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Assessment Change Notices
The annual Notice of Assessment, Taxable Valuation and 
Property Classification (Assessment Change Notices) 
were mailed to Portage property owners on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2012.  Property owners are encouraged to 
read the Assessment Change Notice in its entirety.  

After receiving and reviewing the Assessment Change 
Notice, property owners are encouraged to contact 
the Office of the City Assessor with questions and/or 
concerns.  Many questions and/or concerns can be 
addressed by assessing staff, without the necessity of 
appearing before the March Board of Review.  Certain 
questions regarding assessment change notices and 
property assessments can be answered over the phone, 
while others may be best answered during an informal 
in-person review conducted by assessing staff.  Property 
owners who wish to discuss their property valuation with 
assessing staff may contact the Office of the City Assessor 

at 329-4433.  It is important to note that the City Assessor 
cannot make any changes to 2012 property valuations – 
State Equalized Value (SEV) – after Friday, March 9, 2012.  

Property Assessment Forums 
Additionally, the City of Portage Office of the City Assessor 
will host two Property Assessment Forums on Monday, 
March 5 and Wednesday, March 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in City 
Council Chambers.  Each forum will be facilitated by Joyce 
Foondle of Southwest Michigan Governmental Consultants 
and will include an explanation of the assessment process, 
the assessment change notice, poverty exemption 
requirements and the Board of Review and Michigan Tax 
Tribunal appeal processes.  The forum will also include the 
opportunity for property owners to meet individually with 
assessing staff to discuss specific questions concerning their 
property valuation.  Property owners may also elect to set 
an appointment with assessing staff as noted previously. 

Board of Review 
Property owners who believe their property valuation 

is inaccurate may also appear before the March Board 

of Review to appeal the valuation.  Keep in mind that 

assessing staff may be able to address property owner 

concerns prior to March 9, 2012, without the necessity 

of appearing before the Board of Review.  The Board of 
Review will meet from Tuesday, March 13 through 
Thursday, March 15, 2012.  Property owners may 

contact the Office of the City Assessor at 329-4433 

beginning Monday, March 5, 2012 to schedule an 

appointment before the Board of Review. 

Issues that the Board of Review can consider include 

property valuation (SEV), assessment roll classification 

changes and poverty exemption requests (see related 

article below).  Taxable value is generally not appealable

(Continued – See Board of Review on page 2)

The City of Portage Board of Review can approve a 

one-year exemption from property taxes due to a 

resident’s poverty income level.  This annual property 

tax exemption requires the applicant to be currently 

receiving the Principal Residence Exemption (formerly 

the Homestead Exemption) and meet the 2012 Federal 

Household Poverty Exemption guidelines for the 

previous calendar year (shown at right).

The guidelines determine the eligibility of the 

applicant and must be supported with proper 

income documentation (i.e., federal and state income 

tax returns for all persons residing in the principal 

residence, including any property tax credit returns).  

Household assets (maximum of $25,000) are also 

considered and must be recorded with the application.

The Property Tax Poverty Exemption Application form 
is available at the Office of the City Assessor or online 
at www.portagemi.gov > Departments > City Assessor 

> Property Tax Forms & Information.  The approval 

process requires an in-person appointment before 

the Board of Review, which meets in March, July and 

December.  To be considered, applications must be 

submitted to the Office of the City Assessor at least 10 

days prior to the Board of Review session.  Generally, 

the Board of Review considers completed applications 

in relation to the federal household income standards, 

along with household assets, and determines by a 

simple majority vote whether to grant an exemption.  

Exemptions granted to residents due to poverty 

income levels are subject to audit by the Michigan 

Department of Treasury.  

More information can be obtained by contacting the 

Office of the City Assessor at 329-4433.

Household Size* Maximum Income

1 person $10,900

2 persons $14,700

3 persons $18,500

4 persons $22,400

5 persons $26,200

6 persons $30,000

7 persons $33,800

8 persons $37,600

* For households with more than 8 persons, add $3,800 for each 
additional person.

City to Host Property Assessment Forums
Board of Review to Meet March 13 – 15 to Consider Valuation Appeals

Do You Qualify for a Property Tax Poverty Exemption?

