NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT: Portage Department of
Public Safety
Watch Commander
269-329-4567

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: July 6, 2011
Case No. 11-10752

On July 6, 2011, at approximately 12:45 a.m., Portage Department of Public
Safety police officers responded to the Shell Gas station at 5126 Portage Road,
Portage, for an armed robbery that had just occurred. The clerk reported that he had
just been robbed by a white male suspect wearing a face mask and brandishing a

handgun.

As officers arrived on the scene, the suspect was observed fleeing the area in a
silver Chevrolet Trailblazer. Portage and Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety
officers initially stopped the vehicle near the intersection of Cork Street and Portage
Road. However, upon ordering the suspect to exit the vehicle, he again fled, leading
officers on a pursuit through the City of Kalamazoo. Deputies from the Kalamazoo
County Sheriff’'s Department joined the pursuit, and portable spike strips were used to
disable the vehicle’s tires; the vehicle stopped near the intersection of E. Main and

Wallace Streets.

Once the suspect vehicle stopped, officers saw that the suspect was holding the
gun to his head threatening to shoot himself. At that time, officers began negotiating

with the suspect.



Negotiations continued with the suspect for approximately two and half hours
from an armored police vehicle. Kalamazoo and Portage SWAT officers formed a joint
team to take the suspect into custody. The suspect then surrendered without incident.

The suspect’s vehicle was searched, and the stolen money was recovered.

The 34-year-old suspect is currently lodged at the Kalamazoo County Sheriff's
Department. Charges for Armed Robbery and Fleeing and Eluding will be submitted to
the Kalamazoo County Prosecutor’s Office for review.

Anyone with information is asked to call the Portage Department of Public Safety

at 329-4567 or Silent Observer at 343-2100, www.kalamazoosilentobserver.com.
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