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Thursday, October 30
11:45 AM
$1 registration fee 
Eat, drink and be scary!

~ Author Unknown.
Come on in to the PSC to
celebrate Halloween with
your friends and make new

friends.  Wear a costume if
you wish to bring out your
inner child. We will award
a prize for the best cos-
tume! This event with
entertainment is sponsored
by Wyndham Apartments.
The meal is provided

through Senior Services
for a $3 donation, payable
at the event.  Registration
deadline is noon on
Monday, October 27.
Please note that these
special holiday lunches will
be held on Thursdays.

Annual
Holiday
Bazaar and
Bake Sale
Featuring PSC Soup Café 
Open to the Public
Saturday, November 8,
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Soup from the Soup Café,
seasonal crafts (from inde-
pendent vendors), and deli-
cious homemade baked
goods will be for sale at
this annual holiday event
sponsored by the PSC.
Admission is free and does
not require advance regis-
tration. If you are interest-
ed in being a vendor at this
event, call 329-4555. It is
not too late to get regis-
tered.

Halloween Lunch

Thursday, November 20
11:45 AM
$1 registration fee
Orchards have shared their

treasures, 
The fields, their yellow

grain,
So open wide the doorway –
Thanksgiving comes again! 
Old Rhyme
Come and give thanks as

we celebrate with our
annual Thanksgiving Day
Lunch. This event with
entertainment is sponsored
by Absolute Home Care.
The meal is provided
through Senior Services
for a $3 donation, payable
at the event.  Registration
deadline is noon on
Monday, November 17.

Thanksgiving Lunch

Tuesday, October 14, 10-
11:00 AM
We invite you to join us for
cake and coffee in the lobby
of the Portage Senior
Center, as we welcome
new Manager, Kimberly

Phillips.  Kim accepted the
position as Senior Citizen
Services Manager in April
of 2014, and has acclimated
herself to the demands of
her position. Staff and
members are looking for-

ward to getting to know
Kim and her vision for the
future of the Portage
Senior Center, as we close
2014 and embrace a new
year.

Members Welcome New Manager,
Kimberly Phillips
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Message from the Manager
It’s hard to believe that I have been at the
Portage Senior Center for over six months
now! One of the many things that I have
loved here is the deep capacity of our mem-
bers to give. Everyone has something spe-
cial to share, and this is evident every day.
Members give of their time when volun-
teering, of their talent when leading inter-
est groups, and lastly, many people give of
their “treasure” by making financial gifts
to the Center. All of these combined, allow
us to be successful in providing a wide
variety of programs and services.
Later this fall, the Friends of the PSC will
mail a request for contribution.  The
Friends Board is the driving force behind
fundraising for the Center. This non-profit
organization is totally dedicated to ensur-
ing both short- and long-term funding for
the Portage Senior Center. We know that
many organizations request financial con-
tributions, and we are genuinely apprecia-
tive of your choice to support the Portage
Senior Center.
A common misconception is that the
Center is fully financially supported by the
City of Portage. While the PSC receives
partial funding from the City, over 60% of

the operating costs are raised by staff, vol-
unteers, and members. This is achieved
through donations, grants, fundraisers,
and program fees. Your annual member-
ship fees also support operating costs, typ-
ically covering about 15% of the budget.
A financial gift to the Friends directly sup-
ports the programs and services offered
by the PSC. We are appreciative of dona-
tions of any size, which not only support
the work we do, but confirm your belief in
our mission. Our goal is to be good stew-
ards of every dollar you donate.  The PSC
staff is dedicated to being as fiscally
responsible as possible. We use, re-use,
and recycle what we can.  Your support
makes it possible for us to continue the
tradition of excellence we have established
during the 28 years the Center has been a
part of the City of Portage. You can be
proud of the PSC and all the wonderful
programs that take place here.  
My gratitude goes out to everyone who
contributes to the success of the Portage
Senior Center. It is truly a team effort,
and we couldn’t do what we do without
each of you.

Leaving a legacy has never been easier. It would be our privilege
to help you include the PSC in your estate plans. 

Call us at (269) 329-4555 and ask for Kim.

Employment Opportunity
The City of Portage is seeking highly responsible, reliable individuals for the posi-
tions of Crossing Guard and Substitute Crossing Guard.  Please visit the City of
Portage Employee Development Department if you are interested.  The pay is $10
per hour (no benefits).
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Healthy Fall Cooking Demonstration
Monday, October 6, 1:15 PM
Fee:  $2 registration, $5 Non-Members
Sponsor:  TenderCare Portage
Join Head Chef Roger from TenderCare Portage for an
afternoon cooking demonstration of Healthy Fall Cooking,
including recipe sharing and taste testing.  Registration
deadline is noon on Friday, October 3.

Grocery Bingo
Monday, November 3, 1:15 PM
Free to members ($5 Non-Members)
New Friends Memory Care and Assisted Living will be
hosting this event, which will consist of a variety of
games, grocery prizes, and witty commentary.  Deadline
for registration is noon on Friday, October 31.

Old Stores and Businesses
Thursday, November 6, 2:00 PM
Presenter:  Steve Ellis
Steve Ellis, publisher of Spark magazine will present a
lively photo journey of long gone businesses in the area.
This will bring back fond memories of some of your
favorite haunts from days gone by. Register at the
Reception Desk.

New Member Orientation (NMO)
Thursday, November 13, 10:30 AM
At the NMO, new members learn more about the PSC and
meet other new members. Let the receptionist know if you
would like to make a reservation for the Senior Services,
Inc. lunch immediately following the NMO presentation.
Pre-register at 329-4555.