The City of Portage, the Portage District Library, and 

Portage Public Schools have agreed to band together 

for collaborative marketing to promote their services 

to residents and businesses, in addition to presenting 

a unified message to attract new families and business.  

Leaders from the three units decided a joint effort would 

be economical and powerful.  This initiative will help 

position Portage as a place that communicates with one 

voice and projects a cooperative spirit.

Portage Mayor Peter Strazdas, Portage District Library 

Board Chair Betty Lee Ongley and Portage Schools Board 

President Bo Snyder all indicate that this collaboration 

could become a model for local governments in making 

the most of precious resources.  A proclamation, approved 

by all three units of government, states that the “Portage 

community values the collective strength of its municipal 

resources for the most efficient and affordable services” 

and how it is “imperative that the key governmental 

agencies work together as closely as possible to ensure the 
highest quality of life for the residents of the community” 
through governmental cooperation.

A joint campaign, consisting of coordination of existing 
communications by all three entities – primarily social 
media and electronic communications – will begin this 
spring, and since it is based on existing resources, will 
be largely cost-neutral.  The effort will also be a resource 
for groups such as Southwest Michigan First and the 
Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of Commerce. 

One of the visible changes will be library and school 
information appearing in the city’s Portager newsletter, 
delivered by mail six times each year to Portage residents 
and businesses.  The library and schools, both no longer 
publishing print editions of their community news, will 
share any additional costs with the city.  Other joint 
communications will include cable access shows and news 
featuring officials from the three units appearing together 

talking about the community and its resources.

The three entities have cooperated in marketing before, 

such as featuring links to one another’s websites and 

information-sharing, but this collaboration goes to a 

higher level with a combined marketing plan.

Portage Governments Launch 
Collaborative Marketing Effort

The three elected leaders following a planning meeting for the 
initiative.  Gathering recently at City Hall (from left) are Mayor Peter 
Strazdas, Library Board Chair Betty Lee Ongley and Board of Education 
President Bo Snyder.
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 � Plan Ahead.  Select a location in the house where 
family members can gather during a weather event 
-  the basement, or an interior room on the lowest floor 
without windows.  (Mobile homes are not safe during 
severe weather and should be abandoned for the safety 
of the nearest sturdy building or shelter.)  Prepare and 
store an emergency kit, including water, nonperishable 
food, battery-powered or hand crank radio, flashlights, 
batteries, a first-aid kit, blankets and items for infant or 
elderly family members (as appropriate).

 � Caught Outdoors?  Seek shelter in a sturdy building or 
immediately try to drive to the closest sturdy building.  
As a last resort, remain in the vehicle with the seat belt 
on.  Move lower than the vehicle’s windows and cover 
your head.  If it is possible to get noticeably lower than the 
level of the roadway, exit the car and lie down in that area.

 � After the Storm.  Continue listening to the local news 
or weather radio for updated information, report fallen 
power lines or broken gas lines to the utility company 
immediately and stay out of damaged buildings. 

For more information, visit the National Weather Service at 
www.nws.noaa.gov/om/severeweather/resources/ttl6-10.pdf.

Board of Review (Continued from page 1)

at the Board of Review, as this type of change is entirely a result of 
Proposal A.  Taxable value change is limited by the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), as determined by the State Tax Commission, unless there has been 
new construction or an uncapping event (transfer of ownership).  For 
2012, the CPI is 2.7%, meaning that unless new construction has taken 
place, physical improvements have been made to the property or the 
assessed and taxable values are not the same amount, the taxable value 
may increase up to 2.7%.

With regard to assessed valuation, under Michigan law, the selling price 
of a property is not the presumptive True Cash Value.  In other words, 
the actual selling price is not what the City Assessor or Board of Review 
determines the assessed value to be.  Keep in mind that selling price is 
only one measure of value for the Board of Review to consider. 

