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Portage Senior Citizens Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2013 

 
Board Present:  Patricia Berninger, Jim Hoppe, Monifa Jumanne, Mary Maisto, Ruth Ann 
Meyer, Ann Perkins, Mary Lou Petrulio, Trudy Riker, Art Roberts, and Larry Smith 

Absent Excused:  Ruth Michelhaugh and Audrey Searing 

Staff:  Jill Hess, Deputy Director, and Jan Gates, Administrative Assistant 
Guests:  None 
 
Chairperson Larry Smith called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Ruth Ann moved that the 
December minutes be approved as written.  Pat seconded and the motion carried.   
 
Management December Report – Jill 

• Participation and outreach activities for December totaled 3649. 

• Total active memberships for December were at 1800, with 14 new members and 39 
renewals.  This membership total is a significant increase from one year ago (1609 in 
December 2011). 

• Volunteer hours totaled 1308.  

• Two Kalamazoo Gazette articles were published recently regarding “Senior Center 
Changing, Growing”.  The articles provided information on the Portage Senior Center 
(PSC) facility upgrades, and new key-card system which will be put into use this year.  

• A “Membership Matters” meeting will be conducted by Jill on Tuesday, January 22.  
Two Friends Board members plan to attend.  All PSC members are invited.  

• Annual fund-raising appeal letters went out in December in conjunction with the Friends 
of PSC.  The appeal will continue through June 30, 2013. 

Items for Information 

• Wellness (Jill) – An evidenced-based program regarding “Eating Well” is in the planning 
stages for presentation at PSC. 

• Trip Committee (Trudy) – No trips planned for January due to winter weather.  A Florida 
trip taking place in February is full.   

• Friends of PSC (Jill) – The Friends Board is actively recruiting new members.  The 
annual appeal has raised $8800 so far.  The spring fundraiser golf outing has been 
rescheduled for Monday, May 20 at Angels Crossing.  The date was changed so it would 
not coincide with the Portage Community Center golf outing. 

• Portage Community Center (PCC) Report (Art/Jill) – Fundraising letters went out in 
December.   PCC news is available on their website.  Jill is supervising a Masters level 
student intern at PCC. 

• Youth Advisory Board – no report this month 

Old Business 

• Room rental rates at PSC (Jill/Jim/Art) – Jill informed us of the process for getting 
changes approved for renting Portage recreational facilities.  Jim and Art provided data 
about current rates at PSC and elsewhere.  Discussion followed.  The data will be 
compiled, along with a recommendation for PSC rates by Jim and Art.  Input is needed 
by March. 

• MySeniorCenter ™ software (Jill) – The Advisory Board was invited to attend an in-
depth overview of the software on Thursday, January 24 from 9-10:30 a.m.  A 
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representative of the software provider will provide the training on-site.  The software 
accommodates a login as a Guest.  A definition of “guest” is needed.  Jill proposed a $3 
per visit fee for non-members who participate in PSC activities that are offered to 
members without charge.  Other ideas were discussed by the board.  Ann commented that 
there should be an opportunity to visit the center as a guest without charge, perhaps as an 
observer only.  Jill reminded us that scholarship money is available for those unable to 
pay membership fees.  Ruth Ann moved and Trudy seconded a motion for PSC to adopt 
the $3/visit fee for non-members who participate in activities at PSC, other than those 
with a charge (such as classes).  The motion was approved by a majority, with one 
abstention. 

New Business 

• Accreditation Planning (Larry) – Mary Lou is leading the reaccreditation team (RAT 
group) which has begun to plan ahead for our next accreditation.  Ruth Ann is collecting 
newspaper articles and other printed information pertaining to PSC.  Board members may 
provide hard copies to her for storage.  Monifa volunteered to join Ruth, Ruth Ann, Mary 
Lou and Jim on the team.  The RAT will report on this topic again at our March meeting. 

• Mini-bus status (Jill) – nothing new at this time 

• Fundraising Development Plan – discussion deferred to another time 

Advisory Board Comments:   

• Monifa described a fundraising idea for consideration.  It has successfully been used by 
another senior organization with which she was involved.  A “Senior Prom” for singles 
and couples, with corporate sponsorship, could generate money for PSC.  Jill encouraged 
Monifa to present this idea to the Friends Board. 

• Ruth Ann asked about status of communication with the PSC Band.  Jill replied that she 
will meet with the band one more time for conclusion of their discussion. 

• Ann is leading a new PSC Book club which meets at PSC on the second Monday of the 
month from 10-11 a.m.  Ten PSC members expressed interest, and the first meeting went 
well.   

Citizen Comments:  None 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:12 p.m. 
The next Advisory Board meeting will be held February 20 at 2:30 p.m. at the Senior Center.   

Submitted by Mary Maisto, Secretary 