Big Screen Movie
Monday, October 13, 1:15 PM
“Love’s Unending Legacy”
(No. 5 in the “Love Comes Softly” series)
A widowed Missie (Erin Cottrell) and her 10-year-old son
Mattie return to her childhood home and her parents, Clark
and Marty. Here Missie finds a new home and a teaching
position. But she has lost all faith in herself until a chance
encounter with an “Orphan Train” and Belinda, a difficult
teen who has hidden secrets. Missie also finds interest in
bachelor Zack Tyler, the town’s sheriff. Based on a novel by
Janette Oke. Not rated. Closed-captioned. 84 minutes. View
the movie for free; pay 50 cents for popcorn.

Post-surgical rehab and skilled nursing

Joint Commission accredited

Book Club
2nd Monday, 10:00 AM
October:  Me Before You by Jojo Moyes
November: Will be a mystery book – to be determined
Check the bulletin board under “Programs and Activities”
for information. The group leader is Ann Perkins.
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Big Screen Movie
Monday, November 10, 1:15 PM
“An Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving”
Based on a short story by Louisa May Alcott, acclaimed
author of “Little Women,” comes a holiday story of fami-
ly and forgiveness. Recently widowed Mary Bassett
(Helene Joy) and her three children have hit difficult
times on their farm. Suddenly Mary’s wealthy and
estranged mother Isabella (Jacqueline Bisset) comes to
visit, and tempers flare. In the end, more than money will
be needed to heal longstanding emotional wounds. Not
rated. Closed-captioned. 88 minutes. View the movie for
free; pay 50 cents for popcorn.

Art Open Session 
Mondays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
This open session offers beginning and accomplished
artists of all mediums the chance to get together once a
week and share their creativity with like-minded individu-
als. Bring your own supplies and enjoy the fellowship at
this Art Open Session.

Choir
Thursdays, 9:30 AM
The Portage Senior Center Choir is looking for men and
women who enjoy singing. Neither an audition nor a great
voice is required. The choir performs at retirement com-
munities, PSC activities, and other community events.
The group leader is Marilyn McKinley.

Dining Out Club 
An advance reservation by noon on the previous business
day is required for this activity. All meals are self-pay.
Hosts: Hal and Shirley Ray.

October November
Dinner Dinner
Monday, October 6 Monday, November 3
5:00 PM 5:00 PM
Main Street Pub Olive Garden
7509 S. Westnedge 6700 S. Westnedge

Breakfast Breakfast
Tuesday, October 14 Tuesday, November 11
8:30 AM 8:30 AM
Julianna’s Grand Traverse Pie Company
2105 Lake Street 5303 S. Westnedge
Kalamazoo

Lunch Lunch
Thursday, October 16 Thursday, November 20
11:30 AM 11:30 AM
Ten Ten Buffet Grill The Vault
5272 Gull Rd. 110 W. Prairie, Vicksburg
SW corner, Sprinkle Rd./ North side of Main St.,
Gull Rd. East West Street
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PSC Bike Club
Wednesdays, 8:30 AM
The PSC Bike Club rides at 8:30 AM, departing from the
PSC on Wednesday mornings from May through October.
The last scheduled ride for the season is October 8. For
more information, check with the Reception Desk.  The
group leader is Bob Strader.

PSC Needlers
Thursdays, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
The PSC Needlers meet weekly to knit, crochet and donate
completed projects to various community agencies
throughout the year. New members are welcome to join us.

Recycled Cards
Tuesdays, 10:30 AM
The Recycled Cards group accepts whole greeting cards
with verses intact, but does not accept or use Christmas
cards. The cards are cut apart and redesigned to create a
“new” card.  The cards are available for sale in the PSC
lobby.

Tree Lighting & Traditional Holiday
Celebration
All area residents are invit-
ed to attend the City of
Portage annual Tree
Lighting and Traditional
Holiday Celebration.  The
event will take place begin-
ning at the City Centre,
near the Portage District
Library on Saturday,
December 6 at 7:00 p.m.
where thousands of lights
will be illuminated in cele-
bration of the holiday sea-
son.
Attendees are invited to fol-
low a horse-drawn wagon,
complete with jingle bells and carolers, on the short walk
down the Portage Creek Bicentennial Trail to the Celery
Flats Historical Area, where the holiday celebration will
take place.  Live holiday music is provided and all are wel-
come to join in with the caroling during the walk to
Celery Flats. Refreshments will be available at the
Hayloft Theatre and the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus
are sure to put everyone in a festive mood.  Hot Cider and
Hot Chocolate will be available at $1 donation per cup
outside the Grain Elevator.  Proceeds from the sales will
benefit area charities.
Admission is free, however, donations of food, toys and
outer wear will be accepted for the Portage Community
Center to help those who are in need.  Please call 329-
4522 with any questions about the event.

Garden Pals
This informal group meets one to two times a month and
invites you to join them. The goal of the group is to main-
tain and improve PSC garden areas for the enjoyment of
members and guests. The group leader is Joyce Tuinier.

Hand Chimes
Thursdays, 1:00 PM
If you have ever wanted to play an instrument, here is
your chance to make sounds into music!  A musical back-
ground is not required, but you must be able to keep time.
Hand chimes (provided) are like hand bells, but are lighter
in both sound and weight.  Group leaders are Freya Lake
and Jeanne Fakler.