Supporting Documentation
Property owners who choose to meet with assessing staff and/or appeal 
before the Board of Review are encouraged to provide appropriate 
support for a particular position, such as:  

 � Sales of similar homes in the neighborhood that occurred between 
October 1, 2010 and September 30, 2011

 � Copies of homeowners insurance policies showing replacement cost
 � Current appraisals
 � Receipts or invoices for recent construction activity
 � Photographs of property damage or deterioration
 � Support for poverty exemption
 � Any other information relevant to the assessment of the property

April is Fair Housing Month
Each April is National Fair Housing Month, and the city supports fair housing educational activities 
that will help to eliminate discrimination in housing and will foster equal housing opportunities.  The 
Federal Fair Housing Act (1968 and 1988), the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977 and the 
Michigan Persons With Disabilities Civil Rights Act of 1976 make it illegal to discriminate in the sale or 
rental of housing when the discrimination is based on any of the following factors:

 � Race  � Color  � National Origin
 � Religion  � Gender  � Age
 � Disability  � Marital Status  � Familial Status

These national and state laws protect people against discriminatory actions such as:
 � refusing to sell or rent housing
 � quoting a difference in housing availability
 � quoting a difference in required security deposit
 � quoting a different monthly rent
 � refusing to rent to a family or individual with children
 � sexual harassment of a tenant

If you are interested in educational opportunities regarding fair housing, or if you suspect 
discrimination in a housing purchase, sale or rental transactions, including a difference in terms, 
conditions or opportunity, please contact:

 � The Fair Housing Center of Southwest Michigan at 276-9100.  The Fair Housing Center is available 
to assist persons within the Portage area with fair housing community education and complaint 
investigations.  

 � For information and referral assistance, persons may also contact the City of Portage Department 
of Community Development at 329-4466. 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

With the end of the cold weather season in sight, many Portage homeowners begin 
to think about completing necessary home improvement projects.  As a service to 
city residents, the following programs are available to income-eligible families and 
individuals who own and occupy a home located within the city:

Housing Rehabilitation Program
Up to $10,000 no-interest and low-interest loans for a variety of home repairs, 
including furnace repair and replacement, roofing repair and replacement, 
weatherization activities, sewer and water connections, plumbing upgrades, 
electrical upgrades and other necessary interior and exterior repairs.

Emergency Repair Grant Program
Up to $1,000 to complete household repairs that pose an immediate threat to 
the health, safety and welfare of the residents.  The City of Portage is prepared to 
quickly assist homeowners who have an emergency situation.

Eligibility for all programs is based on the maximum income limits provided in the table at 
right as established annually by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Household Size
Category 1 

Deferred 0% Loan
Category 2 

Deferred 3% Loan*
1 Person $12,850 $34,200
2 Person $14,650 $39,050
3 Person $16,500 $43,950
4 Person $18,300 $48,800
5 Person $19,800 $52,750
6 Person $21,250 $56,650
7 Person $22,700 $60,550
8 Person $24,200 $64,450

* No interest Deferred Matching Loans also available to homeowners in Income Category 2 for every dollar 
the homeowner contributes toward rehabilitation costs.

In addition to home repair programs, the City of Portage offers two Home Buyer 
Assistance Programs to income eligible home buyers purchasing homes in designated 
neighborhoods.   To obtain more information, inquire about eligibility requirements or 
to request an application for one of these City of Portage Housing Assistance Programs, 
please call the City of Portage Department of Community Development at 329-4477.

Housing Funds Available for Spring 2012 Improvements

The City of Portage is a “Storm Ready” community.  
Designated by the National Weather Service, “Storm 
Ready” communities have taken steps to better protect 
citizens by having a comprehensive system in place 
to monitor developing severe weather and providing 
advance notice to residents of weather dangers.

The Portage Department of Public Safety (PDPS) Dispatch 
Center monitors weather conditions 24-hours per day 
with the National Weather Service Warning radio and 
weather service alerts issued through the law enforcement 
information network.  When a severe thunderstorm or 
tornado warning is received, the public is alerted through  
16 outdoor warning sirens throughout the city.  The 
weather service also has the ability to interrupt local cable 
TV programming to alert the public.

