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Portage Senior Citizens Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 
September 18, 2013 

 
Board Present:  Patricia Berninger, Jim Hoppe, Monifa Jumanne, Mary Maisto, Ruth Ann 
Meyer, Ruth Michelhaugh, Ann Perkins, Mary Lou Petrulio, Trudy Riker, Art Roberts, and 
Larry Smith 
 
Absent Unexcused:  Kyle Huitt, Youth Participant 

Staff:  Jill Hess, Deputy Director, and Ashley Machacek, intern 
Guests:  None 
 
Chairperson Larry Smith called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Jill introduced Ashley 
Machacek as our new Portage Senior Center (PSC) intern.  She is a student at WMU in Family 
Studies.  We welcome her involvement at PSC. 

Ruth made a motion to approve the August minutes as written, and Jim seconded.  Minutes 
were unanimously approved.  There was some discussion of the transportation changes 
mentioned in the minutes.  Ruth suggested phone calls to those who have used the mini-bus 
and are affected by limitations now required due to the smaller vehicle.  Jill agreed and plans 
to contact those people with information on other available resources for transportation. 
 
Management Report for August – Jill 

• There were 2274 event sign-ins during August. 

• Active memberships for PSC in August were reported as 1277.  The number varies daily 
based upon membership expirations, new members joining, and renewals. 

• Volunteer hours totaled 2106, contributed by 120 volunteers.  Garden Pals, a new 
volunteer group did an exceptional job this year caring for the garden area visible from 
inside PSC.  It prompted many compliments from members and guests.  A donor also 
purchased a memorial bench that has been added to the garden area.  We are grateful for 
donations received from Schram’s and Wenke Greenhouses in support of our 
beautification efforts. 

• Jill announced that Allison Alexander started this week in a new paid position as the PSC 
afternoon receptionist.  She is an experienced Parks and Recreation employee who will be 
a valuable asset to the Senior Center.  We have appreciated all the dedicated volunteer 
receptionists and will offer them the opportunity to be on-call receptionists when 
temporary help is needed.  A posting will be made to fill the morning receptionist position, 
as Megan Donahue will be leaving in early October. 

• We were informed that there will be an auction for the old mini-bus and that use of the new 
van has begun. 

• Some generous donations towards operational support have recently been received. 

Items for Information 

• Wellness (Ruth) – An Alzheimer’s Walk will be held at Celery Flats on Sunday Sept. 22.  
Ruth had a list of Matter of Balance and PATH classes which will be posted at PSC.  
Efforts are underway to provide a presentation on the Health Care Law at PSC. 

• Trip Committee (Art) – The Fall Trip Preview announcing new trips and providing a new 
Travel Guide will occur on Monday, October 28 at 1:30 p.m.  Travelers will attend a 
Tigers game on September 22 and others will go to Mackinac Island for three nights at the 
Grand Hotel on September 30. 
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• Friends of PSC (Jill) –The Friends Board will conduct two fundraisers in the coming 
months.   The annual Holiday Bake Sale and Bazaar will be on Saturday, November 2.  In 
December PSC will have a decorated tree for the Festival of Trees at the Beacon Club. 

• Portage Community Center (PCC) Report (Art) – The summer program ended August 15. 
$6200 was raised at a Barn Party event.  There were 600 participants in the Peacock Strut 
on September 14.  United Way will be presenting information at PCC on September 25. 

Old Business 

• iPad training (Larry) – There were 36 people who attended a demonstration by Larry on 
the use of the iPad.  Megan Donahue and Ashley Machacek (PSC intern) assisted with 
hands-on training and questions.  Two additional sessions are planned for smaller groups.  
Monifa informed us that she has read an article in a publication called “Bottom Line” that 
discussed some interaction with pacemakers when using an iPad. 

• Update to PSC Membership Manual – Monifa and Mary thanked board members for their 
recent feedback on the final draft provided.  Trudy made a few additional suggestions.  
After comments are incorporated there will be final editing by Monifa. 

New Business 

Board positions expiring (Larry) – We will be in need of a Wellness representative due to 
Ruth’s retirement from the board.  Ruth suggested that the City Council be made aware of this 
need for their interview process.  We also discussed how best to get updates from PCC.  Trudy 
volunteered to be a Friends of PSC liaison who will attend their meetings.  We will vote on 
new board officers next month. 

Advisory Board Comments:  Ruth Ann heard a comment that the PSC Showcase is missed.  
She also attended New Member Orientation in September with 10 new members.  Larry 
encouraged us to view the Santa Claus display of his handiwork at the Portage District 
Library.  Mary Lou inquired about the date for flu shots at PSC.  It will be on September 27.  
Larry reminded us that he will present an update for City Council at their 7:30 p.m. meeting on 
Tuesday, September 24.  Attendance from other board members is appreciated.  Some 
discussion followed. 

Citizen Comments:  None 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. 
The next Advisory Board meeting will be held October 16 at 2:30 p.m. at the Senior Center.   

Submitted by Mary Maisto, Secretary 