Loaves & Fishes - PSC Bag Recycling
Program
Wednesdays (1st) & Thursdays (1st) Only
This group collects paper and plastic grocery bags on the
first Wednesday and Thursday of each month.  The bags
are used for the Grocery Pantry Program at Kalamazoo
Loaves & Fishes. Bags are sorted on the first Friday after
bag collection dates. 
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PSC Golf League Finishes Up with
Fun and Laughter
Over 25 PSC members participated in the 2014 Social
Golf League held at States Golf Course in Vicksburg.  We
ended the season with a scramble and lunch at the
course.  We are looking for a volunteer league coordina-
tor for the 2015 season. If interested, please contact the
Program Coordinator at the Center.

Readers Theatre
Wednesdays, 2:00 PM (2nd & 4th) 
Do you enjoy drama and comedy?  Do you like to act?
Join this fun group that produces skits and readings and
presents them to area schools and churches.  Participants
read their parts so memorizing isn't required.  Babs
Smith leads the group, which meets the second and fourth
Wednesdays.  If interested, come join them to learn more! 

PSC Kazoos of the Red Hat Society
This chapter of Red Hatters calls itself the PSC Kazoos.
All you need to join this merry group is a sense of humor,
a PSC membership, and the ability to have fun! Contact
Queen Marie Tucker at 269-375-2104 if you are interested
in joining this group.

Walkers with Walkers
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 AM
Walkers with Walkers are members who use assistive
devices to help with mobility. The group meets in the
spring and summer at the PSC and then leisurely walks
the Bicentennial Trail. In the fall and winter, they meet at
the Crossroads Mall Food Court at the Carousel.  Penny
Newhouse is the group leader.

Chenery Gospel Series Preview
Wednesday, October 1, 1:00 PM
Presenter: Ric Urness
This presentation about fall events in the Chenery Gospel
Series: Triumphant Quartet, Friday, October 3;The
Talleys, Saturday, November 1; and Greater Vision,
Wednesday, November 19, all at the Chenery Auditorium.
The 30-45 presentation  will include video and/or audio
examples of the three events. Register at 329-4555.

Sisterhood
Fridays (2nd), 1-2:30 PM
This women’s social group meets the second Friday of
each month. Meeting agendas are posted under
“Programs and Activities” on the PSC bulletin board. For
more information, please call 329-4555.
Friday, October 10 Friday, November 14
Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
Event: Halloween Trick or Event: Lunch at
Treat Applebee’s
Site: PSC Site: 6675 S. Westnedge
Hostesses: Arlene R., Portage
Joanne H., Lilly H. Hostess: Sandy D

Super Books – Fundraiser!
The PSC will be selling Super Books beginning in
December!  Profit from the 2014 Super Books was $750.
This money goes towards operational funds for programs
and events.  Thank you to everyone who supported this
fundraiser.  The 2015 Super Books will be available after
December 1.
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All registration deadlines are one week prior to date of first class session, unless otherwise noted. Class
fees will not be prorated. All class schedules are subject to change. All fees listed as Member/Non-Member
unless otherwise noted. For more information, call 329-4555. Portage Senior Center accepts cash or checks
for payment. 
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Scholarships
For any member experienc-
ing financial hardship, the
PSC is fortunate to have
sustained a scholarship
program through the
Friends of the Portage
Senior Center, in the Bea
Butler Scholarship Fund.
Members of the PSC or
community at large are
encouraged to contact
Manager Kim Phillips
or Program Coordinator
Denita Demler for addition-
al information regarding
scholarship eligibility. All
information is kept confi-
dential. 

Computer Tutoring
Individual laptop computer
tutoring by an experienced
volunteer is available
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. Your one-hour
appointment focuses on
whatever aspect of comput-
er usage you’d like to cover.
PSC members only.
Register and pay at the
PSC Reception Desk.
Laptop Introduction to
Office
This class is designed for
people who have a basic
working knowledge and
would like to learn more
about Microsoft Office soft-
ware. The class will provide
an overview of Windows
Explorer, Word, Excel,
Access, PowerPoint, and
Photo Editing. Please
note: Students will need to
bring a laptop computer
and a one gigabyte flash

drive to each class, includ-
ing the first class. Flash
drives will be used to save
lesson plans and home-
work.

Other Classes
AARP Smart Driver
Program
Thursday, October 2
9:00 AM
Fee: $15 AARP
Members/$20 Non-Members
AARP
Instructor: Richard Baker
This is a refresher course
developed for older drivers.
The course includes
Driving Safety Strategies;
State of Michigan Driver
Regulations; Dealing with
Trucks, Motorcycles, Bicy-
cles and Aggressive Dri-
vers: New Developments in
Intersections; Road Signs,
Lane Markings and Traffic
Signals; Changes in Vehicle
Safety Devices and Fea-
tures; and more. Must have
payment at time of regis-
tration (cash or checks
payable to AARP Driver
Safety Program). For infor-
mation or to register, see
the Receptionist. 

Bridge Lessons for
Beginners
Wednesday, November 5 –
January 14, 2015
No class Nov 26, Dec 24,
Dec 31
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Fee: $18/$28 Non-Members
Learn the ABC’s of one of
the most popular card
games in the world.
Classes will be conducted
at a relaxed pace to assure
complete understanding of
the basic principles of
bridge.  Instructor is Pat
Brown.  Register by Friday,
October 24.

