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2011-2013 City Council Seated
The Portage City Council for 2011-2013, including new Councilmember Jim Pearson, was seated at the November 15, 2011 City 

Council meeting.  Mayor Peter J. Strazdas was re-elected to a fourth two-year term and Councilmembers Elizabeth Campbell 

and Patricia Randall were re-elected for new four-year terms.  Councilmember 

Pearson was elected to a four-year term, replacing outgoing Councilmember 

Cory Bailes, who was appointed in December 2010 to fill the term vacated by 

State Representative Margaret O’Brien.   Also on November 15, Councilmember 

Claudette Reid was elected Mayor Pro Tem by her fellow Councilmembers.

Portage City Council 
2012 Meeting Schedule

City Council meetings are held on Tuesday 

evenings at Portage City Hall (7900 South West-

nedge Avenue) in Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m. 

 � January 10

 � January 24

 � February 14

 � February 28

 � March 13

 � March 27

 � April 10

 � April 24

 � May 8

 � May 22

 � June 12

 � June 26

 � July 10 

 � July 24

 � August 14

 � August 28

 � September 11

 � September 25

 � October 9

 � October 23

 � November 6

 � November 20

 � December 4

 � December 18

Mayor 
Peter J. Strazdas
Telephone: 327-4478
peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Mayor Pro Tem 
Claudette Reid
491-9725
claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Councilmember 
Elizabeth Campbell
321-9383
campbell4portage@yahoo.com

Councilmember
Ed Sackley
323-8119
edsackley@msn.com

Councilmember
Patricia M. Randall
324-7779
patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Councilmember
Jim Pearson
327-9136
jim.pearson@portagemi.gov

Councilmember
Terry R. Urban
323-8160
terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Portage Ranks 
Eighth Lowest

* These cities also levy an 
income tax.

Source:  Portage City Assessor0
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Annual Tax Rate Survey Shows Portage 
Remains Among Lowest in Michigan

The City of Portage Assessor has completed the 2011 Tax Rate Survey of Michigan cities.  The study is used to obtain general tax rate 

information and compare communities.  The City of Portage ranks eighth lowest in a comparison of cities with populations 

over 25,000, with one of the lower-ranking cities also levying a city income tax in addition to property taxes.  This chart 

shows a comparison of the average city millage for those cities responding to the survey, which 

is published annually in the Michigan Assessor magazine.  This competitive 

advantage continues to attract business development, investors 

and residents to Portage.

The 2011 Customer Service Awards were announced by City Manager 

Maurice Evans on November 16, 2011 at an annual customer service 

event attended by City of Portage employees.  Nominations for the 

Outstanding Customer Service Awards were made by fellow employees 

and Portage residents.  The award winners were selected by the City of 

Portage Customer Service Task Force and City Manager Evans. 

Honorable Mention
Ingrid McGuire, Finance Clerk in the Treasury Office, was recognized 

by three separate Portage residents and was presented with an 

Honorable Mention award.

Outstanding Customer Service Award
Police Officer Craig Begemen was presented with the 2011 

Outstanding Customer Service Award.  Officer Begeman was 

recently acknowledged by a Portage resident for encouraging her 

to seek professional help for drug addiction back in 2008.  In her 

letter commending Officer Begeman, the resident said, “People are 

surprised that a cop had such an influence ... in my recovery.”  This 

type of outstanding customer service exemplifies Officer Begeman 

and the service he provides to the Portage community.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Barbara Janicke, a city employee for more than 30 years, was 

awarded the City of Portage Customer Service Lifetime Achievement 

Award.  As a Registration and Records Assistant in the Office of the 

City Clerk, Barb has provided exceptional customer service not only 

to Portage residents, but also 

elected officials and other city 

employees.

The City of Portage congratulates 

the recipients of the 2011 

Customer Service Awards 

and pledges a continued 

commitment to providing 

superior customer service to all 

residents and customers.  