Are You Prepared For Severe Weather Season?  
 � Be Alert.  Severe storms can strike quickly.  Being alert to 

the onset of severe weather is vital to preventing injuries.  
Tune to local radio or television stations for weather infor-
mation when the weather begins to look questionable.

 � Know the Terminology.  A Tornado Watch is issued 
when the possibility of a tornado exists.  A Tornado 
Warning is issued when a tornado has been spotted 
or indicated on radar.  Remember that Severe Thunder-
storms may produce as much damage as some tornadoes.

Portage is “Storm Ready” Spring Water 
Hydrant Flushing
The City of Portage utility contractor, United Water, will 
conduct fire hydrant flushing from Tuesday, April 10 
through Friday, April 20.  Most hydrants will be flushed 
between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. to avoid 
high-traffic hours.  View the hydrant flushing map at 
www.portagemi.gov > Transportation & Utilities > 
Utilities > Documents to learn when the hydrants in 
your neighborhood are scheduled to be flushed.

Hydrant flushing improves water quality by removing 
sediment that accumulates in the water system 
between flushings and provides the opportunity to 
test proper operation of the fire hydrants and water 
pumping system.  Some water discoloration will 
occur during the flushing process.  Residents are 
encouraged to check for discoloration prior to using 
water for laundry or cleaning during this period of 
flushing.  Even though water may be somewhat 
discolored, it is safe to drink.

During the flushing process, large quantities of water 
are discharged from the hydrants.  Motorists are urged 
to watch for vehicles and workers engaged in this work 
and reduce speeds accordingly.  Please call United 
Water with any questions or concerns at 324-9235.



The City of Portage Annual Spring Cleanup Program includes separate dates for the collection of brush and bagged leaves and 
household materials.  The Brush and Bagged Leaf Collection Program is detailed on this page, while the collection of household 
materials is detailed on the next page.

Bagged leaves will be collected in April as part of the Quarterly 

Curbside Brush Collection Program.   The map below indicates 

the Monday of the month of April by which brush and bagged 

leaves must be placed at the curb.  Please have the materials 

at curbside by 7 a.m. on – but not more than 72 hours prior 

to – your designated Monday.  Keep in mind that the materials 

may not be collected on Monday.  However, each zone will be 

cleared of materials by the end of the designated week.

How should I prepare my leaves?  
Leaves in plastic bags and loose leaves (not in bags) will not 

be collected.  The city will only pick up leaves bagged in 

biodegradable paper yard waste bags.    (See below for 

details about biodegradable paper bags.)

What will not be collected?  
 � Leaves in plastic bags
 � Loose leaves
 � Tree branches in excess of four feet in length or three 

inches in diameter
 � Brush generated from landscapers, tree services and utility 

companies
 � Lumber/timber/railroad ties/building materials
 � Yard waste which includes flowers and grass clippings
 � Ornamental shrubs including, but not limited to: yews, 

junipers, thorn apples, lilacs, grapevines, berry bushes, etc.
 � Brush generated from major tree removal which consists of 

trunks greater than four inches in diameter
 � Firewood, roots and tree stumps

2012 Brush and Bagged Leaf Collection 

Portage Recycles! 
All leaves must be placed in biodegradable paper bags for the 2012 Bagged Leaf Collection.  

Leaves in plastic bags will not be collected!

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12

FIVE PACK - BIODEGRADABLE YARD WASTE BAGS

UPC #: 5 41250 31273

OFFER GOOD ONLY AT SOUTH WESTNEDGE AVENUE AND SHAVER ROAD STORES.

25¢ OFF

FIVE PACK - KRAFT BIODEGRADABLE YARD WASTE BAGS

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12
OFFER GOOD ONLY AT SHAVER ROAD STORE.

SKU #7959439724

25¢ OFF

FIVE PACK - KRAFT BIODEGRADABLE YARD WASTE BAGS

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12
OFFER GOOD ONLY AT SOUTH WESTNEDGE AVENUE STORE.

SKU #407266

25¢ OFF

FIVE PACK - BIODEGRADABLE YARD WASTE BAGS

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12
OFFER GOOD ONLY AT SOUTH WESTNEDGE AVENUE STORE.