Why Sign In at the Kiosk?
As you know, PSC members are asked to use the kiosk at
the front desk every time they come into the building.
There are several very good reasons we ask for this.
Most importantly, in the unlikely event of an emergency,
this system can report to staff or emergency personnel
how many people are in the building.  It also offers a
unique messaging system whereby notes and reminders
can be communicated to you when you sign in. Through
MSC, staff members have delivered electronic messages
that vary from, a package is at the desk for pick up, to
requesting a special meeting with group leaders. 
In addition, many current and potential funders require us
to provide statistical information regarding attendance,
demographics, etc.  In the past, staff or volunteers would
use paper sign-in sheets, and would have to manually tab-
ulate that information. This process was laborious, time
consuming, and resulted in data that was not completely
accurate. By capturing information from MSC, staff can
provide the most accurate and current statistical infor-
mation.
Thank you for helping to keep us on track! If you have
any questions about how to sign in, or need some assis-
tance, please ask a PSC staff person. We are happy to
help!
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Smoke Alarms
Adults age 65 and older are more than twice as likely to
perish in a fire as the average American.  Individuals
over the age of 85 are more than four times more likely
to perish in a fire.  Smoke alarms save lives, and fall is a
great time to check batteries and update fire alarm equip-
ment.  
Early detection of a fire allows the occupants of a build-
ing maximum evacuation time. To ensure that smoke
alarms are functioning properly, they should be tested
monthly using the test button. If an alarm fails to acti-
vate with the test button, or if it is over 10 years old, it
should be replaced. The batteries in smoke alarms should
be changed every six months, although new alarms have

a ten-year battery
that does not need
to be changed over
its lifetime, but re-
placed with a new
unit.
For best protec-
tion, fire alarms
should be installed
on every floor of your home, including the basement. It
is recommended that each bedroom or sleeping area have
its own smoke detector, although they should not be
placed too close to a kitchen or bathroom as steam from
a shower and smoke from cooking may sound false
alarms.  Interconnected alarms which trigger each other
are preferred as they give occupants throughout the
house as much time as possible to evacuate.  
If a smoke alarm goes off in your home, get out and stay
out.  Call 911 from a cell phone or your neighbor’s phone.
Do NOT go back into the home.  If you must exit through
smoke, bend low and feel doorknobs before gripping: if
they are hot, it is likely that fire has broken out behind
them and you need to seek an alternate way of escape.  
If you need smoke alarms and are a City of Portage resi-
dent, stop by the Public Safety Fire Division administra-
tion office at 7830 Shaver Road, for two free smoke
alarms.
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Health & More

What Does Aging Look Like in
Kalamazoo County?  
Thursday, October 9, 10:00 AM
Hear a presentation from Judy Sivak, MSW, director of
the Area Agency on Aging IIIA.  She will review interest-
ing data and talk about important services in the county
that help older adults and their caregivers with independ-
ence and quality of life.  Registration deadline is Monday,
October 6.

Hearing Screenings
3rd Tuesday – Quarterly (January, April, July,
October)
Tuesday, October 21
9:00 – 11:00 AM
A certified audiologist from the Hearing Center will pro-
vide the following services at no charge: hearing screen-
ings, hearing aid cleaning/check, ear-mold re-tubing, and
ear-mold impressions. Please call 329-4555 to schedule an
appointment (required).

Stay Independent – Prevent
Memory Loss
2nd Thursday of every month
1:00 - 2:30 PM
Session 1: October 9
Session 2: November 13
Fee: $7/$9 /Non-Members/Session
Instructor: Suzanne Gernaat
A strong prevention program can delay the onset of
Alzheimer's. You can lower your risk of memory loss by up
to 70% with just a few simple lifestyle changes. Don't let
your memory slip away! Register at 329-4555.

Flu Clinic by Bronson Hospital at PSC
Friday, October 24, 2:00 – 4:00 PM
Open to the Public
Get your flu shot at the PSC.  Flu shots are covered by
Medicare Part B or payable at $35 low-dose, $40 high-
dose. Pneumonia shots will not be available. No registra-
tion required.

“Your Health” 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) Presentation
Friday, October 3, 1:00 PM
(1:00 PM, First Friday Every other Month = Oct, Dec
2014, Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec 2015)
This first session will feature a speaker from Kalamazoo
Senior Services, with the topic of "Changes to Medicare
Insurance and the Affordable Care Act,” with an empha-
sis on how they may affect you in 2015.  Watch the bul-
letin board and future edditions of this newsletter for
additional announcements about the “Your Health” pro-
gram. If you have topics you would like to have presented,
let the Receptionist know. Register at 329-4555.

Reaccreditation for the Portage
Senior Center
Thanks to the hard work and diligence of volunteers and
staff, the Portage Senior Center is among the minority of
senior centers across the country to earn the honor of
being accredited by the National Institute of Senior
Centers (NSIC). Accreditation is the official recognition
that a senior center is meeting its mission in a nationally-
accepted professional fashion. It is based on compliance
with nine standards of senior center operations which
were developed by the NISC. 
Accreditation is unique to the senior center field and
demonstrates leadership and commitment to quality pro-
grams and services to older adults.  The process of accred-
itation takes a senior center on a journey through self-
awareness, which is key in retaining vitality as a valid
service in the community. Benefits of having national
accreditation status are far-reaching and can assist in
obtaining grants and other funding. It also serves as a
great planning tool to cement action plans for productive-
ly moving through the next five years.
Every five years a senior center that has already been
accredited must apply for reaccreditation.  Portage Senior
Center was last accredited in 2010 and is due to reapply
in 2015. Volunteers from the PSC and the community
review and compare current programs against the nation-
al standards. We are currently searching for volunteers
interested in serving on an accreditation committee. For
more information, please contact Kim at 329-4555.
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269-226-6321
www.heritagecommunity.com

Quarterly Volunteer Orientation
Thursday, October 23, 10:00 AM
Do you want to be a volunteer at PSC?  What does this
consist of?  The discussion will include a history of PSC,
current and future volunteer programming, benefits of
volunteering, MySeniorCenter™ (MSC), and logging vol-
unteer hours. The orientation is intended to benefit both
new and experienced volunteers. As a new volunteer who
has attended the Quarterly Volunteer Orientation, your
account for volunteering will be activated in MSC after
orientation. Register at the Reception Desk. 