City Manager Evans presents Police Officer 
Craig Begeman with the Outstanding 
Customer Service Award and Registration 
and Records Assistant, Barbara Janicke 
with the Lifetime Achievement Award

2011 Customer Service Awards
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All home heating systems require regular maintenance to 

function safely and efficiently.  The Portage Department 

of Public Safety Fire Division encourages you to maintain 

a safe fireplace and use proper burning methods.  The 

United States Fire Administration offers the following fire 

safety steps.

Keep Fireplaces and Wood Stoves Clean
 � Have your chimney or wood stove inspected and 

cleaned annually by a certified chimney specialist.

 � Clear the area around the hearth of debris, 

decorations and flammable materials.

 � Leave glass doors open while burning a fire to 

ensure that the fire receives enough air, causing 

complete combustion and keeping creosote from 

building up in the chimney.  Most glass fireplace 

doors have a metal mesh screen which should be 

closed when the glass doors are open. This mesh 

screen helps keep embers from getting out of the 

fireplace area.

 � Always use a metal mesh screen with fireplaces that 

do not have a glass fireplace door. 

 � Close glass doors when the fire is out to keep air from 

the chimney opening from getting into the room. 

 � Install stovepipe thermometers to help monitor flue 

temperatures.

 � Keep air inlets on wood stoves open and never restrict 

air supply to fireplaces.  Otherwise, creosote can 

buildup, which could lead to a chimney fire.

 � Use fire-resistant materials on walls around wood 

stoves.

Safely Burn Fuels
 � Don’t use flammable liquids to start a fire.

 � Use only seasoned hardwood.  Soft, moist wood 

accelerates creosote buildup.

 � Build small fires that burn completely and produce 

less smoke.

 � Never burn cardboard boxes, trash or debris in your 

fireplace or wood stove.

 � When building a fire, place logs at the rear of the 

fireplace on an adequate support grate.

 � Never leave a fire in the fireplace unattended.  Extin-

guish fires before going to bed or leaving the house.

 � Soak hot ashes in water and place them in a metal 

container outside your home.

Protect the Outside of Your Home
 � Stack firewood at least 30 feet away from your home.

 � Keep the roof clear of leaves, pine needles and debris.

 � Cover the chimney with a mesh screen spark arrester.

 � Remove branches hanging above chimneys, flues or 

vents.

Protect the Inside of Your Home
 � Install smoke alarms on every level of your home 

and inside and outside of sleeping areas.  Test smoke 

alarms monthly and change the batteries at least 

once each year.

 � Provide proper venting systems for all heating 

equipment.

 � Extend all vent pipes at least three feet above the roof.

Portage Encourages Fireplace Safety

On October 27, 2011, the Portage Department of Public Safety installed a 

permanent medication collection box in the lobby at 7810 Shaver Road.  The 

Red Med Box is a joint effort between law enforcement in Kalamazoo County, 

the Kalamazoo Household Hazardous Waste Center and the Kalamazoo 

Substance Abuse Task Force.  Historically, there have been few safe and 

convenient ways for consumers to dispose of unused prescription drugs.  The 

Red Med Box program provides residents with safe and convenient access to 

proper medicinal disposal.  

“The abuse of prescription drugs is our nation’s fastest growing drug 

problem,” according to the Office of National Drug Control Policy Director, 

Gil Kerlikowske.  In fact, right here in Kalamazoo County, more middle school 

students reported abusing prescription drugs in the past 30 days than 

reported using marijuana or alcohol, according to the 2010 Michigan Profile for 

Healthy Youth Survey.  In addition, 20 to 60 percent of prescriptions go unused 

and are eventually disposed.  Several studies, including the 2002 analysis by 

the U.S. geological survey found that of the 139 streams across 30 states tested,  

80 percent of waterways had measurable concentrations of prescription and 

non-prescription drugs, steroids and reproductive hormones.

Four Red Med Box locations for medication collection and disposal have been set up across Kalamazoo County.  