Item # 0099344

25¢ OFF

FIVE PACK - KRAFT BIODEGRADABLE YARD WASTE BAGS

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12
OFFER GOOD ONLY AT SOUTH WESTNEDGE AVENUE STORE.

PLU #700

25¢ OFF

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12

Expires May 1, 2010

25¢ OFF

2012 Spring Cleanup

A Place for Opportunities to Grow

www.portagemi.gov

$6.99
for 15 Bags!
Nelson Hardware
9029 Portage Road
(269) 327-3583

Your local 
family-owned 
hardware store!

COUPON EXPIRES 5/1/12
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The City of Portage requires the use of biodegrad-
able paper bags when bagging leaves for Bagged 
Leaf Collection.  Biodegradable paper bags de-
compose with exposure to the elements, allowing 
for total recycling of both the bag and the leaves 
packed inside.  Composting, an organic process in 
which exposure to the atmosphere and moisture 
is necessary, cannot be accomplished with plastic 
bags.  In addition, leaves in plastic bags cannot be 
deposited in landfills due to federal laws prohibit-
ing recyclable yard waste in landfills.  The use of 
plastic bags or decomposing plastic bags for 
the 2012 Bagged Leaf Collection is prohibited. 

Biodegradable paper bags are easy to fill.  They 
are designed to self-open and self-stand, accept 
both dry and moist leaves, and are less likely to 
break open than traditional plastic bags.  Please 
limit bag contents to 50 pounds or less.  Biode-
gradable paper bags are available in the lawn and 
garden departments of most major household/
grocery retail outlets, home improvement centers, 
nurseries and hardware stores.   Certain major retail 
outlet centers participate with the city in this total 
recycling program by offering discount coupons 
for the purchase of biodegradable paper bags.  See 
coupons at right redeemable at various local stores.

(April 2, 2012)

(April 16, 2012)(April 9, 2012)

(April 23, 2012)



Annual Spring Cleanup 2012 April 23 – May 24
Remember...

 � The City of Portage has no responsibility for items 
removed from the curbside by private parties.

 � Materials may be placed at curbside up to 3 days prior 
to pickup date.

 � Collection will occur only once in each zone.
 � All items at the curb will be collected – please watch 

children’s toys.
 � Please separate trash and metals at the curb. 

What Items WILL Be Collected?
 � Bed springs and mattresses.
 � Metal – piled separately – will be collected.
 � Old appliances, including washers, dryer, stoves, TVs and 

hot water heaters will be collected.  (Air conditioners, 
refrigerators and dehumidifiers will not be collected.)

 � Lawn/yard equipment must be drained of oil and fuel.
 � Other items must be bundled, bagged or boxed.  Each 

package should weigh less than 50 lbs.  Household 
garbage will not be collected.

What Items WILL NOT Be Collected?

 � Scrap building materials from demolition, new 
construction or remodeling. 

 � Refrigerators, Air Conditioners and Dehumidifiers: 
These appliances will not be accepted because they must be 
discharged of fluorocarbons by a licensed refrigeration mechanic.  
Fluorocarbons used in refrigeration are considered hazardous waste.

It is the responsibility of Portage residents to dispose of the 
above materials properly.  The City of Portage participates 
in the Kalamazoo County Household Hazardous Waste 
Program and residents are encouraged to call the 
Household Hazardous Waste Hotline at 373-5211 for 
information regarding hazardous waste drop-off disposal.

Each spring, the City of Portage conducts the Spring 
Cleanup Program, giving residents the opportunity 
to reduce household clutter and get rid of unwanted 
household materials by placing them at curbside for pickup.  
This year, the program will run from April 23 to May 24.

The map below indicates the scheduled pickup date for each 
neighborhood.  Arrows on the map show which side of the 
street will be picked up when a boundary line falls between 
different dates.  Collection dates are also available at www.
portagemi.gov.  Neighborhood collection occurs only once 
during the Spring Cleanup Program, so it is important to 
place items at the curb by 7 a.m. on your scheduled pickup 
date!  Materials may be placed at curbside up to three 
days prior to your scheduled pickup date.

