
HHW REPORTER 
 

Behind the Scenes at HHW: 
Chemical Storage and Shipping 

 Every item that comes into the HHW Center is sorted and properly 
packed according to the type of waste and by contractor specifications. 
The blue and white plastic drums (above, left) contain items such as 
batteries, acids, bases, mercury-containing devices and fluorescent 
light bulbs. The metal drums (above, right) contain solvents that have 
been poured from small plastic containers and from customer gas cans. 
 

Each shipping container is labeled with specific wastestream 
information and a Department of Transportation hazard diamond as 
needed. Also visible is a white label with a unique container number 
and the net weight of the material in the drum. Every container that is 
shipped is recorded on a log sheet and the weights are later compared 
to the bill. 
 

Below, cubic yard boxes are lined up for shipping. Pesticides, cleaners, 
aerosol cans and flammable items are packed separately in these 
containers. The cubic yard boxes are labeled and logged in just like the 
drums. The contractor brings a semi at least once a month and HHW 
staff load approximately 16,000 pounds of hazardous materials. 
 
 
 

 

 

                  2ND QUARTER 2015 
NEWS AND PARTICIPATION STATS FROM 
THE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE CENTER 

 

2015 Saturday 
Collections 

8:00am – 12:00pm 
 

October 10 
November 14 
December 12 

2015 DATES THE HHW 
CENTER WILL BE CLOSED: 

 
August 8-14 County Fair 
September 11-12 Street Rods 
November 27 Holiday 
December 24-January 1, 2016 
 
 

 

 

Left: Alex and Ron are 
preparing drums for shipment. 
Below: Cindy is helping with 
the shipping inventory. 

NEW HHW CENTER 
STAFF: 

Introducing Dale Paddock 
who hired on in June. 

Welcome aboard Dale P! 
 
 

 

 

 

1301 Lamont Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

269.383.8741 office 
269.383.8747 fax 

www.kalcounty.com/hhw 
 
 



 

 

2ND QUARTER HOUSEHOLD EQUIVALENTS 2015 
 

 

2ND QUARTER PARTICIPATION STEADILY INCREASED 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2ND QUARTER HHW CENTER DISPOSAL BILLING TOTALS 2015* 
 

*   THIS IS NOT A BILL - INVOICE WILL BE MAILED OUT AT A LATER DATE 



 

 

2ND QUARTER COLLECTIONS 
 

RED MED BOX 
2nd Quarter: 

1,995 

Pounds of unwanted 
meds collected and 

destroyed! 

 

 

 

HHW staff removes wire and batteries from electronic 
devices. Then the devices are packed into cubic yard 
boxes or stacked and wrapped with plastic - all by 
hand. Just like chemicals, the net weight is recorded 
for comparison to the bill. The TV’s on the left with 
Jennifer, Cindy and Julie, will end up like the stack on 
the right next to Dale H. This stack has a net weight of 
1,100 pounds! A semi truck picks up one to three 
times a month taking away over 20,000 pounds of 
discarded electronics each time. 

Behind the Scenes at HHW (con’t): 
Electronics Storage and Shipping 

 


