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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date:  05/31/2015 
Case No.  15-8745 
 
 On Saturday, May 30, at approximately 1:53 p.m., Portage Department of Public 

Safety Police and Fire/Rescue units responded to eastbound I-94 near Portage Road 

for a report of an injury accident.  The investigation revealed that a tandem wheel/tire 

assembly from a westbound tanker trailer came off its axle and bounded over the 

median and into eastbound I-94 traffic.  The wheel/tire assembly then struck a 2013 

Honda Accord, which was occupied by three individuals from Illinois.  The back seat 

passenger, a 67-year-old woman, identified as Rebecca Avery of Glenview, died at the 

scene.  The driver, a 34-year-old man, identified as Michael Ditewig of Chicago, was 

transported to Bronson Hospital and later died from his injuries.  The front seat 

passenger was treated at the scene for non-life-threatening injuries.  As a result of the 

accident, eastbound I-94 was shut down near the scene for approximately four hours.     

Anyone with information is asked to call the Portage Department of Public Safety 

at 329-4567 or Silent Observer at 343-2100, www.kalamazoosilentobserver.com. 
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