They include the Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety, the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department, the 

Kalamazoo Township Police Department and the Portage Department of Public Safety.  Materials deposited in 

a Red Med Box are later destroyed by high-temperature incineration.  Disposing of medications at one of these 

locations will ensure that unused, unwanted and expired medications will not become a threat for abuse or 

overdoses and will not enter the environment and contaminate the drinking water supply.

Portage Department of Public 
Safety Installs a Red Med Box

The new Red Med Box located at the 
Portage Department of Public Safety, 
7810 Shaver Road.

Department of 
Public Safety 
Up For CALEA 
Reaccreditation
The Portage Department of 

Public Safety is scheduled for 

an on-site assessment to verify 

that it continues to meet or 

exceed nationally recognized 

professional standards.  The 

Portage Department of Public 

Safety was first awarded accredited status in 2002 by 

the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 

Agencies Inc. (CALEA).  To maintain accreditation, the 

program requires agencies to provide written and 

demonstrated proof of compliance with state-of-the-art 

standards in four basic areas: policies and procedures, 

administration, operations, and support services.

As part of the on-site assessment, agency employees 

and members of the community are invited to offer 

comments at a public information session on Monday, 

December 12, 2011 at 7 p.m. at Portage City Hall 

Conference Room #1 (7900 South Westnedge Avenue).  

Individuals who cannot attend the public information 

session but would still like to provide comments to the 

assessment team may do so by calling 329-4587 on 

Monday, December 12, 2011, between the hours of 

1 p.m. and 5 p.m.

Telephone comments as well as comments made at the 

public information session are limited to 10 minutes 

and must address the agency’s ability to comply with 

CALEA standards.  A copy of the standards is available at 

the Portage Department of Public Safety Headquarters 

and can be obtained by calling at 329-4567.

Persons wishing to offer written comments about 

the ability of the Portage Department of Public 

Safety to meet the standards for accreditation are 

requested to write: Commission on Accreditation for 

Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc., 13575 Heathcote 

Boulevard, Suite 320, Gainesville, Virginia, 20155.

Accepted Items

 � Expired and Unused Medications

 � Over-the-Counter Medications

 � Medication Samples

 � Pet Medications

 � Medicated Ointment, Lotion, Drops

 � Unopened Epi-Pens

 � Liquid Medications

Items NOT Accepted

 � Needles, Lancets, Syringes

 � Thermometers

 � IV Bags

 � Bloody or Infectious Waste

 � Hydrogen Peroxide

 � Business Waste

 � Empty Containers

 � Personal Care Products (shampoo, mouthwash, 

antacid, vitamins, etc.)

 � Inhalers

Portage Red Med Box Portage Department of Public Safety

7810 Shaver Road
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The City of Portage operates a comprehensive snow 

removal program each winter to ensure the maximum 

degree of safety to the motoring public.  As early as 3:30 

a.m., snowplow operators are at work plowing, sanding 

and salting city streets.  In order to maximize benefit to the 

Portage residents, streets are prioritized according to how 

heavily the streets are traveled in the following manner:

Priority I:  All major streets (examples include South 

Westnedge Avenue, Oakland Drive, Milham Avenue, 

Kilgore Road, Shaver Road, Lovers Lane, etc.)

Priority II:  All primary “feeder” streets leading into 

various residential neighborhoods, including access 

streets to all schools.

Priority III:  All interior neighborhood streets.

Priority IV:  Cul-de-sac and dead end streets.

When a major snow event is in progress, every effort 

is made to keep Priority I and II streets clear.  Usually, 

the snowplow operators can complete all Priority I and 

II streets in four (4) to eight (8) hours.  Once the major 

roads are clear, the snowplow operators begin clearing 

the Priority III and IV streets, which may require 24 to 48 

hours to clear.  De-icing materials are applied as needed 

throughout the duration of a snow event, with major 

streets, bridges, intersections, hills and curves receiving 

priority attention.  As a major storm moves through the 

area, city crews will continue efforts to ensure streets are 

properly plowed and de-iced.  Residents are reminded that 

Portage has 219 miles of city streets to plow and the plow 

trucks normally travel through heavy snow at speeds of 

only 15 to 25 mph.  Major thoroughfares receive primary 

attention and are kept as clear as possible.  