Volunteer Help Wanted
Adopt A Family Giving Tree Coordinator
This position will set up and decorate the Christmas tree
in the lobby of the PSC and coordinate the “Adopt A
Family” program. Each year, PSC members adopt a fami-
ly from Portage Community Center (PCC) and purchase
gifts or gift cards for the adoption.  This position requires
a one month turn-around time.

Thanksgiving Basket Coordinator
Once a year, we collect food items for the PCC
Thanksgiving Baskets for their clients.  This position will
organize, check expiration dates on food items and deliv-
er the finished baskets to the PCC.  This position would
require you to commit to the month of November. 

Volunteer Greeters
We are looking for volunteers to greet members and assist
at the membership kiosk. Two-hour shifts are available on
Tuesday or Wednesday, from 9 – 11:00 AM. If interested,
please call Denita at 329-4555.

Volunteer Van Driver
Drivers are needed for transporting patrons in our
Community Service Van program (CSV) on a planned
route to and from various center activities and grocery
shopping trips within the City of Portage. Various days
with general hours of 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM.  The next
Kalamazoo Metro CSV training is October 8. Contact
Denita Demler at 329-4553 if you are interested in this
volunteer position.

Volunteer Laptop Computer Tutors
Tutors will work with members to introduce them to var-
ious software applications and the Internet.  Members are
generally beginners, but may have some previous experi-
ence on the computer.  Tutors should be knowledgeable of
the following applications: MS Word, PowerPoint, Excel,
and Internet. Must commit to six months of approxi-
mately 1 – 2 hours per week.

AARP Seeks Income Tax Volunteers for 
Fall 2014 and 2015
AARP TaxAide program volunteers assist seniors and
lower income taxpayers with the preparation and filing of
their tax returns at no charge.  We need new volunteers
in the Kalamazoo area for our upcoming fall training ses-
sions in order to sustain this valuable service for our com-
munity.  AARP provides all the necessary materials, com-
puters, training and support for you to be successful.
There are two types of positions: client facilitators, who
obtain basic client information and confirm tax docu-
ments, and counselors, who work with the taxpayer to pre-
pare federal and state returns for electronic filing.  If you
have an interest and enjoy helping people, and are either
good with numbers, prepare your own taxes or have expe-
rience in accounting, please call Tony Nelson at 375-7363
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Our Sincere Thanks to the Following
Generous Donors
In Memory or Honor of
Robert Duncan, in honor of Jim & Peg Whicomb’s

60th wedding anniversary
Robert Duncan, in honor of Judy White
Paul & Bonnie MacGrayne, in memory of Robert Bear
Saundra Nie, in memory of Willa Keller
Phillip & Diana Bear, in memory of Robert Bear

PSC Annual Fund Drive
Sonia Howard
Helen Warren

Welcome, New Members 
Between June 24 and August 13
Richard & Barbara Copeland
Linda Allen
Marjorie DeRyke
Judith Muller
Samuel Garceau
Marjorie Clark
Muriel Kloosterman
Jean Kern
John Baker

Donations Were Received by the
Following Generous Contributors:
Coffee Bar Supplies: Diane Schaeberle, Michael
Johncock, Shirley McKinney, Helen Lovin, Fred Davis,
Judy Holmquist, Eleanor Burklow, Roger Latvala 
Postage Stamps: Diane Schaeberle

Shop at Harding’s to Support the
Portage Senior Center 
You are already buying groceries, so why not put that
money to additional good use by requesting a Harding’s
eScrip Community Card from the Reception Desk?  All
you have to do when you shop at Harding’s is show the
clerk your card – and Harding’s will donate up to 4% of
your purchase amount to the Friends of the Portage
Senior Center.  

Noteworthy Holiday Gift Giving
Consider honoring a special friend or loved one this holi-
day season by donating to the PSC. Let us know that your
donation is in honor or memory of a loved one.  Both the
name of the donor and the loved one will be listed in the
donor section of the October/November or Decem-
ber/January edition of the PSC newsletter.  You may also
show gratitude by donating in appreciation of a program
or service offered by the PSC.  Donations may be made to
the Friends of the PSC, or to the Portage Senior Center,
and are a great way to show the community you care.

Band Schedule

Linda Baker
Marie Emmons
Barbara Carlson
Ruby Simpson
Barbara Reits
Judith & Joel Schuitema
Triena Keller
Barbara Soda
Sharon VanKalker

����

� ����� 	
�� �������� 	����������������
���������������������

�� ����� �
	� ��� �!������������ �"�"�������������
����#�

�� ����� 	
�� ��� ����$� ��������%�����&���'(���
)���#�*��

�+ ����� �
	� ���������,�-�������� ������.��	/������
-��������

.�!� � �

� ����� 	
�� �������� 	����������������
���������������������

�� ����� 	
�� 012�����##������
�����������

����������������&
)���#�*��

�+ ����� �
	� ���&��$���34�� � �/�/�.��4�� �����&5�
)���#�*��

�/ ����� 	
�� �������� 	����������������
���������������������

46��

� ������ 	
�� �������7��� 7�� //��%���������7��� 7��

	 ���� 8
�� '���9�� ���������	
����	

" ����� �
	� �� ���&������� ����������	
�

��
	��

�8 ����� 	
�� :����&��1�
!������3)�(�

�����.��4�� ��)�(��
;���&���5�)���#�*��



Travel Oct/Nov 2014Page 16

Have you considered leaving a legacy gift to the PSC in your will? Please call 329-4555 for more information.

