the following season.  Rosters 
will be checked.  ANY PLAYER OR MANAGER SIGNING OTHER THAN HIS/HER OWN SIGNATURE ON A ROSTER 
MAY BE SUSPENDED FOR ONE (1) CALENDAR YEAR FROM THE PORTAGE LEAGUES.  

 
4. League titles will be determined by the best overall record for the 13-game season.  All ties for division or league title will be settled by 

1) head-to-head records or 2) total runs scored in games between tied teams.  
 
5. The Adult Softball Coordinator has authority to enforce Parks and Recreation Department rules, regulations and policies.  Parks and 

Recreation staff have the right to make decisions in the best interest of the recreation softball program, safety of participants and 
protection of park property.  

 

PARK RULES 

All individual team members and spectators are expected to observe and comply with all park rules to avoid ejection, forfeits, suspensions 
and civil infraction citations.  Please review ALL Park rules prior to play.   
 

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY 

1. There will be a maximum of twenty (20) players per team.  
 
2. An ineligible player shall be defined as indicated below: 

• a player not meeting the minimum age requirement (15 years old as of May 1 of the current year) 
• a player who does not sign the roster or pay the appropriate fee prior to playing 
• a player who cannot prove identity when requested by an umpire or other league official 
• a player who has been removed from a roster or suspended for that game 
 

If a player is determined to be ineligible, both the player and manager may be suspended for at least one calendar year and the offending 
team may forfeit all previous games and claims to league or division championships.  The team may also be prohibited from entering the 
league the following year.  
 
Reminder:  A player may play on multiple teams within the same division of play, on separate nights, if listed on official roster.  
Example:  A male may play on more than one Men’s or Co-Ed team as long as each team plays on different days of the week.  Likewise, 
a female may play on a two different Co-Ed teams if on separate nights. 
 

SUBSTITUTIONS AND ROSTER ADDITIONS 

1. Roster additions may be requested prior 5 p.m. each day through June 29.  The player must sign the official roster on file at the Parks and 
Recreation office.  Roster additions are only allowed up to the 20 player limit.  Team Managers may request to remove a player from the 
team roster with approval by the Softball Coordinator. 

 
2. If a team has less than 10 players to start a game, that team may obtain a substitute from a currently rostered player in the same division.  

This player is only permitted as a sub when the requesting team has less than 10 players to start the game.  This substituting player may 
sub up to 3 times per season for other teams within their division and must be included on the lineup card.   
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PLAYING RULES 

1. 2012 Official Rules of Amateur Softball Association of America shall govern all play except when superseded by local league rules.  
ASA approved game balls are provided for all regular league and tournament games.  Team managers and participating players are 
responsible for using ASA approved bats in all regular league and tournament play. 

 
2. Metal spikes are not permitted in the Portage Slow-Pitch Leagues.  
 
3. The starting time of early games will be 6:15 p.m.  A five-minute grace period shall be allowed only for the first game at which time 

eight players must be ready to play.  Game time is forfeit time for late games.  No inning shall begin after one hour and twenty minutes 
from the start of the game.  The umpires should use their discretion on extending the time limit for close games and should complete all 
tie games when daylight permits.  Infield practice shall be allowed only at the discretion of the umpires.   

 
4.   To provide the opportunity for more complete games, all leagues will use the 1 ball/1 strike rule and receive a “free” foul ball after two 

strikes. 
 
5. Mercy Rule: If, at any time, a team leads by 12 runs or more, the leading team will bat only their next 10 batters for each inning with 

such a lead.  After those 10 batters or 3 outs (whichever comes first), the half inning/inning is over and the opposing team is up to bat.  
Additionally, if a team leads by 15 runs or more after 5 innings, the game is ruled complete. 

 
6. Teams must provide lineups prior to the start of the game.  The lineup will be collected by the home team and kept with scorecard, 

however, both teams should keep accurate records and score for protest purposes.  It is the responsibility of each manager to sign the 
scorecard and lineup as protests will not be honored unless signed.  Both teams should make sure the score is correct after each 
inning, with the umpire.   

 
7. A team may start or continue with eight (8) players.  A team unable to field eight (8) players at game time or any time thereafter, will 

forfeit that game.  If a team starting with eight (8) players has a ninth (9th) player arrive, he/she may take their position on the field at that 
time and must bat in the #9 batting position.  Subsequent arrivals will bat in the #10, #11, #12, etc. batting positions.   

 
Should a player be removed from the game due to an ejection and no legal substitute is available, that player will be declared out at that 
time and that position will remain an out when it next comes to bat.  

 
8. Teams may choose to use the “open-ended batting order” prior to each game and must declare they are using the open or closed order at 

the pre-game meeting with the umpire and opposing coach.  Once declared, they must use it for the entire game.  Both teams do not have 
to use the open-ended order. 

  
 Definition, Open-ended batting order 
 All players present for a game bat, regardless if they play in the field or not.  If 14 players are at a game, all bat in order, one through 

fourteen.  Substitutions in the field are unlimited.  If another team member arrives late, that player will bat in the last position in the 
order.  Example:  if 14 players start the game and another arrives late, that player bats number 15.  (They cannot be inserted into the 
number 4 batting position.) 

 
 If a player is injured during the game and cannot bat, the batting order closes automatically without penalty.  
 

If a player on a team using the open-ended order leaves the park prior to the completion of the game, the batting order may be closed and 
no out will occur. 