To improve the efficiency and effectiveness of City of 

Portage snowplowing operations, residents are asked to 

abide by city ordinances and state law:

 ♦ Chapter 78, Article 1, Section 78-2 of the Portage 

Code of Ordinances prohibits vehicle parking 

on the city roadways between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. 

from October 15 to April 15.  Vehicles parking on 

the streets during this time period interfere with 

snowplowing activities.  

 ♦ Chapter 66, Article 1, Section 66-2 of the Portage 

Code of Ordinances prohibits residents from having 

basketball stands in the city right-of-way.  Likewise, 

during trash and recycling removal days, citizens 

are requested to keep their containers on the curbs 

verses on the actual roadways.  These items impede 

safe snowplowing operations and can damage 

equipment on the trucks.

 ♦ Michigan State Law (MCL 2577.677a) prohibits 

residents and private snowplow operators from 

depositing snow from private driveways, parking lots 

and sidewalks onto any public roadway.

The snow removal program is designed to keep city streets 

clear and safe in the most efficient manner possible.  Ques-

tions about snow removal operations may be directed to 

the Streets & Equipment Department at 329-4444. 

Mailbox Replacement Policy
The City of Portage snow removal program is 
designed to keep city streets clear and safe in the 
most efficient manner possible.  While plow trucks 
normally travel through heavy snow at speeds of 
only 15 to 25 mph, the weight of the snow coming 
off the plow can easily damage mailboxes and/or 
knock posts and mailboxes completely over.  

Residents are encouraged to call the City of Portage 
Streets & Equipment Department at 329-4444 or use 
the “Report It” tool on the city website (www.portagemi.
gov/government/report_it.asp) to report mailbox 
damage resulting from snow plowing operations. 
Staff will schedule either repair of the damage or 
replacement of the box and post, as necessary.  

Replacements will be in the form of a standard U. S. 
Postal mailbox and/or post.  The standard mailbox 
is either white or black and measures 6.5 inches in 
width, 19 inches in length and 8.5 inches in height.  
The mailbox has a hinged door and flag.   Damaged 
posts will be replaced with a standard 4” x 4” wooden 
cross-arm U.S. Postal post.

Residents will have the option of receiving the 
standard replacement mailbox installed by the city 
or receiving a payment of $44 (the cost of a standard 
box and post with labor).  If payment is desired, the 
resident will be asked to sign and return a release 
form to the city and will be responsible for purchase 
and installation of a mailbox of their choosing.

If you have any questions concerning the Mailbox 
Replacement Program, please contact the Streets & 
Equipment Department at 329-4444.

Snowplow Program Designed 
to Keep Streets Clear

Area residents are invited to attend the City of 
Portage annual Tree Lighting and Traditional 
Holiday Celebration on Saturday, December 3 at 
7 p.m.  The event will begin at the City Centre, 
near the Portage District Library where thousands 
of lights will be illuminated in celebration of the 
holiday season.  See the enclosed 2011-2012 Winter 
Recreation Program for event details.

The Ice Rink at Millennium Park will open for the 12th 
season on Saturday, December 3, 2011 and remain 
open through March 4, 2012, weather permitting.  This 
large outdoor refrigerated ice rink features an excel-
lent skating surface, warming house, rest rooms, skate 
rental, skate sharpening and food concessions.  See the 
enclosed 2011-2012 Winter Recreation Program for the 
rink schedule, fees and other important information.