Why Travel with the PSC?
The truth is, we all travel one way or another. Travel deep-
ens the soul, opens the mind, and encourages us to think
about ourselves and others in unexpected ways.  
The Portage Senior Center has offered travel opportuni-
ties to seniors since the early 80s, and boasts a broad base
of travel experiences that appeal to adults 50 years of age
and better.  The PSC Travel Guide contains “walking lev-
els” for would-be adventurers, designed specifically to
assist participants in anticipating how much physical
activity will be required.  If you have been toying with the
idea of trying a PSC travel excursion, we encourage you
to take the plunge with the following list:
It’s easier than you think –It’s up to you to make the
dream come true and take the first step!
It’s safer than you think – Historically, group travel has
been the most economical and sure way to positively expe-
rience a new destination.
It’s invigorating – If you are open to it, travel will sim-
ply make you a more well-rounded human being. 
It will create lasting relationships – People you meet
while on the road often become some of the most valued
entries in your address book, and may open points on the
map to visit later on. These folks give you a glimpse out-
side your hometown circle of friends, offering new and
refreshing perspectives.
It will develop skills you didn’t know you had – The
satisfaction you get when crossing a valley, or helping a
stranger, or simply getting what you wanted at a restau-
rant in rural China, these things all allow access to skill
sets you never knew you had.
You could learn a language – There’s something espe-
cially satisfying about being able to throw around a few
words of Greek, knowing how to say hello and thanks in
German, or pulling out that long dormant Spanish book.
You could have an adventure – No one looks back fond-
ly on a trip to the dry-cleaner. But after zip-lining over a
jungle canopy in Peru, navigating the markets of
Marrakech, riding a pontoon in New Zealand, or hanging

out with the grazing animals in Tanzania, you get a feel
for what being a fully engaged human being is like (again). 
It could change your perspective – Meeting folks from
various cultures will teach you that the way you look at
the world is not the way everybody does it. Experiencing
other cultures brings a healthy balance to your view of the
world.
It might mark a transition – If you happen to be
between life stages, grandkids or relationships, around
the world travel can be a perfect way to separate these life
stages, give insight into your next phase and provide clo-
sure on the last one. 
For the sake of education – Seeing the world is a source
of education that is absolutely impossible to get any other
way.  Travel teaches us things like economy, politics, his-
tory, geography and sociology. While not an accredited
institution, the school of travel is always taking applica-
tions.
To do something new – Feeling lower than a snake belly
in a wagon rut?  Travel might be the perfect impetus for
sparking a new interest that opens up more than shared
laughter! Cultivate friendships, enlarge your social circle,
and expand your soul!
Dreams come true – If you want to do it now, you’ve
probably always wanted to. You imagined it, daydreamed
about it, envisioned it. Guess what? Now’s the time to do
it. 
The cool stories – Don’t fancy yourself a storyteller? If
anyone asks “Why travel with the PSC?” you’ll be able to
outline why with any of the many travel stories you’ll have
in your personal repertoire. 
You will eat food like you never have before – Yes,
you will be constantly surprised at the flavors the world
has to offer!
To prove to yourself you can – If you’re the kind of per-
son to dream big, you’re probably also the kind to reach
for new experiences. Finishing a trip gives you the satis-
faction that you were able to accomplish what you set out
to do. 
Why travel with the PSC? Because you can! 
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Fall Trip Preview: 
Monday, October 20, at 1:30 PM
Join us for our Fall Trip Preview to find out about new,
unique and exciting tours! Bring your cash and checkbook
to sign up.  As before, Travel Bucks will be valid for the
entire preview week and expire Friday, October 24.  Call
329-4555 to save your seat.

Special Trip Preview: 
Discover Switzerland, Austria & Bavaria. Thursday,
October 23 at 3:00 p.m. Call 329-4555 to save your seat.

Great 2014 Day-Trip Outings! 
LOVE A PARADE! . . . Detroit
Wednesday, October 1
See behind-the-scenes with the preparation of floats and
costumes for the beloved and famous Detroit
Thanksgiving Parade!  After a most interesting tour,
depart for an Oktoberfest luncheon at the Dakota Inn
Rathskeller, which just celebrated 80 years of being the
oldest German restaurant in the Metro area.  Next stop
will be the Motown Historical Museum – “Hitsville, USA.”

Stand right where Diana Ross and the Supremes record-
ed “Stop!  In the Name of Love” back in 1965.  The
Motown Museum is like sunshine on a cloudy day!  $88
Members, $98 Non-Members.

KENNY ROGERS . . . Auditorium Theater,
Shipshewana, Indiana
Saturday, October 25
Kenny Rogers has sold more than 120 million records
worldwide and recorded more than 65 albums during his
52 years in show business.  His long list of timeless clas-
sics includes an impressive 24 #1 hits –  “The Gambler,”
“Lady,” “Lucille,” “She Believes in Me,” “Islands in the
Stream,” and “We’ve Got Tonight” among them.  Enjoy a
family style meal at the Blue Gate Restaurant before the
show.  $143 Members, $153 Non-Members.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL CENTER . . . Farmington
Hills
Thursday, November 6
Visit the Holocaust Memorial Center, one of the largest
and oldest Holocaust museums in the nation, which has
received international accolades and millions of visitors.
The Museum displays explain Jewish customs and reli-
gious traditions, but the Center’s most striking exhibits
tell the story of the Holocaust.  Many of Michigan’s sur-
vivors share their stories through personal photographs
and recorded essays, and a boxcar used to transport Jews
to European work camps paints a stark picture of Nazi
brutality.  The Anne Frank Sapling Project brings a sym-
bol of hope to Michigan’s Holocaust Memorial Center.
Her sapling, a 4-foot tree that was planted last September,
marks the latest addition to the Museum.  Anne’s chest-
nut tree in Amsterdam died in 2010, but an innovative
project to germinate it resulted in numerous saplings,
with the Holocaust Museum receiving 1 of the 11 donated
to U.S. institutions.  Lunch and a visit to Marvelous
Marvin’s Mechanical Museum are also included.  $78
Members, $88 Non-Members.

