
City of Portage 
Historic District Commission 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
 

Meeting Called to Order: 8:25 a.m. 

Members Present: Duniphin, Lopez, Maytnier, vanLonkhuyzen, Grunert, Custer, Barton, Meyle. 

Members Absent:  Grunert moved, seconded by Duniphin, to excuse Commissioner Nemeth; motion 
passed 6-0. 

Staff: Kyle Mucha, Zoning & Codes Administrator 

Guest(s): None. 

Approval of Minutes: Grunert moved, seconded by Custer, to approve the November 6, 2019 meeting 
minutes as submitted; motion approved 8-0. 

Announcement: Council Address is scheduled for May 12, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.   

Old Business: 

New Business:  

a. Staff member Mucha provided a communication from the Portage Youth Advisory Committee to 

the Commission, indicating that the Historic District Commission has been invited to attend the 
annual Green-A-Thon event, scheduled for April 19, 2020, as a participant. Mucha informed the 

Commission that a response to the Portage Youth Advisory Committee is requested by April 8, 

2020.  

 

b. 8009 Coxs Drive – Michael Kasten: Request to Demolish School House. Mucha summarized the 

application received from Mr. Kasten to demolish the District 6 School House, located at 8009 

Coxs Drive. Mr. Kasten indicated the building is no longer rentable as office space and has been 

unoccupied since 2015. Mr. Kasten also indicated the building is not up to current Building & 

Fire Codes, nor does it meet standards set forth in the American with Disabilities Act. Mr. Kasten 

has expressed that the maintenance of the building is no longer financial feasible.  

Lopez moved, seconded by Meyle to form a Study Committee to review the application 

submitted by Mr. Kasten to demolish the District 6 School House. The Study Committee will be 

made up of all current members of the Historic District Commission. Motion passed 8-0.  

Discussion followed regarding a previous application to demolish the school house in 2016 by 

Mr. Kasten. Commissioners Duniphin, Grunert and vanLonkhuyzen indicated that further 

information would be needed in order for the Study Committee to fulfil its due diligence prior to 

a preliminary report being produced in response to Mr. Kasten’s application.  Grunert moved, 

seconded by Custer, to request the following information from the applicant: further details 

regarding the alleged financial hardship of maintaining the school house; quotes/estimates to 

demolish the school house; and an estimate to move the school house to the Celery Flats 

Historical Area. In addition, further information is requested from the City of Portage Building & 

Fire Departments regarding the claim that the building does not meet current Building & Fire 

Codes. Motion passed 8-0.  

 

 



Member Comments:  

a. Duniphin provided information for consideration by the Commission as it pertained to the 
annual Historical Preservation Event. The event is scheduled for May 9, 2020 from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at Portage Celery Flats. Duniphin indicated a partnership will take place with Steve 
Rossio (local historian) to help promote the unique characteristics of the one-room school house 
located at Celery Flats.  Duniphin indicated this year’s event will be smaller than years past in 
terms of vendors and activities. Duniphin will be working with city staff to invite local food 
vendors/food trucks to the event.  
 

b. Commissioner vanLonkhuyzen informed the Commission that a potential application will be 
forthcoming in late spring or summer regarding a porch remodel at their property.  
 

c. Commissioner Lopez provided information regarding the statewide preservation conference 
being held in May in Kalamazoo.  
 

d. Commissioner Grunert informed the Commission that after June of this year, he will no longer be 
a resident of the City of Portage. Mucha requested that Commissioner Grunert inform the City 
Clerk of this change.  
 

Adjournment: There being no further comments or business, vanLonkhuyzen adjourned the Historic 
District at 9:30 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kyle Mucha 
Zoning & Codes Administrator  