The Ice Rink at Millennium Park
280 Romence Road – just west of South Westnedge Avenue

Call 324-9200 for current ice rink information

After over ten years of planning, two years of 
construction work and $46 million dollars in federal 
highway funds, the South Westnedge Avenue / I-94 
Interchange is now open to traffic.  The interchange 
improvements, along with widening I-94 from 
Oakland Drive to Portage Road and the replacement 
of the I-94 bridge over Portage Creek became 
feasible with funding from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.  The ARRA 
funding provided the city funding match, saving city 
taxpayers $2 million over traditional federal funding.  
In cooperation with the Michigan Department 

of Transportation, the City of Portage began the 
planning and design of the new interchange in 2001.  
Construction on the project began in the summer of 
2009 and carried through 2010 and 2011, as each side 
of eastbound and westbound I-94 was widened.

The new interchange features an innovative design 
known as a Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI) 
in which all interchange traffic is controlled by a 
single traffic signal.  The interchange also includes 
pedestrian sidewalks on both sides of South 
Westnedge Avenue under I-94, as well as improved 

streetlighting, underground 
utilities and new street paving.  
South Westnedge Avenue now 
includes three through lanes in  
both directions.  Motorists are 
urged to be aware of the new 
lanes, interchange ramps and 
traffic signal when travelling 
this newly completed part of 
the South Westnedge Avenue 
business corridor. 
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Portage Commerce Square

Alternate Route Designations

Holiday Alternate Route Map

South Westnedge Avenue Open for Business

Tree Lighting & Traditional Holiday Celebration
Saturday, December 3 - 7 p.m.

City Centre and Celery Flats Historical Area

The South Westnedge Avenue  / I-94 Interchange is an example of a Single Point Urban 
Interchange (SPUI), in which all interchange traffic is controlled by a single traffic signal.

Even with the completion of this project, drivers are 
encouraged to use the Holiday Alternate Route Map 
to navigate in and around the Portage Commerce 
Square during the busy holiday traffic season.
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Televised City Meetings
All City of Portage City Council, Planning Commission 

and Zoning Board of Appeals meetings can be 

viewed live on channel 21.  AT&T U-Verse customers 

can access the City of Portage government meetings 

on channel 99 and then follow the prompts to access 

the various meetings. 

December
1 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

6 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

12 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

15 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

20 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

January
5 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

9 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 

10 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

19 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting

24 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

City Closings
City offices will be closed 
in observance of the 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Day holidays on:

 ♦ Monday, December 26

 ♦ Monday, January 2

Happy 

Holidays!

2011 Winter Property Taxes
The 2011 City of Portage winter tax bills were mailed to Portage property owners on 

November 23, 2011.  Payments for 2011 winter tax bills are due by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 

February 14, 2012.  Property owners who did not receive a winter tax bill are asked to 

contact the Portage Treasury Office.  Failure to receive a tax bill does not relieve the 

property owner of the responsibility for payment of the tax and applicable fees.

Questions regarding the tax bills may be directed to the Portage Treasury Office at 329-

4455.  Property tax information is available on the city website at www.portagemi.gov 

– click on the Quick Links tab and select Property Information.  Property tax information is 

updated daily.

Tax payments can be made by cash, check or money order at City Hall.  The Treasury 

Office is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with the exception of Monday, 

December 26, 2011 and Monday, January 2, 2012.  A drop box is available 24 hours a 

day near the south exit of City Hall.  Payments deposited in the drop box are processed 

the next business day.  Payment by check authorizes the city to convert the check to an 

electronic funds transfer which may be debited from the bank account as soon as the day 

the city receives the check payment.

Taxpayers can pay by credit card by calling 1-800-272-9829 and following the instructions 

on the front of the property tax statement.  When using this payment method, a 

convenience fee is added at the end of the transaction by Official Payments Corporation.  

Taxpayers can also use an online banking process, using the parcel number as the 

account number.  Online banking payments should be made no later than February 7, 

2012 to ensure timely delivery of funds to City Hall to avoid late fees.

Mailed payments must be postmarked by the Post Office on or before February 14, 2012 

and received by the city no later than February 21, 2012 to avoid the 3 percent late fee. 