SHIPSHEWANA CHRISTMAS PARADE ++ . . .
Shipshewana, Indiana
Saturday, November 8
This trip offers some new experiences in Shipshewana!
Start the day in the Blue Gate Theatre where you’ll see
the musical “Josiah for President.”  Josiah is an Amish
farmer who is unaware that he has become a write-in can-
didate for President!  Next, enjoy a delicious family-style
lunch at the Blue Gate Restaurant.  Then, transfer to the
Menno-Hof center to learn about the history and heritage
of the Amish, Mennonites and Hutterites.  The highlight
of the day comes after dark with a chance to view the
Christmas Parade featuring lighted horse-drawn vehicles
and unique parade floats.  A tree lighting ceremony tops
off the evening.  $98 Members, $108 Non-Members.

Continued on page 18
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“CAMELOT,” Drury Lane Theatre, Oakbrook Terrace,
Illinois
Thursday, November 20
Adapted from T.H. White’s novel, The Once and Future
King, “Camelot” is a valiant Broadway musical that will
transport audiences to the magical and mythical days of
medieval England. The legendary characters King Arthur,
Queen Guinevere, Sir Lancelot and Merlyn come alive in
this exciting tale of love and chivalry.  The classic pro-
duction features a lush, romantic score including “If Ever
I Would Leave You,” “Camelot,” “How to Handle a
Woman,” and “Follow Me.”  Lunch is included.  $108
Members, $118 Non-Members.

ZEHNDER’S HOLIDAY SHOW . . . Frankenmuth
Monday, December 1
Zehnder’s Holiday Show features “New Odyssey” 3 guys
with 30 instruments. Outstanding arrangements of almost
every style are performed ranging from Beethoven to the
40’s and from the Swing Era to the 80’s and 90’s top 40
and, of course, some of your favorite Christmas tunes.
Lunch is included.  $110 Members, $120 Non-Members.

CHRISTMAS WITH THE OAK RIDGE BOYS . . .
Shipshewana, Indiana
Saturday, December 6
It’s two shows in one as the legendary Oak Ridge Boys
kick off this big show with their world famous four-part
harmonies and a string of hits that spans four decades.
Toes will be a tappin’ to smash hits “Elvira” and “Bobbie
Sue” plus many more of their award winning hits.  Then,
Christmas-time-is-a-comin’! The Oak Ridge Boys treat you
to Christmas as only they can, from rollicking Santa
songs to heartfelt standards. This limited tour is a family
favorite for the holiday season! A meal at the Blue Gate
Restaurant is included.  $99 Members, $109 Non-
Members. 

BETHLEHEM’S TOWER, A CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
. . . Lake Zurich, Illinois 
Saturday, December 13
Bethlehem’s Tower is a biblically based story of Jesus’ life
from birth to crucifixion to resurrection.  Told through
the use of live animals, magnificent costuming and
Grammy and Dove award-winning music, this extraordi-
nary presentation is comparable in its exceptional quality
to the shows seen in the Sight and Sound Theatres of
Branson, Missouri, and Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
Bethlehem’s Tower has also been broadcasted by Chicago
television.  Lunch with ambience is included.  This beau-
tiful and moving presentation is not to be missed!  $103
Members, $113 Non-Members.

Extended Trips – 2014 Fabulous
Get-Aways!
HISTORY & MYSTERY . . . Racine, Wisconsin
October 8 - 9
Most people refinish their basements into a recreation
room or an extra bedroom, but this gentleman made his
basement into a Vintage Theatre with 175 seats and one
of the largest organs ever built by Wurlitzer (2,500 pipes).
Other highlights include a visit to the oldest and tallest
working lighthouse on Lake Michigan, a demonstration of
Kringle making (Danish pastry), a visit to the S.C.
Johnson Company (makers of Pledge, Ziploc Bags, Glade,
etc.) and a wagon ride through an apple orchard.  If that’s
not enough, how about two mystery stops?  Includes
overnight stay, breakfast, two lunches and one dinner.
Price starts at $285. 
A BRANSON CHRISTMAS . . . Branson, Missouri
December 1 - 5
Get in the Christmas spirit with a motor coach tour to
Branson, called the “Live Music Show Capital of the
World.”  The highlight will be the Andy Williams
Christmas Show, starring The Lennon Sisters and the
Osmond Brothers!  Also included will be Jonah at the
Sight and Sound Theatre, Doug Gabriel, the New Family
Sensation “SIX,” the Brett Family Singers, and the #1 hits
of the 50’s and 60’s.  Sponsored by Ed & Ted’s.  Price
starts at $929.   