The Spring Cleanup Program does not take place along 
private drives, at apartment complexes or manufactured 
home communities.  

Don’t forget about recycling!  The city recycles a substantial 
amount of metal that is collected during the Spring 
Cleanup Program.  Citizens are encouraged to recycle items 
such as plastic, glass, paper and cardboard by taking part in 
the weekly Curbside Recycling Program.  Recycling is also 
available at the Republic Services drop-off facility at 3432 
Gembrit Circle (just off Cork Street), Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon.

 � Animal waste
 � Brush/Leaves
 � Garbage
 � Gas cans or fuel 

containers 
 � Large auto parts

 � Paint and chemicals
 � Railroad ties
 � Computers & Monitors
 � Tires
 � Sand, gravel or sod
 � Broken concrete

If you have any questions about the scheduled pickup date for your neighborhood, or need 
information regarding materials and preparation for the program, please call the 

Department of Streets and Equipment at 329-4444.

2012 Spring Cleanup information is also available online at 
www.portagemi.gov.
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2012 Recreation Softball
Green grass, sunshine and fresh spring air are just 
around the corner!  The time to start planning spring 
and summer activities is now!  Participating in the Adult 
Softball Program is a great opportunity to get outdoors, 
stay active and get together with friends.  The Portage 
Parks Softball Program begins April 30 but leagues are 
forming now!  An organizational meeting was held on 
February 22 to distribute information about the 2012 
softball season to existing teams but there is still time 
to register.  Dßon’t miss the opportunity to participate – 
registration ends March 30!  

The following leagues are offered:
Mondays Women’s and Coed Leagues
Tuesdays Coed and Over 50 Leagues
Wednesdays Men’s Leagues
Thursdays Men’s and Doubleheader Leagues
Fridays Men’s, Coed and Church Leagues

Registration information and forms are available online at www.portagemi.gov > 
Departments > Parks & Recreation > Adult Softball.

Umpires Needed
New umpires are always welcome in Portage!  If you have an interest in umpiring, please 
call 329-4522, prior to April 1, for additional information and training details.  

City to Sponsor Earth Day Events
In honor of Earth Day – Sunday, April 22 – the City of Portage will sponsor several environmentally-focused events, 
giving residents the opportunity to take action and help protect our planet.

Save the Date!
Family Fishing Fair—May 19, 2012
The 3rd annual Family Fishing Fair will be held on May 19 at Ramona Park!  This free 
community event offers various activities for all ages and abilities.  Experience all the 
joys and lifetime benefits associated with fishing, boating and aquatic conservation.

Many fun activities will be offered, like a kids casting contest, knot tying lessons, a fish 
art contest, safe boating and trip preparation, rigging your rod, casting instruction, 
make ‘n take sailboat races, shoreline and dockside fishing, kayaking and much more!

Look for more details in the May edition of the Portager!  

2012 Tree City USA 
Arbor Day Celebration
The City of Portage will celebrate its twenty-
second consecutive year as a Tree City USA on 
Tuesday, April 24 with a commemorative tree 
planting ceremony on City Hall grounds.  Join 
Mayor Peter Strazdas, City Councilmembers 
and other city leaders at 7 p.m. to participate 
in planting the Arbor Day tree prior to the 
scheduled Council meeting.   

The Tree City USA award is given to communities 
that have met or exceeded the requirements of 
the National Arbor Day Foundation, including 
the city per capita spending on trees, tree 
maintenance, holding a planting ceremony 
and having ordinances regarding trees and a 
governing board.  Meeting these requirements 
was necessary for Portage to receive Tree City 
USA recognition in 2012.

The City of Portage conducts programs 
throughout the year to promote the health 
of the urban forest.  Seasonal tree planting 
programs in street rights-of-way 
and other city properties, as 
well as annual street tree 
pruning efforts, all help 
contribute to promoting 
tree health and benefits 
within the community.

