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   The Portage Department of Public Safety is investigating a fatal traffic accident 

that occurred on the I-94 eastbound off-ramp to Portage Road (78 mile marker). At 

approximately 5:05 p.m., the Portage Department of Public Safety received a 9-1-1 call 

about a van being driven erratically eastbound on I-94 from U.S. 131. Officers were 

dispatched to the freeway; however, prior to their arrival, the van exited onto the ramp 

for Portage Road. Once on the ramp, the van struck a stationary vehicle, which then 

struck a motorcycle. The operator of the motorcycle, David Pease (66), of Kalamazoo, 

died from the impact. The driver of the van may have been experiencing a medical crisis 

and was transported to the hospital for treatment, but is expected to be released.  The 

motorcyclist was wearing a helmet, and the investigation continues.  

 Anyone with information is asked to call the Portage Department of Public Safety 

at 329-4567 or Silent Observer at 343-2100, www.kalamazoosilentobserver.com. 
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