 
9. The over-the-fence home run rule for all Women’s, Men’s, Co-Ed, Church and Over-50 Leagues:  3 over-the-fence home runs per 

gender will be allowed per game.  Additional home runs will not count and will be ruled an out. 

10. A courtesy runner may be used once per inning for a batter reaching base and must be the last player to make an out. 

UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT, EJECTIONS, SUSPENSIONS AND FORFEITS 

1. The umpires have the authority to eject any player, coach or manager from a game for what they deem unsportsmanlike conduct 
including profanity.  Any player ejected from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct or profanity is suspended for the next schedule game, 
however, that player may remain on the bench unless the unsportsmanlike conduct or profanity continues at which time the player and 
manager will be ejected from the park.  Any player ejected for a flagrant act will be ejected from the park and will be subject to a hearing 
with the Parks and Recreation Department staff. 

 
2. Two ejections for unsportsmanlike conduct during the current season will result in the player being suspended from the Portage softball 

leagues for one calendar year.  
 
3. Unsportsmanlike conduct from a team or its spectators may result in a game forfeiture.  Verbal abuse at any time within the park by a 

team or its spectators will result in removal from the park and/or suspension.  It is the responsibility of the team manager, and players 
to restrain their team members or spectators from abusing the umpires, opposing players or opposing spectators. 

 



Page 3 

4. Physical violence between players or team members shall result in immediate suspension until a disciplinary hearing is held.  It will be 
the suspended individual’s responsibility to schedule a hearing with the Parks and Recreation Department.  The department will consider 
each case individually and will take the appropriate disciplinary action following a hearing.  Penalties may range from several games to 
permanent suspension from Portage softball leagues.  

 
5. Physical contact with the umpires or actions that could cause injury to an umpire may result in automatic suspension for the current 

season and following season and, if conditions warrant, the offending player may be permanently suspended from playing in Portage 
softball leagues.  

 
6. All property north of the fence on diamonds #1, 2, 5 & 6 and directly adjacent to diamonds #3 & 4 is off limits.  If any team 

member or spectator associated with that team is found on this property for any reason other than ball retrieval, that player may be 
suspended from league play.  The umpires and the Adult Softball Coordinator have the authority to declare immediate suspension.  
Further individual and team sanctions may come from the Adult Softball Coordinator and Parks and Recreation staff. 

 
7. Forfeits – Failure to call in a forfeit by 3:00 p.m. on game day will require a $25 fee payable prior to the next game. 
 
PROTESTS 

Protests must be made in accordance with ASA rules.  Notification of a protest must be entered on the official scorecard prior to the next 
pitch.  Only those involving an umpire’s interpretation of a rule will be accepted.  Protests must be submitted in writing on an official incident 
form, accompanied by a $25 protest fee, to the Parks and Recreation office before 5 p.m. the next business day.  Protests will be handled by a 
committee composed of Parks and Recreation staff members.  The protest fee will be refunded if the protest is upheld.  Protests involving 
player eligibility must be made before or during the game upon discovery of the ineligible player.  If a team is protesting player eligibility, the 
game will be played.  The player in question must provide proper identification.  If the player eligibility protest is valid, both the player and 
manager may be suspended for one calendar year and the team will forfeit all games up the time of discovery and may not be allowed to enter 
the league the following year.  
 

CO-ED RULES 
 

In addition to above rules and regulations, the following apply to CO-ED divisions:   
 
1.  Female batters will hit an 11 inch softball, male batters will hit a 12 inch softball. 
 
2.  There shall be 10 players on a side, half male and half female.  If there is an unequal number of players, the females shall be 

more numerous, however, a team may start and continue with nine players, five male and four female, at which time the “extra” 
male player will be rotated with another male player in the same batting position to keep the batting order “open.”  The “extra” male 
batter can not play defense until another female arrives to even up the defensive line-up. 

 
3.  When on offense, batters will alternate, M, F, unless the females are more numerous, in which case a female could follow another female 

in the batting order.  If the open-ended batting order is used, a late arriving male would be inserted between two female batters in the 
batting order.   

 
4.  Open-ended batting order, CO-ED example:  Additional male batters may be substituted for each other in the same batting slot if the 

manager declares this option prior to the start of a co-ed game.  The managers of the respective teams will be responsible for 
monitoring each other’s rosters and correcting the lineup if discrepancies take place.  An example of this ruling is 8 male players 
and 7 female players show up for a game and alternate male-female batters.  The “extra” male batter may be rotated with another 
male batter in the same batting position to keep the batting order “open” rather than reverting to a “closed” batting order.   

 
Example of 5 Males & 4 Females 

Continue to Rotate 
  1-M 5-M 1-M 5-M 
  1-F 1-F 1-F 1-F 
  2-M 2-M 2-M 2-M 
  2-F 2-F 2-F 2-F 
  3-M 3-M 3-M 3-M 
  3-F 3-F 3-F 3-F 
  4-M 4-M 4-M 4-M 
  4-F 4-F 4-F 4-F 
 
5.  When on defense, fielders will alternate male/female.  An all female pitcher/catcher battery is permitted. 

6.  If a male batter receives a walk on the first three pitches, the next female batter has the option of receiving a walk or taking her turn to 
bat.  The male gets 2nd base, even if the female decides to hit. 

7. The City of Portage does not use the encroachment rule, regarding male and female defensive players. 
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