Invasive Species Pull Event
Saturday, April 21, 2012
Schrier Park, 850 West Osterhout Avenue
9 a.m. – 12 noon

Join the City of Portage Envi-
ronmental Board on April 21 to 
participate in a community vol-
unteer event to locate and pull 
garlic mustard weeds at Schrier 
Park, 850 West Osterhout Road.  
Garlic mustard is an invasive 
plant species which threatens the 
local plant species and is harmful 
to the natural environment.  It blooms in the spring and 
can be identified by its white flower and garlic scent.  

Small infestations can be controlled by pulling the 
plant/roots during its blossoming period.  Locating 
and pulling garlic mustard plants is an easy, fun way to 
do something good for the environment!  Bring gloves 
suitable for pulling weeds, wear long pants and sturdy 
shoes.  Light refreshments will be provided.  

Please take time on April 21, 2012 to enjoy the beauty 
and natural features of Schrier Park even if you are 
not interested in pulling Garlic Mustard weeds.  For 
additional information on this and other environmental 
issues contact the Portage Department of Transportation 
and Utilities at 329-4422 or visit www.portagemi.gov > 
Boards and Commissions > Environmental Board.

Green-A-Thon 2012
The Portage Youth Advisory Committee (YAC), together 
with the Environmental Board and Park Board, will host a 
community event to celebrate Earth Day.  Green-A-Thon 
2012 will be held at the Celery Flats, 7335 Garden Lane, 
on Saturday April 28 from 12 noon to 4 p.m.  

At Celery Flats, throughout the afternoon, there will be 
multiple musical acts, games and numerous representa-
tives from local organizations and businesses providing 
education about environmental ideas to use at home 
or work, opportunities to volunteer for “green” causes 
as well as meet other individuals that are committed to 
promoting environmentally-friendly action in Portage.  

The YAC, created by the Portage City Council in the 
spring of 2008 to give Portage students an opportunity 
to share ideas and participate in local government, 
hosts this annual event as a way to raise awareness 
of environmental issues that affect the citizens of 
Portage and to provide opportunities to become 
more ecologically friendly.  Providing a forum for 
such opportunities is a critical step to ensuring a 
sense of social responsibility for participating in and 
encouraging “green” behavior.  

Interested in hosting a table at the event to share ideas 
and opportunities to live green in Portage?  Please call 
the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4512.  No registration 
to attend the Green-A-Thon is required and the event is 
free.  For more information please visit the city website 
at www.portagemi.gov.

Did you know the first Earth Day held in 1970 led 
to the creation of the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean 
Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species acts?  

Learn more about the history of Earth Day at 
www.earthday.org.  

Garlic Mustard Weed

City Centre Flower Planting
Volunteers Needed!
The City of Portage and Kalamazoo In Bloom are looking for volunteers to beautify 

the City Centre and to improve the quality of life for Portage citizens and visitors.

Planting Day
Planting day is Friday, May 18 from 8:30 a.m. 

to 12 noon.  Volunteers are needed to plant 

annuals in flower beds in the City Centre.   

Participants are encouraged to bring gloves 

and trowels, but extra supplies will be on 

hand.  Meet at Library Lane in the City Centre.  

Morning snacks and pizza lunch provided!

Adopt a Bed
“Adopt” a flower bed for the season!  Interested volunteers will plant annuals in 

a bed and care for the bed throughout the season – weeding, deadheading as 

necessary, etc.  Watering will be provided by the city.

Volunteers interested in either beautification event are asked to complete the form 

below and mail it to the City of Portage.  Follow-up correspondence will be sent 

by the City of Portage to interested volunteers in early May.  Please contact the 

Portage Department of Parks, Recreation and Property Management at 329-4522 for 

additional information.

Name: 

Daytime Phone Number: 

Street Address: 

City:  Zip Code: 

 I am interested in:
(  )  Flower Planting on May 18, 2012 (  ) Adopt a Bed 

Mail to: 
Portage Department of Parks, Recreation and Property Management
7719 South Westnedge Avenue
Portage, MI  49002
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Portage City Council
Portage City Council meetings are held on Tuesday evenings at 
Portage City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) in Council 
Chambers at 7:30 p.m. and are open to the public. 