The Portage Treasury Office strongly recommends that taxpayers choosing to mail tax 

payments on or after February 10, 2012 hand-deliver payments to the US Post Office and 

witness a clerk postmark the payment.  In all late-payment disputes, the Portage Treasury 

Office will rely on the postmark applied by the Postmaster.

Questions regarding tax bills or payments may be directed to the Portage Treasury 

Office at 329-4455.  Taxes that remain unpaid on March 1, 2012 will be turned over to the 

Kalamazoo County Treasurer for collection, where additional fees will be added.

Election Workers Needed
The Office of the City Clerk is preparing for a busy upcoming year of elections.  

Elections in 2012 will be held in February, May and August, with the biggest election 

in November.  To assist in staffing all of these elections, the City of Portage is currently 

taking applications from individuals interested in serving as election workers.  All 

election workers receive training in advance of the election and are compensated 

$15 for each training session and $120 for working Election Day.  Precinct Chairs 

and Assistant Precinct Chairs are compensated $145 and $130, respectively, for 

working Election Day.  Persons with a basic comfort level with computers are strongly 

encouraged to apply.  If you are interested in becoming an election worker, please 

contact the Department of Employee Development at 329-4533.

The Quarterly Curbside Brush Collection Program is 

scheduled to take place in January.  For this program, the 

city is divided into four quadrants:

 ♦ Northwest quadrant of the city collected the first full 

week of the month.

 ♦ Southwest quadrant of the city collected the second 

full week of the month.

 ♦ Southeast quadrant of the city collected the third full 

week of the month.

 ♦ Northeast quadrant of the city collected the fourth full 

week of the month.

A map showing these four quadrants is available at 

www.portagemi.gov/government/curbside.asp.  

Residents are asked to place brush at the curbside for 

collection no later than Monday morning at 7 a.m. of 

their scheduled week but no sooner than three days prior 

to that day.  Brush and branches must be cut to lengths 

of 4 feet or less, no greater than 3 inches in diameter and 

stacked in neat piles along the street.

For the January collection, crews will collect Christmas 
trees, which do not need to be cut or trimmed but the 
tree must be free of all decorations.  Residents may 
place the entire Christmas tree at the curb for collection.  

The following items will not be collected during this 

program:  branches or brush in excess of 4 feet in length 

or 3 inches in diameter, lumber, timbers, ornamental 

shrubs, roots, railroad ties, firewood, building materials, 

tree stumps, yard waste (grasses, weeds, vines, etc.) and 

brush generated from large tree removal.  Large tree 

removal is defined as any brush generated from trees 

with trunks greater than 4 inches in diameter.

Please note that the April 2012 Quarterly Curbside Brush 

Collection Program will include the collection of bagged 

leaves.  Only leaves bagged in biodegradable paper bags 

will be collected during the April program.  

If you have any questions about the Quarterly Curbside 

Brush Collection Program, please call the Department of 

Streets and Equipment at 329-4444.

Quarterly Brush Pickup Scheduled for January

A Friendly Reminder
Please Keep Sidewalks Free of Snow and Ice
The city reminds residents and businesses that City Ordinance (Chapter 66, Article 

1, Section 66-4) requires property owners and occupants with public sidewalks 

adjacent to their properties to clear the sidewalks within 24 hours of a snowfall and 

within 12 hours when ice has formed on the sidewalks.  Enforcement action for those 

not in compliance with this city ordinance could involve the assessment of fines.  

Your cooperation in keeping sidewalks on major 

roadways and neighborhood streets clear for use 

by pedestrians is appreciated.  

The Portage Fire Department asks residents to 

also clear snow away from any fire hydrants on 

or adjacent to their property.   Should there be a 

fire nearby, it is imperative that firefighters have 

clear access to fire hydrants so that fire hoses can 

be immediately attached and used to fight the 

fire.  Your assistance in clearing slow away from 

fire hydrants will make a big difference in how 

quickly a fire can be extinguished.  