Extended Trips – 2015 Fun Get-Aways! 
A FLORIDA GULF COAST VACATION, St. Pete’s
Beach, Florida 
February 19 - March 5
Escape the Michigan snow, soak up the Florida sunshine
and experience Florida’s natural beauty when you visit the
St. Pete Beach area!  Do as much or as little as your heart
desires – swim in the pool, stroll along the beach and ven-
ture into St. Pete’s to visit the Salvadore Dali Museum.
You can even watch the Tigers play in spring training,
visit the Hard Rock Casino, and go to Fort DeSoto for a
picnic.  Enjoy all of this and more when you stay at the
Dolphin Beach Resort, located directly on the Gulf Coast!
Sponsored by Ed & Ted’s Excellent Adventures.  Price
starts at $1,799.

Continued on page 19
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SEDONA & TUCSON, ARIZONA
February 21 – 27
Beat the winter blues and travel to the “Valley of the Sun”
by Kalamazoo-Detroit transfer, Detroit-Phoenix direct
flight, and deluxe motorcoach transportation – all includ-
ed.   Experience stunning vistas and breathtaking views
of red rocks, canyons, buttes in the distance, and mesas
rising into deep blue skies.  Spend three nights in Sedona
and three nights in Tucson in first-class lodging.
Highlights include San Xavier Mission, Pima Air Museum,
Kartchner Caverns, Sabino Canyon Trolley Tour, Pinnacle
Peak & Trail Dust Town, Case Grande Ruins National
Monument, Biosphere 2, Verde Canyon Rail Journey,
Sedona Trolley Tour, city tours and much more!
Sponsored by Shoreline Tours.  Price starts at $2,374.

THE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE IN SAVANNAH,
GEORGIA
March 15 – 23
Celebrate this St. Patrick’s Day in style and travel by
deluxe motorcoach with Ed & Ted’s Excellent Adventures
to Savannah, Georgia!  Reserved seating for the nation’s
2nd largest St. Patrick’s Day parade is provided.  With
participants from all over the world, it’s a spectacle to
behold.  This trip features the best of Charleston and
Myrtle Beach, as well! This is one adventure you won’t
want to miss. It will fill up quickly!  Price starts at $1,649.

International 2015 Trip!
THE SCANDINAVIAN
June 26 – July 10, 2015
Scandinavia is Western Europe’s most prosperous, pris-
tine and progressive corner. This getaway offers sparkling
lakes, spectacular fjords, and more.  From Copenhagen,
travel to Arhus, Gothenburg, Stockholm, Karlstad,
Lillehammer, Flam, Bergen, Geilo, and Oslo.  Highlights
include visits to Tivoli Gardens, Hans Christian
Andersen’s home, Den Gamle By in Denmark,
Stockholm’s City Hall, Gripsholm Castle, Lillehammer’s
Maihaugen Open-Air Museum, whimsical Frogner Park
Sculpture Garden in Oslo, guided city tours and much
more! This adventure offers a great variety of transporta-
tion including a ferry crossing from Denmark to Sweden;
a beautiful cruise on the Sognefjord and Naeroyfjord, and
the Flam Railway – sit back and enjoy an incredible train
journey on one of the steepest railway lines in the world.
Marvel at some of Norway’s wildest mountain scenery,
rivers cutting through deep ravines, cascading waterfalls,
snow-capped peaks and remote farms clinging to steep
slopes!  Sponsored by Globus.  Price starts at $5,918.

ALL NEW!
Fit for Life Tone & Stretch by Just
Move Fitness and More
Friday, October 3 – November 14 (6 weeks)
No Class October 24
9:20 AM – 10:20 AM
Fee:  $30/$40 Non-Members
Location: PSC
Fit for Life Tone & Stretch: Whether you are a
group fitness veteran or newly exploring group
exercise, everyone can benefit from this total
body conditioning class. The exercises are
designed to increase flexibility and range of
movement, muscular strength and functional
skills using resistance tools and a chair for seat-
ed and standing support. Using classic music
from the 40s, 50s and 60s as our soundtrack, we
will also have fun while we get stronger and fit
without increasing risk!

Trek Out by Just Move Fitness
and More
Tuesday, October 7 – November 25 (8 weeks)
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
Fee: 40/$50 Non-Members
Location: PSC
The outdoors - the best gym in the world! This
class blends the exhilaration of being outdoors in
any environment on mixed terrain with tradi-
tional-style fitness exercises. It is an enjoyable
and accessible cardiovascular and strength-train-
ing workout for all fitness levels. Class will meet
at the Portage Senior Center and then will set off
to the wonderful Portage paths and parks.

Membership Has Its Benefits!
Portage Senior Center is pleased to announce a
new program – the Business Partnership
Program. We are working with local businesses
who have agreed to offer PSC members special
offers or discounts. You only have to show your
membership tag and request the offered dis-
count. A listing of our current Business Partners
is available at the PSC front desk. This informa-
tion will be updated as new partners are added,
so be sure to ask if you have the most recent list!
In addition to our Business Partners, the staff
has developed a list of businesses that regularly
offer senior citizen discounts. Stop in, get the
list, and start claiming your discounts!
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The mission of the Portage
Senior Center is to provide,

with the help of its members,
information and a range of

services, activities, and
volunteer opportunities which

promote personal growth,
friendship, health and

independence for adults aged
50 and over.

Look for your renewal date
on the address label.

Portage Senior Center is pleased to announce a new pro-
gram – the Business Partnership Program. We are work-
ing with local businesses who have agreed to offer PSC
members special offers or discounts. You only have to
show your membership tag and request the offered dis-
count. A listing our current Business Partners is available
at the PSC front desk. This information will be updated

as new partners are added, so be sure to ask if you have
the most recent list!
In addition to our Business Partners, the staff has devel-
oped a list of businesses that regularly offer senior citizen
discounts. Stop in, get the list, and start claiming your
discounts!!

Membership Has Its Benefits