Televised City Meetings
All City of Portage City Council, Planning 
Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals 
meetings can be viewed live on channel 21.  AT&T 
U-Verse customers can access the City of Portage 
government meetings on channel 99 and then 
follow the prompts to access the various meetings. 

March
1 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting
12 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
13 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting
15 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting
27 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

April
5 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting
9 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting
10 7:00 p.m. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
19 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting
24 7:30 p.m. City Council Meeting

Mayor Peter J. Strazdas
327-4478

peter.strazdas@portagemi.gov

Ed Sackley
323-8119

edsackley@msn.com

Mayor Pro Tem Claudette Reid
491-9725

claudette.reid@portagemi.gov

Jim Pearson
327-9136

jim.pearson@portagemi.gov

Elizabeth Campbell
321-9383

campbell4portage@yahoo.com

Terry R. Urban
323-8160

terry.urban@portagemi.gov

Patricia M. Randall
324-7779

patricia.randall@portagemi.gov

Legal Notices Posted on 
City Website
While the Kalamazoo Gazette recently implemented a reduction in the delivery of 

the printed newspaper, the City of Portage continues to meet its legal obligations 

of keeping residents informed of public meetings, local government activities and 

business by making legal notices available in the on-line editions of the publication.

In an effort to meet the ongoing commitment of the City of Portage to provide 

exceptional customer service, transparency and access to local government 

information, legal notices are also posted on the City of Portage website.  

View all current legal notices by visiting the “Quick Links” section at www.portagemi.gov.

Citizen Participation Important 
In Portage
On May 8, 2012, the Portage City Council will interview applicants interested in serving on Council Advisory 
Boards and Commissions and will make appointments and reappointments to the following Boards and 
Commissions:

The meeting times and responsibilities for each of the Boards and Commissions vary.  Additional information 
and applications to serve can be obtained by visiting the city website at www.portagemi.gov > Boards & 
Commissions or by contacting the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4412.  

Citizens interested in serving on a Board must be registered voters of the City of Portage and should submit their 
application to the Office of the City Clerk by Monday, April 2, 2012.

Spring and 
Summer 
Recreation 
Employment 
Opportunities
The City of Portage is an award-winning, recognized 

leader for its parks and recreational facilities.  We 

welcome you to become a part of our team this season 

and experience the quality of life that attracts people 

throughout Michigan.

Seasonal Laborers $8.25 per hour

Lifeguards/Senior Lifeguards $8.25 - $8.75 per hour

Ramona Park Supervisors $9.75 per hour

Technical Assistants $7.75 per hour

Cultural Assistants $7.75 per hour

Interested candidates may view detailed information 

about these positions and submit an application online 

at www.portagemi.gov > Quick Links > Employment.  

Applications can also be mailed to the City of Portage, 

Department of Employee Development, 7900 South 

Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002.  

For additional information, please call the Portage 

Department of Employee Development at 329-4533.

The City of Portage is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 � Construction Board of Appeals
 � Economic Development 

Corporation/Tax Increment 
Finance Authority/Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority

 � Environmental Board
 � Historic District Commission
 � Public Media Network Board

 � Planning Commission
 � Youth Advisory Committee
 � Zoning Board of Appeals

City of Portage Youth Advisory Committee 
Seeking Applicants
The Portage City Council seeks the involvement and input of Portage youth in our local government  Options 
for youth involvement include serving on the Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) or as a youth appointee to 
the Environmental Board, Historic District Commission, Human Services Board, Park Board or Senior Citizen 
Advisory Board.  Descriptions of the responsibilities of these Boards and Commissions and meeting times are 
available at www.portagemi.gov > Boards & Commissions, along with an on-line application.  

The City Council will interview student applicants for the YAC and the five other boards and commissions 
the evening of May 8 and youth involvement responsibilities will begin July 1 for those selected.  There are 
30 positions on the YAC and one appointee to the five other Boards and Commissions.  The duration of the 
appointment is one year.  Appointees must be full-time students, residents of the City of Portage and be 
between the ages of 13 and 18.  A diverse group of students representing public and private schools as well 
as home-schooled students is desired.

Call the Office of the City Clerk at 329-4511 for further information about Youth In Government Programs.


